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The publication of this Book was, on the 9th March, 1897, undertaken 
by the Town Council of Stafford, on the recommendation of the General 
Purposes Ck}mmittee. The Committee was constituted as follows : — 

Chairman — ^Aldb&ican Gbobob Wormal. 
Vice-chairman — Aldbbman William Lloyd. 

AlDBBHBN — COUNCILLO&S — 

John Goodall. Thomas Amibs. 

Fbbdbbiok GbbatBbx (Mayor). Paul MgMubtbib Bbidowood. 

William Hbnby Pbaoh. Bartholombw Cobcoean. 

WiLUAM SiLVBSTBB. GbORGB DbAN. 

William Hbnrt Tubkinoton. Gborgb John Flamank. 

Chablbs Hbnby Wbioht. Gbobob Hbnby Smallman. 
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List of Charters. 



7 John, Ist May, 1206 (Charter of Liberties). 
12 Hbnbt III., 11th April, 1228 (Inspezimus). 
45 „ Ist June, 1261 (Fair). 

8 Edwabd n., 4th July, 1815 (InspezimuB, &c.) 
Dnplioate of ditto (InspeximuB, &c.) 

11 Edwabd III., 27th March, 1887 (Letters Patent of protection, &c.) 

15 „ 10th February, 1840 (Inspeximus, &c.) 
8 BiCHABD II., 24th June, 1879 (Inspeximus, &c.) 

1 Hbnbt IV., 9th Janus^y, 1899 (Inspeximus, Ac) 
18 „ 80th March, 1412 (Fair). 

1 Hbnbt V., 10th March, 1418 (Inspeximus). 

16 Hbnbt VI., 2nd May, 1488 (Fee-farm Mandate— Appendix). 
18 „ 10th May, 1440 (Letters Patent of confirmation). 

17 Edwabd IV., 4th February, 1477 (Inspeximus). 

1 Hbnbt VIII., 10th May, 1609 (Pardon— Appendix). 

2 „ 27th Janus^y, 1510 (Inspeximus). 

84 „ 8rd August, 1548 (Sanctuary Mandate). 

2 Edwabd VI., 20th May, 1548 (Inspeximus). 
4 „ 10th December, 1550 (Granmiar School). 

1 ft 2 Phiup and Mabt, Ist November, 1554 (Inspeximus). 

2 Elizabbth, 15th November, 1560 (Inspeximus). 
14 „ 14th December, 1572 (Rectory). 

8 Jambs L, 27th March, 1605 (Confirmation of two BailifGs, fto.) 

12 „ 8th April, 1614 (Creation of Mayor). 

6 Annb, 12th January, 1708 (Licence in Mortmain). 

7 Gbobob ni., 27th Ms^ch, 1767 (Inspeximus). 

8 Gbobob IV., 6th September, 1828 (Inspeximus). 
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Corrigenda. 



Page 9— For " Comitis " read " Comitib." for '» Comitibus." 

„ 20 — JoBcelino of B., omit " of." 

„ 65— After " p. 253 " add " Salt MS. 402." 

„ 67 — The name of Morton, Master of the Bolls, has been inad- 
vertently omitted. 

„ 78, line 2 — ^Por " either because " read " although." 

„ 88, „ 22— After "fee "read "therefor." 

„ 91, „ 20— For " because " read " although." 

„ 99— Add to Title, " Granting a Bectory, Dec. 14th, 1672." 

,. 108, line 7 — For " of which the contrary " read " of the contrary of 
which," and in the Latin text below for " contraria " 
read " contrarii." 

„ 110, liue 21— For " there " read " they." 

„ 114 — ^After liae 19 insert " they shall be able to impose and assess," 
and in the Latin text, line 1 page 115, before "qualia," 
insert " imponere et assedere possint " (these words being 
found in another copy. 

„ 115, liue 17— For "laws" read "rights." 

„ 127, „ 19 — ^After " Courts," omit the conuna. 



In the dates of one or two of the documents slight errors have crept in, 
partly owing to the unfortunate want of clearness in the type employed, 
but these are corrected in the List of Charters. 
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PREFACE. 

[E present volame has .been prepared for publication by 
request of the Mayor and Corporation of the Borough 
of Stafford, partly as a very desirable thing in itself and beneficial 
to the Town; partly as a fitting memorial of the unexampled 
Event which the present year has to commemorate, the accomplish- 
ment of the Longest Reign in English History. 

The mere translation of a Charter is no great matter. The 
deciphering of contractions and the development of words only 
half written, are bagatelles which any careful student of palsBOgraphy 
may master, but the making out of what it means by what it says 
is by no means so easy. Terms and phrases having one meaning at 
one time and in one place may have quite a different one at another 
or elsewhere. And the want of this consideration has led to more 
discussion sometimes than the question was worth. How much 
assertion and contradiction, for instance, as to "sok" and "sak" 
and 'Mnfangtheof " might have been spared by a simple reference 
to the possibility of each statement being true for its own time and 
place, but not for the rest. It is not safe to contradict a statement 
unless we know that it was never true at any time or in any place. 
A writer who is ever anxious to display his own superior knowledge 
by contradiction is apt to encounter pitfalls, and like the courtier 
who challenged the King's jester, to jump too far. It is safer to be 
content with stating what we know. 

No systematic attempt to give a translation of the Stafford 
Charters has ever been made until now, so that the present 
translator is obliged to rely entirely on his own responsibility. 
Such isolated and meagre efforts as have once or twice exhausted 
themselves on the Charter of King John would, in kindness to the 
reader, have been better spared. Fortunately the blunders were 
too ludicrous to be misleading. Nor do they deserve the space that 
would be required to expose them. 

Besides the endeavour to render truthfully the meaning of the 
Charters — by faithful translation and occasional explanation of 
\ terms — it has been the translator's object to give a brief biographical 

\^ notice of each person whose name comes before us in connection 

with the drawing up or witnessing of the several documents. This 
has not been done merely as a matter of curiosity, but in the beUef 
of its historical importance. One never knows when such a notice 
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P^BFACB. ii. 

may not be of value. The names of the officers of State, nobles 
and others given in the witnessing clauses of Charters form a very 
interesting and reliable body of historical evidence, sometimes of 
vital importance in genealogical arguments. Mr. (afterwards Sir) 
T. D. Hardy, in his Introduction to the Botuli Chartarum, Ac., 
published in 1837, tells us that the claim of Charlotte Fitzgerald to 
the Barony of Boos in 1804, was established from a Charter Boll of 
Edward I., which showed the name of Bobert de Bos as a witness ; 
and that it was inferred from a similar clause that William de 
Albini, ancestor of the Earls of Arundel, was himself not Earl of 
Arundel (the castle where he resided) but of Sussex. 

The earliest Boyal Charter known to haye been granted to the 
Borough of Stafford is that of King John, dated Ist May, 1206 ; but 
that Charter implies that the town had held the privileges therein 
confirmed for a long time previously. Indeed it is known that 
Stafford was a Boyal Yill if not a Borough in the time of Edward 
the Elder. 

With regard to the parchments themselves which form the 
basis of the present volume, it may be said that few or none of 
them are in very excellent condition. They have not been greatly 
cared for in past times, and one or two bear the marks of rather 
rough usage. One of the best preserved is the oldest of all, and, as 
is usually the case, it is one of the smallest. Particular description^ 
of each are given, as they occur, and photo-lithographs of two or 
three of the more interesting ones have been added so as to give 
some idea of what such documents look like. That of Philip and 
Mary has a very handsomely pen-flourished headline, with grand 
pictured initials. That of James I. has a large painted-and-gilt 
initial of a very imposing kind, while the Charter itself is one of the 
longest in the series, occupying several skins. 

Some of the Charters have been erroneously endorsed, through 
a too hasty examination of their contents. Thus the Charter of 
Edward III. is attributed to the second when it should be the 
fifteenth year of his reign, while that of Henry IV. is assigned to 
Henry VI., and accordingly post-dated twenty-two years. Minor 
errors arising from inaccurate reckoning of the regnal years of the 
Kings, as 1314 for 1316, 1379 for 1380, and 1400 for 1399 are easily 
made; but no one reading through the documents with under- 
standing could have made the blunders mentioned above. Yet I 
find these errors in a Beport or Letter sent to the Corporation of 
Stafford, dated 22nd November, 1825, for which the charges were 
very substantial, purporting to state a thorough examination of the 
Town records, including all the Charters, with a view to the re- 
incorporation of the Borough. 
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iii. Preface. 

Since the Charter of Henry VI. was printed, of which only a 
very poor draft could then be found, an old folio volunie of 
Transcripts of Charters and Oaths of Mayors and other Magistrates, 
Ac., has been discovered in the Town Clerk's Office, and on 
comparing the latter (which is written in an old Tudor hand) with 
the printed text, I find my few suggested emendations confirmed, 
and only one or two verbal differences of no importance, e,g, instead 
of "Burgenses ibidem," near the end, the words should be '' iidem 
Burgenses," t.6., not ''Burgesses in that place," but "the same 
Burgesses." It has not therefore been thought necessary to reprint 
the Charter. 

But the complete text of the Letters Patent of Henry VIII., 
granting a Pardon &o. to the Burgesses of Stafford, referred to on 
p. 74 (note), which could not be found either among the original 
Charters or the copies then accessible, has been given in fuU in an 
Appendix, as also the Mandate of Henry VI., ordering the Men of 
Stafford to pay their fee-farm rent to the Earl of Stafford — 
Humphrey, afterwards Duke of Buckingham — instead of into the 
King's Exchequer. It was this grant that first conferred armorial 
bearings upon the town — being, in fact, the arms of the Earl, 
charged on the chevron with a Stafford Knot. The right to these 
arms appears to have lasted, however, only during the lifetime of 
Duke Humphrey. In 1614 the grant registered in the College of 
Arms is quite different, shewing a castle with Stafford Knots in 
chief and a lion in base. 

With the history of the circumstances under which the various 
Charters were granted this book cannot deal ; it cannot therefore 
enter into the question of the quarrels which led to the second 
Charter of James I., nor the predicament which necessitated that of 
Geo. IV. It may, however, be interesting to add that a note to the 
Transcript of the James I. Charter, in the folio book already 
referred to, says : — ** Mr. Worswick in his MS. says he went to 
town to procure this Charter, stayed there 14 weeks before he could 
procure it, and that it cost above £100. The other Charter (the 
second one of James I.) under which we now act was obtained in 
1613 by Mr. Worswick, son to a Mr. Worswick who was Secretary 
to Henry Lord Stafford, a great antiquarian, and made Keeper of 
the Becords in the Tower by Queen Elizabeth. The same Thomas 
Worswick made most of the entries in the Large Book of Accounts 
of the Public Officers of this Borough." 

In conclusion, if any reader* should disapprove of some new 
renderings of certain venerable imbecilities of legal phraseology, the 
translator can only offer his apologies and plead that his " pure 
motive " was in the interests of common sense. 

Wm, Salt Library, JOHN W. BBADLEY. 

Stafford, Oct., 1897. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



CO 

o 



z 

X 

o. 

o 

z 



u, 

o 

u 
H 

< 

I 
o 



Digitized by 



Google 




I. 

©Jattet of l^itiQ ^of)n. 
mas tstt taoe. 

|OHN, by the Grace of God, King of England, Lord 
of Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, Earl of 
Anjou. To his Archbishops, Bishops, Abbats, Earls, 
Barons, Justiciaries, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and 
all his Bailiffs and Lieges, Greeting. *f(nOW TJC, that we have 
granted and by our present Charter have confirmed to our Burgesses 
of Stafford that the town of Stafford shall be a Free Borough for 
ever. And that those Burgesses and their heirs shall have that 
i Borough in fee-farm from us and our heirs with Soche and Sache 
and Toll and Team and Infangenthief, and with all other liberties 
and free usages, which they have been accustomed to have of 
old; rendering therefor year by year to our Exchequer by their 
own hand, the due and ancient farm rent, to wit, one moiety at 
the Easter Audit and the other at that of St. Michael. 'WUc 
have also granted to them and by our present Charter have 
confirmed that themselves and their heirs shall be quit of tolls, 
lading dues, passenger-tax, road (or paving) tax, market-stall toll, 
and bridge-toll, throughout all our territories, save in the Liberty 
of the City of London. And that they shall make no suit of the 

Carta anni 7mi ^Foi^annts* 

JOHANNES del gracia Rex Anglie Dominus Hybemie Dtix 
Normannie et Aquitannie Gomes Andegavie Archiepiscopis 
Episcopis Abbatibus Comitibus Baronibus Justiciariis Vice- 
comitibus Prepositis Ministris, et omnibus BaUivis et Fidelibus suis, 
Salutem. Scidti6t nos concessisse et present! carta nostra confirmasse 
Burgensibus nostris de Staffordia quod villa de Staffordia sit liber 
Burgus in perpetuum. Et quod Burgenses Uli et heredes eorum habeant 
Burgom ilium ad feodifirmam de nobis et heredibus nostris cum Socha et 
Sacha, et ThoU. et Theam, et Infangenthief, et cum onmibus aliis libertatibus 
et liber consuetudinibus, quae ipsi antiquitfLs habere consueverunt reddendo 
inde singuHs annis ad Scaccarium nostrum per manum suam debitam et 
antiquam firmam scilicet medietatem ad Scaccarium Pasche et alteram 
medietatem ad Scaccarium Sancti Michaelis. Conce66fntU6 etiam eis et 
presenti carta nostra confirmavimus quod ipsi et heredes eorum quieti 
sint de thelonio, lestagio, passagio, paagio, stallagio, et pontagio, per 
omnes terras nostras, salva libertate Givitatis Londinii. Et quod nullam 
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County or Hundred Court respecting their tenures within the 
Borough of Stafford, nor shall any of them plead or be impleaded 
beyond the Borough of Stafford respecting any tenement which 
they may hold within the Borough of Stafford. And concerning 
all their own debts which may have been contracted at Stafford 
and pledges made there, the pleas shall be held there. And that 
they shall not plead nor be impleaded concerning tenements which 
are in the aforesaid Borough by Writ of Mortdancester, but these 
shall be conveyed by the law and custom of the Borough itself. 
And that it shall be lawful for them to distrain their debtors 
at Stafford for debts which they have permitted those persons to 
contract at Stafford. And that all those who have been accustomed 
to share in their liberties both within and without the Borough 
shall continue to have all the aforesaid liberties and quittances 
with them, so long as they take part with them in aids, assessments, 
talliages, and all summonings, as they were accustomed. We 
also grant to them, and have confirmed all other hberties and 
free usages which any Free Borough of England has, save in all 
cases as is said before, the Liberty of the City of London. 
TRUbCtCfOtC we will and firmly decree that the aforesaid Borough 
of Stafford shall be a Free Borough for ever, and that the Burgesses 
of that same place shall have and shall hold the same Borough 
with all its appurtenances in fee-farm for ever. And all the 
aforesaid liberties and quittances and free usages, well and in 



sectam oomitatiis vel hundred! faciant de tenuris suis infra burgum de 
Staffordia et quod nullus eorum placitet vel impla^itetur extra burgum 
de Staffordia de aliquo tenemento quod teneant infra burgum de Staffordia. 
Et de omnibus debitis suis que accommodata fuerint apud Staffordiam, et 
de vadiis ibidem factls, placita ibidem teneantur et quod non placitent nee 
implacitentur de tenementis que sunt in predicto burgo per breve de morte 
Antecessoris, sed deducantur per legem et consuetudinem eiusdem burgi. 
Et quod liceat eis destringere apud Staffordiam debltores sues pro debitis 
que illis apud Staffordiam accomodaverunt. Et quod omnes illi qui in 
libertatibus eorum esse solebant tarn infra burgrmi quam extra de cetero 
omnes predictas libertates et quietantias cum eis habeant, ita quod participes 
sint cum eis id auxiliis, assisis talliagiis, et omnibus sunmionitionibus sicut 
solebant. Concessimus etiam eis, et confirmavimus omnes alias libertateg 
et liberas consuetudines quas aliquis liber burgus Anglie habet, salva in 
omnibus ut predictum est libertate civitatis Londinii. (Sluarc volumus et 
firmiter precipimus quod predictus Burgus de Staffordia liber burgus sit in 
perpetuum. Et quod burgenses eiusdem loci habeant et teneant eundem 
burgum cum omnibus pertinentibus suis ad feodifirmam in perpetuum. 
Et omnes predictas libertates et quietantias et liberas consuetudines bene 
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peace, freely and quietly, wholly and honourably — in wood and 
plain, in highways and bypaths, in meadows and pastures, in moors 
and fens, in waters and mills, in vivaries and pools, in rivers and 
fisheries, within the Borough and without, and in all other places 
and things and with all other liberties and free usages pertaining 
to a Free Borough as is mentioned above. And we forbid on pain 
of our forfeiture anyone in any of the particulars before mentioned 
to vex or molest our aforesaid Burgesses. The XRHftttCBBCB being 
the Lords John of Norwich, Peter of Winchester, Herbert of Sarum, 
Bishops; Geoffrey Fitz Piers Earl of Essex, Ralph Earl of Chester, 
William Earl of Salisbury, Warine Fitz Gerold, Thomas Basset, 
Alan Basset, Peter de Stokes, Thomas de Erdington. Given by 
the hand of Joceline Lord Bishop Elect of Bath, at Windsor, on 
the first day of May, in the seventh year of our reign. 



et in pace libera et quiete integre et honorifice in bosco et piano in viis 
et semitis, in pratis et pascuis in moris et marisois, in aquis et molendinis. 
In viyariis et stagnis, in ripariis et piscariis infra burgom et extra et in 
omnibus aliis locis et rebus et cum omnibus aliis libertatibus et Hberis 
consuetudinibuB ad liberum burgum pertinentibas sicut supradictum est. 
Et prohibemus super forisfacturam nostram nequis in aliquo de predictis 
predictos burgenses nostros vexet vel disturbet. tLCStibVLB* Dominis 
Johanne Norwicensi, Petro Wintoniensi, Herberto Sarrisburie, Episcopis. 
Galfrido filio Petri Oomite Essexie, Radulpho Oomite Oestrie, Willielmo 
Oomite Sarrisburie, Warino filio Geroldi, Thoma Basset, Alano Basset, 
Petro de Stokis, Thoma de Ardintonia. Data per mauTim Domini Joscelini 
Bathonie Elect!, apud Windlesores prima die Maii Anno Begni nostri 
Beptimo. 

Written in a very plain Roman hand on a small sheet of vellum, about 10 x 10} 
inches in 24 lines, with the usual clerical contractions. Fragment of a faded green-and- 
white plaited silken cord to which the seal was once attached, but now missing. The 
vellimi much corroded in places, especially in centre of last three lines. 
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[BOM the allusions to privileges already possessed by the 

Burgesses of Stafford, evidently for a long time previous 

to the present Charter, it has been conjectured by some that 

this was not the earliest Boyal guaranty of its kind granted 

to them. But the Charter does not warrant such a supposition, nor 

is any such document known to exist. A foot note in Camden's 

Britannia, page 531 (Edition 1695), says: ''The Barons of Stafford 

. . . . prevailed with King John to erect it into a Borough." 

Allowing Camden's loose use of the plural in speaking of the then 

Baron of Stafford (Hervey Bagot), and passing over the fact that 

both his half-brothers were among the Barons who revolted, the 

note certainly implies that no such previous Charter had been granted 

to it. Besides, had any Charter been given by one of the Norman 

Kings, according to the usual practice, some reference would in all 

probability have been made to it in the present one. In John's 

Charter to Nottingham, where a previous Charter had been granted 

by his father, that circumstance is mentioned. And Henry II. again, 

using the very same form of words as used by John in the present 

Charter, nevertheless speaks definitely of the time of Henry his 

grandfather. It is safe therefore to conclude that this is the first 

Boyal Charter granted to Stafford. That Charters had been given 

by local landlords is another matter. Such Charters doubtless had 

helped to build up the community or vill that now obtains its 

freedom as a Borough. A town might be the feudal property of one 

or of several overlords. In the latter case it was no uncommon 

thing for the townsmen to club together and buy up the several 

<t^^^ '^ ' obligations, paying a yearly sum called a fee-farm rent to one 

^ .-* ^^ overlord. When the place had become of sufficient importance it 

/■ UI - would seek Boyal protection. In some cases each Burgess, as a 

, A i-6- ' crown vassal, paid a yearly rent to the King for his property in the 

^ ^ ' Borough. These rents, with the small customs, fines of the borough 

; , r. /t\court, &c., in course of time came to be collected by the Bailiffs of 

\ '^-^ ' '"the Borough, who, at intervals of usually a year or more, accounted 

* "^i, ""^ for their transfer to the Great Chamberlain, and had their accounts 

/ . f >. ' , ' audited in Exchequer.* 

\.,,^ ^ In Saxon times Stafford had been a Boyal town. It had 

.T . '' 'belonged to the Lady Ethelfleda and to her brother Edward the 

^ Elder, but to what extent it was recognized or protected by Charter 

'•* <-L 

* Charters, &o., of Stirling, preface, page 6. / 

/, ' . ^. \, ; ' ' /< * '•,-.* ' , "^ I. . ,.\ ^ c^ w Ad ^ 
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we are not informed. Its local usages were evidently of long standing 
and respected accordingly, as we see from the clause referring to 
tenures and inheritance and the Writ of Mortdancester, 

The special terms and privileges mentioned in the Charter are 
in some cases by no means easy to define, nor are the best authorities 
on legal phraseology unanimous as to their true meaning or exact 
application. The rights specified as socha and sacha, tholl, theam, 
and infangtheofy to which some Charters add outfangtheof and other 
terms, were specially defined in the so-called Laws of Edward the 
Confessor. But, as Sir Henry Spelman says, their signification is 
not quite clear. The general conclusion arrived at by him (Gloss. 
S.V.), and which is confirmed by Dr. Stubbs (Select Charters, <&c.), is 
that sokf soca, or socha had a two-fold meaning. 1. The power 
which a lord has to prosecute anyone within a certain district for 
offences against the laws. 2. The district itself thence called a 
soke, within which the aforesaid power might be exercised. This 
definition, in fact, corresponds exactly with that of a kingdom or 
dukedom, viz., 1. Power or authority. 2. The area over which it is 
exercised. The oldest meaning of sok seems to be " seek " or search. 

Sac, saca, or sacha, is the privilege possessed by a lord within 
his Manor of hearing and judging pleas concerning transgressions 
and other controversies arising therein, and of imposing fines and 
amercements upon his tenants, also of levying and collecting them. 
The literal meaning of sak is "sake" or cause. Broadly taken, 
it would seem from these definitions that socha and socha meant ' 
criminal and civil jurisdiction. 

Tholl, tolj theUmium, dc, — In the Charters of the Anglo-Saxon 
Kings, the word tholl has like sok a two-fold meaning. 1. (And most 
frequently) A licence for trading or holding markets. Thus (Laws 
of Edw. Cf., cap. 24) tholl, which we call thelonium, is that he may 
have liberty of selling and buying within his domain. 2. The 
secondary meaning of tholl is in the modern sense of toll, as a small 
payment to the owner of the market-place for the privilege of selling 
goods there. The word Mercatum, meaning Market, was introduced 
by the Normans. 

Theam, team, — The privilege of the Lord of the Manor to pass 
judgment upon and punish any of his own bondsmen and to reclaim 
runaways. 

Infangentheof, infangthief, — Much controversy has arisen over 
this word and its correlative outfangtheof. It means literally •* thief 
caught within" the jurisdiction of anyone having the right of socha. 
Some jurists interpret it to signify the right to punish any thief taken 
within this jurisdiction : others, only those belonging to it : others 
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again, only those caught in the act and having the stolen goods 
upon them. Here we must carefully distinguish between the original 
intention of the term and the applications afterwards made of it from 
time to time. The Laws of Edward the Confessor, cap. 26, say 
plainly " justitia cognoscentis latronis sua est de homine suo si captus 
fuerit super terram suam," — ** the right is his of judicial examination 
of the robber as to his own man if he have been caught on his own 
land." Note the word *' own." This justifies its earliest intention. 
The case of ahens then came under utfangtheof, as also the right to 
recall a thief caught in another jurisdiction to be tried, or at least to 
be punished in that to which he belonged. This meaning was after- 
wards extended. Bracton (de Corona, lib. III., tr. 2, cap. 35) says 
"There are certain Barons and others who have the liberty to wit : 
Soc, sac, tol and theam, infangentheof, utfangentheof. These are 
empowered to judge within their court anyone found within their 
liberty seized of any manifest theft." But he adds, utfangtheof is 
"a thief who is a stranger," clearly showing that he understood 
infangtheof to refer only to one belonging to the Manor. There is 
some further elucidation to be gathered from the Chester Plea Bolls, 
83 Edward III. (Hist. Coll. for Staffs., vol. XVI., page 17) '* for the 
Earl then asked that the claim should be given in particulars, and 
Thomas de Ardeme stated that for sole he claimed for himself and 
his heirs to have cognizance in his court of all pleas of trespass, 
covenants, debts, and detinue up to the sum of 40s. ; and for sak he 
claimed to have suit of all his free tenants within the Manor ; for tol 
he claimed that he and his heirs might tallage his natives (bondmen) 
at his will; for theme he claimed that he and his heirs should have 
the progeny of the natives ; for infangtheof he claims for himself and 
his heirs that if any robber was taken " in the manner " (flagrante 
delicto) within the Manor and free at the suit of anyone, that he 
might be brought before the Court and detained for three days, and 
if the robber wished to put himself on an inquest (i.e., by duel or 
ordeal) then on the fourth day he was to be taken to Chester Castle. 
As to right of pursuit into another Lordship, the case of William 
Trussell (Ibid, page 19) only proves the custom in the 14th century, 
not of fetching for trial, but simply, for execution on the gallows of 
his own lord. 

By the Laws of Edward the Confessor, those who possessed the 
aforesaid privileges were Archbishops, Bishops, Earls, Barons, all 
Milites, or freeholders, and their personal servants, to wit : Seneschals 
or Stewards (Dapiferos), Butlers (Pincemas), Chamberlains (Came- 
rarios), Millers and Bakers (Pistores), and Cooks (Cocos) who were 
answerable for their own " fridborg " or personal recognizance, as 
distinct from those subject to ** frank pledge," or the responsibility 
of the community. 
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IT was the purpose and function of a Charter from the King 
to confirm these privileges, which were of old standing, 
and not, at least not usually, to create them. In the majority 
of cases they had existed from time immemorial. The effect on 
Stafford of John's Charter was to convert it from a privileged Vill 
into a free Borough. We learn from the Domesday Survey that it 
was already a walled town and possessed a Boyal castle, perhaps 
a kind of moated grange near the River Sow. The Saxon Chronicle 
under the year 913 says that the Lady Ethelfleda in the early part 
of the summer went with all her Mercians to Tamworth, and built 
the burh (forfc) there, and before Lammas that at Stafford, to which 
Florence of Worcester adds " on the North side of the River Sow," 
apparantly the same situation where in after times stood the Royal 
castle of William I., rebuilt and occupied by the first Robert de 
Stafford. Ethelfleda's burh may indeed have been a fort, but the 
word is also used in the Chronicle to mean house, mansion, town, 
or stockade. From the rapidity of its construction it may have 
been nothing more than the last. After her death her various fees 
were taken possession of by her brother, the vigorous son of Alfred, 
and thus it remained a Royal Vill until the time of Edward the 
Confessor, when it was held in fee-farm by the King, the burgage 
rent and other dues amounting to £9 per annum. The third part of 
this sum went to the Earl of Mercia, who at Edward's death was 
Alfgar (several times outlawed) grandson of the *' Wise for God" 
Leofric and the beautiful Godeva of pious memory. At the Domes- 
day Survey the fee-farm rent had fallen to £7 owing to waste and 
empty houses. The third of this rent was granted now to Robert 
de Stafford, an act which seems to say that if not de jure Robert 
de Stafford was de facto Earl. The King, however, never bestowed 
the title, and Robert is always styled Baron. At this census the 
town consisted of 179 houses, 61 of which were unoccupied, thus 
explaining the reduction of the town-rent. Indeed the whole district 
had suffered very severely during the pacification of the North- West. 

What progress the town may have made from 1086 to 1206, and 
how it suffered during the wretched struggle called the Reign of 
Stephen, we have but scanty means of knowing. We find that 
during that period the Barony of Stafford had been made a fee 
of the County of Mortain or Mori ton, afterwards accepted as such 
by Henry II. and offered by him to Randal Earl of Chester, partly 
with the hope of conciliating that powerful but wayward Baron, 
partly because Randal's mother was the daughter of Earl Algar 
and sister of Edwin and Morcar the great Earls of Mercia and 
Northumberland. The Earldom of Mortain afterwards became 
vested in Prince John. One or two other solitary facts maybe made 
out. In 1130 the Auxilium or Aid paid by the town, i.e., the town- 
rent due to the Crown is set down at £3 68. 8d., or five marks of 
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silver, and this doubtless was the sum alluded to, but not specified 
in the Charter as the customary farm-rent. In 1164 Walter de 
Stafford is named as Provost, the first on record, and in that year 
the Town Mill is mentioned as paying a rent of £1 2s. 6d. to the 
Exchequer. In 1166 the rent is £2. In 1167-8 it is £2 5s. Od. 
In 1168-9 the same Provost is debited £10 as his official contribu- 
tion towards the Marriage Aid of the King's daughter Mathilda to 
the Duke of Saxony. He paid £6 6s. 8d. The rest of the Burgesses 
paid £2 28. Od. in four instalments. In 1169-70 the Provost pays 
another instalment of £2 ds. 4d. In 1171-2 he pays the balance, 
and says the Pipe Boll '* quietus est,*' he is quit, i.e., at rest. So that 
his £10 seems to have been a relatively serious sum and not easy to 
pay off-hand. At Michael-mas, 1173, we have the last notice of 
the mill-rent, the payment of the half-year's rent of £1 2s. 6d. 
being the close of its history. In 1176 Robert de Stafford, as 
Chief Constable of Stafford, collects £34 13s. 4d., proceeds of sale 
of the chattels of Walter the late Provost, who, if still living, was 
an outlaw. In 1181 the King receives six shillings as rent for a 
smithy in Stafford, which the next year falls to four, at which 
valuation it seems to have remained. In 1186 five shillings are paid 
for the reparation of the Gaol by writ of Ranulph de Glanville the 
Justiciary. Such is the record we gather from the Pipe Rolls. 
Scanty as it is, it has enabled us to fix the amount of the town-rent 
not stated in this Charter, as it is in those of Leicester, Yarmouth, 
and other places, whose Charters are nearly of the same date. But 
we do not find what was the exact extent of burgage tenancy 
required to constitute its possessor a Burgess. In Leicester it 
meant a plot of ground having a street frontage of twelve feet. A 
century later the burgage of Salford consisted of one acre of ground. 

jTyjl E now come to the Charter itself. The remarks here made 
VScA* upon it, being intended to assist in the understanding of 
similar and subsequent instruments, necessarily travel now and 
then beyond the text, but not, it is hoped, beyond the subject. 
Much, therefore, of the comment on this Charter will apply to most 
that follow. 

The Preamble. Johannes Dei Qratia Bex, — It will be noticed 
that in several respects the spelling of the Latin words is different 
from that accepted at the present time. To alter it would be to destroy 
an important feature, and therefore no other change has been 
attempted than the extending of the contracted words necessary to 
the true reading of the text, and to prove the fidelity of the translation. 
In such words as etiam, gratia, &c., c is put for t, while e stands for 
(B in the inflexions of nouns, adjectives, &c. This is all that need be 
said on the matter. The phrase ** by the grace of God," afterwards 
used by princes of much inferior rank, was, in the early days of 
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fendalism, used only by Sovereigns of really independent position, 
and strictly in accordance with feudal principles. Every right was 
understood as being held by grant or grace of the Lord Paramount 
of the land. The King acknowledged no earthly superior: hence 
he states his tenure to be by the favour of God. In ecclesiastical 
tenures the word is sometimes grace, sometimes compassion. It 
was only after the ideas of feudalism had become weakened or 
obsolete that a lower class of feudatories ventured to assume this 
Boyal compellation. 

Dominiis Hibemie, — This title was conferred upon John by his 
father in 1177, when sent as Viceroy into Ireland. The title of King 
of Ireland is not assumed in the series of Stafford Charters until the 
84th Henry VIII. 

Dux Normannie. — Duke of Nonnandy. Both Normannie and 
Normannorum are used in the Charters of the Norman Dukes. He 
inherited the title from his father, and is himself the last English 
Eang who used it. 

Et Aquitannie, — John became Duke of Aquitania, or as we now 
say of Aquitaine, really through his mother, unless by legal fiction, 
as Henry II. was made Duke in 1152, jy/re uxoris. The title is 
continued until Edward 11. 

Comes Andegavie. — Earl of Anjou. Of course from his father: 
John is the last English King who used this title. Some few Charters, 
however, continue all these forms until Henry VIII. 

Archiepiscopis. — ^The higher clergy in these times were frequently 
employed in the most important offices of the Government. They 
were constituted Barons by William I., and were held responsible 
for feudal service, at least by proxy. 

Episcopis. — There were 16 Bishoprics in England in 1204. 

Abbatibus, — William I. had made the heads of all the mitred 
abbeys members of the Great Council, and answerable for their 
quota of military service as Barons. 

?./ Comitii. — The greater Barons. Originally co-presidents with the 

Bishops of the Shire-motes or County Courts. 

Baronibus, — ^The lesser Barons, who yet were tenants in capita 
and members of the Great Council. The ancient treatise called 
"Modus tenendi Parliamentum " fixes the knight's fees of an Earl at 
20s., those of a Baron at 13s., but the document is not proved to be 
authentic, and its estimate must be taken with considerable latitude. 

Jtisticiariis. — The Chief or King's Justiciary under the Norman 
Kings was an officer of the highest dignity, being in the King's 
absence Viceroy and Governor of the Kingdom. The other Justiciaries 
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or Justices were Judges of Assize, and after 22 Henry 11. (1176), 
circuit Judges — Justices in Eyre or in Itinere, travelling to their 
respective circuits as appointed. The Assizes were so called from 
the Judges sitting together to determine oases. 

Vicecomitibus. — These so-called Viscounts were not, as might be 
inferred, deputies of the Comites or Earls, but of the King. On the 
appointment of these deputies, the Earls no longer held their ancient 
privilege of governing their Earldoms, the Earls Palatine alone 
excepted, but were merely titular Barons. As the King's officers 
these Viscounts obtained the name of Shire-Geref, Shire-Reeve, or 
Sheriff. In this connection the word Vicecomes is always rendered 
Sheriff, the title Viscount not coming into use until many years 
afterwards. Sometimes it happened that an Earl was appointed 
Sheriff in his own Earldom or some other. As such he was styled 
Vicecomes, 

Prepositis, — ^These were the Chief Magistrates of the Boroughs 
or Towns as the Sheriffs were of the Counties. They are also called 
Port-Eeeves, Burg-Reeves, Bailiffs, and lastly Mayors. 

Ministris. — Certain officers of the Crown or of the Barons, such 
as Seneschal or Steward, Constable, Marshal, Chancellor, Chamber- 
lain, &c. 

Ballvois. — Bailiffs, that is deputies. Bail meant pledge or 
responsibility. 

Fidelibus, — Lieges. All freemen who owed fealty for any 
property or protection. Fidelis at the time of the Conquest carried 
with it a much more extended meaning than the mere Latin idea of 
"faithful." It was a technical feudal word well known to jurists, 
and meant a subject or vassal bound by oath to his lord. So fealty 
meant more than merely honest fidelity. It involved a definite legal 
bond to be fulfilled as the price of tenure. 

The order of Ranks here observed is derived from the Charters 
of the Anglo-Saxon Kings. 

Carta. — It will be observed that in the original this word is 
spelt without h. The change of c into ch is, however, common in 
Norman-French, and gives us such words as chant and chamber. 

Burgenses, — Burgesses. As independence of jurisdiction and 
self-government in local affairs constituted a Borough, sothe men who 
possessed the Burgages of which it consisted were called Burgesses. 
Whether the Borough was so called because it was fenced within 
stakes or walls (burh) (burgus) (urbs), or because it was bailed to 
answer for the peace and honesty of its inhabitants (borh) (borg) 
(vadum), a pledge or promise as in fridborg, may be an open question. 
They came to much the same thing, i.e., security, and probably owed 
their derivation to the same root. 
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The privileges of a Burgess were very substantial. For example, 
a bondsman or villein could not give his daughter in marrisige 
vrithout his master's consent, nor sometimes without degradation of 
the worst kind, whereas a Burgess had liberty to do as he pleased 
without consulting any superior, or paying any tax, saving in the 
case of wardship. After his death, his widow might marry without 
interference from any feudal lord. Burgesses had right of common 
pasture everywhere, except in corn fields, meadows, or enclosures, 
and none but Burgesses were allowed to make or sell any article of 
merchandise, or carry on business in the Borough, unless by special 
permission of the community. A curious illustration of these privileges 
occurs as recorded in the Banco Eoll of 14 and 15 Edward I. (1286). 
Four Stafford men were summoned by a man from Newcastle for 
illegally taking his chattels, viz., three skins, in the vill of Stafford. 
The defendants pleaded they were Burgesses of the town of Stafford, 
and King John by his Charter had conceded that Stafford should be 
a Free Borough for ever, and that the Burgesses should have the 
Borough cum soca, &c., and all other liberties and free customs, and 
they state that from time out of memory it had been the custom 
that no stranger, who was not of the liberty, could sell wool by the 
fleece, and they produced the Charter of King John (now before us) 
dated 1st May in the seventh year of his reign, and the plaintiff 
stated that he was a Burgess of Newcastle-under-Lyme, and that 
King Henry (the father of Edward I.) had granted them a Charter, 
by which the town was made a Free Borough, and that they might 
have a Merchants' Guild in the same Borough with permission of 
selling their merchandise throughout England, and freedom from all 
tolls B,ndpas8agiym, A postscript states that the parties appeared at 
Michaelmas, 15 Edward I., and a verdict was given in favour of 
the Burgesses of Stafford, on the ground that the plaintiff showed 
nothing against the immemorial customs of the town of Stafford, and 
the Charter of Newcastle was posterior in date to the Charter given 
by King John to the town of Stafford. The earliest Charter of 
Newcastle in fact dates from 1235. 

As the Charter states — the Burgesses were free from all taxes, 
tolls, and liabilities to which non-Burgesses were subject, excepting 
those which they assessed upon themselves for the maintenance of 
the Borough. In return for these privileges, every Burgess had to 
undertake " soot" and ** lot." To pay his " scot " (sceata was the 
name of a small Anglo-Saxon coin) was to pay his share of the local 
taxation just mentioned, and to bear his **lot" was to serve in 
municipal offices when called upon, or in war under the municipal 
banner or that of his overlord. These banners, by the way, are 
frequently mentioned in the chronicles. On them were emblazoned 
certain badges or heraldic emblems — then as well known as the 
colours of our modern regiments. Thus we meet with the " White 
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Ship" of Bristol, the "Black Bam" of Coventry, the "Leopard" of 
Salisbury, the "Wolf" of Worcester, the "Dragon" of Gloucester, 
the "St. George" of Nottingham, the "Griffin" of Leicester, and 
the " White Swan," the " Nave," and the " Knot " of Stafford. 

Feodifirma. Fee-farm. — This was the right which a vassal 
possessed in the land or movable property of his lord — to its usufruct, 
on rendering to his lord such fragment as was attached to the 
particular tenure — the actual property remaining vested in the lord 
aforesaid. In a modern sense it was the rental (redditum) paid for 
the use of the property. The rental paid by the Burgesses of Stafford 
has been already mentioned from other records — the precise sum not 
being stated in this Charter. It seems to have been 5 marks of 
silver. 

Lestagium. — Lastage, a toll paid for the liberty of carrying goods 
for sale to fairs and markets. 

Passagium, — ^Passage, a toll on passing gates, ports, or bridges, 
the last being specially termed pontage. 

Paagivm. — ^Evidently not identical with passagium. Perhaps it 
referred to pavagium or pavage — i.£., road making or mending. P^e 
(Fr.), sometimes rendered j^oo^mm, was a toll paid for right-of-way 
through the Boyal forests — such as Cannock and Kinfare. It might 
be this. 

Stallagium, — Stallage, a toll on stands or stalls in fairs and 
markets, such as were used for the display of goods. 

Pontagivm. — Pontage, special bridge-tolls. 

Salva libertate civitatis Londinii. — ^This is an important exception, 
for the privileges of the Londoners — ^though at times dearly bought — 
were very valuable. The Charter of Henry I. enacted that " all the 
men of London shall be quit and free, and all their goods, throughout 
England and the seaports, of and from all toll passage and lastage 
and all other customs . . . and if any shall take toll or custom 
of any citizen of London, the citizens of London shall take of the 
borough or town where toll or custom was so taken, so much as the 
man of London gave for toll, and as he received damage thereby." 
The Charter of Henry II. confirmed that of his grandfather. That 
of John, granted 17th June, 1199, says more generally " that all the 
citizens of London shall be quit from toll or lastage, and every other 
custom throughout all our lands, on this side, and beyond the seas." 

Breve de Morte Antecessoris, — Writ of Mort d'Ancester. It is 
not easy to set down briefly the scope and provisions of this brief. 
"The case lies where a claimant's father (or other near relative) died 
seised of land, tenements, &c., which he held in Fee Simple ; and 
after his death, a stranger abates." Bracton, in his Treatise de 
Legibus Anglies, bk. 4, has a long discourse, capp. 1 — 19, on the Assize 
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of Mortdanoester. As the Assize is set aside by this Charter, for the 
oostom of the Borough it would seem to be a proof of the usage of 
Borough English in Stafford. Borough English was in some sort a 
remedy against the iniquitous jxM Maritagii, or marriage-right of 
earlier times. 

We now come to the oommon enumeration of particular rights. 

In bosco, — The modern word *' bush " is the descendant of this 
term — the older sense of which is retained in the Australian colonies, 
meaning thick tree-growth as distinct from planot the open plain. 

Yiis, — In highways as distinct from semitis, byways or footpaths. 

Pratis. — Meadows of grass land for mowing. 

Pascuis. — Pasture lands, for grazing. 

Moris. — Moors, often interspersed with mariscis, marsh lands or 
fens. 

Aquis. — Waters generally. 

Molendin^, — Mills, here perhaps water-mills. 

Vivariis, — ^Vivaries, or breeding places for small animals^-or 
fish — sometimes rendered warrens. The Vivarium at Stafford will 
be referred to later on. 

Stagnis, — Pools of standing water. 

Bipariis. — Bivers, that is, the streams, not the banks. 

Piscariis. — Piscaries, fishing reaches, or portions of rivers fre- 
quented for angling or netting. 

Forisfactura. — Forfeiture. The amount of the penalty exacted 
by the King for infringement of these rights is not stated. In John's 
Charter to Nottingham of 1201, and in that of Yarmouth granted in 
1208, the forfeit or fine is specified as being £10. 

Witnesses, — In the distribution of Charters into clauses, this part 
is called the "Hiis Testibus" clause. It was first added as an 
essential part by Eiohard I., and is peculiar to Charters as distinct 
from Letters Patent, until the reign of Henry VIII. Its historical 
importance has been alluded to in the Preface. And as material for 
the verification of other historical facts, its value can scarcely be 
overrated. Yet in some collections of Charters it is slurred over, or 
even entirely omitted. We do not intend to be guilty of this error, 
but as far as possible shall endeavour to make out in every document 
the individuality of every person whose name appears in this clause. 

/. Norwicensi. — John de Gray, 5th Bishop of Norwich (1200 — 
1214). He had formerly been domestic chaplain to the King, and 
Archdeacon of Cleveland. Consecrated September 24, 1200. Was 
now Lord Chief Justiciary and Archbishop Elect of Canterbury, 1206, 
but set aside by the Pope. Appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland. Four 
years after this signature he assisted the King in dividing Ireland 
into counties. Died 1214. 
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P. Winton, — Peter de Bupe, or Bupibus, better known perhaps 
nnder his Norman-French designation of Sir Piers des Boohes, Knight, 
Bucoeeded G. Fitz Piers as Lord Chief Justiciary of England (1213 
— 1227). Viceroy in 1208. Formerly Treasurer of Poictiers, sometimes 
somewhat erroneously called Seneschal of Poitou. Was consecrated 
Bishop of Winchester 25th Sept., 1205. Died 9th June, 1238. At 
the date of the Charter he was Archdeacon of Stafford. 

H. Sa/rr. — Herbert Pauper, or Poore. As far back as 1175 he 
was Archdeacon of Canterbury ; Bishop Elect of Sarum 29th April, 
1194; Justiciary the same year. Died 6th Feb., 1217. 

O.fil. Petri, — Geoffrey Fitz Piers. First came into notice in 
1184. Appointed Chief Justiciary on the deposition of Hubert Walter 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 1198. Sheriff of Staffordshire the same 
year. In 1200 was Lord Chief Justiciary of the Curia Begis at Bedford, 
while Hubert of Canterbury presided over that held at Westminster 
in the same year. He had presided at Westminster the year before, 
Simon de Patshull being one of his coadjutors. In 1202 he resigned 
his post, but he resumed it 1213. Being a very prominent personage, 
his name occurs repeatedly as a witness to Charters of the time, 
especially among the Pipe Bolls of Bichard I. and the Liberate and 
Close Bolls of John. He was the famous claimant to the Earldom 
of Essex, after the death of Will, de Mandeville, as husband of 
Beatrix de Say. His claim was disputed by Geoffrey de Say, his 
wife's uncle, but was ultimately decided in his favour. Hence his 
appearance in the Charter under this title. His son also, Geoffrey 
Fitzpiers (more correctly perhaps Fitz Geoffrey), was one of the 26 
Barons who stood as sureties for the fulfillment of the Great Charter 
of 1215 in 1217. It was on the death of the High Justiciary in 1213 
that John, who hated and feared him, exclaimed <*By the Lord's 
feet I am now for the first time King and Lord of England." 

B, Oom. Oest. — Banulf — Bandal, or Balph de Blundeville, 6th 
Earl Palatine of Chester, called Blundeville from his birthplace, 
Album Monasterium, Blanch Minster, or Blundeville, now Oswestry 
— ^was son of Hugh of Kevelioc and his wife Bertra d'Evreux. Earl 
of Chester from 1180 to 1231. Justiciary 1193. In 1218—1220 he 
built Chartley and Beeston Castles, giving the former to his third 
sister Agnes, wife of Will, de Ferrers, 7th Earl of Derby. B. de 
Blundeville was knighted by Henry II. in 1188, and made Earl of 
Huntingdon, Lincoln, Mercia (Stafford), and Bichmond. Died 26th 
Oct., 1232. His first wife was Constance of Brittany, his second 
Clemencia, widow of Alan de Dinant, and daughter of Balph de 
Feugers. 

W, Com. Sarr, — William Longesp^e, 3rd Earl of Salisbury, A 
natural son of Henry II. by Bosamund, daughter of Walter Poinz, 
Governor of Llandovery and Brynllis Castles. This Walter Poinz 
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married Margaret, daughter of Ealph de Toeni, a relation of the Barons 
of Stafford. The present Baron was Nicholas. De Toeni was Lord 
of Clifford's Castle, near Hay, in Herefordshire, and from this property 
Poinz assumed the name of de Clifford. His eldest daughter, 
Bosamund, was Henry's first choice before his marriage and bore him 
two sons, Geoffrey, the elder, afterwards Bishop of Lincoln and 
Archbishop of York, and William, who by marriage with Bla, 
daughter of Will. d'Evreux, Earl of Salisbury, succeeded to that 
Earldom in 1146. He was now an old man, and died in the year 
of the Charter. 

W,fil, Ger.— Warine Fitz Gerold, son of the Warine Fitz Gerold 
who was chamberlain and treasurer to Henry II. He was among 
the rebel Barons in 1217, lost his lands and died soon after. He is 
sometimes called the King's chamberlain. His name frequently occurs 
in Becords, Charters, &c. If his name, however, ,be the one under 
date 1157 in Dugdale's Lists (Origg. Juridiciales, p. 3), and then at 
least 26 years old — ^the Warine who signed this Charter may have 
been his nephew, the son of his brother Henry. 

Thorn. Basset, — The Bassets were a very widespread and 
influential family. Most of those whose names occur were lawyers 
or soldiers or both. In the time of Henry I., Ealph Basset, Baron 
of Weldon, co. Northampton, was a High Justiciary of England, and 
was succeeded in that dignity by his son Bichard, who has the 
remarkable record of appearing with Alberic (Aubrey) de Vere as 
Co-Sheriff of eleven counties from 31 Henry I. to 1 Henry II. (1131 
— 1154). His eldest son took the name of Geoffrey Bidel, after the 
Justiciary of that name — his maternal grandfather. The second son, 
Ealph, became Lord of Drajrton, co. Stafford. The third, William, 
became Lord of Sapcote, co. Leicester : thus founding the two great 
baronial houses of the name of Basset. A brother of Eichard Baron 
of Weldon, named Gilbert, had a son Thomas, who in 1178-9 was a 
judge in the S.W. Circuit, in the same commission with John Bishop 
of Norwich (before mentioned). In 1164 he was Sheriff of Oxford, 
after which his name appears frequently until 1179, when he received 
the Barony of Hedendon, co. Oxford. He died 1183, leaving two 
sons, Thomas and Alan, both witnesses to this Charter, and a 
daughter married to Bichard de Camville. The Bassets had 
considerable landed interests in this county. 

Alan, Basset. — Second son of Thomas Basset of Hedendon. 
He was a favourite with both King Eichard and King John. 
From Eichard he received grants of the Manors of Woking and 
Mapledurwell. From John those of Wycombe and Berewike with 
many other benefits. He is a frequent witness to Charters. He 
attended John into Ireland, and was present at Eunnimede on the 
eventful day of the presentation of Magna Carta. He was the faithful 
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friend and servant of Henry III. during his boyhood and as he grew 
up, and fulfilled many important offices, among the rest that of 
Justiciary. Died Oct., 1232. 

Peter de Stokes. — This is a name which constantly occurs in 
the Bolls and Charters of Eichard I. and John, suggesting some 
official capacity in connection with the Chancery or Treasury or 
Boyal Household. In point of fact, in several instances he is called 
Senescallus noster (our Steward), Senescallus Regis, &c. Probably he 
was an elderly man at the date of this Charter. He travelled about 
with the King, witnessing legal documents daily. His last signature 
occurs as witness to a Boyal Order reported in the Close BoUs, and 
dated St. Jean d'Angely, 25th June, 1206, within two months of the 
present signature. On May 1, 1205, exactly twelve months previously, 
the King granted him the Manor of Osprey or Ospring for himself 
and children bom of Juliana his wife, daughter of Almeric Despenser. 
In 1207 a writ to the Exchequer shows that he was then dead and 
his property left to his wife — the witness being Geoffrey Fitz Piers. 
When King John left Windsor after granting this Charter to Stafford 
he travelled straight to the coast, embarked at Yarmouth, Isle of 
Wight, and arrived at La Bochelle about the 8th or 9th June, and 
thence reached St. Jean d'Angely about the 24th. 

Thorn, de Ardint, or Erdington, — The name of this witness 
appears in 1194-5, &c., in deeds between himself and Hervey Bagot 
and his wife Milisent de Stafford. In 1197-8 he was Deputy-Sheriff 
of Staffordshire under Hugh de Chaucombe, and the year following 
under Geoffrey Fitz Piers. In 1204 he and Bobert de Hauterive are 
named as Bailiffs in Staffordshire and Salop. He remained Sheriff 
of Staffordshire until 2 Henry III. (1217—18), when he died. 

Joscelini Bathon. Electu — This official witness was Vice- 
Chancellor and Deputy- Keeper of the Seal under Hubert Walter 
Archbishop of Canterbury. He was brother to Hugh de Wells, 
Bishop of Lincoln, and enjoyed many favours from the King. His 
name is attached to various Charters between February, 1204, and 
September, 1205, as giving the instrument by attaching thereto the 
Boyal Seal. About a month after the date of this Charter, viz., 28th 
May, 1206, he was consecrated Bishop of Bath — not of Bath and 
Wells, as the controversy with Glastonbury did not cease until after 
his appointment. He was present with Alan Basset and other faithful 
adherents of the King at Bunnimede. In 1218 we find him among 
the Circuit Judges. He was Bishop for 37 years, and with his brother 
Hugh became the co-founder of Wells Cathedral, where he was buried 
in 1242 in a tomb erected during his lifetime. On this tomb was 
once a flat brass effigy of himself, the earliest known example of a 
monumental brass in England. 

The Date of the Present Chabter. — ** Given by the hand 
of Josceline Lord Bishop Elect of Bath (we have just seen that he 
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was consecrated on the 28th of the current month), at Windsor, on 
the first day of May, in the seventh year of our reign." 

The regnal years of King John began on Ascension Day, May 
27th. Hence Ist May of his seventh year would be in 1206. If, as 
some writers have stated, his year began with 6th April, then May 
1st would be in 1205. The 6th April, 1199, was the day of 
Bichard's death. But the early Norman and Plantagenet Kings 
dated from their coronation, and that of John was Ascension Day, 
1199. His seventh year consequently extends from May 19th, 
1205, to May 10th, 1206. Moreover the Itinerary of John shews 
that on 1st May, 1206, he was at Beading, on 1st May, 1206, at 
Windsor, whence this Charter is dated. This therefore is its true 
date. 

■.Job nineteen years we have no farther record of any Boyal 
i ■ \ benefice to the town of Stafford. But in the me m o ry of 
Henry III., in fact just one year before he was declared of age, 
i.e., in 1225, there occurs in the Patent Bolls a note ''of aid 
that was granted to the Burgesses of Stafford." The Burgesses of 
Stafford have a concession from our Lord the King for all things 
concerning the aid that was to be had for the purpose of enclosing 
their town, until the period of two years from the Festival of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Mary in the 8th year of our reign, in 
the form in which the Burgesses of Salop have the same. But 
where mention is made of each carriage or cart of the same county 
carrying things for sale, it is added, '* carrying salt or com or other 
things for sale," and where it is said '* carrying salt and other things 
for sale," it is added " or passing through the same town." Witness 
the King himself at Bedford, on the 4th day of August. Before the 
Justiciary and the Bishops of Bath and Sarum. (Bot. Pat. 8 H. III., 
p. 2, m. 4.) 

To explain this, here follows the Salop grant : — 

Of the Town of Salop that was to be enclosed. The King, to the Sheriff 
of Salop and to sJl the men of the same oounty. Greeting. Enow ye, that 
we have granted to the Burgesses of Salop, in aid of the enclosure of the 
town of Salop, which is to be enclosed for the security and protection of 
that town as well as of the parts adjacent, that they may take once in every 
week until the end of one yecur from the Day of St. John the Baptist in the 
8th year of our reign, from every carriage or cart of the same county of 
Salop carrying things for sale into the same town to be sold there, one 
penny, and for every load of things for sale to be sold there — except for a 
load of underwood one farthing — and for every horse and mare and ox and 
cow for sale, and brought thither, to be sold, one halfpenny ; and for 10 
sheep or goats or pigs for sale, and brought thither to be sold, one penny ; 
and for 5 sheep and pigs and goats, one halfpenny ; and for every ship 
coming into the town of Salop by the water of Severn, laden with things for 
sale and to be sold there, fourpence. But so that by reason of this grant of 
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ours oonoeming those kinds of carriages, carts, loads, horses, mares, oxen, 
cows, sheep, goats, or pigs, or ships coming into the town of Salop with 
things for sale, nothing shall be taken after that term aforesaid has been 
completed. But after that stated term has been completed, that custom 
shall fall and be altogether abolished. And thereupon we command you the 
Sheriff, that you make this our grant to be proclaimed throughout the whole 
of your bailiwick and firmly observed until the term aforesaid, as is aforesaid. 
Witnessed by the King himself at Northampton, on the 18th day of June 
in the 8th year of our reign, before the Justiciary and the Bishops of Bath 
and Sarum. (Bot. Fat. a^ 8 Hen. III., p. 1, m. 8.) 

Two years afterwards we find, however, that the term is 
extended. (A** 10 Hen. III., m. 6.) 

Of the enclosure of the town of Salop and of the town of Stafford. 

The term of the grant which our Lord the King made to the good men of 
Salop about taking custom in aid of the fortification of their town is prolonged 
from the Day of St. John the Baptist in the 10th year of our reign until the 
Feast of St. Michael in the 11th year in the same form in which the first 
letters were issued. Witnessed by the King himself, at Westminster, on 
the 21st day of May, in the 10th year of our reign, in presence of the 
Justiciary. 

In the same manner the term of the grant whioh the good men 
of Stsifford have regarding custom to be taken for fortifying their 
town, of Stafford, is prolonged until the same feast of St. Michael in 
the 11th year from the Day of the Assumption of the Blessed Mary 
in the 10th year, in the form in which they first had the other grant. 
Witnessed as above. 

mHE next document that comes before us is the Charter and 
Inspeximus of the 12th Henry III., which follows. But 
in this plsBce it may be mentioned that a Patent of five years 
later speaks '* of customs to be taken at Stafford "in connection with 
preceding grants. "The men of Stafford have letters concerning 
customs to be taken in their vill for its enclosure, to last from the 
Feast of St. Michael in the 17th year of our reign until the period of 
two years, in the same tenor that the men of Bridgenorth have their 
letters for the enclosure of their town, which are enrolled below in 
this EoU. Witness myself at Evesham, the 23rd day of September." 
Here follows a similar grant to that of Salop. And a mandate was 
sent to the Sheriff of Salop, Sir Peter de Eivallis, who was also 
Sheriff of Stafford, that he cause it to be claimed and kept. 

II. Charter, with Inspeximus of Henry III., confirming the 
Charter of John. 12th Hen. III. (1228). 
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d^f^nxitt Uc. of l&entg III. 

|ENEY, by the Grace of God, King of England, Lord of 
Ireland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, Earl of 
Anjou. To his Archbishops, Bishops, Abbats, Priors, 
Earls, Barons, Justiciaries, Sheriffs, Provosts, Minis* 
ters, and all Bailiffs and Lieges, Greeting. Te should know that 
we have inspected the Charter of the Lord John the King our father 
in these words. [Here follows the preceding Charter, word for 
word to the end.] TDCdC therefore having considered this grant, and 
that it is agreeable to the aforesaid Burgesses, by our seal do grant 
and have confirmed for ourselves and our heirs as the aforesaid 
Charter of our father which they still possess reasonably bears witness. 
These being WittnCBBCS I Josceline of Bath, Richard of Sarum, 
Bishops; Hubert de Burgh Earl of Kent, Justiciary of England; 
William Marshall Earl of Pembroke, John Marshall, Philip D'Albini, 
Ralph Fitz Nicholas, Osbert Giffard, Richard D'Argenton, John 
Fitz Philip, and others. Given by the hand of the Yen. Father 
Ralph (de Nevill) Bishop of Chichester, and our Chancellor, at 
Reading, the 11th day of April, in the 12th year of our Reign. 

iJDatta l^mtiti nittt wmi \2mu 

IJENBICUS, del gratia Bex Anglie, Dominus Hybemie, Dux 
Normannie et Aquitannie, Comes Andegavie, Archiepisoopis 
Episcopis AbbatibuB Prioribus, Comitibus Baronibus Justiciariis 
Yicecomitibus Prepositis Ministris et Onmibus BaJlivis et fidelibus suis, 
Salutem. Noveritis nos inspexisse Cartam domini Johannis Begis Patrls 
nostri in hec verba. [See above.] IPiOB igitur banc concessionem ratam 
et gratam habentea earn predictis Burgensibus aigillo nostro concedimus 
et confirmavimus pro nobis et heredibus nostria sicut carta prediota 
patris nostri quam inde habent racionabUiter testatur. Hiis te0tibUd« J. 
Bathonie, B. Sarisburie, Episcopis. H. de Burgo comite Eancie, Justiciario 
Anglie; W. Marescallo comite Penbroohie, Johanne Marescallo, Philippe 
de Albiniaco, Badulfo filio Nicholai, Osberto GifEia.rd, Bicardo de Argentone, 
Johanne filio Philippi, et aliis. Data per iina.rmm Venerabilis Patris B. 
Cicestrensis, Episcopi et Cancellarii nostri apud Badinges, xi*^ die Aprilia 
Anno regni nostri Duodecimo. 




Written in a grood, legible, half-charter hand (i.e, partaking somewhat of the 
character of a book hand), on a piece of vellum about 16i x 10§ inches, including fold 
at foot, having attached a fragment of a faded red silk cord formerly holding the seal 
With large holes (mouse or insect eaten) in the transverse folds, especially the lowest, 
where the words underlined are miBsing, but restored in the text from the Inspeximus 
of Edward II. 
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Boit^ on i^B C!)attn $cc. of 
^entg in. 

mHIS Charter of Henry III. is simply an acknowledgment 
from the King that he has inspected and hereby confirms 
his father's Charter, already in possession of the Burgesses of 
Stafford. In order that there shall be no dispute as to what he 
confirms, the whole Charter of John is recited verbatim, and a fresh 
group of witnesses attest the present confirmation. 

Joscelino of Bathonie. — Josceline of Bath has been already 
referred to. 

B, Sa/rr, — Eichard Poore, bom at Tarent in Dorset. He was 
made Dean of Salisbury in 1197, and thence raised to the Bishopric 
of Chichester in 1215. About midsummer, 1217, he was translated 
to Salisbury, and soon began the removal of the See from Old to 
New Sarum. In 1219 he began the present magnificent cathedral. 
The first notice of this in the Close Bolls occurs 18th May, 1220, 
with the King's precept to Eichard de Grimsted to deliver to E. 
Bishop of Sarrisburie, 40 good cheverons, out of his bailiwick of the 
King's gift towards the structure. In 1221 we find a precept to the 
Sheriff of Southampton to pay £7 10s. tithes of the New Forest, 
and other sums. On the 9th February in this year, William Earl 
of Salisbury is ordered to allow the bishop 50 oak-trees out of the 
forest of Panchet for making '' rogos " for the new works being 
carried on at Salisbury, from such parts as they could best be 
spared ''without damaging our forest." Many such entries are 
found. For nine years Poore continued the work until he was 
translated to the See of Durham, in May, 1228 (the year of the 
present Charter). The building of Salisbury Cathedral, which he 
left to his successors to finish, took up altogether thirty years. He 
died 1237. '' A man of deep learning and sincere sanctity." 

Hubert de Burgh, — The well-known Chief Justiciary of England. 
He was of a noble and ancient lineage, tracing his ancestry from the 
family of Charlemagne. He was grandson's grandson of Eobert, 
half brother of William the Conqueror. Early in life he entered 
the service of Eichard I., and was chamberlain to John, being 
so designated in a Charter of 1200. He advanced rapidly in the 
royal favour, and had license to fortify his house at Dunstore, in 
Cornwall, in 1202. In the same year he was Sheriff of Cornwall 
and Berks. He was entrusted with the charge of Prince Arthur 
of Brittany, but refused to ill-treat him. He attended at Eunni- 
mede in the capacity of Seneschal of Poitou. A few days afterwards 
he was appointed Chief Justice of England. With the aid of the 
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great patriot, William Marshall Earl of Pembroke, he suooessfully 
resisted the French invasion, and although Dugdale calls Marshall 
Chief Justice, it is against the evidence. Marshall was certainly 
regent or protector of the kingdom on the accession of Henry III., 
but De Burgh continued Justiciary. On the Earl Marshal's death 
in 1219 the regency was conferred on Hubert, while the personal 
charge of the young king was given to Peter des Eoches. In 
1222 Hubert married Margaret, sister of Alexander II. of Scotland, 
whose wife Joanna was sister to Henry III., and in 1227 he was 
made Earl of Kent. In 1282 came his terrible disgrace and 
downfall. After a most painful period of persecution, he passed a 
few years of peace, and died in 1243 at Banstead, in Surrey. His 
palace in London was on the site now occupied by Whitehall. 

William Marshall or MareschalL — Earl of Pembroke. There 
were four Marshals besides the Magister Mariscallus of the King's 
household (marescallus noster). This William is the famous Earl 
Marshal who, beyond any patriot of his time, was deserving of 
being called the saviour of his country. High in royal favour and 
of unswerving loyalty through four reigns, he was undoubtedly the 
most respected man in England. He is first mentioned about 1181 
as the friend of the younger Henry. He was the second son of 
John fitz Gilbert, and through his friendship with Bichard I. was 
permitted to marry Isabella, daughter and heir of Bichard Strongbow, 
Earl of Pembroke, and thus acquired immense wealth. His name 
appears frequently on Charters throughout the reign of John, for 
whom in 1209 he was Deputy in Ireland. He was present in 1216 
at Bunnimede. Upon John's death, he was appointed *' rector regis 
et regni," and procured Henry's coronation at Gloucester. All the 
earlier mandates of the King are sealed with William Marshall's 
seal, as the King had none. By the moderation of his government 
he reconciled the majority of the barons, and by his energy in 
punishing the rest enforced the respect due to the royal authority. 
Unfortunately, he did not survive long enough to complete the work 
he had so ably begun. He died 1219 (3 Henry III.) Dugdale has 
made several misstatements concerning him — for instance, in calling 
him Chief Justiciary; also in making Alice de Betoun to be his 
second wife, whereas she was the wife of his son William. He left 
five sons, William, Bichard, Gilbert, Walter, and Anselm, all of 
whom succeeded in turn to the Earldom, and all died without issue, 
so that the inheritance went among the heirs of his five daughters, 
Matilda, wife of Hugh Bigod Earl of Norfolk, and afterwards of 
John de Warenne Earl of Surrey ; Joanna, wife of Warine de 
Munchensy ; Isabella, wife of Gilbert de Clare Earl of Gloucester, 
and afterwards of Bichard Earl of Cornwall ; Sibyl, wife of William 
de Ferrers Earl of Derby ; and Eva, wife of William de Braose or 
Bruce. 
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John Marshall — Nephew to the preceding. In 1203 the King 
gave him a large share of forfeited lands, and in 1204 still farther 
grants of lands and manors. In 1208 he was made Marshal of 
Ireland. In 1215 he became Sheriff of Lincolnshire and custodian 
of several castles. In 1217 (1 Henry III.) he was, together with 
Philip D'Albini, another signatory to this Charter, custodian of the 
Cinque Ports. After numerous other services, he died in 1236. 

Philip D'Albini, — Son of Ealph. The year after the Charter 
given by King John to Stafford, he was governor of Ludlow Castle. 
In 1213 he was in the Isle of Jersey. In 1213 he had charge of the 
castle of Bridgenorth and the Isle of Sark, receiving various benefits 
from the King. Nevertheless, at Runnimede he was on the side of the 
Barons as one of the moderate party, and joined the Boyal standard 
on the accession of Henry. He commanded at the Battle of 
Lincoln on the King's behalf and did service at sea afterwards. 
Being a good scholar, he faithfully fulfilled the office of Tutor and 
Instructor to the King. After a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, he 
joined the Earl of Cornwall in Gascony, and was on several 
important occasions the King's ambassador to Normandy, Anjou, 
Brittany, and Poitou. He died on his way to Palestine about 1230. 

Balph Fitz Nicholas. — The brevity of reference in this instance 
would seem to exclude all possibility of recognition ; but it is this 
very brevity which suggests that the individual was so well known 
as to require no further mention. Acting on this suggestion, I take 
this witness to be the Balph fitz Nicholas who in 1225, three years 
previous to this Charter, held the Honour of PevereU and was 
Constable of Nottingham Castle. In the same year he was 
co-signatory with Josceline of Bath, Richard of Sarum, Ralph of 
Chichester, Phil. D'Albini, and Hugh le Despenser in a Charter 
relating to Newcastle-on-Tyne ; and again with Hubert de Burgh in 
1227. In 1226 he was appointed to join the Embassy to France, 
and the Liberate Rolls of the period fix the sum allowed for his 
expenses. 

Osbert Giffard, — Called in the Close Rolls Constable of Lincoln 
Castle and '' Senescallus Regis." The latter is the office held under 
John by Peter de Stokes. In 1226 the King grants him a market in 
his manor of Wylton. In 1226 he received 60 marks salary for his 
custody of Lincoln Castle. He was with the rebellious Barons 
before John's death, but was taken prisoner. From the Pat. Roll of 
18 John we learn that Isabel de Freville, his wife, had Letters of 
safe conduct to come to the King to treat concerning his enlargement. 
In 1224 he was made Governor of Windsor and Odiham Castles, 
and in 1226 of Lincoln. In 1227 he was Steward in the Royal 
Household. Many years afterwards he again joined the rebellious 
Barons, and was among the prisoners at Northampton in 1244. 
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Richard D'ArgenUm. — Son of Reginald D'Argenton, one of the 
rebel Barons who in 1 Hen. III. made his peace with the King. 
Bichard was Sheriff of Essex and Hertford, and Governor of 
Hertford Castle in 1224, and in 1226 was Sheriff of Cambridge and 
Huntingdon. In the year previous to this Charter he was a Steward 
of the* King's Household, either together with or immediately 
following Osbert Oi&rd. In 1229-30 this Bichard, " being a noble 
knight and valiant in arms," went on pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
There are many notices of him in the Close and other Bolls. He 
died in 1246. 

John Fitz Philip, — ^Another seemingly untraceable personage. 
His name, however, occurs with those of Boger Corbet, William 
Buffas, and Thomas de Bupe, as Justices assignate for the county of 
Stafford, on 6th August, 1225, to take cognizance of the perambula- 
tion of the Forests made by 12 gentlemen of the county, with respect 
to boundaries and divisions. Again in 1227 the King grants that 
John fitz Philip may have reasonable help concerning his men of 
Kinfare and Cnutton. And a mandate is sent to the Sheriffs of 
Stafford, that such help may be afforded him, and also that the 
aforesaid men be not too deeply hurt or aggrieved thereat. Foss 
does not mention this witness : hence he was not a High Justiciary, 
nor does Banks or Dugdale. He was probably a Staffordshire 
landowner, and is mentioned as the King's forester for Kinfare. 'A 
deed of 15th John (1213) grants to John fitz Philip fitz Helgot and 
his heirs the vill of Kenefar, and the custody of the Forest for a 
fee-firm of £9 per annum, and it is to be a hereditary appointment. 
Again in the Placita quo Warranto for Stafford of the 21st Edw. I. 
(1293), John fitz Philip is summoned to shew by what right he 
claimed free warren, fair, market, &c. in Kinfare. His reply to this 
is interesting, as it tells us plainly who he is and what are his proofs 
(Bot. 30). ** John came and says that he claims no warren because 
he says that his aforesaid manor of Kynefare is within the bounds 
of the King's forest. And as to all the other aforesaid liberties, he 
says that he claims in the aforesaid manor two free courts per 

annum And he says that King Bichard, the King's 

ancestor, enfeoffed a certain Philip, son of Halgod, his own ancestor 
of the same manor, with all its liberties by his Charter, which he 
sets forth in these words. [Here he quotes verbatim the Charter 
confirmed by John in 1213 as to the Forest rights, and afterwards as 
to the market and fair, he proves that the right was granted by 
King Henry, the King's father, producing the deed. The jurors 
declare upon oath that the aforesaid John and his ancestors from 
the time of the aforesaid Charters have held the aforesaid courts, 
and have had furca and way/ in the aforesaid manor." Several 
entries of payments to John fitz Philip are given in the Liberate 
c^ BoU^s, and in a Pres^^ito Boll of 12th John (1211) is a memorandum 
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of the payment of 9 marks to certain huntsmen {venatares) and 
among them John fitz Philip, and of 98. with 10 hounds. One way 
or another it is almost possible to make out a very fair biography of 
this medisBval forester merely from the various Bolls, and I permit 
myself to enlarge somewhat concerning him, as his record affords 
interesting information respecting localities still known in the 
county. In the Close Roll of 17th Henry III. (1232-3) is a mandate 
dated Tewkesbury, 28th December, to Peter de Bivallis, the Sheriff, 
to permit John fitz Philip to take from the King's fishpond, of 
Fickeham, 200 bream to put into the fishpond of Flederich in the 
Forest of Elinfare. In 1233-4 John f. P. is ordered to permit 
William, vicar of Womborne, to have of the King's gift 12 sticks of 
timber out of Kinfare Forest, to make rafters for repairing his 
church, which had lately been burnt (Gloucester 2l8t May). This 
kind of order occurs frequently. At length we meet with an 
intimation of John fitz Philip's death. In 1243-4 is a mandate to 
Gilbert de Segrave, who, in 26th Henry III. (1227), had been 
constituted Justice of the Forest and Governor of Kenilworth 
Castle, to permit P., the widow of John fitz Philip, and guardian of 
the land and heir of the said John, to have timber in the Forest of 
Kinfare by tally made between her and the forester of the said 
forest for repair of the houses at Stourton and Bobbington, which 
are in her custody by reason of the minority of the said heir. 
(Nottingham, 10th July, 1244). 

Balph de NevUL — **The precise relationship of B. de Nevill 
to the baronial family of that name," says Foss, "does not 
appear, but in a MS. account of his life in the chapter books of the 
Cathedral of Chichester he is stated to have been bom at Baby 
Castle, their seat in the county of Durham." As he was bom at 
Baby, he was probably brother of Geoffrey fitz Bobert, and son of 
the Lord of Baby and Isabella Nevill. His name first occurs 
publicly on the Pat. Boll of 15th John, where it is stated that the 
great seal was delivered to him at Windsor, 22nd December, 1213, 
to be held under Peter Bishop of Winchester, then Chancellor in 
the absence of Walter de Gray, after whom Bichard de Marisco 
held the great seal until the King's death. Hence Nevill could only 
have acted as deputy. In April, 1214, he was appointed Dean of 
Lichfield. On the accession of Henry III. he became attached to 
the Exchequer, and acted as Deputy-Chancellor during Marisco's 
absence in 1221. In 1222 he was made Chancellor of Chichester, 
and in 1223 was elected Bishop, but not consecrated until April 21, 
1224. In that year he sat as Justiciary in Shropshire. Soon after 
the death of B. de Marisco he became Chancellor. On the death of 
Bichard Weathershed Archbishop of Canterbury, he was elected by 
the monks, with the King's approval, as his successor, and admitted 
to the temporalities. But the Pope, being informed by Simon de 
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Langton that NeviU was unlearned and hasty, and would endeavour 
to shake off the Papal yoke, refused to oonfirm the election. In 
1286, owing to growing unpleasantness with the King's favourites, 
Nevill fell into disfavour. In 1238, against the King's will, he was 
elected Bishop of Winchester and lost the custody of the great seal. 
He ultimately regained the royal favour, and died at Chichester 
Palace in Chancery Lane in 1244. 
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^f^BXttt of JUmtg III. ^xantinQ 
a fair of 8 tiagis^ 

ENRY, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord 
of Ireland, and Duke of Aquitaine. To his Arch- 
bishops, Bishops, Abbats, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justiciaries, Sheriffe, Provosts, Ministers, and all 
Bailiffs and Lieges, Greeting. fCYtOW ^C that we have granted 
and by this our Charter have confurmed to the Burgesses of Stafford 
that they and their heirs for ever shall have a Fair in our Borough 
of Stafford, which they hold from us at fee-farm year by year, to 
continue for eight days, to wit, on the vigil and day and morrow of 
St. Matthew the Apostle, and for five days following, unless this 
Fair shall be injurious to neighbouring fairs. XRUbCtCfOtC we will 
and firmly decree for ourselves and our heirs that the aforesaid 
Burgesses, and their heirs for ever, shall have the aforesaid Fair 
in the Borough aforesaid, with all liberties and free customs 
pertaining to a Fair of this kind, unless this Fair shall be 
injurious to neighbouring fairs, as is before mentioned. These 
being WHtliCBBCB I Reginald Fitz Piers, Thomas Corbet, John de 

(tuxtH Rentict ttttiu 

itontthm^ Jfetiam 8 titetum* 
45 Hetu in., taet* 

IJENBICUS, dei gratia Bex Anglie, Dominus Hibemie, et Dux 
Aquitannie, Archiepiscopis, Episcopis, Abbatibus, Prioribns, 
Comitibus, Baronibus, Justiciariis, Vicecomitibus, Prepositis, 
Ministris, et omnibus BaUivis et fidelibus snis, Salutem. SciatiS nos 
ooncessisse et hac carta nostra confirmasse Burgensibus nostris de 
Staffordia quod ipsi et eonun heredes imperpetuum habeant vnam feriam 
in burgo nostro de Staffordia, quod [quern ?] de nobis tenent ad feodifirmam 
singulis annis per octo dies duraturam videlicet, in vigilio et in die et in 
crastino Sancti Matthei Apostoli, et per quinque dies sequentes. Nisi 
feria ilia sit ad nocumentum vicinarum feriarum. (StuatC V0lUtntl6 et 
firmiter precipimus pro nobis et heredibus nostris quod predicti Biurgenses 
et eorum heredes imperpetuum habeant predictam feriam in burgo predioto 
cum omnibus libertatibus [et] liberls consuetudinibus ad hujusmodi feriam 
pertinentibus. Nisi feria ilia sit ad nocumentum vicinarum feriarum sicut 
predictum est. f)iid tC6tIbU0: Beginaldo filio Petri, Thoma Corbet, 
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Grey, Elias de Babayn, Bobert AguiUun, Philip Marmytm, Philip 
d'Aroy, William de Mortayn, Alan la Zuche, Imberti Pqgeys, 
Ingram de Percy, Peter de Ghauvent, Imbert de Montferrant, and 
others. Given by the hand of Master Nicholas, Archdeacon^ of 
Ely, our Chancellor, at Winchester, on the first day of June, in 
tbe 46th year of our reign. 



Johaaone de Grey, Elia de Babayn*, Boberto Aguillmxi-, Philippe Marmyiuv 
Philippe DeArcy, Willielmo de Morteyn, Alano la ZncheJ, Imberto PageyB^ 
Ingeramo de Percy, Petro de Ghanvent, Imberto de Muntferaunt, et alils. 
Data per manmn Magistri Nicholai, Archidiaconi ElyenaiB, Gancellarii nostri 
^ud Wyntoniam pximo die Junii anno regni nostri qnadragesimo qninto. 



Written on a small sheet of yellnm, 6^ inchee deep (indnding a fbld of 2^ inches) 
t^ 9^ inches wide^ with finely plaited red-and-green sukeo cord, laded, and part of a 
^eat Seal in ^itea wax. In a fine^ regular, and veir legible charter hand, with the 
nsnal contractions, in ten lines. Space left for initial H. 

* Spsilt BajbsTn in ths laipesimiit ol Bmaj V. 
t „ AitfttUlnn „ „ „ 

t „ UZaehB „ „ „ 
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Noteis on if^t ptecetiing it^ntttt. 

mHIS Charter gives the first mention of the Old Pair at 
Stafford. It is appointed to be held from the 23rd to the 
96th February, and for five following days, thus lasting in ordinary 
years until March 2nd, in Leap Years until March 1st. 

It is by no means easy to assign a reason why the witnesses 
named are selected from the anonymous " others," nor indeed to 
identify all that are given. But that they were persons of note may 
be easily admitted. In the previous Charters several of the names 
are of well-known historic interest. Here there are few that are 
even moderately recognizable by the modem reader, yet when 
inquired into, prove to have belonged to men in high position, and 
at the time well known. 

Reginald Fitz Piers. As yet the prefix " fitz " had scarcely 
become fixed as part of the surname — ^it is still simply "filius " or 
** fils," t.e., " son *' — so that we cannot safely assume the identity of 
a man without further proof. Hence it is not self-evident that this 
Reginald is any relative of the Geoffrey fitz Piers named in John's 
Charter. His name, however, occurs in the various Bolls either in 
connection with payments or appointments, and as a co-signatory in 
other Charters. Thus in 1260, the year before the present signature, 
he is summoned, together with certain Staffordshire and Shropshire 
barons, Edmund Basset of Drayton, Eobert de Stafford, Thomas 
Corbet, Philip d'Arcy, Philip Marmyun, Philip Basset, and others, 
to go against Llewellyn Prince of Wales, and in this very year 1261, 
the Testa de Nevill informs us that he held the manor, among others, 
of Swereford, co. Oxon, and is remitted a debt of £161 lis., owing 
to the Exchequer by Peter fitz Herbert, who it appears was his 
father. In 1262 his name occurs again, coupled with several of his 
co-signatories of the present Chajrter, in a concession to Peter of 
Savoy. (Foedera 46 Hen. III., ed. 1816, p. 417.) He is repeatedly 
named among the barons summoned during the wars of Edward I. 

Thomas Corbet, Son of Thomas of Cans Castle, who died in 
1223, one of the Lords Marchers of Wales. He was summoned by 
a precept of Hen. III., in 1239, to attend the King at Oxford to 
consult upon Welsh affairs. In 1249 he was appointed Sheriff of 
Salop and Staffordshire. In 1258 he joined the expedition into 
Wales, to assist Hamon le Strange in protecting Montgomery. In 
1259 he was summoned to Chester to march against the Welsh, and 
again in this year 1261 he had to protect the Marches with all the 
forces he could collect. He died 1274 seised of the Manors of Cans, 
Worthyn, Pokethull, Wentenoure, Munsterly, and Aston, leaving 
his heir Peter Corbet, and three daughters, the eldest of whom, 
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Alioe, became the wife of Eobert (Y) Baron of Stafford and mother 
of Nicholas de Stafford. Through her the castle of Cans became 
afterwards part of the Stafford Barony. 

John de Orey, afterwards known as Grey of Wilton. There 
were several barons of the name of Grey living in 1261. Of these 
the present was probably the son of Henry de Grey of Codnoure or 
Codnor, in co. Derby. He was a great favourite with King John, 
who granted him the special privilege of hunting the hare and fox in 
any Boyal lands except the King's own demesne parks. In 1240 he 
was Sheriff of Bucks, and Beds. In 1247 Constable of Gannoc 
Castle, North Wales. In 1250 Justice of Chester, with grant of all 
the King's lands in Cheshire and North Wales for a yearly fee of 
600 marks. He was superseded in 1251 by Alan la Zuche, who 
paid 1100 marks for the same tenure. He made a somewhat 
romantic marriage. In 1262 the Lady Joan Peyvre, a widow, in 
possession of considerable wealth, sold to John de Grey the marriage 
of her son for 600 marks, he undertaking to discharge her fine to 
the King. Whereupon he married the youth to his own daughter. 
Now the Lady Joan, hearing that the King was intending to marry 
her to a foreigner named Stephen de Salines, and not fancying the 
marriage, forestalled the King by offering herself to John de Grey, 
who, being then a widower, promptly married her. Of course the 
King was greatly offended, but was willing to accept 500 marks for 
the transgression. She died about 6 years afterwards. In 1264 
J. de Grey was made Governor of Northampton Castle, and in 1265 
Seneschal of Gascony, but was too infirm to go. In 1257 he 
withdrew from Court, and the following year was made Governor of 
Shrewsbury Castle. After fulfilling some further offices, he died in 
1267, his heir being Eeginald, who by his marriage with Maude de 
Longchamp became owner of Wilton Castle in Herefordshire, and 
ancestor of the Greys of Wilton. His daughter Joan became the 
wife of Ralph Lord Basset of Drayton. 

Elias de Babayn. 1 find no notice of this witness until 10 
years after the date of this Charter, and then only his name in an 
Inquis. ad Damnum of 65 Hen' III. Six years later (6 Edw. I.), 
he is summoned to perform military service against Llewellyn of 
Wales, in the muster at Worcester on the Uta or Octave of St. John 
the Baptist, 1st July, 1277. He attended various other musters 
from time to time, and in 10 Edw. I. (1282) he volunteered as holder 
of lands under Geoffrey de Nevill, in Lincolnshire. In 1281 a 
document refers to the extent of his property in Dorset ; but the 
Inquis, post Mortem of 13 Edw. III. states that Thorisway in 
Lincolnshire, was his chief tenure or caput baronicB, and was part of 
the inheritance of his wife Matilda, daughter of Stephen de 
Bayeus. 
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In these military expeditions oooor the names of Osbedl 
Giffard, Bobert Agoillon, the Bassets, the Gorbets, and other 
oo-signatories in the Charters of the time. 

Bobert AgtUllion (Aguillun, or Aguillon). The name of this 
witness ooours in 1267. June 23, a Boyal mandate orders Eoger da 
Clifford to allow B. Agoillon to have two stags of the King's gifta 
from the forest of Einfare. He was one of the witnesses to the 
Deed of Gift made by Peter of Savoy to Queen Eleanor in 1268L 
He is there called Bobert de Agilon. Again in 1270 he appears 
under the name of Agylon. In the muster Boll of 1277 he ia 
summoned for a tenancy in Dorset. In 1281 he comes with a 
multitude of other Knights, including Nicholas Baron de Stafford., 
Osbert Giffaord, Boger de Somery, Beginald de Argentyn, John Fita 
Philip, Elias de Babayn, and the Bassets, to go into Wales. Unlesa 
Dugdale has mistaken the name, it would appear that this witnesa 
was the son of the William de Aguillon, of Adington, Surrey, wha 
married Margaret de Bipariis (Biyers) Countess of Devon, and 
died 1286. 

Philip Marmyun, Here we have the name of a man of historic 
note — the Lord of Tamworth and Scrivelsby and the ancestor of the 
^ . !'', [ f , . Ereville and Dymoke^ who, at the coronation of Bichard IL. 
V t . >-<'v^ claimed the championship of England. In his infancy this Philip 
, ' , was the ward of William de Cantilupe. By marriage, in 1245, with 
^t^^^^^.Joan, daughter and co-heir of Hugh de Kilpeck, he obtained 
f s^/'^ c.possession of Kilpeck Castle in Herefordshire. In 1250 he waa 
,, /7 u ^ Sheriff of Warwick and Leicester, with other offices of trust. In 
/' ; (j I^J 1254 he served in Gascony and was taken prisoner. He served also 
{ / ' .'. ti ) • > in the Welsh expedition of 1258 and, remaining faithful to the King 
, . . / during the rebellion of the Barons, became in 1267 Governor of 
Kenilworth Castle, receiving for his services the manor of Tamworth 
and other estates. At his death 1291-2 he possessed Tamwortibt 
. . ' Castle, Scrivelsby, co. Lincoln (by which tenure he held ths 

championship) and several manors in Herefordshire. As he is 
rather intimately connected with this county, we will add a few 
more particulars concerning him. His daughter Joan was the wife 
of the William de Morteyn who is one of the co-witnesses to this 
Charter. By this marriage Morteyn received the Castle of 
Tamworth. In the Close Bolls of Henry III. the name of Ph. 
.; Marmyun occurs frequently, and mostly in connection with Stafford- 
shire. In this very year 1261, March 24, there is a mandate to 
Thomas Gresley, then Justice of the Forest on this side Trent, to 
allow Ph. Marmyun ten oaks for time out of Cannock forest. 
And also June 7, to Alan la Zuche, Justice of the Forest on this 
. side Trent, to allow the same Phihp to have six bucks out of Canno<^ 
~, forest. June 16th, Will, de Morteyn is to have ten oaks out of 
Cannock. On September 27th, Ph. Marmyun received six more oaks 
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from the same forest for the fortifying of his Castle of Tamworth. 
On Jan. 26th, 1262, it appears that in taking the bucks referred 
to above his dogs by ohanoe caught a brocket.* The King, however, 
pardons him for the offence, and the Justices are commanded not to 
distrain him. On Nov. 23, 1266-7, a precept is issued to Boger de 
Clifford, Justice of the Forest on this side Trent, to allow Ph. 
Marmyun 20 oaks for timber out of Cannock. This precept is dated 
from Eenilworth Castle : hence it may be inferred that at this time 
the King was Marmyun's guest. In point of fact, Henry had 
sojourned at Kenilworth from June to December. ^The gifts of 
stags, &c. from the forests are very numerous, and show that Philip 
Marmyun was a special favourite with his Sovereign. ^'^ 

Philip de Arcy (or D*Arcy), An Inquis. p. M. of 48 Henry III. 
(1264) calls him' the son of Norman de Areci, and then 28 years old. 
He was therefore 25 when he witnessed this Charter. At the 
Domesday Survey, his ancestor, Norman de Adreci, is named as the 
holder of over 30 Lordships in Lincolnshire, the chief seat being 
Nocton. Philip's father Norman was among the barons who 
rebelled against John, but afterwards made his peace with Henry 
III. and had his lands restored. Philip spent much of his life in 
the King's service in Gascony, and was made Governor of the Castle 
of Meulans. He died about 1264. Dugdale Bar. I. 372 gives an 
extended pedigree of the family of D'arci. 

William de Morteyn. Son-in-law of Philip Marmyun. An 
Inquis. p. M. of 12 Edward I. (1283-4) states that he and his wife 
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held conjointly the manor of Donnesby in Lincolnshire. This lady /l 
was Joan, or Johanna, the eldest daughter of Phil. Marmyun. In 
1283, when he died, de Morteyn held the manor of Byam in ' ^ ^ 
Derbyshire. On the 16th June in the year of this Charter the King /. 
gave him ten oaks out of the forest of Cannock. ^ / , "^ 

Alan la ZtLche, Already referred to as a Justice of the Forests. /<- > ■ 
He was the son of Boger Lord of Tonge Castle and manor, co. Salop. « 
In 1242-3 he attended the King into France. In 1251 he was a/^ 
Justice of the King's Bench and custodian of the King's lands in 
Cheshire and North Wales. Two years afterwards he had charge 
of the whole of Cheshire and North Wales. In the year of this 
Charter he obtained himself a Charter for a market on Saturday at 
Afihby in Leicestershire, and for two fairs at his manor of Swavesey, 
CO. Cambridge, and was made warden of all the King's forests south 
of Trent, and Sheriff of Northampton. The year following he was 
appointed a Justice in Eyre for Northampton, &c. In 1265 he was 
one of the King's sureties for carrying out the ** Dictum of 
Kenilworth." In 1268 he obtained for his two nieces, Arabella and 
Mai^erie, daughters of William de Harcourt, the redemption of the 
Lordship of 7?onge and other estates which Harcourt had forfeited 

* i.e,, a two-7ear.old deer, c ' ■ ' - ' 
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in the rebellion. He was made Constable of the Tower of London 
the same year. Maitland calls him Mayor for 1267-8 and Governor 
of the Castle of Northampton. His wife was Elena, daughter and 
ooheir of Boger de Qaenoj, Earl of Winchester. Walsingham and 
others say that he was stabbed to death in Westminster Hall by 
John Earl Warenne in a quarrel, but Dugdale denied that he was 
killed, for the Inquis. p. M. shews that he died two years afterwards 
(1270), being then Lord of North Walton, co. Devon, and Ashby-la- 
Zuche, 00. Leicester. For the above offence Warenne was fined 
10,000 marks. 

Imbert Pugeys. Ten months after the present Charter, he is 
witness to the Grant to Peter of Savoy, the King's uncle, at 
Windsor, viz., 26 March, 1262. He and his son Eobert (Fogeys) 
are named repeatedly in the Writs issued by Edward I. 

Ingram de Percy. Co-witness also with Pugeys and others in 
the same Grant to Peter of Savoy in 1262. He appears to have 
been a younger son of William de Percy of Gisbume, owner of many 
manors in Yorkshire. Ingram, or Ingelram, was Lord of Dalton, 
&o. The Percies were a powerful family in Northumberland and 
the North. 

Peter de Chau/vent. The writing of this name makes it difficult 
to see whether it should be Channent, or Chaunent, or Chauvent. 
Accordingly it is printed in these and other forms. Eoberts — 
Calendarium Genealogicum — prints it Champnent and Chaumpnent, 
and says that the aforesaid Peter and Agnes, his wife, conjointly 
held at his death the manor of Ofham. He was another of the 
witnesses to the Peter of Savoy grant. The Parliamentary Writs 
spell his name Chauvent (Petrus vel Peres de Chauvent, Chauvet, 
Chaumpvent), and cite eleven writs issued to him from 24th to 31st 
Edward I., for military service. An entry in the Excerpta ex 
Botulis Finium (ed. by Roberts), II., 309, curious as again linking 
the names of three of the present witnesses, says that the King 
granted to Ingeram de Percy, Peter de Chauvent, and Imbert de 
Muntferrant the custody of the lands and heirs of William le Fort ; 
2 Aug., 1269. Another custodial grant is made to Chauvent in 
1262 of the lands of John de Gatesden, near Canterbury. In 1268 
the wardship of the manors of Bodbaldeston and Wyreley, lately 
belonging to Hugh de Loges, is assigned to him, which seems to 
point to some landed interest in Staffordshire. 

Imbert de Montferaunt. About a year and three weeks after this 
Charter, viz., 22nd June, 1262, the King enjoins the Itinerant 
Justices of Warwick grants to Imbert de M. the lands of Robert 
de Castello, who had been hanged for felony, for the price at 
which they had been valued. In 1276 the Plea Bolls have a note of 
an action against John de Ufford about land in Huntingdon. 
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IN 1266 (61 Henry III.) it appears from the Patent Bolls that 
the King granted a permission for the enclosure of the town 
of Stafford, of which the following is a translation (Bol. Pat. a^ 51 
H. 3 in 32.— Pat. Bolls Hen. III. p. 386, Wm. Salt Library). 

Fob the Good Men op Staffobd. 
The King, to his Bailiffs and good men of Stafford, Greeting. 
XmiC being willing at the instance of Master Adam de Phileby,* our 
beloved Clerk, to do unto you a special grace, do grant unto you aU 
the customs which you have been wont to receive by our Letters 
Patent at your Town, to be enclosed thereupon ; to be received from 
the Feast of All Saints (Nov. 1) in the 50th year of our reign, until 
the five years next following are completed, towards the enclosure 
of the Town above-mentioned. In XRIlftttCSSi &o. By the King at 
Kenilworth, 12th December [1266] . 

No Charter appears to have been given by Edward I., but the 
Pat. Bolls of 1294-5 mention a pavagium or paving-toll granted to 
the town, and a deed granted to the Dean of the Free Chapel at 
Stafford. In 1304-5 is mention of a Murage for the town. The 
walls seem to have been an expensive item. In the 2nd of 
Edward II. (1808-9) occurs a Mandate from the King against 
holding a Tournament or Joust in Stafford. 

mHE next document that comes before us is an Inspeximus and 
confirmation of preceding Charters, granted 4th July, in the 
8th year of Edward II. [1315] . 

Two years previously the Close Bolls contain (6th Edward II., 
m. 17 in dorso) a Mandate to the Sheriff of Staffordshire, Hugh de 
Audeley, to proclaim throughout his bailiwick that << all those who 
wish to have the Charter which they or their ancestors have had 
from the King or his progenitors confirmed by the Kings, are to 
make fine therefor at the Exchequer within the Utas of St. Hilary 
next ensuing." As at the foot of the following Charter there is a 
note of the payment of 100 marks into the Treasury, it is probable 
that application was made by the townsmen in consequence of the 
above notice. The payment was no new thing, being a valuable 
source of revenue, and it was no doubt in many cases rather on 
account of the fine than for any beneficent intention towards the 
towns, that John's Charters are as numerous as they are. At any 
rate, here is an instance of undisguised trading on the part of the 
Court of Exchequer. Seeing that the town Charter of Stafford had 
not been inspected for upwards of eighty years, it was evidently 
thought desirable to have it recognised by the young King, not- 
withstanding the exorbitant fee charged by the Exchequer. 

* Adam de Phileby, or Fileby, wm Deaa of St. Mary's, Stafford. 
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*TT*FTBB confirming the previons Charters, it lays upon the 
^ 4 1 i town the obligation of maintaining a publio prison, but 
speaks of it as a favour, as also the addition of an officer, called the 
Coronator, or Coroner. It is interesting to compare this Charter of 
8th Edward II. (of which, by the way, the town of Stafford 
possesses a dupUcate contemporary copy, both having the great 
seal affixed) with the Charter granted to Nottingham the previous 
year, as agreeing in some respects, word for word, especially as it is 
signed by several of the same witnesses. 
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ei&arter of 8if^ eiibarb II. 

I DWARD, by the grace of God, King of England, Lord 
of Ireland, and Duke of Aqnitaine. To his Arch- 
bishops, Bishops, Abbats, Priors, Earls, Barons, 
Justiciaries, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all 
Bailiffs and Lieges, Greeting. XRIlC have inspected the Charter 
of Confirmation which Lord Henry of good memory, formerly King 
of England, our grandfather, made to his Burgesses of Stafford in 
these words. [Here is recited the Inspeximus of 12th Henry III., 
containing the Charter of John, and also the Charter of 4:5th 
Henry III., granting the Fair, to the end.] We, therefore, 
esteeming the aforesaid grants and confirmations reasonable and 
satisfactory, do grant and confirm them as far as lies in our 
power to the Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, and their heirs 
and successors, just as the aforesaid Charters validly bear 
witness. ffbOVCOVCVf being willing to do the same Burgesses an 
ampler favour, we grant them, for us and our heirs, although 
themselves or their predecessors hitherto may not have had 
occasion to use the aforesaid liberties, or any of them, nevertheless 
these Burgesses and their successors shall henceforward fully 
and lawfully enjoy and use those liberties and any of them 

®arta Cl^libatbt 2tsi, anni 8bu 

|dWABDUS, del gratia Bex Anglie, Dominus Bibemie, et Dux 
Aquitannie, ArchiepiscopiB, Episcopis, Abbatibus, Prioribus, 
Comitibus, Baronibus, Justiciariis, Yicecomitibus, Prepositis, 
Ministris, et omnibus Ballivis et fidelibus suis. Salutem. S^nBpCl^ttnUd 
cartam confirmacionis quam bone memorie Dominus Henrious quondam 
Bex Anglie auus noster feoit Burgensibus suis de Staffordiam in hec verba : 
[see abiove] 'nos autem concesBiones et confirmaciones prediotas ratas 
nabentes et gratas, eas pro nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis «8t 
Burgensibus Burgi predioti et eorum heredibus et suocessoribus concedimus 
et confirmamus siout carte predicte racionabiliter testantur. t^tCtCtCti 
volentes eisdem Burgensibus graciam faoere ampliorem concedimus eis pro 
nobis et heredibus nostris quod licet ipsi vel eorum predecessores libertatibus 
predictis vel eorum aliqua hucusque aliquo casu emergente vsi non fuerint 
ipsi Burgenses et eorum heredes et successores nichilominus libertatibus 
Ulis et eorum qualibet absque impedimento nostri vel heredum nostrorum 
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whatever, without any hindrance from us or our heirs or our 
Justiciaries or other deputies whatsoever. Htt&» furthermore, we 
have granted to the Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, for us 
and our heirs, and by this our Charter have confirmed for the 
improvement of the aforesaid Borough, that they may the more 
quietly carry on their affairs, that themselves and their heirs and 
successors, whilst .they shall remain in the aforesaid Borough or 
suburb, shall possess for ever the underwritten liberties, viz., that 
they shall not be placed with outsiders in any assisements, juries, 
or inquisitions whatsoever, which by reason of tenements or 
transgressions or of any affairs of outsiders before our Justiciaries 
or other deputies or those of our heirs may arise to be holden. 
Dot shall outsiders be placed with the Burgesses in any assise- 
ments, juries, or inquisitions whatsoever, by reason of lands or 
tenements existing in the same Borough or suburb thereof, or of 
transgressions, contracts, or any other affairs of indwellers which 
may arise to be holden in the same Borough or its suburb. But 
those assisements, juries, and inquisitions on matters which may 
arise in the said Borough or its suburb, shall solely be holden by 
the men of the same Borough and in that Borough. TIlnIC5S 
those matters shall touch us or our heirs or our deputies or the 
Community of that Borough, or other reasonable cause may intervene 
wherefore it may be needful to do otherwise. H!t6 that they be 



JuBtioiariorum aut aliorum Ballivorum seu Ministrorum nostronim quorum- 
cunque de cetero plane gaudeant et vtantur. JBt insuper concessimus 
Burgensibus Burgi predict! pro nobis et heredibus nostris et hao carta nostra 
confinnavimus ad melioracionem Bnrgi predict! et ad vtilitatem Burgenaium 
eiusdem Burgi vt eo tranquillius negociacionibus suis intendere possint quod 
ipsi et eorum heredes et Buccessores dmn manentes fuerint in Burgo predicto 
vel sTiburbio euisdem imperpetuum habeant libertates subscriptas, videlicet 
quod non ponantur cum hominibus forinseois in aBsisis iuratis aut 
inquisicionibus aliquibuB que ratione tenementonun vel transgressionimi vel 
aliorum negociorum forinsecorum quorumcunque coram Justiciariis aut alUs 
ministris nostris vel heredum nostrorum emerserint faciendis, nee quod 
homines forinseci ponantur c\mi ipsis Burgensibus in assisis iuratis aut 
inquisicionibus aliquibusque, racione terrarum vel tenementorum in eodem 
Burgo vel suburbio euisdem existentium, aut transgressionum contractuum 
seu aliorum negociorum intrinsecorum que in eodem Burgo vel suburbio 
euisdem emerserint capiendorum set assisi ille iurate et inquisiciones de hiis 
que in dicto Burgo vel suburbio euisdem fuerint emergentes per homines 
euisdem Burgi et in eodem Burgo solummodo fiant, nisi res ille tangant nos 
vel heredes nostroB seu ministros nostros aut communitatem euisdem Burgi, 
vel alia causa racionabilis interveniat quare aliter fieri debeat. £t quod in 
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quit for ever from murage throughout our whole Kingdom and 
dominion. XRHC have granted also, for ourselves and our heirs, 
to the Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, that they and their 
heirs and successors may have for ever in the same Borough a 
Coroner, to be elected by themselves, and a certain prison in the 
same Borough to be constructed and maintained at their own 
expense, and the custody of the same for malefactors and others 
captured in the same Borough or its suburb, to be there imprisoned^ 
chastised, and punished until they are delivered from the same 
according to the law and custom of our Kingdom. 

These being WiitlXCSSCSl The venerable fathers, Walter 

Archbishop of Canterbury, Primate of all England ; Walter Bishop 

of Exeter; Aymer de Valence, Earl of Pembroke; Humphrey de 

Bohun, Earl of Hereford and Essex ; Bartholemew de Badelesmere ; 

Bobert de Montalt ; John de Crumbwell, Steward of our Household ; 

and others. Given by our hand at Westminster, on the fourth day 

of July, in the 8th year of our reign. 

Marchumley. 

By fine of 100 marks, examined by J. de Blebury. [The 
Duplicate Copy omits mention of the fine.] 



perpetuTim sint qiiieti de muragiiB per totmn regnum et potestatem nostram. 
Conce66lntU0 etiam pro nobis et heredibus nostris Burgensibus Burgi 
predicti quod ipsi et eorum heredes et successores imperpetuum habeant in 
eodem Burgo .Coronatorem de seipsis eligendum et quandam prisonam in 
eodem Burgo sumptibus suis faciendam et sustentandam Skc custodiam 
euisdem ad male fskctores et alios in eodem Burgo vel suburbio euisdem 
deprehensos ibidem custodiendos, castigandos et puniendos quousque ab 
eadem deliberentur secundum legem et consuetudinem regni nostri. 1bff0 
teStibUB: Venerabilibus patribus W. Archiepiscopo Cantuarense, tociua 
Anglie primate ; et W. Exoniense Episcopo ; Adomaro de Valentia comite 
Penbrochie ; Humfrido de Bohun, comite Heref ordie et Essexie ; Bartholomeo 
de Badelesmere ; Boberto de Monte Alto ; Johanne de Crumbwell, 
Senescallo Hospitij nostri; et aJiis. Data per manum nostram apud 
Westmonasterium, quarto die Julij anno regni nostri octavo. 

Mabchuiilbtb. 

Per finem centum marcarum. [Exam, per J. de Blebury.] 



Written in Charter hand, with many contractions, on a large sheet of rather thin 

rehment^ about 23^ x 19 inches, with portion of ^reat seal in green wax attached 
plaited green and brown cord. A large initial E with ornamental penwork 
foliages. 
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fiotes on tf^t (!D]&atter of 
8t]& m'mHtts II. 

BEFORE speaking of the witnesses of this important instru- 
ment, there are one or two points which call for notice 
with regard to its provisions. First, there is mention of an officer 
who was really a fmiotionary of very old standing in English law, 
and is often referred to in the Assize Bolls of Hen. III. He is 
called Coronator as representing the duties and interests of the 
Grown in the affairs of the Borough. The office is as old as 
the tenth century, the name occurring in Athelstan's Charter to 
Beverley in 925. The chief business of the Coroner was .with 
pleas of the Crown. His judicial duty consisted principally in 
enquiring into sudden or violent deaths, or when prisoners died 
in prison. In this he was assisted by a jury. It seems to be in 
reference to the prison that he is named in this Charter. The 
prison hitherto had been a part of the King's ca,stle, and the 
Governor of the castle had acted as Chief Constable. Now there 
is to be a separate building, and perhaps a formal transference 
of prison responsibilities to the town Bailiffs and their own officials. 
The exclusive right of the Burgesses to their own Court for the 
hearing of their lawsuits is simply such as was conferred on other 
towns about the same period. Quite similar clauses — even in the 
very same words — occur in the Charter of 1313-4 to Nottingham. 
One of the witnesses to that Charter might indeed have been 
expected in this, viz., Walter Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield, 
and perhaps also Theobald de Verdun. Those who by name 
attest both Charters, are Walter Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Aymer de Valence, Humphrey de Bohun, and John de Crumbwell. 

Witnesses to this Chabteb. 

1. W, ArcMepo. Gantuar, — Walter Raynald Archbishop of 
Canterbury, formerly Bishop of Winchester. He was Archbishop 
from 1313 to 1327, Lord Chancellor, and Lord Treasurer. 

2. W, Exon, Epo. — Walter Stapleton, Founder of Exeter 
College, Oxford. Bishop from 1307 to 1327. Lord Treasurer 1326. 
The year following this Charter — being left by the King to govern 
the mutinous city of London — the citizens, encouraged by the 
Queen, attacked the Bishop in Cheapside and murdered him, 
together with his brother. They were buried in Exeter Cathedral. 

3. Adomaro de Valentia. — Aymer de Valence, son of William de 
Valence, half brother to King Henry III. This William, through 
his marriage to Joan, niece of Anselm Marshall — who died without 
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issue — succeeded in paoi to the estates and offices of the Marshalls. 
Aymer became Earl of Pembroke in 1296. He had three wives, all 
Frenchwomen. The last, Marie de ChatiUon, founded in 1347 the 
Hall formerly called Marie de Valence Hall, afterwards Pembroke 
College, Cambridge. She died 1377. The shield of William de 
Valence, who was killed at Bayonne in 1296, is still preserved in 
Westminster Abbey on his tomb. It is one of the finest existing 
examples of the rich enamelling which was carried to such a height 
of perfection in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. The arms 
of Valence are barry of 12 arg. and az., with an orle of martlets gu, 
the whole enriched with outlines and diapers of champlev^ work in 
gold. About 1320 Aymer de Valence was appointed guardian of 
the Kingdom during the King's absence in France. In 1321 he was 
married by Papal dispensation to the above-named, Marie, daughter 
of the Countess of St. Pol, and in the same year he was employed in 
besieging Leeds Castle in Kent, against Bartholomew de Badelesmere 
and his castellan Thomas Colepeper. He died in 1323. 

4. Humfrido ds Bohun, — Humphrey de Bohun, 4th Earl of 
Hereford and Essex, Constable of England. He was the King's 
brother-in-law, having married Elizabeth, seventh daughter of 
Edward I., and the young widow of John Count of Holland. At 
the date of this Charter, Bohun was in his 40th year, and his wife 
still living. He was one of the Lords Marchers of Wales, and an 
ancestor of Humphrey Stafford Duke of Buckingham. He was 
kiUed in 1321 as he was passing the bridge at Boroughbridge in 
Yorkshire by a spearman who had taken refuge beneath the arch. 
His fifth son, William, was created Earl of Northampton, and in 
1339 married Elizabeth, daughter of Bartholomew de Badlesmere. 

5. Bartko, de Badelesmere. — Bartholomew Lord Badlesmere. 
In his yoxmger days this wealthy and powerful nobleman, who was 
son of the GunceUn de B., who rose to high rank under Edward I., 
seems to have been in great favour with Edward II., for in 1310 he 
was entrusted with the custody of Bristol Castle and city, for which 
he paid a fee-farm rent of £210 per annum. In 1312 he had the 
manor of Burton, co. Lincoln, and in the same year the manor of 
Milton, CO. Northampton, and the governorship of Leeds Castle in 
Kent. In 1314 he obtained three manors in Kent, and in the year 
of this Charter he was made Sheriff of Glamorgan and warden of 
the Earldom lately held by Gilbert de Clare. In the same year 
also the King granted him, for 1000 marks, the custody of the 
manor of Thorpe, co. Leicester, and several others at various 
rentals. The Issue Rolls of May 19th, 1316, tell us that " Sir 
Barth. de Badelesmere was paid £266 13s. 4d. (i.e. 400 marks 
of silver) by the merchants of the company of Bardolp of Florence, 
as from the ELing, for payment of himself and his men-at-arms 
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going to the Marches of Scotland in the retinue of Lord Aymer de 
Valence, Earl of Pembroke" (whose son William afterwards married 
his daughter Elizabeth). He was at this time 40 years of age. 
Besides other grants, in 1318 he obtained that of Leeds Castle, the 
inheritance of the Leyboumes, but a property to which the Queen 
laid claim as part of her right. In 1320 he is styled Seneschal of 
the Boyal Household, and Tunbridge Castle is given to his charge. 
This is the climax of his prosperity, and he is known as the rich 
Lord Badlesmere. Very speedily a turn of the wheel of fortune 
brings him not simply ruin complete and hopeless, but an un- 
deservedly ignominious death. Like Bohun and many other 
English nobles, Badlesmere had an implacable dislike to the De 
Spensers. In the midst of all the trouble caused by the resolute 
attitude of the confederate Barons, and just when the obnoxious 
favourites had been banished from the Kingdom, the Queen, whom 
many believed to be the secret mover of most of the trouble of 
every kind, suddenly veered round to the side of the Barons. She 
wanted to make a pilgrimage to Canterbury, and sent forward some 
of her servants to provide lodgings at Leeds Castle, which she 
declared belonged to her, and perhaps it did, notwithstanding the 
King's grant to Badlesmere. But Badlesmere and others of the 
confederates distrusted her, and she was refused admittance. There 
was, in consequence, a great disturbance, and several of the Queen's 
people were killed. On complaint being made to Badlesmere, who 
was absent, he most unadvisedly wrote an insolent letter to the 
Queen, approving the resistance to her authority. Suddenly patching 
up a reconciliation with her imbecile husband, she urged immediate 
vengeance on the Barons, and especially on Badlesmere. Edward, 
like most people of feeble capacity, for once, and where it was by 
no means called for, showed unparalleled promptitude, and levied 
troops to punish the recreant castellan. At the same time — and 
here shews the Queen's hand — he issued a proclamation asserting 
it to be a private matter and not a war on his subjects in general. 
So the Barons, not caring to embroil the land again in civil war, 
declined to interfere. Leeds Castle was besieged and taken. 
Thomas Golepeper, the governor, and a few others were hanged, 
and the Queen obtained possession, Badlesmere, was with the 
Earl of Lancaster and the diminishing army of the malcontents, 
marching northward. It was in their desperate attempt to force 
the bridge at Boroughbridge that Humphrey de Bohun was killed 
and the Barons' army thoroughly demoralised. Among the captives 
after the beheading of the Earl of Lancaster was Lord Badlesmere. 
For him the Queen's vengeance now meant utter destruction. No 
defence, no excuse, no palliation was permitted. He was carried to 
Canterbury and hanged like a common thief. ** Never since the 
Conquest," says Bapin, "had the soafEbld been drenched with so 
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muoh English blood as upon this oooasion." As a oomment upon 
the many entries in the Bolls of Boyal grants to the once favoured 
Lord Badlesmere is the following of the 16 Edward II. (1821-2), 
** The King for good service, &c., grants to Stephen Alard, of 
Winchelsey, all the lands and tenements which belonged to Barthol. 
de Badlesmere, the Eang's enemy," &c., and ** the King commits to 
his beloved and faithful Hugh le Dispenser, the ;^ounger, the castle, 
town, and barton of Bristol, with their appurtenances," &c. And 
so manor after manor was disposed of. But by-and-by came a 
reaction. The Despensers were both executed and their lands 
(they are now called the King's enemies) distributed. And now 
the unhappy wife of Badlesmere, who, when her castle was taken 
was committed with her five children to the Tower of London, is 
partly reinstated in her property, 20 Edward II. "The King grants 
to Margaret de Glare, who was wife to B. de Badelesmere, the 
custody of the manors of Sturte, Gastlecombe, Heyghtredbury, &c., 
&c., in Wilts, Salop, and Kent." Here we may end the record. 

6. Bobto de Monte Alto. — Robert de Montalt or Mohaut, one of 
the eight baronies granted by the Earl of Chester. This Robert was 
hereditary Seneschal of Chester and Palatine Baron of Hawarden. 
On June 9 of the year of this Charter his name follows that of Barthol. 
de Badlesmere in the Pell Rolls as receiving £60 whilst in the retinue 
of certain noblemen in the Marches of Scotland. He was owner of 
many manors in Warwick and other counties, his chief holding being 
that of Monte Alto, Mohaut, or Mold in Flintshire. He was among 
the Barons summoned to the Coronation of Edward II., together 
with Edmund Baron Stafford, Ralph Basset of Drayton, Humphrey 
de Bohun, Aymer de Valence and others (Fcedera 1 Edw. II.) In 
1S09 he was summoned to appear with 100 men of Mohautdale for 
the war against Scotland. Again to Roxburgh in 1311 and to Berwick 
in 1313, &o. In 1324 he was called upon by a Royal mandate as 
Constable of the ports of Norfolk and Suffolk and a Bailiff of the 
Bishop of Norwich, and again on many other occasions among the 
greater Barons. His chief seats were Hawarden Castle and Mold. 
Dying without issue, he bequeathed his large property to Queen 
Isabella for her life, with reversion to John of Eltham, the King's 
brother. He died in 1330-31 and was buried at Shuldham, Norfolk. 

7. Johe de Crumbwell, — This nobleman is mentioned by 
Matthew of Westminster in 33 Edward I. as being then a knight 
and accusing Sir Nicholas de Segrave of treason, which nearly 
resulted in a combat. In 1307 he obtained leave to re-build Hope 
Castle in Flintshire. He was made Governor of Striguil Castle in 
Pembroke and Constable of the Tower of London. His wife was 
Idonea de Leyboume, daughter of Robert de Vipont, Sheriff of 
Westmoreland. During the Scottish war in 1308 he obtained 
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several Charters of free- warren in his domains, and in 1312 was 
again made Constable of the Tower. He was included in the 
summons to Boxburgh mentioned above, and also, like most of his 
contemporaries, saw some service in the wars in Gascony. In 1318 
he was appointed Warden of the King's forests North of Trent, and 
the following year Governor of Tickhill Castle in Yorkshire. In 1321 
he was once more in Scotland, and in 1324 was Admiral of the fleet 
sailing to Gascony. In 1826 he was the only Baron in the Queen's 
retinue in her journey into France to obtain a treaty of peace. On 
3rd May, 1327, he is co- witness to a grant of Free Warren to Henry 
de Bisshebury, who was Sheriff of Staffordshire for several years 
under the second and third Edwards. He sat in Parliament from 
1307 — 1336 and died soon afterwards. 

B, Marchumleye, — ^The name of Robert de Marchumley appears 
as that of the Clerk who forwards a secret writ to the Sheriff of 
Staffordshire, Close Bolls, I. Ed. II., 1307. He is also named in 
the Parliamentary Writs as the King's Clerk appointed to instruct 
and assist the Sheriffs of Salop and Stafford in arresting the Knights 
Templars. (The secret writ above refers to this.) In 1308 Jie was 
Paymaster of the levies of Salop. In 1309, Paymaster for Chester, 
Stafford, Hereford, and Salop, and the year following for Salop and 
Stafford. 

/. de Blebury, — Master John de Blebury ** clericus," is named 
as one of the Procurators appointed by the Bishop of Salisbury 
to appear on his behalf in the Parliament of Eipon (afterwards 
adjourned to York in 1322). And again when about to set out with 
the King in 1325, as having letters of attorney from the King. 
(Foedera, vol. II., pt. 1, p. 606.) In 1335 he is associated with 
Henry de Bisshebury and Vivian de Verdon in Letters Patent 
concerning Lapley Priory. 

This Charter is dated 4th July in the 8th year of Edward II. 
At a hasty glance, this appears to be in the year 1314. But the 
regnal years date from the day after Edward Ist's death at Carlisle, 
therefore Edward Ilnd's reign begins on the 8th July, 1307. Hence 
the 4th July of his first year is in 1308, and consequently the 4th 
July in his 8th year is in 1315, and not 1314. The true date there- 
fore of this Charteris 4th July, 1315. 

'ijEOM this time the town begins to emerge from the obscurity 
J 1 [ in which it has been kept by the scarcity of documentary 
information. In 1317, November 2nd, at Westminster, Eoger de 
Swinnerton, of whom much may be learnt from a perusal of the 
Patent Bolls, obtains a grant of the custody of the King's Town of 
Stafford, to hold during the King's pleasure. The Bailiffs and men 
of the town are enjoined to obey the said Roger as Constable of the 
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said town. It was just two years before this grant that Boger de S. 
obtained the Boyal permission to crenellate (kernellate) his house at 
Swinnerton with a wall of stone and mortar, and to hold it so 
fortified and crenellated to himself and his heirs for ever. In the 
same year is granted a " Muragium " or permission to strengthen 
the walls of the town. '* The King grants to the Bailiffe and men 
of the town of Stafford, in aid of enclosing their town with a wall, 
thai they may take for 7 years certain tolls upon goods coming into 
the said town for sale, by the view of Boger de Swinnerton or his 
deputy. Dated at Whitchurch 2 May." On Nov. 1 the custody of the 
castle is given to Balph Basset, maternal uncle and guardian of Balph 
de Stafford, whose hereditary office it was, but who was then a minor. 
It may be worth noting here that Edmund the late baron, who died 
in 1309, was buried in the Monastery of the Grey Friars in Stafford. 
The building has long since disappeared, but in June, 1886, Mr. T. 
Till, of Stafford, whilst engaged in excavating what had been the 
garden, came upon some of the foundations of the monastery, and a 
number of skeletons without coffins or other coverings, and among 
the rest upon one wrapped in sheets of lead, which from the size of 
the bones and other features must have belonged to a very big 
man ; nearly seven feet was the estimate. Taking into account all 
the facts, it was believed by the late Mr. F. Whitgreave and others 
that this remarkable skeleton was none other than the remains of 
the renowned Edmund Baron of Stafford, buried in this place in the 
year above mentioned. The bones were carefully collected and 
reverently buried in the cemetery. Among matters of interest 
affecting the town we now begin to find in the Close Bolls notices of 
the names of members sent to Parliament, both Knights of the 
Shire and Burgesses. In 1315, the year of Edward Ilnd's Charter, 
the borough members were Simon of Melewych, and John le 
Somenour. From the same entry we find that the ordinary pay 
for this parliamentary service was 2 shillings a day. The " Murage" 
is repeated at least twice under Edward III., his 11th and 13th 
years respectively. In the 15th comes the next Charter, or more 
correctly the Letters Patent of Confirmation. 

77T| E have seen how transparently the improvement of the 
VScA* boroughs was made a source of revenue to the Boyal 
Treasury. The King's officers were at no pains to conceal the 
true motives of their conduct, nor did the King's lieges misunder- 
stand the situation. The numerous demands for fifteenths, twelfths, 
and other proportions of their income towards some new parlia- 
mentary difficulty, or some glorious project of crushing the Welsh 
or annihilating the Scots, were put in the plainest terms. Take one 
example dated York, 20th July, 1319. ''Mandate to the Bailiff 
and good men of the Town of Stafford, soliciting them to lend as 
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large a sum as they possibly can to the King, or at least up to the 
amount of their proportion of the twelfth granted in the Parliament 
at York " — ^to which the Borough had sent two good representatives, 
Bimon de Mulewych and John de Hughtesdon — "the same to be 
paid into the Exchequer with the utmost expedition, and for which 
they will receive Letters Patent of allowance under the Exchequer 
Seal. The said Burgesses are requested to comply as they value 
the common weal, and as they wish the King to be more ready to 
favour them in any transaction which they may have with him." 
The beautiful simplicity of this appeal needs no comment, especially 
in its closing words. But one would think it must lose somewhat 
of its force in being sent out as a circular. " A similar Mandate," 
says the same Close Boll from which we have quoted, *' was sent to 
the Bailiff and good men of the city of Lichfield." 
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Eetters ^^atent of ebb)atb ni. 

Wth. tntli^ t34CL 

|DWABD, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland. XTO Hll to whom 
the present Letters shall have come ; Greeting. 
TRUC ba\>C inspCCtCb the Charter which Lord 
Edward, late King of England, our father, made in these words. 
[Here follows the recital of the Charter of Edward II., inclading, 
as before, those of John and Henry III.] 

TRIlCt bOVQCVCtf esteeming the aforesaid concessions and 
confirmations as valid and satisfactory, do concede and confirm 
them for us and our heirs and successors, as far as lies in our 
power, to the Burgesses aforesaid and their heirs and successors, 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, just as the aioresaid Charters 
reasonably (lawfully) bear witness, and by virtue of the aforesaid 
Charters the same Burgesses are permitted to use the aforesaid 
liberties to the same extent as from the time of the drawing 
up of the same Charters, themselves and their ancestors or 
predecessors have been accustomed reasonably (lawfully) to enjoy 
those liberties. In witness whereof we have caused these our 
letters to be made patent. TRIlftnCSS myself at Westminster on 
the tenth day of February, in the year of our reign over England 
the fifteenth, but of our reign over France the second. 

Etttete l^atentes lEbbatbi Illiii 
nnni XVtni. 

|DWABDI, del gracia Bex Anglie et Francie, et Dominus Hibemie. 

<9tnnibUd ad quos presentes littere pervenerint; Salutem. 

9^n0pe3rftnUd cartam quam Dominus Edwardus nuper Bex 
Anglie pater nostri fecit in hec verba [see above] . JfiOBp autem concessioneB 
et confirmacioneB predictas ratas habentes et gratas eas pro nobis et 
heredibus nostris quantiim in nobis est prefatis Burgensibus et eorum 
heredibus et successoribus Burgensibus Burgi predict! - ooncedimus et 
oonfirmamns sicut carte predicte racionabiliter testantur, et prout iidem 
Burgenses libertatibas predictis virtute cartarum predictarum vti debent, 
ipsique et eorum antecessores seu predecessores libertatibus illis, tempore 
oonfeccionis cartarum eanmdem racionabiliter uti et gaudere consueverunt. 
In cujus rei testimonium has litteras nostras fieri fecimus patentes. XTCStC 
me ipso apud Westmonasterium decimo. die Februarii anno regni nostri 
Anglie quinto decimo, regni vero nostri Francie secundo. 

Written in a good but Bomewhat faded charter hand on a sheet of parchment 
measuring about 2ll inches wide by 13) deep, excluding the fold with strip or tag of 
parchment to attach the seal, now entirely gone. SpeM)e left at beginning for initial 
% and the top line having long, thick, looped letters, common to the period of the 
Edwards. Some words near the folds are nearly obliterated, and there are a few 
worm-holes in midst of last few lines. 

.'4-. <^ Cbb ^\Ajtr^^iui-io Ar/wA^ . ^-tr^ c.»tAyr- •A ^**^i^ Jt^ec^^^i^'* ^^ /£*^ ^ 
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Hettets i^atent of m'mm^ III. 

Transcript from Patent Bolls, pt, 1, m. 8. 

[eTTERS patent reciting that the King has received 
the Petition of his Burgesses and men of the town of 
Stafford, exhibited before him and his Council in his 
Parliament, alleging that whereas the same Burgesses 
hold their town of the King at fee-farm, they also possess lands and 
tenements outside the town aforesaid, from whence they entirely 
derive the support of themselves and the maintenance of the town 
aforesaid ; and they have been accustomed so to do in times past ; 
nevertheless certain malefactors and disturbers of the King's peace, 
envious of the same Burgesses, and seeking with all their might to 
destroy and overthrow the town aforesaid, have for a long time past 
lain in ambush for the same Burgesses and men in ways and other 
public and secret places, threatening the lives and limbs of the same 
Burgesses ; and the same malefactors have taken and imprisoned 
some of the same Burgesses and men and detained them in prison 
until they made ransom, and have beaten, wounded, maimed, and 
ill-treated others, as well as robbed some of them of their goods and 
chattels, by reason of which the same Burgesses and men for a long 
time past have not dared to go out of the town aforesaid to till their 
lands or to carry on their tradings, or to make their other profits 
nor have they been able to levy the farm due to the King, nor can 
they answer to him for the same, to the prejudice of the King and 
the injury of his peace, the impoverishment and oppression of the 
same Burgesses and men, and manifest peril of the overthrow and 
destruction of the town aforesaid. The King, as well for the 
preservation of the peace, as for the indemnity of himself and the 
Burgesses aforesaid, in this behalf wishing to obviate the same evil- 
doings and oppressions, and to provide a fitting remedy as he is 
bound to do ; takes under his especial protection and defence, and 
into his safe and secure conduct, the Burgesses and men aforesaid, 
and every one of them going without the same town to till their 
lands and to carry on their trades in any place within the Realm, 
and to make their profits, and staying at the same place, and 
returning from thence to their own homes, and also their men, 
lands, things, rents, and all their possessions : and the King forbids 
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all persons of whatsoever state or condition they may be, under 
penalty of forfeiture of all their goods, from occasioning any hurt, 
hindrance, damage, impediment, or grievance to the same Burgesses 
and men, in their persons, or things, upon their going without the 
town aforesaid to till their lands, carry on their tradings elsewhere 
within the Realm, and make their profits, &c. These Letters of 
Protection to last for four years. Dated at Westminster, the 27th 
day of March (1337). By petition of the Council. 

Another sheet of this same Boll gives the following memorandum. 
" The King in aid of enclosing the town of Stafford, grants to the 
Bailiffs and all good men of the same town, that, from the day of 
the making of these present letters until the end of four years next 
ensuing fully to be completed, they may take by the hands of those 
persons for whom they will make themselves responsible, upon 
articles for sale coming to the same town certain tolls." .... 
They are therefore commanded to take the same tolls until the end 
of the said term, by the hands of those whom they shall depute for 
that purpose ; and with the moneys thence arising to cause the 
walls of the town aforesaid to be repaired and amended. ** The term 
of the aforesaid four years being completed the said tolls shall 
immediately cease and be annulled. Dated at Westminster, the 
16th day of March. By the King." 

(Original not among the Stafford Charters,) 

Notes on Hettetjs ^uttnt of 
m'maxh III. 

IN these Letters we have the word of the King himself given, 
as he says at the end, on his own authority. For the first 
time we have no witnesses to the Charter except the King. 
Previously the King did not attest. This fact points out the 
specific difference between a Charter and a Patent, which are both 
instruments of similar purpose ; and these as distinct from Close 
Rolls, which are instruments of a quite different kind. The Charter 
and Patent Rolls are addressed to Communities, Public Bodies, or 
have reference to public business, whereas Close Rolls are addressed 
to individuals and relate to private matters. The former are called 
Patent because they are delivered open, and unsealed (patentes) 
as regards fastening. The seal is attached only as a guaranty of 
authenticity. The latter are always sealed up and closed (clausas). 
Royal Diplomas consist of three classes : Charters, Letters Patent, 
and Letters Close. The Charters — the most solemn and important 
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in their mode of issue — are addressed by the King to all his 
subjects, naming them in the order of rank or precedenoy, and are 
witnessed by many witnesses. The Letters Patent are less solemn 
in their compellation or address, and are witnessed only by the 
King. Nevertheless, they are equally reasonable or valid. For the 
material of history the Close Bolls are perhaps the more interesting 
with respect to manners, dress, living, art, literature, &c., and the 
Charters and Patents as to matters of a political nature. The 
Close EoUs often mention the very dress and tailor's bill of the 
King or Queen — the decoration of their apartments, the amount of 
a servant's perquisites, or the allowance for some service. The 
Patent Eolls will inform us respecting Safe Conducts, Pardons, 
Commissions, Acquittances, and the like. 

V^l I E have now, in tracing the history of the municipal rights 
xSlA» of this ancient Borough, arrived at the busy reign of 
Edward the Third — and the beginning of the Great French War — a 
period heavy with military enterprise — and the increase of national 
trade and manufacture. By the Act of Xlth Edw. III. — the year 
of the Patent to Stafford — it was accorded *' that all clothworkers of 
strange lands, of whatsoever country they be, which will come into 
England, Ireland, Wales, and Scotland within the King's power, 
shall come safely and securely, and shall be in the King's protection 
and safe conduct, to dwell in the same lands in places where they 
will, and to the intent that the said clothworkers shall have the 
greater willingness to come and dwell here our Sovereign Lord the 
King will grant them franchises as many and such as may content 
them." 

Until the time of Edmund, the 11th Baron of Stafford, his 
predecessors and their wives from the time of the first Nicholas to 
that of the second, were all buried at Stone. Edmund himself, as 
we have seen, was buried at 37 years of age, in the Church of the 
Grey Friars at Stafford. His eldest son was Ealph, the first Earl, 
whose uncle, Ealph Bassett, was for a time Governor of Stafford 
Castle. In 1348 Ealph obtained the King's license to convert his 
manor-houses of Stafford and Madeley into castles '' of stone and 
mortar," and the next year was made one of the Knights of the 
New Order of the Garter. In 1350 he received a grant of the 
King's Pool in Stafford, and also of the New Mill. 

The King's Pool or Vivary, situated at a short distance from 
the East Gate, along the Lammascotes Eoad, had been held in the 
time of John's Charter by a man of some note in the town, named 
William Wymer, and the tenancy had gone on from father to son 
for several generations, so as to become looked upon as a family 
inheritance. During this period the Close Eolls give numerous 
instances of mandates from the King for the supply of fish for the 

" \ 
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Boyal Household — the varieties named being "luces" or pike, 
bream, and tench. But in 1252 comes an order to the Sheriff to 
seize W. Wymer as excommunicated by the Bishop unless he be of 
the liberty of the King's Chapel in Stafford. Within the year, 
however, another mandate is sent to the Sheriff with the Coroners 
to enquire what advantages or fees W. Wymer and his ancestors, 
wardens of the King's Pools, had held and to cause him to receive 
what the inquisitors found he had been used to have. It appears 
that in connection with this trouble, the King had ordered the 
demohtion of the mill and pools, for in 1256 there is a grant to the 
Town of Stafford of permission to re-construct the King's pool at 
their own cost, and soon afterwards a Boyal Mandate forbids the 
Bishop of Coventry to sequester the prebend of Adam Wymer, a 
canon of St. Mary's. In 1260 comes a Mandate to the Barons of 
the Exchequer, stating that William the son of Wymar and his heirs 
during the times of Kings Richard and John, and in King Henry's 
own time, have had the custody of the King's Pool without the town 
of Stafford, and power to construct a mill there if they wished, and 
have considered the Mill and Pool as their own, paying annually for ' 
the custody half a mark at the King's Exchequer, but that Phihp 
Luvel, when King's Treasurer, had ejected the above-named William. 
The Barons are hereby commanded to restore full seisin to William, 
saving the King's rights. In 1269 we find Richard Wymar to be 
warden, and an order to the Justice of the Forest to allow him 
3 oaks out of Teddesley Forest for reparation of the King's Pool. 
How long the tenancy continued in the Wymar family we cannot 
exactly say. It was nearly a century after the last notice that we 
meet with the King's gift to Ralph de Stafford. In April, 1350, 
Letters Patent are recorded reciting ** that whereas the King did by 
his Charter on the 9th day of February, in the 20th year of his reign 
(1345) give and grant, for himself and his heirs, to Simon de 
Buggeley his pool called 'le Kyngespol,' near Stafford, with 
appurtenances : to have and to hold to the same Simon and his 
heirs, of the King and his heirs, by the service of holding, once, the 
King's stirrup at his first mounting upon his palfrey, whenever he 
comes to the town of Stafford ; and rendering to the King and his 
heirs by the year two marks, at the Feasts of Easter and St. 
Michael, by equal portions, for all services for ever." The King had 
moreover granted to the same Simon that he might raise the pond 
of the pool aforesaid and build anew a certain mill there, and that 
he might be able to hold the pond so raised and the mill aforesaid, 
to build anew to him and his heirs &c., for ever. 

The King now grants this property, which had come into his 
hands through its alienation by Simon to the Prior and Convent of 
St. Thomas the Martyr, near Stafford, without the 'King's Licence 
in Mortmain having been obtained — to Ralph Baron of Stafford, by 
the same ser^ce and rental as are mentioned above. 
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Ettttts ^^attnt of 2atd)atb II. 
3une Z4tht tsra. 

ICHAED, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland. XCO Hll to whom these 
letters shall have come; Greeting. THUC bUVC itt^ 
SPCCtCD the Charter which the Lord Edward, late King 
of England, our grandfather, caused to be made in these words: 
[Here are recited the Letters Patent of Edward III., with the 
included Charters, &c., to the end.] TXHCf however, esteeming these 
concessions and confirmations to be valid and satisfactory for us and 
our heirs, as far as lies in our power, do concede and confirm to the 
aforesaid Burgesses and their heirs and successors, Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, just as the Charters and Letters aforesaid 
reasonably (validly) bear witness. And to the same extent as the 
Burgesses by virtue of the Charters and Letters aforesaid are 
permitted to use the aforesaid liberties, and themselves and their 
ancestors or the predecessors from the time of the drawing up of the 
same Charters and Letters validly have been accustomed to use and 
enjoy those liberties. In witness whereof we have caused these our 
Letters Patent to be made. TKDiitttCSd myself at Westminster, on 
the 24th day of Jime, in the third year of our reign. 

Newenham. 
For 60 Shillings paid into the Treasury. 

Oil tte Examined by Thomas de Newenham and 
John de Chitterne, clerks. 
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Httni Ultiu 

||ICABDUS| Dei Gratia Bex Anglie et Francie, et Dominus Hibemie. 

OmnibUd ad quos presentes littere pervenerint ; Salutem. 

^nspcsimud lltteras patentes quas Dominus Edwardus nuper 
Bex Anglie, anus noster fieri fecit in hec verba : [See above.] 1^00, autem 
concessiones et confirmaoiones predictas ratas habentes et gratas, ear pro 
nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est prefatis Burgensibus et 
eomm heredibus et successoribuB Burgensibus Burgi predicti concedimus et 
confirmamus sicut carte et littere predicte racionabiliter testantur et 
prout iidem Burgenses libertatibus predictis virtute cartarum et litterarum 
predictarum vti debent ipsique et eorum antecessores seu predecessores 
libertatibus illis a tempore confeccionis cartarum et litterarum earundem 
racionabiliter vti et gaudere consueverunt. In cuius ret testimonium has 
litteras nostras fieri fecimus patentes. XLC6tC me ipso apud Westmonas- 
terium, vicesimo quarto die Junij anno regni nostri terdo. 

Nbwbnham. 
Pro sexaginta solidis solutis in hanaperio. 

On fold. Examinata per Thomam de Newenheun et 

Johannem de Ghitteme, clericos. 



Written in a beautifully reg[ular ChAncery hand, in about 40 line& on a large 
sheet of vellum, with wide margins, 21iin. wide by 15f in. desR excluding the 2iin. 
fold at foot. In excellent preservation on the whole, But worn badly at the lower 
folds. Attached is a red-and-green plaited silken oord, with portion of the great 
seal in green wax, now in two fragments. 
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Notes tin ^ttttXB ^Httnt ot 
mtf^nt^ II. 

IT will be obserred that no new privileges are granted by these 
''Letters Patent" of Bichard II. They are simply a con- 
firmation of those already in existence as being reasonable, that is 
in Charter sense, lawful or valid, and satisfactory. The peculiar 
mixture of singular and plural in the testing clause is a common 
feature in documents of this kind. We sometimes have a deed 
given in the third person singular, witnessed in the first, and the 
reign referred to with the ordinary plural. '' The King grants so- 
and-so. Witness myself, in such a year of our reign." 

It was forty years since the last confirmation, yet the note at 
the end of this one ** for sixty shillings paid into the Treasury " 
affords as good an explanation as any other why it was granted. 
In those unsettled times, towns possessing valuable Charters were 
always glad to have them acknowledged and renewed as soon as 
possible after the accession of a fresh Sovereign. Nor would any 
Sovereign from John to Henry VII. at least, decline an opportunity 
of adding a little perquisite to the Treasury for so commendable an 
object, and one enjoining so little trouble upon himself. The 
granting of so many Municipal Charters by John, if it did not prove 
his goodness of heart in thus scheming to trip up his baronage by 
creating a vast network of impediments to their authority, or, as 
this policy is sometimes described, in endeavouring to improve the 
condition of the towns, he at least showed an excellent appreciation 
of the advantage to be had out of the numerous substantial fines 
paid into the hanaper for the privileges thus confirmed or conferred. 
Bo the Kings, his successors, discerning the policy of John, were 
quite ready to continue it. 

mo these Letters of Bichard II. there are, as already stated, 
no witnesses besides himself and the clerks who drew them 
up and examined them. The first of these clerks was probably the 
actual writer of the document, who afterwards went over it again 
with another clerk. Thomas de Newenham was a well-known 
Chancery clerk — one of the senior officers under Edward III. He 
was receiver of Petitions from the 45th Edw. III. to the 15th 
Bich. II. On two occasions he was deputy-keeper of the Great Seal 
previous to the confirmation. 

John de Chitteme, or Chilterne, is named in deeds of the 5th, 
15th, and 16th of Edw. II. as " manucaptor " for certain Burgesses 
of Bridport and Ilchester, so that either he must have been in 
advanced age or this was a namesake in the King's service. 
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mHE next Confirmation is a Patent of Henry lY., but it adds 
nothing fresh. Notwithstanding the Kentish and other 
risings, the nnrest whioh disturbed the agricultural population with 
its burden of yilleinage, does not seem to have touched the boroughs, 
especially such as were under the protection of resident or neigh- 
bouring Barons. London itself can shew no Charter from the 
Inspeximus of Biohard II. in 1377| except one proclamation relating 
to it, in 1383, until that of Edward lY. in 1461. Nottingham, 
always a favoured mimicipality, has a Charter of Eichard II. in 
1378. It has another of some length from Henry lY. in 1399. 
Stafford obtains its next exemplification in 1399 also. 
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betters ^^atent of V^tnxy: IV. 
3aiu atfit tsaa. 

ENRY, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland. XCO all to whom the 
present Letters shall have come; Greeting. THfle 
ba\>e tttspecteb the Letters Patent of the Lord 
Bichard, late King of England the second after the Conquest, made 
in these words : [Here are recited all previous Charters and Letters 
Patent down to that of Ric. II., and the word "tercio."] THOlCt 
however, esteeming the aforesaid concessions, ratifications, and 
confirmations valid and satisfactory as far as lies in our power, 
accept and approve and now concede and confirm them for us and 
our heirs to the Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough and their heirs 
and successors, Burgesses of the same Borough, just as the Charters 
and Letters Patent aforesaid validly bear witness and to the same 
extent as the present Burgesses are permitted to use the same 
liberties and quittances aforesaid by virtue of the Charters and 
Letters aforesaid, and themselves and their ancestors or predecessors, 
Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, have been accustomed validly 
to use and enjoy those liberties and quittances from the time of 
the drawing up of the same Charters and Letters. In witness 
whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made Patent. 
TnUitttCdd myself at Westminster on the 9th day of January, in 
the first year of our reign. 

For six marks paid into the Treasury. 

BUBBBWYTH. 

Examined by Nicholas Bubbewyth and 
William Aughton, clerks. 
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Etttete ^^atentes ^mxiti IVti 
axini ptimu 

|ENBIGUS| Dei Gracia, Bex Anglie et Francie, et Dominus 
Hiberme. OnttlibUB ad quos presentes littere pervenerint; 
Salutem. 5ltBpe£il1tUB litteras patentes domini Bicardi nuper 
" Begis Anglie secundi post conquestum, factas in hec verba : [see above.] 
ISiOBf antem concessiones rati£oationes et confirmaoiones predictas ratae 
habentes et gratas eas pro nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est 
acceptamus, approbamus ao nunc Burgensibus Burgi predioti et eorum 
heredibus et successoribus Burgensibus eiusdem Burgi concedimus et 
confirmamus sicut ccyrte et littere predicte racionabiliter testantur, et prout 
iidem nunc Burgenses libertatibus et quietanciis prediotis virtute cartarum 
et Htterarum predictarum uti debent, ipsique et eorum antecessores sen 
predecessores Burgenses Burgi predicti libertatibus et quietanciis iUis a 
tempore confeccionis cartarum et litterarum earundem racionabiliter uti et 
gaudere consueverunt. In cuius rei testimonium has litteras nostras fieri 
fecimus patentes. XLCBtC me ipso apud Westmonasterium nono die 
Januarij anno regni nostri primo. 

Per sex marcis solutis in hanaperio. 



BUBBBWTTH. 



Ezamlnata per Nicholaum Bubbewyth and 
William Aughton, olerioos. 



Written in a fair, broken Gothic hand, more a book th&n a Charter hand, on a 
larce sheet of thin pArohment measuring 27|in. wide by IS^in. deep, exclusive of the 
fold 3^in. deep, with red-and-blue plaited cord set diamond-wise, and retaining 
fragments of the great seal in green wax, other fn^n^ents bein^ loose and folded or 
wrapped in with the Charter. The larse initial H in pen outlme evidently intended 
to be illuminated, and many pen flourisaee in the top Una 
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BottB on Hettetis ^uttxd of 
l^tnt^ IV. 

IT will be noticed that the memorandum of the fine or fee 
paid for the Patent or Charter to the Treasury is now 
regularly marked. The first was that of Edward II., where the 
sum charged was the very serious amount of 100 marks. That on 
the Patent of Bichard II. was 60 shillings — here it is six marks. A 
later one of Henry V. is 100 shillings. Now anyone looking into a 
table of medieval coins for either of these would not find it. 
The mancus or mark may have been a coin among the Saxons, but 
if so, it only stood valued at 30d., while the shilling stood at 5d. 
The first notice of the mark being valued at 18s. 4d. is by Matthew 
Paris, and during the reign of Richard I. But both the mark and 
the shilling — the latter valued at 12d. — were moneys of account. 
The silver mark, so often referred to in the middle ages, was not a 
coin at all. The first shilling coined in England was struck by 
Henry VII. If silver therefore was used for payment previously, it 
must have been, whether by tale or weight, in some other coin. 
Pennies alone were coined by the two Williams. Of Henry I. no 
other coins are known than pennies. The only silver money to be 
ascribed to Henry III. are pennies. To Edward I. are assigned 
groats, pennies, halfpence, and farthings. The silver coins of 
Edward III. were groats, halfgroats, pennies, halfpennies, and 
farthings. The coins of Bichard II. consist of groats, halfgroats, 
pennies, halfpennies, and farthings. These are all silver. Of gold 
coins, a rare penny is said to have been struck by Henry III. ; and 
florins, halfflorins, and quarters, by Edward III., and also nobles, 
halfnobles, and quarters, by the same monarch. Bichard II. 
repeated the coinage of the nobles and their divisions ; and so did 
Henry IV. The shilling was never issued in any other metal than 
silver, and that not earlier than 1485, examples of it being excessively 
rare. It was not repeated until the third coinage of Henry VTII., 
when the silver crown appears for the first time. As for copper, the 
first penny appeared in 1558, under Queen Elizabeth. 

Of the comparative value of money at different periods it is very 
difficult to form a correct estimate, so many things have to be taken 
into account. Lord Lyttelton, in his History of Henry II. (II. 104), 
speaking of the scutage for the War of Toulouse, says it was 
180,000 pounds, which, computing the value of that quantity of 
silver as compared with the present (1767), is equal to £2,700,000 
sterling. Without attempting to discuss the accuracy or otherwise 
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of this estimate, we may form some notion of the buying power of 
money in the time of Edward II., when we find that within ten 
years of the date of his Charter, for which the Burgesses of Stafford 
paid 100 marks into the hanaper, they could buy a dozen hens for 
Is. 6d. and rent meadow land for 4d. an acre, pasture land for Id. 
A few years later (1336) they could buy wheat at 2s. per quarter, a 
pig or half-a-dozen pigeons for Id., a fat goose for 2d., a fat sheep 
for 8d., and a fat ox for 6s. 8d. of their own money. These prices 
we are told were in consequence of the scarcity. So much the 
more burdensome then must have been the fine. If on the above 
prices we allow it to represent 200 oxen of a quality that to-day 
could not be bought for less than £20 each, it would mean a 
payment of not less than £4,000. Lord Lytellton's estimate was a 
very liberal one, but at his valuation the fine would only amount to 
£1,000. Even taking a lower estimate, if we admit the recent 
doctrine that payments in the 14th century were always made by 
weight and not by tale, and that Adam Smith was correct in saying 
the mark meant 8oz., so that its value as wrought silver now would 
not exceed £2 5s. Od. ; still the 100 marks would mean about £250 
of our money. In any case, we cannot but think that the Burgesses 
of Stafford paid very handsomely for this rightful recognition of 
their freedom, which now included the privilege, or obligation, of 
building a new Prison at their own cost, and taking the maintenance 
of it, with all risks, into their own hands. 

Nicholas Bubbewyth, who signs as Chancery clerk, is first 
noticed as a clerk or master in the Chancery, and receiver of 
petitions. In 1400 he became Archdeacon of Dorset. He succeeded 
Thomas de Stanley in 1402 as Master of the Bolls, resigning the 
office in 1405 to John Wakering. The year following he was made 
Bishop of London, and in 1407 was translated to Salisbury, and 
again the next year to Bath and Wells. So implicity relied upon 
was he for wisdom and prudence that he was chosen to be one of 
the prelates sent to Home to assist in deciding between the three 
candidates for the Papacy. He was a man of great charity. Died 
in 1424, and buried at Wells. 

William Aughton was Archdeacon of Bedford in 1405. He died 
in 1422-3. 
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Qtf)uxttx of l&entg IV. 

I 

ENEY, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland, to his Archbishops, 
Bishops, Abbats, Priors, Dukes, Earls, Barons, 
Justiciaries, Sheriffs, Provosts, Ministers, and all 
Bailiffs and Lieges; Greeting. *RnOW pC that we have granted 
and by this our Charter have confirmed to our beloved Lieges, the 
Bailiffs and Burgesses of our town of Stafford that they and their 
successors for ever shall have a fatt within our town aforesaid, on 
the Feast of the Invention of the Holy Cross, to be holden yearly. 
Unless this fair be to the injury of neighbouring fairs. TOdbCtCtOtC 
W6 will and firmly decree for ourselves and our heirs that the 
aforesaid Bailiffs and Burgesses and their successors aforesaid for 
ever shall have the aforesaid fair within the town aforesaid, with all 
liberties and free customs belonging to a fair of this kind. Unless 
this fair be to the injury of neighbouring fairs, just as is aforesaid. 
These being WMnCSSCS I The Venerable Fathers Thomas Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, our Chancellor of all England ; H., of 
Winchester ; Thomas of Durham ; N., of Bath and Wells ; H., of 
St. David's ; Bishops. Our dearest son Henry Prince of Wales ; 
our dearest cousin Edward Duke of York ; Thomas Arundel ; and 
Eichard of Warwick ; Earls. John Pelham, Knight, our Treasurer ; 
John de Stanley, Steward of our Household; and Master John 
Prophete, keeper of our private seal ; and others. Given by our 
hand at Canterbury, on the thirtieth of March, in the 13th year of 

our reign. 

By the King himself. 

Wakering. 
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Chabtbb op Henry IV. 59 



atwctu f^tmiti lYii, unni Xlllmu 



EMi! 



ilNBIGUS, Dei Graoia, Bex Anglie et Franoie, et Bominns 

Hibemie, Arohiepiscopis, Episcopis, Abbatibus, Prioribus, 

Duoibus, CoznitibuB, Baronibus, Justiciariis, VioecomitibuSi 

Prepositis, Minisirris, et omnibxiB BaUivis et fidelibns suis; Salutem. 

SciatlB nO0 concessisse et hac carta nostra confirmaase dilectis legeis 

nostris Balliyis et Burgensibus ville nostre Stafifordie quod ipsi et snccessores 

Bui imperpetuum habeant ttliailt tCtiaitt infra villain nostram predictam in 

Feato Invencionis Sancte Cmcis Singolis annis tenendam. Nisi feria ilia sit 

ad nocnmentnm yicinarum feriarum. dtuatC VOlumUB et firmiter 

precipimns pro nobis et heredibns nostris quod predioti Ballivi et Burgenses 

et sucoessores sui predicti imperpetuum habeant predictam feriam infra 

vUlam predictam omnibus libertatibus et liberis consnetudinibus ad hujus 

modi feriam pertinentibus. Nisi feria ilia sit ad nocumentum vicinarum 

feriarum, sicut predictum est. f)ffd tC0til)U0: Yenerabilibus patribus 

Thoma Archiepiscopo Cantuarense, tocius Anglie Gancellario nostro ; H., 

Wyntonie ; Th* Dimolmense ; N., Bathon. et Wellense ; H. Menevie ; 

Episcopis. Garissimo filio nostro Henrico Principe Wallie; carisaimo 

consanguineo nostro Edwardo duce Eboraci ; Thoma Arundelli et Bicardo 

WafrewiMe; Gomitibus. Johanne Pelhs^m, milite, thesaurario nostro; 

Johanne de Stanley, chivaler, senescallo hospitii nostri ; et magistro Johanne 

Prophete custode privati sigilli nostri ; et aliis. Data per manum nostram 

apud Gantuariam, tricesimo die Marcij anno regni nostri terciodecimo. 

Per ipsum Begem. 

Waebb(ino). 



Written in a beautiful English Gothic book ha nd, on a small sheet of vellum 
about 144in. wide by 6^in. deep, excluding fold 2^in. With purple-and-fip^en plaited 
silk cords placed lozenge- wise, to which are attached two fragments of the seal usually 
attributed to Henry V. It is in reality a second seal of Henry IV. 
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60 Notes on the Charteb op Henby IV. 

Bottfi on ff)t C|)attet of 
IHente IV. 

IT must have been a very careless or ignorant examination of 
this Charter which led to its being endorsed, as it is, with the 
name of Henry VI. And it was still more reprehensible that a much 
later examination should repeat the blunder. That it is not a mere 
clerical error for Henry IV. is shewn by the attribution of its date 
to 1434 instead of 1412. Henry IV. began to reign on Sept. 30th, 
1399, and as the year then began with March 25th, the 30th of 
March in his 13th year would be just the 6th day of the year 1412, 
The mention of Henry Prince of Wales as one of the witnesses is 
conclusive, for Henry VI. had no son Henry Prince of Wales, and 
Henry V. in the 13th year of his reign had none capable of signing 
a Charter. Of course the evidence when the names of the other 
witnesses are added becomes overwhelming. But the name of the 
Prince of Wales is sufficient. 

The Witnesses are: — 

1. Th, Archiep, Cantiiar. — Thomas Fitzalan, son of the Earl of 
Arundel. Lord Chancellor in 1386-7. Again in 1391 to 1398, when 
he was banished for treason, but restored the year following. He 
gave up his office in the same year, was again restored to it from 
1407 to 1410. Again from 1412 to his death in 1413. 

2. H, Wynton. — Henry Beaufort, the famous Cardinal Bishop 
of Winchester, one of the most prominent figures in the history of 
his time. He was Lord Chancellor after Archbishop Arundel, from 
1413 to 1417, and again from 1424 to 1426. 

3. Th. Dunolm. — Thomas Langley was Lord Chancellor and 
Keeper of the Privy Seal (1405-7) when John Wakering was 
Master of the Kolls. Again from 1417 until Sept., 1422, and from 
Nov., 1422 to 1424. He was made Bishop of Durham in 1406, and 
Cardinal till 1437, when he died. 

4. N, Bathon, et Well, — Nicholas Bubbewyth, Bishop of Bath 
and Wells, having been translated from Salisbury 1408, died 1424. 
He was the Clerk in Chancery who signed the ijetters Patent of 1st 
Hen. IV. 

6. H, Menev. — Henry Chiohele, Archdeacon of Salisbury, made 
Bishop of St. David's in 1408, translated to Canterbury 1414. 

6. Cariss, fiL nostro, — Henry Prince of Wales, afterwards 
Henry V. Born 1388; consequently in his 25th year when he 
witnessed this Charter. He became king in the year following. 
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Notes on the Chabteb of Henbt IV. 61 

7. CarisB. Consanguineo nostro, — Edward Duke of Yoi:k, eldest 
son of Edmnnd of Langley, co. Hertford. Edward was created 
successively Earl of Rutland, Duke of Albemarle, and Duke of York. 
He was grandfather of Edward lY. Bom 1373 ; became Duke of 
York 1402. Killed at Agincourt, Oct. 26th, 1416. 

8. Thoma Arundell. — Thomas Fitzalan, Earl of Arundel, son of 
Bichard Fitzallan, who was beheaded in 1393. This Thomas was 
restored on blood in 1399 by Henry IV. Died 1416. 

9. B. T7a7T.— Richard Beauohamp, Earl of Warwick 1401—1439. 
He was father-in-law of Richard Nevill, the King Maker, who 
married his only daughter and heiress. 

10. Joh. Pelham. — Sir John Pelham, Treasurer of the Royal 
Household, son of the celebrated Sir John Pelham who took prisoner 
King John of France at the battle of Poictiers 1356. Keeper of 
Pevensey Castle, &c. A great favourite of Henry IV. and his son. 
In 2nd Hen. V. he was appointed guardian to James (I.) of 
Scotland, then a prisoner at Windsor. Died 1428. 

11. Joh. de Stanley. — Sir John Stanley, K.G., Steward of the 
King's Household and Constable of Windsor Castle in 1409. 
Died 1414. 

Johanne Prophete, — John Prophete was Prebendary successively 
(1404 and 1406) of two stalls in York Minster, and in 1407 was 
installed Dean. In 1414 he was keeper of the Privy Seal. 
Died 1416. 

Waker. — John Wakering appears in the Patent Rolls of 
6 Hen. IV. as Master of the Rolls. Again in the Close Rolls of 
11 Hen. IV. as Keeper of the Seal, and agdin in the year following. 
He took his name from the village of Wakering in Essex. He was 
a master or. upper clerk in Chancery in 19 Rich. II. (1395) and 
receiver of petitions to Parliament. He had previously held a living 
as a clergyman in the City of London. On March 2, 1405, he 
became Master of the Rolls, remaining in office for over ten years. 
In the same year he was made Archdeacon of Canterbury, and in 
1409 Canon of Wells. In 1416 he became Bishop of Norwich, and 
went with Bubbewyth and others to the papal election in 1417. 
Died at his manor of Thorpe in 1425 and was buried in Norwich 
Cathedral. 
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62 Lbttebb Patent op Hbnrt V. 



Hettets ^utmi of ifienrg V. 

ENRT, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland. Uo M to whom the 
present Letters shall have come; Greeting. TRUC 
baPe inspected) the Letters Patent of onr dearest 
Lord and Father, the Lord Henry late King of England, made for 
confirmation in these words : [Here are recited the Letters Patent 
of 1 Hen. IV. down to ** primo."] TRUCf however, esteeming these 
concessions, ratifications, and confirmations aforesaid, to be valid 
and satisfactory, do accept, approve, and now to the Burgesses of 
the same Borpugh do concede and confirm them for ourselves and 
our heirs, as far as lies in our power, as the Charters and Letters 
aforesaid validly bear witness, and just as the same present 
Burgesses are accustomed to make use of the liberties and quittances 
aforesaid, by virtue of the aforesaid Charters and Letters ; and their 
ancestors or predecess9rs of the Borough aforesaid have been 
accustomed validly to make use of those liberties and quittances 
from the time of the drawing up of those same Charters and Letters. 
In witness whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made 
patent. XKIlitnCSS myself at Westminster, on the 10th day of 
March, in the first year of our reign. 

Clbbe. 
For 100 Shillings paid into the Treasury. 

Examined by Eichard Gabriell and 
John Clerk, Clerks. 
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Lettebs Patent op Hekbt V. 




ILittete ^^atentes Jfeentiti Yti, 
anni ptimt« 

|ENBICnS, dei gratia, Bex Anglie et Francie, et DominuB 
Hibemie. OmnibUB ad quos presentes littere pervenerint; 
Salutem. 5n0peiintUB litteras patentee carisBimi Domini et 
patris nostri, Domini Henrici nuper Begis Anglie, de confirmacione factas 
in heo verba : [Here follows the preceding instrument of Hen. IV. down 
to " primo."] 1^06, autem, concessionea ratificationes and confirmaciones 
predictas ratas habentes and gratas, eas pro nobis et heredibns nostris 
quantxmi in nobis est acceptamns approbamus ac nunc Bnrgensibus Bnrgi 
p'dicti et eorum heredibus et snccessoribns Bnrgensibus eiusdem Burgi 
concedimus et confirmamus sicut carte et littere p'dicte racionabiliter 
testantur et prout iidem nunc Burgenses libertatibus et quietanciis predictis 
virtute cartarum et litterarum predictarum vti debent ipsique et eortlm 
antecessores seu predecessores Burgenses Burgi p*dicti libertatibus et 
quietanciis illis a tempore confeccionis cfikrtarum et litterarum earundem 
racionabiliter uti et gaudere consueverunt. In cuius rei testimonium has 
litteras nostras fieri fecimus patentes. JlC0tC nfeipso apud Westmonas- 
terium decimo die Marcij anno regni nostri primo. 



Pro centum solidis solutis in hanaperio. 

Examinate per Bicardum Gabriell et 

Johannem Clerk, Clericos. 



Glbrk. 



Written in a perfectly even ang^ular Gothic book-band, clearlv and legibly, 
on a large sheet of thin parchment, measuring about 28in. wide by 17in. deep, 
exclufiive of 2iin. fold, having a red-and-white plaited cord, attaching a fragment of 
the great seal in green wax. A vacant space is left for the initial H, no flourishes 
A huge hole, seemingly burnt, occurs in the middle crease of the third fold. 
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Notes on Eetters patent of 

J^OHN GLEBK, or Le Gjlerke, belonged to an ancient Kentish 
-^1 family living at Ford, near Wrotham. He held oflQce as 
2nd Baron of the Exchequer from 1460, under Henry V., 
Henry VI., and Edward IV., retaining his place until the restoration 
of Henry VI. in 1470, and probably onwards, for no other 2nd Baron 
is mentioned until Feb., 1481. The Ford estate remained in the 
family until 1644, when Sir Willm. Gierke, a staunch Boyalist, was 
slain at Gopredy Bridge. 

Of B. Gabriel! I find no other notice than that he was 
Prebendary of York in 1401-2. 

^j "MONG the extracts from a volume in the Bodley Library at 
l^t-JL^ Oxford, now in the Salt Library, there occurs a transcript 
of a Patent vaguely stated to be a Gharter of King Henry, and 
assigned in a Brief held in 1825 for the Burgesses of Stafford, to the 
18th of Henry VIII., but as the known Gharters and Letters Patent 
of Henry VIII., after his 13th year, usually add the title of " Fidei 
Defensor," which this Patent omits, and also the word ** Octavus," 
here omitted ; and as it refers to Letters Patent of Henry, late King 
of England, and Henry VII. is not recorded to have granted any 
such Letters, it should, in all probability, be assigned to Henry VI. 
Moreover, of the two clerks {i.e. clergymen) who sign it, John Bate 
is mentioned by Le Neve as Subdean of York from 1441 to 1478, 
and is named as Beceiver of Petitions in the Bolls of Parliament of 
16 Hen. VI. I find no John Lowth until many years afterwards. 
The matter is not of vital importance, but it is always desirable, if 
possible, to be accurate. 
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Hettets ^Patent of IBenrg VI. 

tOtfl m^Uy 1440? 

|ENKT, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland. XI^O Ml to whom 
the present Letters shall hare come ; Greeting. TRUC 
baPe inspected the Letters Patent of the Lord 
Henry, late King of England [our Father] for Confirmation, made 
in these words : [Here are recited preceding Letters, &c.] HfSiCf 
however, whilst the Charters and Letters aforesaid concerning this 
kind of liberties, franchises, and quittances are by no means 
revoked, by the advice and assent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and of the Commons of our Eealm of England in our 
Parliament at Westminster assembled, holden and existing in the 
first year of our reign, do accept and approve and to our beloved 
present Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough and their heirs and 
successors, do ratify and confirm to the same extent as the Charters 
and Letters aforesaid validly bear witness, and to the same extent 
as the Burgesses in that place are permitted to use and enjoy the 
liberties, franchises, and quittances aforesaid, and themselves and 
their ancestors or Predecessors, Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, 
have always hitherto validly been accustomed to use and enjoy 
those liberties, franchises, and quittances from the time of the 
drawing up of the aforesaid Charters and Letters. In witness 
whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made Patent. 
TTClttnCSS myself at Westminster on the 10th day of May, in the 
18th year of our reign. 

Examined by John Bate and 

John Lowth, Clerks. 
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66 Tbanbcbipt op Lbttbbb Patent op BLbinby VI. 




©tansctipt* of ''Utttere ^^atentes** 
of WiixiQ ?&mrg [VI.]> anni 18bi. 

TaAien /rom ** Ooiigh's Catalogue of Boohs in the Bodleian Library 
at Oxford, MS. No, 3" p. 253. 

{JENBICUS, dei gratia Bex Angl.ise and Franc.ise, et Dominns 
Hibem.i8e. ®ntttibU6 ad quos prsesent.es Litters pervenerint ; 
Salutem. 5n6peiimUd Litteras Patent.es Domini Henrid 
nnper Begis AngLise [patris nostri] de confirmatione fcMstas in hsec verba, 
&c., vid. Ghajiias prsecedentes. t^OS, autem, Ghartas et Litter.as pr8edict.a8 
hujusmodi Libertatib.us Franches.iis et Quietanciis minim.e revocatis de 
adyisamento et assensu Dominor.um Spiritual.itun and Temporal.iiim ac 
Gommunitat.um regni nostri Angliee in Parliamento nostro Westmonast.erii 
Anno Begni nostri primo tent.o [et] existente ; acceptajnus approbamus ac 
dilect.is nobis nunc Burgensib.us Burg.i prsedicti et eonim hseredib.us et 
snccesBorib.UB Burgensib.us ejusd.em Burg.i ratificamus et confirmamus 
piout Ghart.sB et litterse prsBdict.sB rationabiliter testantur et pro [ut] ibidem 
Burgens.es Libertatib.us Franches.ii8 and Quietano.iis prsedict.is uti et 
gaudere debent ipsiq.ue et eorum Antecessor.es et [seu?] predecessor.es 
Burgens.es Burg.i predict.i Libertatib.us Franch.esii8 et Quietonciis illis a 
tempore Gonfectionis Ghartar.um et Litterar.um prssdictar.um semper 
hactenus rationabiliter uti et gaudere consueverunt. Li cujus rei testi- 
monium has Litteras nostras fieri fecimus patentes. JLZStZ meipso apud 
Westmonast.erium IQmo. die Maij Anno Begni nostri decimo-octavo. 

Examinatse per Job. Bate, 
(p. 255). Job. Lowtb, Glerioos. 



* The additions to words after a fullpoint and words in [ ] are intended simply to 
complete the senae^ the rest is copied lUer<Uim, 
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Hetters ^^atent of eiibjarti IV. 

Wtb. 4tht t477. 

I DWARD, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France, and Lord of Ireland. XI^O ^11 to whom the 
present letters shall have come ; Greeting. XKHC 
bftPC inspected the Letters Patent of the Lord 
Edward, late King of England, our progenitor made in these words. 
[Here is recited the whole body of Charters and Letters Patent 
from John to Edward III.] TRUC, however, esteeming the aforesaid 
Letters and all and singular the matters contained in them valid 
and satisfactory, do accept and approve them, for ourselves and our 
heirs, as far as lies in our power and do ratify and confirm them to 
our beloved present Burgesses of the aforesaid town of Stafford and 
their successors, by the tenour of the present Letters, to the same 
extent as the aforesaid Letters validly bear witness. In witness 
whereof we have caused these our Letters to be made patent. 
TRIlitttCSS myself at Westminster, on the 4th day February, in the 
17th year of our reign. 

For 26 shillings and 8 pence paid into the Treasury. 

Examined by William Morland and 
John Brown, Clerks. 
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atwi XVIImi^ 

||DWABDnS, dei gratia, Rex Anglie et Francie, et Dominus 

Hibemie. OntnibUB ad quos presentes littere pervenerint ; 

Salutem. ^tlspcifitllViS Litteras Patentee Domini Edwardi 

nuper Begis Anglie progenitoris nostri faotas in hec verba [see above]. 

1^06 autem Litteras p'dictas ac omnia et singula in eisdem contenta rata 

et habentes et grata, ea pro nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est 

acceptaraus et approbamus ac dilectis nobis nunc Burgensibus p'dicte ville 

de StafTordia et successoribus suis tenore presencium ratifioamus et con- 

firmamus prout littere predicte racionabiliter testantur. In cuius rei 

testimonium has litteras nostras fieri fecimus patentes. HcstC meipso 

apud Westmonasterium quarto die Februarij Anno Begni nostri decimo 

Septimo. 

Morton. 

Pro viginti et sex solidis et octo denariis solutis in hanaperio. 

(on fold) Examinate per Willielmum Morland et 

Johannem Brown, Clericos. 



Written in a beautiful Chancery hand (with the lon^ "r" and contractions) in 
38 lines, on a large sheet of vellum, measuring 28^in. wide by Ibjin. deepi 
excluding a fold of S^in., with small fragment of flrreat seal in green wax, attached 
by a ragged plaited cord fixed lozenge- wise on the fold — a sort of cypher "Irro'"," 
written within the lozenge — perhaps for " Irrotulatur "—"it is enrolled.'* A space is 
left for large initial C, and for smaller initiaLs along top line. 



William Morland, — Master of the Kolls for two months of the 
temporary restoration of Henry VI., was previously a master in 
Chancery, and is so named in the delivery of the seal in 1463. On 
Edward's re-accession he was again Master in Chancery and 
Eeceiver of Petitions in Parliament until 4th Henry VII. 

John Morton was Master of the Eolls from 1472 until May 30, 
1477, and occasionally Keeper of the Seal. He was made Bishop of 
Ely in 1478, and translated to the See of Canterbury in 1486. He 
became ChanceUor in 1487. Died Sept. 13th, 1600. 

Of John Broun I find no record. 
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Hettets g^atent of feenrg VIII. 

3tmu 27tf|t tStOU 

JENBT, by the grace of God, Eong of England and 
France, Lord of Ireland. XI^O RU to whom the 
present Letters shall have come; Greeting. XKHC 
bdPC inspected [Here are recited all previous 
instruments down to the words ** decimo-septimo " of Edward IV.] 
XRIlCf however, esteeming the aforesaid Letters and all and singular 
the matters contained in them, valid and satisfactory, for ourselves 
and our heirs as far as lies in our power, do accept and approve 
them, and to our dear present Burgesses of the aforesaid town of 
Stafford and their successors, by the tenour of the present Letters 
do ratify and confirm them to the same extent as the aforesaid 
Letters validly bear witness. In witness whereof we have caused 
these Letters to be made patent. XRIlitnCSS myself at Westminster 
on the twenty-seventh day of January, in the second year of our 
reign. 

YONQ. 

For 26s. 8d. paid into the Treasury. 

Examined by William Malhom and 
John Taillour, Clerks. 
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mtttxt ^^atentes l^mxiti YUIU, 
unni IIliC* 

RENEIGUS, dei gratia, Bex Anglie et Francie, Dominus 
Hibemie. OntttibUB ad quos presentes Littere perveneiint; 
Salutem. 5n0pe£imud [see above]. tiOBp antem, Litteras 
predictas ac omnia et singula in eisdem oontenta rata et habentes et grata 
ea pro nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est aoceptamus et 
approbamus ac dilectis nobis nunc Burgensibus predictis viUe de Staffordia 
et successoribus suis tenore presentium ratificamus et confirmamus prout 
Littere p'dicte racionabiliter testantur. In cuius testimonium has Litteras 
fieri fecimus patentes. JlCBtC meipso apud Westmonasterium vioesimo 
septimo die Januarij Anno Begni nostri secundo. 

YONO. 

Pro viginti et sex solidis et octo denariis solutis in hanaperio. 

Exam*^ per Willielmxmi Malhom et 

Johannem Taillour, Clericos. 



Written in a good dear Chanoery hand in 4-2 lines, on a sheet of vellum measuring 
about 29^in. wide by 17in. deep, excluding the fold. Pen flourishes of an elaborate 
kind in top line in a style conunon in Tudor documents. The words "Henrious 
Octavus" are written on the rim of a crown placed over the initial H, and ''villa 
Staff fford'' on three labels wound round the inital I of Inspeximus. A plaited 
green-and-white cord, with a small fragment of seal in gnreen wax attached — the 
cord being fixed lozenge- wise on the fold— surrounding the cypher " Irro™^." 



Yong. — John Young, LL.D., was first appointed Master of the 
Rolls in 23 Hen. VII., and re-appointed 1 Hen. VIII. He was 
admitted Dean of York in 1514. Died 1516, and buried in the 
Rolls Chapel, London. 

W, Malhom, — I find no record of this oflBcial. He was probably 
one of the Six Clerks whose names before 1545 are seldom recorded. 

Joh, Taillour.— John Taylor, S.T.P. On the 11th June, 1529, 
a commission was issued to John Taylor, Master of the Rolls, and 
others, to hear causes. 
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Mandate op Hknbt VIII. 71 

Mmtsutt of iBenrg VIII. to if^t 
§i1)txi% tontemtng Santtttarg. 

SiWQ^ 3r&t t543. 

|ENRY the eighth, by the Grace of God, King 
of England, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, and on Earth Supreme Head of the English 
and Irish Church, to the Sheriff of Stafford ; Greeting. 
Although by virtue of a certain recent Act of Parliament thereupon 
directed by our Writ to you, we caused it to be proclaimed that our 
town of Stafford, within your bailiwick, should be a Town of 
Sanctuary, and that felons, transgressors, and other malefactors 
escaping thither might have protection and privilege there according 
to the force, form, and effect of the Act and proclamation aforesaid, 
and of other statutes and laws of our Bealm of England. And since 
from your testimony and that of other our trusty lieges we under- 
stand that our castle and gaol for prisoners taken, or to be taken, in 
your County, is situate within the aforesaid town, through which a 
certain ambiguity has arisen whether the said castle and gaol may 
be considered or reputed as parcel of the Sanctuary of the Town 
aforesaid : ftttOVP ^C that in order to expel, wipe out, and remove 
that ambiguity, we make known to all and singular our Justices 

iBanlratum Vitttomiiiht Sanctuatio 
J^entiti Villi, anni 34ti. 

|ENRICUS OCTAVUS, dei gratia, Anglie Franoie et Hibemie 
Bex, Fidei Defensor et in terra ecclesie Anglicane et Hibemioe 
Supremum caput YicecDmiti Staffordie ; Salutem. Licet nuper 
virtute cuiusdam actus Parliamenti per breve nostrum tibi inde directum 
prodamari feceriznus quod Villa nostra de Staffordia infra ballivam tuam 
esset Villa Sanctuarij et quod felones transgressores et aJij malefactores 
illuc fugientes haberent tuitionem et privilegium ibidem juzta vim formam 
et effectum actus et proclamacionis predicti ac aliorum statutorum et legum 
regni nostri Anglie. Ac cum ex testimonio tuo et aliorum fide dignorum 
ligeorum nostrorum accepimus quod castrum et gaola nostra pro prisonibus 
in Gomitatu tuo captis et capieudis scituatum sit infra viUam predictam per 
quod quedam ambiguitas orta est utrum dictum castrum et gaola pro parcella 
Sanctuarij Ville predicte acciperetur aut reputaretm:. SCtatid quod nos ad 
ambiguitatem illam expellendam delendam et amovendam notum facimus 




Digitized by 



Google 



72 Mandate op Hbnbt VIII. 

and Ministers and faithful Lieges that it is not nor ever was our 
intention that the aforesaid castle or gaol should be or be reputed 
any parcel of the Sanctuary aforesaid ; nor that any prisoners at 
the gaol aforesaid, or that have been or are about to be brought 
from the same gaol for trial before our Justices through or within 
any part of the town aforesaid, should have or enjoy any privileges 
of Sanctuary there by the power of our Act or proclamation 
aforesaid. 3BUt the said castle and gaol and the boundaries thereof 
and the passages and re-passages for prisoners to and as far as the 
said gaol and from the same, as is premised, that have been or are 
about to be brought, through or within the town aforesaid, we 
imdersband or consider as no Sanctuary, nor have we ever under- 
stood or considered, nor are we willing that it should be considered, 
as a Sanctuary. Httt) tbCtCtOtC we command you that in divers 
places, as well within our aforesaid town, and outside the precincts, 
limits, and bounds of the same [as in othe]r places whatsoever 
within your bailiwick where you think our intention can be the better 
promoted you must cause to be made in explanation a thorough 
declaration of our proclamations aforesaid, previously directed to 
you. So tbdt it may be made known to all that neither the said 
gaol of our town aforesaid, nor the passage or re-passage for 
prisoners to the same gaol and from the same gaol as aforesaid, that 
have been or are about to be brought, may be, shall be, or shall be 
held or reputed any part whatever of the Sanctuary of the aforesaid 

omnibus et singulis Justiciariis Ministris et fidelibus ligeis nostris quod non 
est nee unquam fuit intencio nostra quod predictum castrum sive gaola esset 
vel reputaretur aliqua parcella Sanctuarii predicti nee quod aliqui prisonarij 
ad gaolam predictam' aut ab eadem gaola coram Justidariis nostris 
comparendi ducti vel ducendi per vel infra aliquam partem ville predicts 
aliquod privilegium Sanctuarij ibidem vigore actus aut proclamacionis nostre 
predicte haberent vel gauderent. Sct> dictum castrum et gaola et limites 
eiusdem et passagium et repassagixmi pro prisonibus ad et usque dictam 
gaolam et ab eadem gaola ut premittitur [ductis] et ducendis per aut infra 
viUam predictam pro nullo Sanctuario acceptamus vel reputamus nee 
unquam aoceptavimus vel reputavimus nee pro Sanctuario haberi volumus. 
JBt fgitUt tibi precipimus quod in singulis locis tarn infra villam nostram 
predictam metasque Hmites et bundas eiusdem [quam alii] s locis quibus- 
cumque infra ballivam tuam ubi magis expediri videris ex parte nostra 
publicas proclamaciones fieri facias pro explanacione et luculenta declaracione 
proclamacionis nostre predicte tibi prius directe. 5ta QUOb notum sit 
omnibus quod nee dicta gaola ville nostre predicte nee passagium seu 
repassagium pro prisonibus usque eandem gaolam et ab eadem gaola ut 
predicitur ductis vel ducendis sit erit tenebitur aut reputetur aliqua pars 
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town, but shall be exempt and held as exempt from that Sanctuary 
altogether ; and that any prisoners whatsoever now existing there 
under your custody, or hereafter by reason of their evil deeds to 
be committed to our gaol aforesaid to be punished, or to be led 
forth from the same to the place of judicial punishment or execution, 
or to be tried, shall in no wise enjoy or take advantage of j or be 
permitted to have any protection, immunity, defence, liberty, or 
privilege within the aforesaid town under pretext or colour of the 
castle or gaol aforesaid, or of the passage or re-passage through or 
into the aforesaid town to and as far as the same gaol or from the 
same on the plea either that our castle and gaol aforesaid is situated 
within the aforesaid town, or that prisoners have to be brought as 
far as the said gaol and from the same gaol for the reasons aforesaid 
through or into the aforesaid town ; or any other statute or our 
proclamation aforesaid, to the contrary of the precepts, made 
issued ordained or provided, in any case notwithstanding, hence- 
forward and until we shall have considered otherwise. Whence 
the things ordered and appointed by the precepts must be done. 
And this you must in no wise omit at your peril. XKUttttCSS 
myself at Berechurch on the 3rd day of August in the 34th year 

of our reign. 

Cupper. 
Cupper, — One of the Six Chancery Clerks in 1546. 

Sanctuaxij villa predicte, Bcb exemptum, et pro ezempto a Sanotuario illo 
habeatur omnino quodque prisones quicunque nunc sub custodia taa ibidem 
existentes aut imposterum ob malefacta sua usque gaolam nostram 
predictam committendi, puniendi, vel ab eadem ad loca judicij supplicij vel 
executionis producendi vel adiudicandi, aliqua tuicione, immunitate defencione 
libertate vel privilegio Sanctuarij infra VUlam predictam pretextu aut colore 
castri sive gaole predicti aut passagij et repassagij per aut infra viUam ad et 
usque eandem gaolam seu ab eadem nullomodo gaudeant vel fruantur, aut 
habere permittantur eo quod aut castrum et gaola nostrum predictum infra 
p*dictam yillam scituata est vel eo quod prisones usque dictam gaolam et 
ab eadem gaola ex oausis predictis per aut infra p*dictam villam duci 
contigerint vel aliquo alio statute sive proolamfikcione nostra p*diotis in 
contrarium premissorum factis editis ordinatis sive provisis in aliquo 
nonobstante, donee et quousque nos aliter duxerimus. Unde facienda 
ordinanda et statuenda in premissis. Et hoc nullatenus omittas periculo 
incumbente. XLcStC me ipso apud Berechurch tercio die Augusti anno 
regni nostri tricesimo quarto. 

CUPPBR. 



Written on a small strip of parchment— now in a very tattered oondition, 
especially on the left margin — in a Oharter hand, with many contractions, and 
occupying 20 cloeely written lines. It measures about 14-in. wide by 5|in. deep. 
' " hold' ■ ' ' * * ' ' - ' 



A tag holding a portion of the seal in whitish yellow wax is pinned to the lower 
edge^ from wnich it has been torn. 
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iEtotes on tf^t JEantiate tontetning 
(Sanctttatg* 

mHE aotual rendering of Henry's style is given in the Act of 
36th Henry YIII., cap 3, " in the englyshe tongae by these 
woordes, Hbnby the eyght, by the grace of God Kynge of Englande, 
France, and Ireland, defedour of the feyth and of the Churche of 
England and also of Ireland,in earth the supreme head." 

On the subject of Sanctuaries several of our Archseological 
Magazines'*' contain interesting and instructive information, and the 
late learned Librarian of the Wm. Salt Library took the trouble to 
write a little book about them. 

The idea was based of course upon the Hebrew Cities of 
Befuge, and in MediaBval England the validity of Sanctuary was 
often tested. Like other beneficent institutions, however, it 
became abused and corrupt, and hence from time to time Acts 
of Parliament, or Boyal Proclamations, as e.g, those of the 21st, 
22nd, 23rd, 27th, 28th, 32nd, and 35th Hen. VIII., had to be 
directed to correct and regulate its use. Only about 2 months 
previous to this Mandate, viz., on May 30th, 1642, a proclamation 
of the King had made Stafford a Sanctuary town, yet its purpose 
was already misunderstood and perverted, and thus throughout the 
reign of Henry VIII. and his successors the right and extent of 
Sanctuary were subject to continual revision, until by an Act of 
21 James I., cap. 28, the whole thing was totally and finally 
abolished. 

In the Letter to the Corporation of Stafford written in Nov., 
1826, already referred to, there is mention of an Inspeximus of 
18th Henry VIII., confirming previous Charters, but no such 
document is now existing among the Town Charters, and probably 
nowhere else, as the Letters Patent of 2nd Edward VI. make no 
mention of any instrument of his father's later than that of 1510. 
Unfortunately, even the names of the Acts of Parliament are 
wanting from the 16th to the 21st years of Henry, so that any 
such document, said to have referred to a general pardon, cannot 
be traced. 

* e.g. Archffiologia VIII., 1, &c. 
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Setters ^^atent of etibjatli VI. 

[DWARD the sixth, by the Grace of God, King 
of England, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, and on Earth Supreme Head of the English 
and Irish Chnrch. XCo M to whom these present 
Letters shall have come; Greeting. TRUc ba\>C ittSPCCtCb the 
Letters Patent of confirmation of our dearest Father Henry the 
Eighth, of most illustrious memoiy, late King of England, made 
in these words: [Here are recited the previous Charters, &c., down 
to the 2nd of Henry VIII.] HQlet however, esteeming all and 
singular the Letters Patent aforesaid, and all and singular their 
contents, valid and satisfactory, for ourselves and our heirs, as far 
as is in our power do ratify and approve and to our beloved present 
Burgesses of the Town of Stafford and their successors by the 
tenour of the present Letters do ratify and confirm them to the same 
extent as the Letters Patent aforesaid validly bear witness. Httt) 
tUttbCt of our more abundant grace have granted, and by these 
presents do grant to the Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and 
their successors that themselves and their successors for the time 
being, during our good pleasure and that of our heirs, shall be 
Justices for us and our heirs for the preservation of the Peace 

atttete ^utmitB iEbbjartii VIti, 
anni Ilbt^ 

|DWARDUS SEXTUS, Dei Gratia, Anglie, Francie, et Hibemie, 
Bex, fidei defensor et in terra Ecclesie Anglicane et Hibernice 
supremum caput. OYtinibUS ad quos presentes littere per- 
venerint; Salutem. 5n0pC£itnU0 litteras patentee precharissimi patris 
nostri Henrici Octavi preclare memorie nuper regis Anglie de confirmacione 
factas in hec verba : [See above.] DOd autem omnes et singulas litteras 
patentee p'dictas ac omnia et singula in eiuedem contenta rata et habentes 
grata ac pro nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est ratificamus 
approbamus ac dilectis nobis nunc b'gensibus p'dicte viDe de St*"*- et 
succ^™" suis tenore presentium ratificamus et confirmamus prout littere 
patentee p'dicte racionabiliter teetantur. Mt indupct de uberiore gratia 
nostra concessimue ac per p'sentee concedimus burgensibue burgi p'dicti et 
successoribus suie quod ipei et succ'^ eui pro tempore existentes durante 
beneplacito nostro et heredum nostrorum sint justiciarii noetri et heredum 
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within the Borough aforesaid, and shall do, execute, and exercise 
all and singular [the duties] concerning any offences whatsoever, 
and touching other matters within the liberties of the Borough 
aforesaid to the same extent that any of our Justices of the Peace 
in any County of England may be empowered lawfully to do, 
execute, and exercise by the statutes and laws of our Kingdom of 
England. Hn& tbdt themselves, the said Burgesses, and their 
successors for the time being may have the herein mentioned 
liberties of the Borough aforesaid during our good pleasure and 
that of our heirs and successors of finding, acquiring, obtaining, 
or appropriating the goods and chattels of felons and fugitives. 
And that the Burgesses themselves and their successors for the 
time being for ever shall be empowered in their own courts to be 
held within the Borough aforesaid to bring up the persons against 
whom complaints in the aforesaid courts may chance to be moved 
or levied by summons, attachment, and [or] distraint, according 
to the laws and customs of our Kingdom of England; and if it 
have been testified before the same Burgesses and their successors 
by any of their deputies that those persons have nothing within 
the Borough aforesaid where or whereby they may have been liable 
to be summoned, attached, or distrained, by attachment of their 
bodies, they may and may be able to attach those persons, and 
may bring up and determine by similar the processes, considerations, 
judgments, and executions of judgments by which similar pleas 



noatrorum ad pacem infra burgum p'dictum conservandam et facient 
exequentur et exerceant omnia et singula pro quibuscmuque offensis et aliis 
rebus infra libertates burgi p'dicti contingentibus prout aliqui justiciarii 
noatri et heredum nostrorum ad pacem in aJiquo comitatu Anglie licite 
facere exequi et exercere possint per statuta et leges Begni nostri Anglie. 
}6t (lUOd ipsi dicti Burgenses et succ^ sui pro tempore existentes habeant 
infra dictas libertates Burgi p'dicti durante beneplacito nostro, heredum et 
Buccessorum nostrorum bona et catalla f elonum et fugitivorum infra Burgum 
p'dictum inveniendi fiendi perpetrandi seu committendi. JBt (lUOd ipsi 
B'genses et succ"" sui pro tempore existentes in perpetuum in Curiis suis 
infra B'gum p'dictum tenendis personas versus quas querele in Curiis 
p'dictis ibidem moveri vel levari contingent in placitum deducere possint 
per summonitionem attachiamentum districtionem juxta legem et con- 
suetudinem regni nostri Anglie et si coram eisdem B'gensibus et succ*^ suis 
testatum fuerit per aliquem ministrorum suorum quod persone ille nihlll 
habent infra libertatem Burgi p'dicti ubi sive per quod summoneri attachiari 
vel distringi poterint per attachiamentum corporum suorum personas illas 
capere et attachiare possint, et vcJeant, et per consimilia processus consider- 
aciones iudicia et executiones iudiciorum deducere et terminare possint per 
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in our courts and those of our heirs within this our Kingdom of 
England are brought up and determined ; and the executions of 
the same shall take place through the deputies of the same 
Burgesses and their successors to be deputed or assigned for this 
purpose. Hnt> tbdt the Burgesses themselves and their successors 
from time to time for ever may have the perambulation of the 
aforesaid Borough to the same extent as they have been accustomed 
to use in times past. 

HQlillind inOteOt>€t and by the present letters with firm 
injunction commanding our Justices and those of our heirs and 
successors for the time being as well for the conservation of the Peace 
to be assigned to the General Gaol Delivery of the Assizes of either 
Bench, as to the Treasurers and Barons of our Exchequer, and to 
all our other Officials and Deputies and those of our heirs and 
successors whomsoever, that themselves and any of them upon the 
sole shewing of these our Letters Patent, or upon the enrolment of 
the same, without any other Writ or Warrant from us, our heirs, 
or successors, to be asked, obtained, or prosecuted, shall make and 
cause to be made full and due allowance and manifest approval 
in all and singular the things above confirmed and granted. Hn& 
tbC&C our Letters Patent or the enrolment thereof shall be from 
time to time, as well to the said our Justices and those of our heirs 
and successors for the time being, as to the said our Treasurers, 
Barons of the Exchequer, Officials and Deputies, and those of our 

que consimilia placita in Curiis nostris et heredum nostrorum infra hoc 
Begnum nostrum Anglie deducuntur et terminantur executionesque eorun- 
dem fiant per ministros eorundem Burgensium et successorum suorum ad 
hoc deputandorum vel assignandorum. JBt (lUOd ipsi Burgenses et 
succesBores sui de tempore in tempus in perpetuum habeant perambulationem 
B'gi p*dicti prout temporibuB retroactis vsi consueverunt. VOlCtltCB 
in6UpC( et per presentes firmiter iniungendo precipientes Justiciariis 
nostris, heredum et successorum nostrorum pro tempore existentium tarn 
ad pacem conservandam assignandam ad generalem gaolam deliberandam 
assisarum utriusque Banci quam Thesaurarij [s] et Baronibus Scaccarii 
nostri omnibusque aiiis Officiariis et Ministris nostris heredum et succ**™" 
nostrorum quibuscumque quod ipsi et eorum quilibet super solam demon- 
strationem harum litterarum nostrarum patentium aut super irrotulamenta 
eanmdem absque cJiquo alio breve seu warranto a nobis heredibus seu 
Buccessoribus nostris impetrando obtinendo seu prosequendo plenam debi- 
tamque allocacionem approbacionemque manifestam de omnibus et singulis 
superius confirmatis et concessis facient et fieri causabunt. JBt bCC littere 
nostre patentes aut irrotulamenta inde erunt de tempore in tempus tam 
dictis Justiciariis nostris heredum et successorum nostrorum pro tempore 
existentium quam d'tis Thesaurariis Baronibus Officiariis et Ministris nostris 
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heirs and successors and to any of them whomsover a sufficient 
Warrant and Exoneration in this behalf ; £ltbCt bCCHUSC express 
mention of the true yearly value or of the certainty of the premisses 
or of any of them or respecting other gifts or grants by us or any 
of our progenitors to the aforesaid Burgesses made before the 
present time, and that now made, by no means exists, or any 
statute, act, ordinance, promise, or other restriction thereof to the 
contrary, made, issued, ordained, or provided ; or any other thing, 
cause, or matter whatever, in any wise, notwithstanding. In 
witness whereof we have caused these Letters to be made Patent. 
HQIltnCSS myself at Westminster on the 20th day of May. In the 
2nd year of our reign. 



heredum et suocessorum nostrorom et eorum quibuscunque Buffioiens 
warrantum et ezoneratio in hac p€urte. j£o QUOd expressa mentio de vero 
valore annuo aut de certitndine premissorum sive eorum aliouius aut de 
aliis donis sive conoessionibus per nos vel per aliquam progenitorum 
nostrorum prefatis Burgensibus ante hec tempora factis in presentibns 
minime factis existit. Aliquo statute, actu, ordinacione, promissione, sive 
restrictione inde in contrarium facto, edito, ordiuato sive proviso; aut 
aliqua alia re, causa, vel materia, quacunque in aliquo, nonobstante. In 
cuius rei testimonium has litteras nostras fieri feoimus patentes. XLcStC me 
ipso apud Westmonasterium vicesimo die Maij. Anno regni nostri secundo. 

(Original not among the Stafford Charters. Copy in the Inspeximus 
of PhUip and Mary.) 



Note. — The Clause beginning in the Latin ** eo quod expressa 
mentio," appears to be elliptical, requiring some antecedent clause 
to explain it. Since the time of Edward IV. the explanatory clause 
is generally omitted, owing perhaps to the frequent occurrence and 
well-known meaning attached to the "eo quod," &c. The words 
in explanation were "ea in aliquo non contravenientes " — "not 
contravening these things in any respect." By the statute of 
1 Henry IV., cap. 6, it is enacted that "aU they which from 
henceforth do demand of the King lands, tenements, &c, shall 
make express mention in their petitions of the value of the thing 
so to be demanded, and also of that which they have had of the 
King's gift, or of other his progenitors or predecessors before ', and 
in case they make not such mention in their said petitions, and 
that duly proved, the King's Letters Patent thereof made, shall 
not be available, nor of any force nor effect, but wholly revoked, 
repealed, and annulled for ever." 
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Eettets ^utmi of eb^arti VI. 

Oranting a Free Orcmmar School to the Burgesses of Stafford. 

JBec tOtfi^ 1551. 

|DWABD the sixth, by the Grace of God, King 
of England, France, and Ireland, Defender of the 
Faith, and on Earth Supreme Head of the English 
and Irish Church. Jj^Q all to whom the present 
Letters shall have come; Greeting. fcnOW ^C that We to the 
humble petition of the Inhabitants and Burgesses of the Town of 
Stafford, in the County of Stafford, made unto us for a Grammar 
School there to be erected and established for the institution and 
instruction of boys and youths ; of our special grace and from 
our certain knowledge and pure motive* do will, concede, and 
ordain that henceforward there may and shaU be a (Bratlttltat 
ScbOOl in the said Town of Stafford which shall be called The 
Free Grammar School of King Edward the Sixth, for the education, 
institution, and instruction of boys and youths in Grammar to 
last for all time to come. And that school by the present Letters 
we erect, create, ordain, aqd found to continue for ever, and to 
consist of one Master or Psedagogue and of one Hypodidascolus 
Under-master or Sub-Paedagogue. BUb that our aforesaid 

atint IVtt, 

Liberam Scholam Crrammaticalem Goncedentes Burgensihus Staffordica, 

pWABDUS SEXTUS, Dei Gratia, Angli®, Franciae, et Hibemi®, 
Bex, fidei Defensor, et in terra EcclesisB Anglicanse, et 
Hibemicee, Supremum Caput. OmttibUS ad qnos prsesentes 
LittersB pervenerint; Salutem. SCiatlB quod nos ad humilem petitionem 
Inhabitantium et Burgensium Villse de Stafford.ia in Comit.atu Stafford.iae 
nobis pro Schola Grammaticali ibid.em erigenda et stabilienda pro in- 
stitutione et instractione pueromm et juvenum, de gratia nostra speciaii 
ac ex certa scientia et mero motu nostris, Volumus concedimus et 
ordinamuB quod de cetero sit et erit una ScbOla OtammatfcallB in dicta 
Villa de Stafford.ia, quee vocabitur Libera Schola granimaticaliB Edwardi 
Sexti pro educatione institutione et instructione pueromm et juvenum 
in Grammatica, perpetuis temporibus duratura. Ac Scholam illam de 
uno Magistro seu Psedagogo, et (de) uno Hypodidascolo seu sub-psedagogo 
pro perpetuo continuaturam erigimus, creamus, ordinamus et fundamns 
per prsBsentes. }6t ut intentio nostra pmdict.a meliorem capiat effectum 




* It is time the senseless phrase " mere motion " was done away with. 
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intention may take the better effect, and also, that the same 
Burgesses and their successors as they have been incorporated 
and created from antiquity, henceforward may be able without 
all question and ambiguity to continue, WC Wtll that the Burgesses 
of the Town of Stafford shall be and continue for ever in deed, 
fact, and name, a Body Corporate and Politic in itself ; and we 
incorporate by the present Letters those Burgesses and their sticcessors 
as a Body Corporate and Politic by the name of Burgesses of the 
Town of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, and we create, erect, 
ordain, make, and constitute them by the present Letters to 
continue for ever by the same name, in reality and completeness. 
Hn& WC Wlllt SLud by these present Letters ordain and grant 
that these same beforementioned Burgesses of the Town of Stafford 
may have the succession for ever, and by the same name may be 
and shall be persons able and legally capable to have and receive 
from us the Tithes, Messuages, Lands, Tenements, Fields, Meadows, 
Pastures, Bents, Beversions, Possessions, Bevenues, and Heredita- 
ments, written below and specified hereinafter, and also other 
matters. Lands, Possessions, Beversions, and Hereditaments what- 
soever from us or from any other person or persons whatsoever. 
Hn& IinOW 1?C mOreOPCt that for the maintenance and con- 
tinuance of the aforesaid School, we, of our special grace and from 
our certain knowledge and pure motive have given and granted, 
and by the present Letters do give and grant to the aforesaid 

atqne ut iidem Burgens.es et successor.es sui sicut ab antique Corporat.i 
«t creati fuenint, de oeBtero sine omni qusBstione et ambiguitate 
continuare possint, lDOlumU0 quod Burgens.es YillsB de Staffordia in 
re, facto, et nomiae enmt et continuabunt in perpetuum unum Corpus 
Gorporatum et politicum de se ; ac illos Burgens.es et successor.es suos per 
nomen Burgens.ium Vill.ee de Stafford.ia in Gomit.atu Stafford.iae per 
prsesent.es incorporamus ac Corpus Gorporatum et politicum per idem 
nomen in perpetuum duraturum realiter et ad plenum creamus, erigimus, 
ordinamus, faoimus, et constituimus per prsesentes. £t IDoIumUd, ac 
per prsesentes ordinamus et concedimus quod iidem praedicti Burgens.es 
Yillae de Stafford.ia in Gomit.atu Staffordise habeant successionem in 
perpetuum et per idem nomen sint et erunt personse habiles et in lege 
capaces ad habend.um et recipiend.um de nobis Decimas, Messuagia, 
Terras, Tenementa, Prata, Pascua, Pasturas, Bedditus, Beversiones, 
Possessiones, Beventiones et Hsereditamenta subscript.a et inferius 
Bpecificat.a, ac sklia, Terras Possessiones Beversiones et Hsreditamenta 
quseounque de nobis sive de aliqua alia personsB seu aliis personis quibus- 
cunque. BC fllBUpCt 0CiatlB quod nos pro maintenatione et continuatione 
SoholsB prsodiotsd, de gratia nostra speoiali ac ez certa scientia et mero 
motu nostris, dedimua et oonoessimus ao per prflssentes damns et 
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Bnrgosses of the Town of Stafford, all and every kind of those 
onr Tithes of Foregate and Foregate Fields and Lambercoats in our 
County of Stafford, or known, accepted, used, or reputed by the 
name or names of Foregate and Foregate Fields and Lambercoats. 
And all those parcels of our Tithes of High Street, growing, 
renewable, or to arise in the Town of Stafford, and now or lately 
in the tenancy or occupation of John Bold or his assigns, and 
lately being reputed and known or accepted as parcel of the 
possessions of the Prebend, of Marston, in the Collegiate Church 
of Stafford aforesaid, in the said County of Stafford. . . We 
give also for the consideration aforesaid to the aforesaid Burgesses 
of the Town of Stafford all those Lands with their appurtenances, 
situate, lying, and being in Eowley, Tillington, and the Greenfield, 
near Stafford, in the said County of Stafford, now or lately being 
in the several tenancies or occupations of William Stamford, 
Richard Warde, and William Bromley, or of their assigns, or of 
some one of them. And also all that our Pasture situate, lying, 
and being near the Greenfield in Stafford aforesaid, now or lately 
being in the tenancy or occupation of Thomas Cradock or his 
assigns. And all that our Messuage and all matters, our Lands 
and remaining hereditaments with their appurtenances, situate, 
lying, and being in Bicarscoate, in the said County of Stafford, 
now or lately being in the tenancy or occupation of Thomas 
Whitbey or his assigns. And all that our Messuage near the 

concedimiis prsefat.is Burgens.ibus Yill.8B de Stafford.ia omnes et omni- 
modas illas decimas nostras de Foregate et Foregate Fields et Lambercoats 
in Comit.atn nostro, Stafford.i8e, vel oognit.as accept.as, usitat.as seu 
reputat.as per nomen vel per nomina de Foregate et Foregate Fields, et 
Lambercoats. Ac omnes illas parcellas decimar.um nostrar.um aJtfe Strata 
cre8cent.a8 renovand.as seu proveniend.as in Villa Stafford.ise ac mode vel 
nuper in tenura seu occupatione Johannis Bold vel assignator.um suor.um ; 
ao nuper Parcell.as Possessionum Prsebends de Marston in Eccles.ia 
CoUegiat.a de Stafford.ia predicta in dict.o Comit.atu Stafford.isB reputat.as 
oognit.as seti acceptat.as existent.es. Damns etiam pro consideratione 
prfledict.a pr8efat.i8 Burgensib.us Vill.se de Stafford.ia omnes illas terras 
cum pertinentiis situat.as, jacent.es, et existent.es in Bowley, Tillington, 
et le Greenfield, prope Stafford.iam in dicto Comit.atu Staffordise, mode 
vel nuper in separatis tenuris sive oocupationibus Will* Stamford, 
Ric* Warde, et Will* Bromley, vel assignator.um suor.um vel eorum 
aliouius existent.es. Ac etiam totam illam pasturam nostram situat.am 
jacent.em et existent.em prope le Greenfield in Stafford.ia prsedicta, mode 
vel nuper in Tenura sive occupatione Thomas Cradock, vel assignator.um 
suor.um existent.em. Ac totum illud Messuagium nostrum, ac onmia, 
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Hospital, and all the matters, our Lands and remaining heredita- 
ments, with their appurtenances, situate, lying, and being in 
Bioarscote aforesaid, and in other fields in Stafford aforesaid, now 
or lately being in the tenancy or occupation of Wm. Withnall or 
his assigns. And all that our Messuage and one pasture with 
their appurtenances called Minor's Greyfield, situated, lying, and 
being in Stafford aforesaid, now or lately being in the tenancy 
or occupation of Thomas Chamber or his assigns. And also all 
that our annual rental of fourpenoe yearly arising from certain 
lands of Willm. Henn, in Hopton, in the said County of Stafford, 
and all that our annual rental of fourpence yearly arising from a 
garden of John Launders, in Stafford aforesaid. And all that our 
Messuage and one garden with appurtenances, situate, lying, and 
being in Stafford aforesaid, now or lately being in the tenancy 
or occupation of Francis Dorington or his assigns. And also all 
that our annual rental of ninepence yearly arising from certain 
Lands of Bobert Lees, on the Green in Stafford aforesaid. And 
also all that our Messuage with appurtenances, situate, lying, and 
being in Forebridge. And all that our Croft of Pasture with 
appurtenances, in Greenfield, now or lately being in the tenancy 

Terras et csetera HsBreditamenta nostra cum p'tinentiis situat.as jcM^en.tia 
et existen.tia in Bicarscoate in dicto Comit.atu Stafford.i8B, mode vel nuper 
in Tenura sive occupatione Thoma Whitbey, sive assignator.mn suor.mn 
existen.tia. Ac totum illud messuagium nostrum prope le Hospital. Ac 
omnia Terras, et csetera hsereditamenta nostra cum p'tinentiis, 8ituat.a 
jacen.tia et existen.tia in Bicturscoate pr8edict.a et in aliis Campis in 
Staffordia prsedicta modo vel nuper in tenura sive occupatione Will^ Withnall 
vel assignator.um suor.um existen.tia. Ac totum illud Messuagium 
nostr.um et unam pasturam cum pertinentiis vocat.um Minor's Greyfield 
situat.um, jacen.s, et existen.s in Stafford.ia prsedict.a modo vel nuper in 
tenura sive occupatione Thomee Chamber vel assignator.um suor.um 
existens. Ac etiam totum ilium annual. em reddit.um nostrum quatuor 
denar.iorum annuatim exeunt.em de uno quibusdam terris Will^ Henn 
in Hopton in dicto comitatu StaffordisB ac totum ilium annualem redditum 
nostrum quatuor denariorum annuatim exeuntem de uno gardino Johannes 
Launder in Stafford.ia prsedict.a. Ac tot.um illud messuagium de unum 
gardinum nostrum cum p'tinentiis situat.a, jacent.ia et existent.ia in 
Stafford.ia prsedict.a modo vel nuper in tenura sive occupatione Francisci 
Dorington vel assignator.um suor.um existent.ia. Nee non tot.um ilium 
suinual.em reddit.imi nostrum novem denax.iorum annuatim exeunt.em de 
quibusdam terris Boberti Lees super le Green in Stafford.ia prsedict.a. 
Nee non tot.um illud messuagium nostrum cum p'tinentiis situat.um, 
jacen.s, et existen.s in Forbridge. Et totum illud Croftum pastures 
nostrum cum p'tinentiis in Greenfield prsedict.o, modo vel nuper in tenura 
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or oocnpation of William Peke or his assigns. And also all those 
our Messuages and Gardens with appurtenances, situate, lying, and 
being in Stafford aforesaid, on the Green aforesaid, now or lately 
being in the several tenancies or occupations of John Glover, Agnes 
Withnall, and Balph Chalner, or their assigns, or some one of them. 
And also all that our fourth part of a Meadow with appurtenances, 
situate, lying, and being in Stafford aforesaid, near the Greenfield 
aforesaid, now or lately being in the tenancy or occupation of 
William Philips or his assigns. And also all that our Messuage 
and fourth part of the aforesaid Meadows with appurtenances, 
situate, lying, and being in Stafford, near the Greenfield aforesaid, 
now or lately being in the tenancy or occupation of Henry Philips 
or his assigns. And also all that our moiety of the Meadow 
aforesaid with appurtenances, situate, lying, and being in Stafford 
aforesaid, near the Greenfield, now or lately being in the tenancy 
or occupation of William Sandall or his assigns. And also all 
those our lands and remaining hereditaments with appurtenances, 
situate, lying, and being in Ledhall, in the Parish of Penkridge, 
in the said County of Stafford, called St. John's Byrch, now or 
lately being in the tenancy or occupation of John Stych or his 



Bive occupatione Will^ Peke vel assignator.uin existen.s. Nee non omnia 
ilia messuagia et gardina nostra cum p'tinentiis situat.a jacent.ia et 
existent.ia in Stafford.ia prfledict.a super le Green prsBdict.uni, modo vel 
nuper in sepcuratis tenuris sive occupationibus Joh^' Gl(^er, Agnetis 
Withnall, et Badulphi GhaJner, vel assignator.um suor.um vel eor.um 
aliciiiuB, ezistent<.ia. Nee non totam illam quartam partem imius prati 
nostram cum pertinentiis situat.am, jacent.em, et existent.em in Stafford.ia 
prsedict.a: prope le Greenfield predictum modo vel nuper in Tenura sive 
occupatione Will* Philips vel assignator.um suor.um existent.em. Ac etiam 
totum illud mesBuagium nostrum et quartam partem prsedict.! prati nostram 
cum p*tinentii8 situat.se, jacent.es, et existent.es in Stafford.ia prope le 
Greenfield predict.um, modo v. nuper in tenura sive occupatione Henrici 
Philips vel assignator.um suor.um existent.es. Ac etiam totam illam 
medietatem prati prsBdict.i nostram cum pertinentiis situat.am, jacent.em 
et existent.em in Stafford.ia prsedict.a, prope le Greenfield modo v. nuper 
in Tenura sive occupatione Will* Sandall vel assignator.um suor.um, 
existent.em; nee non omnia Ula, terras etc., hsBreditamenta nostra o. 
p*tinentiis situat.a jacentia et existentia, in Ledhall in psuroch.ia Penkrichie 
in dicto Comit.atu Stafford.ise modo vel nuper in Tenura sive occupatione 
Joh** Cresswell vel assignator.um suor.um existent.em. Ac etiam totsgn 
illam pasturam nostram cum p'tinentiis situat.am, jacent.em, et existent.em 
in Dunstone in dioto Gomit.atu Stafford.iffi vocat.am St. John's Byrch modo 
vel nuper in tenura sive occupatione Joh.annis Stych vel assig. sij^ 
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aasigns. And also all those matters, oar Lands, Fields, Meadows, 
Pastures, and remaining hereditaments with appnrtenanoes, situate, 
lying, and being in Ledhall aforesaid, in the said County of Stafford, 
now or lately being in the tenancy or occupation of Wm. Latimer 
or his assigns. And also all that House and Oardens and little 
Croft adjacent, and our two Chambers with appurtenances, in 
Stafford aforesaid, now or lately being in the tenancy or occupation 
of Willm. TuUey or his assigns. Which Messuages indeed, Lands, 
Tenements, Fields, Meadows, Pastures, Crofts, Gardens, and 
Bentals, and all and singular the remaining premises aforesaid for 
a long time belonging and appertaining to the aforementioned Free 
Chapel or Hospital of St. John the Baptist, near Stafford, in 
the said County of Stafford, now dissolved. Or the parcel of 
our possessions or revenues long ago existed as part of the same 
late Free Chapel or Hospital aforesaid. We give also for the 
consideration aforesaid and of our special grace and from certain 
knowledge and pure motive aforesaid, we grant by the present 
Letters to the aforementioned Burgesses of the Town of Stafford, 
all those Lands, Fields, Meadows, Pastures, and other our here- 
ditaments whatsoever, with appurtenances, situate, lying, and being 
in Bowley s^oresaid, in the said County of Stafford, now or lately 
being in the several tenancies or occupations of William Stamford, 
Thomas Cradock, and John Giller, or their assigns, or some one 

existent.em. Nee non omnia ilia, terras, prata, pascna pasturas, et cietera 
hffireditamenta nostra o. p*tinentiis sitnat.a, jacent.ia et existent.ia in 
Ledhall predict.o in dicto Gomit.atn Stafibrd.iiB, mode v. nuper in tenura sen 
occ. Will* Latimer veL assign, suor. existentia. Nee non totam illam 
Domimi et Gardin.a ac parvum Croftum adjacent.ia ao duas cameras ■ 
nostras c. p'tinentiis in St^ predict.a modo v. nuper in tenura sive 
occupatione Will* TuUey vel assignator.om suor.um existentia. Qua 
quidem messuagia, Terrs, Tenementa, Prata, Pascua, Pasturse, Crofta, 
Gcurdina, et Bedditus; et cstera omnia et singula prsBmissa pnBdict.a 
prsenotat.se libers GapeUsB sive Hospitalis Sancti Johannis BaptistaB prope 
Staffordiam in dicto Comit.atu St*" modo dissolut.s dudum spectabant 
et portinebant. Aut parcell.a possession.um noBtr.a seu revent.ionum 
eju8d.em nuper libersB capelbe seu hospitalis prediot.s dudum extiterunt. 
Damus etiam pro consideratione predict.a, ac de gratia nostra speciali 
ac certa scientia et mero motu nostris predict.is per prsesent.es concedimus 
prffifatis Burgens.ibus yill.» de Stafford.ia onmes illas Terras, prata, 
pascua, pastura.s, et sklia hsBreditamenta nostra quscunque cum p*tinentiis, 
situat.a, jacent.ia, et existentia in Bowley p'dicto in dicto Gomit.ata 
Btafford.is modo v. nuper in separatis tenuris sive ocoupationibaB Will^ 
Stamford, Thomee Cradock, et Johan.niB Giller vel assignator.um suor.um 
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of them. And all that our Pasture with appurtenances, in Bowley 
aforesaid, lying near the Free Chapel of St. Leonard, now or lately 
being in the tenancy or occupation of Dame Lowe or her assigns. 
And also all that our Pasture with appurtenances, in Bowley 
aforesaid, now or lately being in the tenancy or occupation of 
James Clemens or his assigns. And also all that our Pasture with 
appurtenances, in Bowley aforesaid, called the Gerstree Leasow. 
And also all that our Pasture with appurtenances, called the Slange. 
And also all that our Pasture with appurtenances, in Bowley 
aforesaid, called Chapel-Leasow. And also all that our Pasture 
with appurtenances, in Bowley aforesaid, called Greenfield-Leasow. 
And also all that our Land with appurtenances, containing by 
estimation nine acres, situate, lying, and being in the Greenfield 
in Stafford, now demised to Thomas Putoe. Which Lands, Fields, 
Meadows, Pastures, in the tenancy of the aforesaid Thomas Putoe, 
late for a long time belonged and appertained to the Free Chapel 
of St. Leonard, near Stafford, now dissolved, in the County of 
Stafford aforesaid, or existed for a long time as parcel of the land, 
possessions, and revenues of the same late Free Chapel. We give 
also for the consideration aforesaid and by the present Letters 
grant to the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of Stafford all that 
our annual rental of two shillings yearly, arising from a cottage in 

vel eor.mn alicujns existent.ia. Ac totam illam pastoram nostram cnm 
p'tinentiiB in Bowley predict.o jacent.em prope liberam Capellam Sancti 
Leonardi modo v. nuper in toDura seu occup. Domse Lowe v. assign, 
saor. existent.em. Ac etiam totam illam pasturam nostram c. p*tinentiis 
in Bowley p'dicto, mod v. nup. in tenura s. oocup. . Jaoobi Clemens vel 
assignat. suor existent.em. Ac etiam totam illam pastnram nostram c. 
p*tinentiis in Bowley prsedicto vocat.am le Gerstree Leasow: Ac etiam 
totam Ulam pastoram nrm. c. p'tiis vocat.am le slange, ac etiam totam 
ill. pastiiram nrm. c. p*tiiB in Bowley p'dicto vocat.am Chapell-Leasows ; 
ac etiam tot. 01. p^turam nram. c. p'tiis in Bowley prsed. vocat.am Greenfield- 
Leasow. Ac etiam totam Ulam terram nram. c. p'tiis continent.em per 
aestimationem novem acrae situat.am jacent.em et exiBtent.em in le 
Greenfield in Stafford,ia pr8edict.a. Ac etiam totam illam p'cellam prati 
nostram c. p'tiis in le Greenfield in Stafford modo demiss.am Tho.msB 
Putoe. Quae qnidem terrse, prata, pasona, pastursB, in tenura praefat.i 
Tho,msB Putoe nuper libersB Capellse Sancti Leonardi prope Stafford.iam 
modo dissolut.SB in Comit.atu Stafford.ise praedictse dudum spectabant et 
pertinebant: aut parcell.a terrsB pos8ess.ionum et revention.um ejusd.em 
nuper libersB Gapellse dudum eztiterunt. Damns etiam pro oonsideratione 
prsdict.a ac per prssentes concedimus prsefat.is Burgensib.us Villse de 
Staffordiia totum illmn annualem redditum nostrum duorum solidor.um 
annuatim ezeunt.em du una Cottagio in 8tafford.ia prsedict.a in tenura 
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Stafford aforesaid, being in the tenancy or oconpation of Bobert 
Sobyns or of his assigns, and given, granted, assigned, and 
appointed to celebrate an anniversary in the Church of Stafford 
aforesaid by Thomas Robyns for ever. Also all that our annual 
rental of two shillings and twopence yearly arising from a tenement 
in the tenancy of Thomas Stacye, otherwise Tacye, being in East- 
Gate Street, in Stafford aforesaid, and also given, granted, assigned, 
and appointed to celebrate an anniversary in the Church of Stafford 
aforesaid by Willm. Dentyche, clerk, for ever. And all that our 
annual rental of six shillings and eightpence yearly arising from 
a Messuage in the tenancy of Francis Dorington, being in Foregate 
Street, in Stafford aforesaid, and also given, granted, assigned, and 
appointed for the celebration of an anniversary in the Church of 
Stafford aforesaid by Robert Welles for ever. And all that our 
annual rental of three shillings and fourpence yearly arising from 
a Messuage in the tenancy of Will. Worswick, being in East-Gate 
aforesaid, and also given, granted, assigned, and appointed for 
celebrating an anniversary in the Church of Stafford aforesaid 
by John Miller for ever. And which have devolved or ought to 
devolve to our hands by reason and pretext of a certain Act of 
Parliament relating to certain College-Chantries, Free Chapels, 
and Fraternities about to be dissolved, and to Lands, Tenements, 

sive occupatione Bob.erti Bobyns vel assignator.mn suor.um ezisten.tem 
et ad amuversarium celebrandmn in Ecdesia de Stafford.ia pr8Bdict.a 
per Tho.mam Bobyns in perpetumn datum, concess.uin, assignat.um et 
appunctuat.um existent.em; nee non totum ilium annucJem redditum 
nostrum duor.um solidor.um et duor.um denariorum annuatim exeunt.iom 
de uno Tenemento in tenura Tho.mae Stacye alias Tacye in East-Gate 
Street, in Stafford.ia prsedict.a ac ad anniversajrium celebrand.um in 
Eccles.ia de Stafford.ia prssdict.a per Guliel.mum Dentyche Cleric.um in 
perpetuum, dat.um ooncess.um, assignat.um, et appunctuat.um, existent.em. 
Ac totum ilium annual.em redditum nostrum sex solidor.um et octo 
denar.iorum annuatim exeunt.em de uno Messuagio in tenura Francis.ci 
Dorington in Foregate Street in Stafford.ia prsedict.a, ao ad anniversarium 
celebrand.um in Eccles.ia de Stafford.ia prsBdict.a per Bobert Welles in 
perpetuum dat.um, ooncessum, assignat.um et appunctuat.um, existent.em. 
Ac totum Ulum annual.em reddit.um nostrum trium solidor.um et quat.uor 
denar.iorum annuatim exeunt.em de uno messuagio in tenura Will. 
Worswick in East-Gate prsBdict.a ac ad anniversarium celebrandmn in 
Eccle8.ia de Stafford.ia pr8Bdict.a per Johan.nem Milles in perpetuum 
dat.um, conoess.um, aBsignat.um, et appunctuat.um, existent.em. Et quae 
ad manus nostras devenerunt [vel] devenire debuerunt ratione et prsetextn 
eujusdam Actus Parliamenti de quibusdam Collegii Cantariis, libeiis 
Capellis, et Fratemitatibus dissolvendis ; ac de Terris, tenementis, pos- 
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Possessions, and Bevenaes for the support of Priests, Lamps, 
Lights, Anniversaries, assigned and appointed in our Parliament 
holden in our first year among other matters issued and provided. 
We give also and by these present Letters grant to the aforesaid 
Burgesses of the Town of Stafford the reversion and reversions 
of all and singular the premises and of any parcels and rentals 
and annual profits thereof whatsoerver reserved upon any demises 
and grants whatsoever of the premises or of any parcel thereof 
however made. We give also and by the present Letters grant 
to the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of Stafford all and singular 
the premises above expressed and specified and every parcell 
thereof as fully, freely, and wholly and in as ample a manner 
and form to the same extent as any the said Prebendaries, 
Chaplains, or Incumbents, late the Prebends of Marston, and of 
the Free Chapel of St. John the Baptist and St. Leonard aforesaid, 
or any one of them or any other or others having or possessing 
or being seized of the premises or any parcel thereof previously, 
ever had, held, or enjoyed the same or ought to have done so. 
And as fully, freely, and wholly, and in as ample a manner and 
form to the same extent as all and singular of them by reason and 
pretext of the Act of Parliament aforesaid, or by whatever other 
manner, right, or title they devolved or ought to have devolved 

sessionib.us et reyentionib.uB ad sustentaitionem Presbyteri, Lampadum, 
Lmninarum, et Anniversarium assignat.is et appunctuat.is in Parliamcnto 
nostro tent.o apud WestmonaBt.erium anno regn.i nostri primo inter alia 
edit.is et prov.isis. Damus etiam et per preesent.es concedimus prfefat.is 
Burgensib.us Vill.89 de Stafford.ia reversioiiem et reversiones omnium et 
singulor.mn prflemisspr.um et cujuslibet inde parcell.as nee non redditus 
et annual.ia proficua qusecunqne reservat.a super quibuscunque dimis- 
sionib.UB et concessionib.us de preemissis seu de aliqua inde Farcell.a 
quoquomodo fact.is. Damus etiam et per prssentes concedimus preefat.is 
Burgensib.us Yill.so^de Stafford.ia omnia et singula prsemissa superius 
ezpress.a et specificat.a ; et quamlibet inde Parcell.am adeo plene, libere^ 
et integre, ac in tarn amplie mode et forma prout aiiqui FrsBbendarij Gapellani 
vel Incumbent.es dioti nuper PrsBbendsB de Merston et liberse CapellsB 
Sancti Johan.nis Baptistse et Sancti Leonardi; praedict.se, seu earum 
alicujus, aut aliquis alius sive aiiqui aJij prsemissa aut aliquam inde 
Psurcell.am cmte hac habentes vel possidentes, aut seziti inde existent.es 
eadem aut aliquean inde psurcellam xmquam habuerunt, tenuerunt, vel 
gavisi fuerunt, habuit, tenuit, vel gavisus fuit, seu habere, tenere, 
vel gauder^ debuerunt aut debuit. Et adeo plene hbere et integre, ac 
in tarn amplis mode et forma prout ea onmia et singula ad manus nostras 
ratione vel prsetextu dicti Actus Parliamenti seu quocumque alio modo 
jure seu titulo devenerunt vel devenire debuerunt ; ac in manibus 
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into our hands. And in our hands they now exist or ought to 
exist. Which Messnages indeed, Lands, Tenements, Bentals, 
Tithes, and the rest all and singular of the premises above 
expressed and specified with appurtenances now amount to the 
clear annual value of twenty pounds of lawful English money. 
The aforesaid Messuages, Lands, Tenements, Bentals, Revenues, 
Tithes, Oblations, Incomes, Fields, Meadows, Pastures, Crofts, 
Moieties, Orchards, Gardens, all and singular the remaining 
premises expressed and specified with appurtenances, tO bC bHb^ 
held, and enjoyed by the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of 
Stafford and their successors for ever. Except always, however, a 
chapel in Stafford aforesaid reserved to us and our heirs, to be held 
by us, our heirs, and successors by fealty only in free Socage or 
Burgage of the Town aforesaid for all services, rentals, exactions, 
and demands whatsoever. Also we have given and granted and by 
the present Letters do give and grant to the aforesaid Burgesses of 
the Town of Stafford all the issues, rentals, revenues, and profits of 
the aforesaid Messuages, Lands, Tenements, and remaining Premises, 
all and singular from the Feast of St. Michael the Archangel last 
past hitherto proceeding or growing. To be had by the same 
Burgesses of the Town of Stafford of our gift without any com- 
position or other [fee] to us, our heirs, or successors, in any 

nostris jam existont sen existere debent, vel deberent. (S^UtC quidem 
messuagia, terrse, tenementa, redditns, decimse, ac csetera omnia et singula, 
prsBmissa superius express.a et specificat.a cum p'tinentiis modo ex- 
tenduntur ad clarum annuum valorem Yiginti Librarum legalis monets 
Angliconse. Habend.um, tenend.mn et gaudend.um prsBdict.a messuag.ia 
terr.as tenement.a, redditus, revention.es, decim.as, oblation.es, obvention.es, 
prata, pascua, pastur.as, crofta, medietat.es, hortos, gardina, ac csetera 
omnia et singula prsemissa expressa et specificat.a cum p'tinentiis praefat.is 
Burgensib.us Yill.ee de Stafford.ia et successorib.us suis in perpetuum. 
Excepta tamen semper nobis hseredibus et successorib.us nostris reservat.a 
una Capella in Stafford.ia pr8edict.a tenend.a de nobis, hseredib.us et 
successorib.us nostris per fidelitatem tantum in libero Soccagio seu Burgagio 
Yill.ee prsedict.se pro omnib.us servitiis reddit.ibus exactionib.us et demandis 
quibuscunque. Nee non dedimus et concessimus ac per prsesentes damus 
et concedimus prsefat.is Burgensib.us Vill.sB de Stafford.ia omnia exitus 
reddit.us revent.iones et proficua prsBdictor.um messnagior.um terrar.um 
tenementor.um et cseteror.um omnium et singulor.um prsemissor.um a Festo 
Sancti Michael.is Archangeh ultimo preeterit.o hue usque provenient.ia sive 
crescent.ia Habend.um eisdem Burgensib.us Vill.ae de Stafford.ia ex dono 
nostro absque aliqua compositione seu aliquo alio proinde [feodo] nobis 
hseredib.us vel successorib.us nostris quoquomodo reddend.a solvend.avel 
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manner to be rendered paid or made. And farther, we will and for 
our heirs and Buocessors by the present Letters do grant to the 
aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of Stafford and their suocessors 
that henceforward for ever they may have a COtlttltOn SC^ilf to be 
employed for their affairs before premised-, Ac, expressed and 
specified in these our Letters Patent or touching or concerning any 
parcell thereof. And that the aforesaid Burgesses by the name of 
Burgesses of the Town of Stafford, in the County of Stafford,, may 
be able to plead or be impleaded, defend or be defended, answer or 
be answered, in any courts whatsoever and before any Judges 
whomsoever in any causes or actions, affairs, suits, plaints, pleas, 
and demands whatsoever of whatsoever nature or condition in which 
the premises and matters herein written, or any parcell thereof, or 
for any offences, transgressions, things, causes, or matters done or 
perpetrated by any persons or person, or to be done or perpetrated 
in or upon the premises, or touching or concerning anything specified 
in these letters. And further, of our more abundant grace we have 
given and granted and by thp present Letters do give and grant to 
the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of Stafford and their successors 
the full power and authority of naming and appointing the Master 
and Undermaster of the aforesaid School whensoever the same 
school shall require a Master and Undermaster. And that the 
aforesaid Burgesses, with the advice of the Bishop of the Diocese 
for the time being, from time to time shall make and be empowered 

faciend.a. Et ulterius volumus, ac pro nobis hseredib.iis et saocessoribus 
nostris per prsesentes concedimus prsefatis Burgenslbus yillsD de Stafford.ia 
et succesBoribuB Buis, quod de csetero, in, perpetuum habeant Communc 
Sidilluntt ad negotia sua prsBinissa et ceetera in his litteris nostris patentibus 
ezpressa et sp^oificata aut aliquam inde paroell.am taiigent.ia seu concer- 
nentia deserviturum. Et quod prsedicti Burgenses per nomen Burgensium 
YillsB de Stafford.ia in Gomit.atu de Stafford.ia placitare possint aut im- 
placitari, defendere aut defendi, respondere et responderi, in quibusounque 
curiis et loois et coram qoiibuscunque Judicibus in quibusounque oausis, 
actionibus, negotiis, sectis, quserelis, placitis, et demandis, cujuscunque 
natursD seu conditionis fuerint prflemi8s.is et cseteris subscript.is aut skliquam 
inde pajrcellam, aut per aliquibus ofiensis transgreBsionibus, rebus, causis, 
vel materiis per aliquas personas seu aliquam p'sonam fact.is seu perpetrat.is 
aut fiend.is vel perpetran.dis in vel super prsemiss.a aut aliquid in pree- 
sentibus specificat.um tangen.s vel concemen.s. Et ulterius de uberiori 
gratia nostra dedimus et concessimus ac per p'sentes damns et concedimus 
prsBfatis Burgensibus Yill-se de Stafford.ia et successoribus suis plenam 
potestatem et auctoritatem nominandi et appunctuandi Psedagogum et 
Hypodidascalum schol® prsedictsB toties quoties eadem Schola de PsBdagogo 
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and able to make statutes and ordinances relating to, concerning, 
and touching the management, government, and direction of the 
Master and XJndermaster and scholars of the School aforesaid, for 
the time being, and the stipends and salaries of the same Master 
and Undermaster and other matters concerning the same School and 
the management, government, preservation, and disposal, rental, 
and revenue appointed and to be appointed, touching and concerning 
the maintenance of the same School. Which statutes and ordinances 
indeed so to be made, we will, grant, and by the present Letters 
decree immovably to be observed from time to time for ever. Httt) 
fUttbCt of our more abundant grace we have given and granted 
and by the present Letters do give and grant to the aforesaid 
Burgesses of the Town of Stafford and their successors the special 
licence and free and legal faculty, power, and authority of having, 
receiving, and demanding for them and their successors for ever as 
well from us and our heirs and successors as from other persons or 
person whatsoever, the manors, lands, tenements, rectorial tithes or 
other hereditaments whatsoever within our Elingdom of England or 
elsewhere within our dominions, so long as they do not exceed the 
clear annual value of twenty pounds, besides the Messuages, Lands, 
Tenements, and remaining premises aforesaid granted in the form 
aforesaid to the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of Stafford and 

vel Hypodidascalo vacua fuerit. Et quod peedicti Burgenses cum advisa- 
mento Episcopi Dioecesis illins pro tempore existent.is de tempore in tempus 
faciant et facere valeant et possint statuta et ordinationes in scripta concer- 
nentia et tangentia ordinationem, gubernationem, et directionem Psedagogi 
et Hypodidascali ac Scholarium Scholss preedictsB pro tempore existent.ium, 
ao Stipendia ac salaria eorundem Psedag* et Hyp" et aHa de eadem Scholam 
ac ordinationem, gubemat™ prseservationem et dispositionem redditimi, et 
revention.em ad sustentationem ejusdem scholsB appunctuata et appimc- 
tuanda tangentia et concementia. Quae quidem statuta et ordinationes sic 
fiend.s volumuB concedimus et per prsesentes prsBcipimus immotabiliter 
observari de tempore in tempus in perpetuum. 

}6t UltCtiUB de uberiori gratia nostra dedimus et concessimus ac per 
prsesentes damus et concedimus prsefatis Burg*^ YillsB de St^ et Succ^^ suis 
licentiam speciaiem liberamque et licitam facultatem potestatem et auc- 
toritatem habendi recipiendi et perquirendi eis et success^^ eorum in 
perpetuum tarn de nobis hsaredibus et success^^ nostris, quam de aliis 
quibuscunque personis et alia persona quacunque maneria, terras, tene- 
menta, rector .ias decimas, aut alia hsBreditamenta quaocimque infra regnum 
nostrum AngHse seu alibi infra dominia nostra, dummodo non ezcedant 
darum annuum valorem Viginti Librarum ultra Messuagia, terras, tene- 
menta, et cflstera promissa p'fatis Burgensibus Villse de St^ et success*^ 
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their successors, the Statnte concerning tenements not to be placed 
in Mortmain, or any other Statute, Act, ordinance, or proviso, or any 
other thing, cause, or matter whatsoever held, made, ordained, or 
provided on the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. So 
that, however, the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of Stafford and 
their successors shall completely and wholly convert and confirm 
the profits, issues, rentals, and revenues of the aforesaid Messuages, 
Lands, Tenements, and remaining Premises, all and singular and of 
any parcells thereof whatsoever given and granted to the aforesaid 
Burgesses of the Town of Stafford and their successors, as aforesaid, 
for the future for ever, to the continuance, sustenance, and mainten- 
ance of the Grammar School in the same Town in the form aforesaid, 
to be erected and established for the institution and instruction of 
boys and youths thither congregating. fln6 WC Wtllt and by the 
present Letters do grant to the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town 
of Stafford that they may and shall have these our Letters Patent 
under our Great Seal of England made in the proper manner and 
sealed, without fine or fee, small or great, to us in our Hanaper or 
elsewhere to be rendered, paid, or made for our use in any way 
whatsoever, (not contravening these things in anywise) becaues* 
the express mention of the time, annual value, or certainty of the 
premises or of other existing gifts or grants from us or any of our 



Buis in forma prsedicta concess.a. Statute de terris at tenementis in manmn 
mortuam non ponend.is aut aliquo alio statuto, actu, ordinatione sen 
provisione aut aliqua alia re, causa, vel materia qnacunque inde in 
contrarimn habit.a fact.a ordinat.a seu proyiB.a in aliquo non obstante. 
5ta tamcn quod prsefati Burgenses Yillse de St* at successoreB Bui proficua, 
exituB redditus at revantiones predictor .tun MesBuagior.mn tarrarum tene- 
mantor.um at csBteror.mn omnium at singulorum PrsemlBBorum at cnjns- 
libat inda Parcall.aa prsBfatis B'gensibuB Villss da St* at BuocaBS^^ snis 
(ut prefartur) dat.a at concaBB.a in posterium in parpatutun totaliter at 
intagro convartant at oonfirmant ad continuationam, sustantationem at 
maintenationam ScholsB Grammaticalis in acbdam Villa in forma prsediota 
erigenda at stabilianda pro institutiona, at instructiona puarorum at juvennni 
iUio confluant.ium. iBt VOlUtnUd at par p^santes concadimus prsBfatia 
B'gansibuB Vill» de Sta* quod habant at hababunt has littaras nostras 
patantas sub magno sigillo noBtro Anglia dabito modo factas at sigillatas 
absque fine seu feodo magnp vel parvo nobis in hanapario nostro seu alibi 
ad usum nostrum quoquomodo raddand.o solvand.o val faoiand.o. J£0 
QUOd ezpreasa mantio da vero valora annuo aut cartitudine prflBmissonun 
aut de aJiis donis siva conoasBionibus par nos val aliquem progenitonun 

* See note on "eo quod" on pa^ 78. 
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progenitors to the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town of Stafford, be 
by no means made previous to or at the present time, or any 
Statute, Act, ordinance, proviso, or restriction thereof made, issued, 
ordained, or provided to the contrary, or any other thing, cause, or 
matter whatsoever in anywise notwithstanding. In witness whereof 
we have caused these our Letters to be made patent. 7IQlltnC0S 
myself at Westminster, on the tenth day of December, in the 
fourth year of our reign. 

Bbbttbn. 

nostronmi prsfatis B'gensibns Vill£B de St' ante hseo tempera fact.is in 

prflBsentibus minima fact.a existent.ibus aut aliquo statute, actu, ordina- 

tione, provisione, sive restriotione inde in contrarium fact.a edit.a ordinat.a 

give provis.a, ant aliqua alia re, causa, vel materia quacunque in aliquo 

non obstante. In oujus rei Testimomum has litteras nostras fieri fecimus 

patentes. XLCStC meipso apud Westmonasterium decimo die Decembris 

Anno Begni nostro quarto. 

Bbbttbm. 



Bretton, — Probably William Bretton, LL.D., Prebendary and 
Dean of Lichfield, 1532 ; died 1552. 
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jStotes on if^t Hettetis ^uitni of 
®lih)atli VI., 

Qrantvng the Free Qrammir School. 

aONSIDEBED merely as a Charter for the erection of the 
School, this Patent perhaps has no claim to a place among* 
the Town Charters, any more than the grant of Elizabeth replacing 
the Dean of St. Mary's by a Bector. But as the former contains 
certain clauses referring to the position and powers of the Burgesses 
apart from the School; and as the latter also refers to certain 
Burgensial rights ; and, moreover, as both are undoubtedly of great 
interest to the inhabitants of Stafford, it has been thought proper to 
include them. The great objection to them is their enormous 
length ; but, on the other hand, as it may sometime happen that 
either may be required for reference, it is well that complete copies 
should be accessible, rather than the vague and fragmentary 
allusions scattered through various other books professing to give 
this kind of information. However, in consequence of their great 
length, I have taken the liberty of abbreviating many words in 
the Latin, to save space, where no misunderstanding could arise 
from so doing. 

V^i I 'iTH respect to the final clause of Letters Patent generally, 
^SlA» although the ordinary mode of rendering it has been 
adhered to, yet, strictly speaking, it is not correct. The true sense 
is: "We have caused these our Letters Patent to be written." 
They were always intended to be Patent, i.e. open, and were not 
made so by the addition of this clause. 
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Eetters patent of ^f)iiip ^ iHarg. 

mtm. tst, 1554. 

HILIP AND MABY, by the Grace of God, King and 

Queen of England, France, Naples, Jerusalem, and 

Ireland, Defenders of the Faith, Princes of Spain 

and Sicily, Archdukes of Austria, Dukes of Milan, 

Burgundy, and Brabant, Counts of Hapsburg, Flanders, and Tjrrol. 

XTO HII to whom the present Letters shall have come ; Greeting. 

WiC bat>e InSpeCtet) the Letters Patent of the Lord Edward 

the Sixth, late King of England, our dearest brother of the said 

Queen, of confirmation made in these words : [Here is recited the 

preceding instrument of Edward VI., with its contents, down to 

the word ** secundo.'*] TRIlCt however, esteeming all and singular 

the Letters aforesaid, and all and singular their contents valid and 

satisfactory, for us and our heirs as far as lies in our power do 

accept them, approve, and to our beloved present Burgesses of the 

aforesaid town of Stafford and their successors by the tenour of 

the present Letters do ratify and confirm to the same extent as the 

Letters Patent aforesaid validly bear witness. In witness whereof 

we have caused these our Letters to be made patent. IMittlCSBCS 

ourselves at Westminster on the first day of November, in the first 

and second years of our reigns. 

Adams. 
Examined by us, Willm. Ermysted and 

John Storye. 

^ili* The Fine is taxed to the Letters. 

Stephen Gabdinbb, Chancellor. 
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annox. Imt ti Ilbu 

IHILLIPUS ET MARIA, DEI GRATIA, REX ET REGINA 

ANGLIE, Franoie, Neapolis, Jerusalem, et Hibemie, Fidei 

Defensores, Principes Hispaniarum et Gicilie, Archiduces 

Austrie, Duces Mediolani, Burgundie, et Brabantie, Gomites Haspurgi, 

Flandrie, et Tirolis. OtnttibUS cd quos presentes littere pervenerint; 

Salutem. 5n0P^£tinUB Litteras Patentes domini Edwardi nuper Regis 

Anglie Sexti, fratris nostri preoharissimi dicte Regine de confirmacione 

factas in hec verba : [See above.] *nOd autem omnes et singulas Litteras 

predictas ac omnia et singula in eisdem contenta rata habentes et grata 

ea pro nobis et heredibus nostris quantum in nobis est acoeptamus, 

approbamus ac dilectis nobis nunc Burgensibus p*dicte ville de Staffordia 

et succ^^ suis tenore presentium ratificamus et confirmamus prout Littere 

Patentes p'dicte racionabiliter testantur. In cuius rei testimonium has 

Litteras nostras fieri fecimus patentes. JLCBtiblXB nobis ipsis apud 

Westmonasterium primo die Novembris, Annis regnorum nostrorum, 

primo et secundo. 

Adams. 
Ezaminatur per nos, Wilm. Ermysted et 

Joannem Storie. 

fold. Taxatur finis ad litteras. 

Stb. Winton, Gancell.arius. 



Written on a large sheet of thick parchment, 35^in. wide by 23iin. deep^ in a 
fairly good book hand — the top line richly ornamented with penwork of armonal and 
floral design. The initials large and lumdsomely drawn, with regal portraits of the 
King and Qaeen respectively in the P and M. 
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Notes on tf^t fLettets; patent of 

Adams. — Probably John Adams, prebendary of Southwell, 1537 
to 1547 ; died about 1559. 

Willm. Erm/ystede. — Prebendary of London, 1539. Canon of 
Windsor, 1554; died about 1554-5. 

John Storye. — First Eegius Professor of Civil Law at Oxford, 
1546 ; resigned in 1553. 

Ste, Winton. — Stephen (rardiner, the celebrated Bishop of 
Winchester. Bom, 1483, at Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk ; educated 
there and at Cambridge, where he took the degree of LL.D. at 
Trinity Hall. After many State employments by Henry VIII. and 
Wolsey, including the negociation of Henry's divorce, he was made 
Bishop of Winchester in 1531, in succession to Cardinal Wolsey. 
During the minority of Edward YI. he was deprived of his bishopric 
by Cranmer, and imprisoned in the Tower by the Protector Somerset. 
On Edward's death, he was reinstated in his see and created Lord 
Chancellor of England, 1553. On July 25th, 1554, he married 
Philip of Spain to the Queen in the Lady Chapel at Winchester. 
Gardiner died at Whitehall, 1555, and was brought to Winchester, 
where he was buried in a Chapel in the Presbjrtery. The existence 
on this document of the signature of the famous bishop renders it a 
relic of more than ordinary interest. 
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^tiitXB ^Himt of Q^li}Hhtti). 

Mnn. tStfit tSeo. 

UZABBTH, by the Grace of God, Queen of England, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. XTo 
all to whom the present Letters shall have come; 
Greeting. WiC baVC IttSpeCtCt) the Letters Patent 
of Confirmation of the Lords Philip and Mary, late King and Queen 
of England, our very dear sister, made in these words : [Here 
follows the Inspeximus of Philip and Mary, with its contents, &o., 
down to " primo et secundo.] TRIlC, however, esteeming the Letters 
and Charters aforesaid and all and singular their contents valid and 
satisfactory, as far as lies in our power do accept and approve them, 
and by the tenour of the present Letters do ratify and confirm, to 
the same extent as the aforesaid Letters and Charters validly bear 
witness. In witness whereof we have caused these our Letters to 
be made Patent. TKSttnCSS myself at Westminster, on the 15th 
day of November, in the second year of our reign. 

"P" COEDBLIi. 

On fold. The fine is\ . «. 

taxed to J***^' 

Examined by us, Richard Eede and Eyer, clerks. 
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Utttete patented ^li}uhttf^t, 
wmi IWu 

||LIZABETH, Dei Gracia, Anglie, Francie, et Hibemie, Begina, 
Fidei Defensor, &c. OntttibUd ad quos presentes litere 
pervenerint; Salutem. 5ndpC|bimUB literas patentee Domi- 
norum Philippi et Marie nuper Begis et Begine Anglie sororis nostre 
precharissime de confumacione factas in hec verba: [See above.] feiOBf 
antem, literas et cartas predictas ac omnia et singula in eisdem contenta 
rata habentes et grata ea pro nobis, heredibus et successoribus nostris 
quantum in nobis est acceptamus approbamus ao Delectis nobis nunc 
Burgensibus Ville de Sta£fordia et success^"* suis tenore presencium ratifi- 
camus et confirmamus prout litere et carte p'dicte in se racionabiliter 
testantur. In cuius rei testimonium has literas nostras fieri fecimus 
patentes. XLCStCf me ipsa apud Westmonasterium quintodecimo die 
Novembris, anno regni nostri secundo. 

"P." COBDKLL. 

On folcL Examinata per nos Bicardum Bede et Eyer, clericos. 

Taxatur finis) •••• a* 



Written on a large sheet of thick parchment, measuring about 35iin. in width by 
23^in. in depth, excluding about 3in. of fold. A black-and-white plaited cord, now 
broken, was fixed lozenge or diamond wise to the fold, to attach the seal, now 
entirely gone. 



CordelL — Sir William Cordell was appointed Master of the 
Bolls in 1667. By a happy coincidence, the Salt Library possesses 
the original Letters Patent of Elizabeth, confirming the grant of 
Philip and Mary to Sir William Cordell of the Mastership of the 
Bolls, granting him a residence in Chancery Lane, with gardens, 
&c., and two pipes of wine yearly, &c. Dated January 31st, 
17 Eliz. (1674). From 1667 to 1660 he was Governor of Lincobi's 
Inn. 

B, Bede, Identity uncertain. 

Eyer, John Eyer, collated Prebendary of Lincoln, 1639. Died 
after 1667. 

After "taxatur finis, &c.," is an illegible scrawl which is 
probably intended for the signature of the chancellor. 
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aetterie; patent of ©tteen i&li^Hhtif). 

I LIZABETH, by the Grace of God, Queen of England, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. XTo 
HII to whom the preRent Letters shall have come. 
Greeting. Whereas the principal Church within our 
Town of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, commonly called the 
High Church or Church of the Blessed Mary in Stafford aforesaid, 
was heretofore parcell annexed and belonging to a certain College 
there called the College of Stafford. Which College indeed, by 
virtue of a certain Act of the Parliament held at Westminster on 
the fourth day of November, in the first year of the reign of 
Edward VI., late King of England, our brother (among other things), 
was dissolved ; and the same College and all lands, tenements, 
houses, buildings, prebends, tithes, oblations, revenues, fruits, 
profits, and hereditaments whatsoever, with their appurtenances in 
any way belonging to the same College at that time, or pertaining to 
or being parcell thereof, devolved to the hands of the late King our 
brother. And whereas also, after the dissolution of the late College 
aforesaid, the sum of sixteen pounds of the lawful money of England 
were annually paid, assigned, and allowed to the hands of 

^tg^inm annt XlVmi. 

(Bectoriam concedentes.) 

||LIZABETH, Dei Gratia, Angliae Franoise, et Hibemise, Begins, 
Fidei Defensor, &c. OtTtnfbUB cd quos prsesentes LitersB 
pervenerint; Salutem. Cum principalia Ecclesia infra Villain 
nostrom de Staffordia in comitatu Staffordiee communiter vocata alta 
Ecclesia sive Ecclesia beatse Manse in Staffordia preedicta ante hac fuit 
Parcella annexata ac spectans ad quoddam Collegium ibidem vocatum 
The College of Stafford. Quod quidem Collegium pretextu eujusdam Actus 
in Parliamento tento apud Westmonasterium quarto die Novembris Anno 
regni Edward! Sexti nuper Begis AngHse fratris nostri primo (inter aUa) 
dissolutum fuit ac idem Collegium ac omnia, Terrse Tenementa Domus, 
Aedificia, Prsebenda, Decimse, Oblationes, Obventiones, Fructus, Proficua, 
et Hsereditamenta qusBcumque cum suis pertinentiis eidem Collegio cbd 
tunc quoquomodo spectantia sive pertinentia, aut parcella inde ad tunc 
existentia ; ad manus dicti nuper Begis fratris nostri devenenmt, cumque 
etiam post dissolutionem predicti nuper Collegii Summa Sexdecim Librarwn 
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one Eector, Priest, or Minister within the aforesaid Church, 
ministering in Divine things ; and eight pounds to the sustenance 
of a Sub-curate or Minister similarly serving in the same Church ; 
and four pounds fifteen shillings to the hands of a schoolmaster 
teaching boys and youths in the aforesaid town ; and eight pounds to 
a Curate or Minister serving within the Church of Marston, in the 
aforesaid County, from our revenues in the aforesaid County, by 
Commissioners and Eeceivers or other our officers for the time 
being, and are paid down to the present time. And whereas we 
are now informed by the Burgesses aforesaid of our Town of 
Stafford that through defect of the due payment of the several sums 
•of money aforesaid, and especially because of the aforesaid several 
sums of sixteen pounds and eight pounds above specified to be 
severally paid as stipend or salary of the Eector, Priest, and Sub- 
curate or Minister in the aforesaid Church of Stafford were too little 
for the purpose of providing their Uving, stipend, or salary for the 
administration of Divine things, neither were the people of the Town 
aforesaid taught or instructed in Divine things in the least for a 
long time. And whereas also we are informed that [neither] from 
the said late College, nor the other lands and tenements, tithes, and 
hereditaments, and the remaining profits once belonging and 
pertaining to the said late College, and being parcell of the late 
possessions thereof is anything now annually paid or answerable to 

legalis monetce Anglia annnatim ad manus unius Bectoris Presbyteri sive 
Ministri infra Ecclesiam p'dictam divino ministrantis, et octo LtbrcR ad 
Sustentationem Subcwati sivi Ministri Bimiliter in eadem Ecclesia servientis, 
ac quatuor LihrcB et quinque aoLidi ad manus unviia Ludimagui/ri pneros ac 
jnvenes in Villa p'dicta docentis ; ac octo LihrcB Ou/rato sive Ministro infra 
Ecclesiam de Marston in comitatu p*dicto servient! de Beventionibus in 
Comitatu p'dicto, per Commissionarios et Beceptores sive alios Officiarios 
nostros pro tempore existentes, annoiatim solutse assignatse et allocat.ffi 
fuerunt et ad hue sunt ; cumqoie jam per Burgenses p'dictse Yillce nostrse 
de Staffordia informamur quod pro defectu debitsB solutionis separalium 
denariorum Summee p'dictsB et maxime pro ea quod dictsB separates summsB 
de sedecim LibrsB et octo Librae superius specificatae separaliter solvendse 
pro Stipendio sive Salario Bectoris Presbyteri et Subcurati sive Ministran. 
in p'dicta Ecclesia de St** minus suflacientes in ea parte fuerunt pro eorum 
victu, stipendio sive salario ratione cujus divinsB ibidem administratsB nee 
Inhabitantes VillsB p'dictse in divinis edocti sive instructi per multum 
tempus minime fuenmt ; cumque etiam informamur, quod de dicto nuper 
Gollegio nee aliis Terris et Tenementis Decimis et Heereditamentis cseterisq: 
Proficuis, dicto nuper Gollegio quondam spectantibus et p'tinentibus ac 
ParceUis Possessionum inde nuper ezistentib. nobis sive ad usum nostrum 
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U8 or to onr nse beyond the aforesaid several snms of money, except 
the sum of ionx pounds seventeen shillings and tenpence. TRUC 
tbCtCtOtCt considering the premisses and designing one Bector and 
capable person for Divine things in the aforesaid Church of Stafford 
to last for all time to come, and a man learned in sacred eloquence, 
BO that the inhabitants of the Town of Stafford and people 
assembling in the aforesaid Church should be disdplined, instructed, 
and taught during the whole time, and that henceforward we, our 
heirs and successors, for ever, shall be exonerated as well from the 
payment of the aforesaid several, sums of money as from the burdens 
of repairing the aforesaid Church, and for other considerations 
specially moving us at this present moment at the humble petition 
of the aforesaid Burgesses of the Town aforesaid and of a certain 
Robert Sutton, clerk, at present ministering in the Church of Stafford 
aforesaid, from our special grace and certain knowledge and pure 
motive we will, declare, and by the present Letters do grant to the 
Burgesses of the Town of Stafford aforesaid and their successors, 
that the Church of the Town of Stafford aforesaid may and shall be 
a Parish Church for ever of the Blessed Mary of the Town of 
Stafford, and shall be called, named, and denominated by the same 
name. And by the present Letters we create, erect, and establish 
the same Church to become the Parish Church, and to continue to 
future times. And the aforesaid Eobert Sutton, clerk, now Bector 

modo annuatim Bolutse sive response ultra p'dictas separales Denariorum 
gummas, soliunmodo smmna quatuor Librar. septendeeim solidorum, decem 
denariormn, et non ultra. Nos igitur Prflemissa considerantes ac in- 
tendentes unvm Rectorem et Personam habilem pro divinis in Ecclesia 
p'dicta de Staffordia perpetuis temporibus futuris duratiimm, ac hominem 
eruditum in sacronim eloquiis doctunendis et iBstructum ad docendum et 
ministrandum Inhabitantes Yillee p'dictsB, et populum ad Ecclesiam p'dictam 
conflueutem per totum idem tempus educendum et ut de csetero nos, 
hseredes, et successores nostri, in perpetuum exoneremur tam de solutione 
p'dictamm separalium Denariorum Summarum, quam de oneribus repara- 
tionis EcclesisB p'dictee, ac pro aliis considerationibns nos ad hoc presens 
specialiter moventibus, ad hmuilem petitionem p*dictonim Burgensium 
VillsB p'dicta ac eujusdam Boberti Sutton Clerici ad presens in Ecclesia 
de Stafifbrdia p'dicta serrientis ad divinas ministrandas, de gratia nostra 
special! ac ex certa scientla et mero motu, nostris volumus declaramus 
ac per prsesentes concedimus Burgensibus Villse de Staffordia p'dicta et 
suoc^^ suis quod Ecclesia YillcB de Staffs prsedicta in p'petuum sit et erit 
Eccl** parochialis beatee MarisB YillsB de Staff^^; et per idem nomen vocetur 
nuncupetur et appelletur; Ac eandem Eccl*" fore Eocl*™ p'ochialem et 
futuris temporibus duraturam per p'sentes creamus, erigimus et stabilimus; 
Ac p' dictum Bob^^™ Sutton Clericum modo Beotorem inde, ac succ'~ sues 



Digitized by 



Google 



102 Lettebs Patent of Queen Elizabeth. 

thereof, and his suocesaors to oontinue for all future times and by 
us, our heirs and successors, to be presented to the same Church as 
often as a vacancy shall occur by the present Letters similarly we 
create, erect, and establish. And further for the greater security, 
continuance, endowment, living, and salary of the Bector and Curate, 
or Sub-minister of the Church aforesaid, and for the perpetual 
payment of the other sums of money to the aforesaid Schoolmaster 
or PsBdagogue, and Curate or Minister of the Church of Marston 
aforesaid and their successors for ever. For the fulfilment and 
performance of this, and that we, our heirs and successors for ever, 
may be exonerated therefrom, and to keep us indemnified ; from our 
special grace, and certain knowledge and pure motive, we have 
given and granted, and by the present Letters for ourselves, our 
heirs and successors, do give and gratnt to the aforesaid Burgesses of 
the Town aforesaid and their successors the Burgesses for the 
Minister of the Town of Stafford aforesaid and his successors, all 
the aforesaid late College and all and singular our Prebends of 
Coton, Marfeton, and Salte, with their rights, members, and universal 
appurtenances in the said county of Stafford ; and all and all kinds 
of messuages, houses, edifices, lands, glebes, and all and singular the 
tithes, sheaf-rents, corn-rents, hay-rents, and other our tithes what- 
soever. And also the oblations, returns, fruits, profits, lands, 
tenements, meadows, fields, pastures, commons, rentals, reversions, 
and our remaining hereditaments whatsoever with their entire 

inde perpetuis temporibus auraturos et per nos, hseredes et succ^ nostros 
ad eandem Eccl"™ (quotiescumque vacari contingat) prsBentandos ; per 
prsesentes similiter creamus, erigimus et stabilimus. Et ulterius pro 
majore securitate, continuatione, dotatione, victu et salario Bectoris, et 
curati sen subministri Eccl*" p'dictsB ac pro p'petua Solntione aliorum 
Denariorum Summarum; p*fato Lndimagistro sive Psedagogo et Curato 
sive Ministro Eccl*" de Marston prsBdiotsB et succ*" in p'petuum per 
implend. et faciend. et nt nos, hseredes et succ^ nostri in perpetuum 
simus inde exoneratse et indempnes conseryats de uberiore gratia nostra 
ac ex certa scientia et mero motu nostris, dedimus et conoessimus, ac 
per prsesentes pro nobis, hseredibus, et bticc^^ n*^ damus et concedimus 
praefatis Burgensibus Villse prsedictaB et eorum succ*^ B'gensibus Ministro 
de ViQa de Staffordia p'dicta et succ^"" suia totum p'dictum nuper 
Collegium ac omnes et singulas Preebendas n'*' de Coton, Marston, et 
Salte cum suis Juribus, Membris, et Pertinentiis univerais in dicto 
comitatu Staffs ac omnia et onmimoda MesBuagia, Domus Aedificia, 
TerraB, Glebas, ac omnes et singulas Decimas Garbcurum Bladorum 
Granorum, Foeni, ac alias Decimas nostras quascunque ; Necnon oblationes, 
obventiones Fructus, Proficua, Terras, Tenementa Prata, Pascua, Paatiuras, 
Communias, Bedditus, Beversiones ac csstera Hsreditamenta nostra quiB> 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lettebs Patent of Qxtben £jLizabeth. 103 

appurtenances in Stafford, Coton, Marston, Salte, Bugeley, or else- 
where within the said County of Stafford, in any way belonging or 
pertaining to the said late College and Prebend aforesaid, or to any 
of them or any paroell thereof ; or being in any way held, received, 
or* reputed, as part, paroell, or member thereof. Which late 
Prebend indeed of Marston aforesaid, with its appurtenances, and 
all the lands, tenements, tithes, oblations, returns, rentals, and all 
the other hereditaments with appurtenances in Marston aforesaid 
belonging or pertaining to the same Prebend, with tithes of what- 
soever kind in the Town and neighbourhood of Walsall, in the said 
County of Stafford, were demised by us at farm, by our Letters 
Patent bearing date at Westminster on the 28th day of June, in the 
ninth year of our reign, to Robert Eichmont and Thomas Cawston^ 
all benefice rents, trees, woods, groves, wards, maritages, mines, and 
quarries thereof, being to us, our heirs and successors, by the same 
Letters Patent, excepted and reserved. The same tithes in Walsall 
and the aforesaid Prebend of Marston, with appurtenances and the 
remaining premisses in Marston aforesaid (except the before-excepted) 
to be had by the same Eobert Eichmont and Thomas Cawston from 
the time and several times in which the same or any parcell thereof 
[shall revert] to our hands or those of our heirs or successors by 
surrender, forfeiture, or other determination whatsoever, reversion 



cunque cum suis p'tinentiis imiversis in Staff** Coton, Marston, Salte, 
Bugeley, sen alibi infra dictum Comit^™ Staffordise dicto nuper CoUegio 
et Prsebendis p'dictis sive eorum alicui give alicuiuB inde ParcellflB quo- 
quomodo pertinentia sive spectantia aut ut Pars ParceUa give Membrtim 
inde quoquomodo habita accepta, sive reputata existens. Quae quidem 
nnper Prsebenda de Marston p*dicta cum p'tinentiis, ac omnia. Terra, 
Tenementa, Decimse, Oblationes, Obventiones, Bedditus, ac omnia alia 
HsBreditamenta cum p'tinentiis in Marston p*dicta eidem Prebends 
p'tinentia sive spectantia simul cum Decimis cujuscunque generis in 
Villa et Gampis de Walsall in dicto comitatu Staffs per nos per Litteras 
n~ Patentes gerentes Datam apud Westmon™ vicesimo octavo die Junii 
Anno regni n'* nono cd firmam dimissa fuerunt Boberto Eichmont et 
ThomsB Cawston, omnibus grossis, arboribus, boscis, et subboscis, Wardis, 
Maritagiis, Mineris, et Quarreis inde nobis, hsredibus et succ^™ n'^ per 
easdem Litteras Patentes exceptis et reservatis. 'babcn^Utn easdem 
Declmas in Walsall ac predictam Prsbendam de Marston o. p'tinentiis, 
ao cffitera prsemissa in Marston prsedicta (exceptis prsBexceptis) eisdem 
Boberto Biohmont et Thomee Cawston a tempore et separalibus temporibus 
in quo et quibus eadem seu aliquam inde Parcellam ad manus n*^ 
hsBredum, vel succ'™^ nostrorum per sursum redditum forisfacturam aut 
aliam determinationem quamcunque Status et Interesse alicujus Inden- 
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and interest of any Indenture or Demise or any Indentures or 
Demises or any other Letters Patent made to any person or persons 
concerning the same or any parcell thereof, until the end of the 
term and for the term of twenty-one years from that next following 
and fully to be completed, rendering and paying thereupon yearly to 
us, our heirs and successors, ten pounds of the lawful money of 
England during the aforesaid term the first payment thereof to 
begin at that Feast of the Feasts aforesaid which first and next shall 
have happened after those same premisses in Walsall and Marston 
aforesaid shall, by virtue of the same Letters Patent, have devolved 
to the hands and possession of the aforesaid Bobert Eichmont and 
Thoma^ Cawston, their executors or assigns. And that the aforesaid 
Bobert Eichmont and Thomas Cawston, their executors and assigns, 
shall pay yearly to the Curate of the Church of Marston aforesaid, 
for the time being, for his salary or stipend, eight pounds ; and we, 
our heirs and successors, shall be exonerated therefrom during the 
aforesaid term to the same extent as by virtue of the same Letters 
Patent made to the same Eobert Eichmont and Thomas Cawston 
(among other things), fully appears manifest. And all lands and 
tenements, with appurtenances in Stafford aforesaid, of the annual 
value of twenty shillings only, in the tenancy or occupation of 
Burgesses or Inhabitants of the Town aforesaid, hitherto assigned 
for the augmentation of the sustenance of the Priest of the Church 

turae sive dimissionis aut aliqnarum Indenturarum edve dimiBsionum aut 
aliquarum Litterarum Patentium aUcui persons sive aliquibus personis 
de eisdem seu de aliqua inde ParceUa confectanim usque cd finem Termini 
et per Terminum Yiginti et unius annorum ex tunc proxime sive sequentium 
et plenarie complendorum Reddendo et solvendo inde annuatim nobis 
hseredibus et succ*^ n*** decem Librsts legalis monetae Angliee durante 
termino predioto; prima solutione inde incipienda cd illud Festum 
Festorum p'dictorum quod primo et proxime evenerit postquam eadem 
prsemissa in Walsall et Marston p'dictis eA manus et possessionem prsdicti 
Boberti Bichmont et Thomse Cawston Executorum vel assignatorum 
Buorum virtute earundem Litterarum Patentium devenerint. j6t 41105 
prsedicti Bobertus Bichmont et Thomas Cawston executores et assignati 
Bolverent annuatim Gurato Ecdesia de Marston prsedicta pro tempore 
existente pro Salario sive Stipendio suo Octo libras; ac nos, heeredes et 
succ'" n"* inde exoneremur durante termino p'dicto, prout per easdem 
Litteras patentium iisdem Bob^ et ThomsB confectarum (inter alia) plenius 
liquet. Ao omnia, Terras et Tenementa cum p'tinentiis in Staff** p*dicta 
annualis valoris viginti solidorum modo in tenuris sive occupationibus 
Burgensium et Inhabitantum VillsB p'dicts ante hao assignata in augmenta- 
tionem Sustentationis Presbyteri in Eccl^ et Staff** p'dicta; ac quendam 
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of Stafford aforesaid; and a certain yearly rental of twenty-one 
pence arising out of a messuage in Bugeley aforesaid called " The 
Swanne," hitherto given to the use or maintenance of an Obit there ; 
and another yearly rental of twenty-one pence arising from another 
messuage in Rugeley aforesaid, now or lately in the tenancy or 
occupation of John Lee; and one other yearly rental of 
twenty -one pence arising from one other messuage in Eugeley 
aforesaid, now or lately in the tenancy or occupation of Anthony 
Gibson ; and one other annual rental of three shillings arising 
from one messuage in Eastgate Street, in the Town of Stafford 
aforesaid; and also one other yearly rental of twenty pence 
arising from one other Messuage in Stafford aforesaid, now 
or lately in the tenancy or occupation of William Lane. And 
the reversion and reversions whatsoever of all and singular the 
premisses and of every parcell thereof, and also the rental and 
yearly profits whatsoever, reserved above with whatsoever demises, 
or demise of the premisses or of any parcell thereof, however made. 
And all and singular the woods, groves, and trees whatsoever of all 
and singular the premisses and parcell of them whatsoever. All the 
aforesaid late College and all the aforesaid Prebends, tithes, 
oblations, obventions, fruits, profits, lands, tenements, rentals, 
reversions, services, and the remaining premisses all and singular, 

annualem redditum viginti et unius Denariorum ezeuntem de uno 
Messuagio in Bugeley p'dicta vocato Le Swanne ante hac datum ad 
usum vel sustentationem unius Obiti, ibidem; ac alium annualem red- 
ditum viginti et unius Denariorum ezeuntem de uno alio Messuagio in 
Bugeley p'diota, modo vel nuper in tenura sive occupatione Johannis 
Lee; ac unam alium annualem redditum viginti et unius denar^ exeuntem 
de imo alio Messuagio in Bugeley p*dicta modo vel nuper in tenura sive 
occupatione Anthonij Gibson; ac unum alium annual redditum trium 
solidorum exeuntem de uno Messuagio in East-Gate Street in Villa de 
Staffordia p'dicta, Kec non uniun alium annualem redditum viginti 
denar^ exeuntem de uno alio Messuagio in Staff*» p'dicta modo vel nuper 
in tenura sive occupatione Wilhelmi Lane. Ac Beversionem et Bev'siones 
quascunque omnium et singulorum prsemissorum et cujuslibet inde ParcellsB, 
nee non reddita et annualia Proficua qusecunque reservata super quibus- 
cunque dimissionibus sive quacunque dimissione de Prsemissis, seu de 
aliqua inde Paroella quoquomodo factis: Ac omnes et singulos boscos, 
subboscos, ac arbores quascunque omnium et singulorum prsmissorum 
et cujuslibet inde Parcella: Habendum, tenendum et gaudendum totum 
p'dictum nuper Collegium ac onmes pr83dicta, Prsebendas, Decimas, 
Oblationes, Obversiones, Fructus, Proficua, Terras, Tenementa, Bedditus, 
Beversiones, Servitia et csBtera omnia, et singula Pnemissa cum suis 
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with their entire appurtenances aforesaid, to be had, holden, and 
enjoyed by the Burgesses and their successors for ever; to the 
intent, use, and purpose that themselves and their successors yearly 
for ever, well and faithfully shall pay, to the satisfaction of the 
aforesaid Eector of the Church aforesaid and his successors for the 
time being, the aforesaid sixteen pounds of lawful money of England 
as his stipend and salary, and to the Curate or Sub-minister of the 
Ch]ciroh at Marston aforesaid and his successors for ever, eight 
pounds. And to one Schoolmaster or Psedagogue in Stafford afore- 
said yearly for ever, four pounds five shillings. And we, our heirs 
and successors thence, and from other rentals and burdens whatso- 
ever, concerning the premisses or any parcell thereof are to be 
exonerated and kept indemnified for ever. HUb tUttbCtt for the 
distribution and payment of other profits and annual rentals and 
reversions, all and singular, of the premisses proceeding and 
remaining beyond the aforesaid several sums of money and burdens, 
towards and upon the reparation of the Church and chancel of 
Stafford aforesaid, and to follow out and accomplish other good 
and charitable works within the Town of Stafford aforesaid, accord- 
ing to the discretion of the aforesaid Burgesses and their successors 
for ever. To be holden from us, our heirs and successors, as of 
our Manor of East-Greenwich, in the County of Kent, by fealty and 
yearly rental of fourpence in free Socage and not in Capite, or all 

p'tinentiis universis prflefatis Burgensibus et succ**" suis in perpetuum ; 
ad intentionem, usum et propositum quod ipsi et succ^ sui annuatim 
in p'petuum bene et fideliter persolvent et contentabunt prsefato Bectori 
EccP* p'dictse, et succ*^ suis pro tempore existente prrodictas sedeoim 
libras legalis Monets AnglisB pro stipendio et salario suo ac Gurato 
give Subministro Ecclesise de Marston p'dicta et suco*^ suis in p'petumn, 
octo libras : Ac uni Ludimagistro sive Psedagogo in Staffs p'dicta annuatim 
in p'petuum, quatuor libras et quinque solidos : Et nos, haeredes et succ^ 
n'* inde, ac de aliis redditibus ac oneribus quibuscunque de premissis sea 
de aliqua inde Psurcella ad exonerandum et indempnes conservandum in 
p'petuum. 

J£t UltCtiUB ad distribuendum et persolvendimi alia proficua et 
annuales redditus et reversiones omnium et singulorum Preemissorum 
provenientes et remanentes ultra p'dictas separales denariorum siunmas 
et onera; ad et super reparationem Eccr* et Cancellee de Staff** p'dicta 
et alia bona et caritativa opera infra villam de Staff** p'dicta, secundum 
discretionem p'dictorum Burgensium et succ"*™ suorum in p'petumn 
exequenda, et perimplend. Tenend. de nobis hfleredibus et succ*^ n**" 
ut de Manerio n"* de East Greenwich in Gomitatu Eantise per fideli- 
tatem et annualem redditum quatuor Denariorum in libero Socagis et 
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other rentals, services, and demands whatsoever therefrom to us, 
our heirs or successors in any manner whatsoever to be rendered, 
paid, or made. BlbCft tbftt express mention of the true 
annual value, or of the certainty of the premisses or any of them, or 
of other gifts or grants by us or any of our progenitors or predecessors, 
to the aforesaid Burgesses previously or at present made by no 
means exists, or any Statute, Act, Ordinance, Proviso, Proclamation, 
or Bestriction to the contrary thereof, hitherto holden, made, issued, 
ordained, or provided ; or any other thing, cause, or matter whatso- 
ever in any wise notwithstanding. In witness whereof we have 
caused these our Letters to be made patent. XRIlftnCdB myself at 
Westminster, on the 14th day of December, in the 14th year of our 
reign. By writ of our Privy Seal, &c. 

P. CORDELL. 

True copy collated with the original 30 Sept., 1717. Enrolled 
before John Horngolde, Auditor. (From MS. in Wm. Salt Library.) 

non in Capita, pro omnibus aliis redditibus, servitiis, et Demandis quibus- 
cunque proinde nobis, hseredibus vel successoribus nostris quoquo modo 
reddendis solvendis vel faciendis : £0 4U0^ expressa mentio de vero valore 
annuo aut de certitudine prsemissorum sive eorum alicujus aut de aliis 
donis give concessionibus per nos seu per aliquem Progenitorum sive 
Preedecessorum nostrorum factis in presentibus, minime facta, existit; 
aut aliquo Statute, Actu, Ordinatione Provisione Proclamatione sive 
Bestrictione in contrarium inde ante hac habita, facta, edita, ordinata 
seu provisa; aut aliqua alia, re, causa, vel materia quacuncque in aliquo 
non obstante. In cujus rei testimonium has Litteras nostras fieri fecimus 
patentes. XlCBtC meipsa apud Westmonast"' quarto decimo die Decembris 
Anno Begni nostri quGurto decimo per Breve de private Sigillo, &c. 

P. COBDELL. 

Vera copia collat : cum Originali, 30 Sept., 1717, Irro' coram Job. 
Horngolde Audit. 
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^tiitXB ^utmt of Htng 9ames I. 

SKairtfi 27tf|, tOOO. 

AMES, by the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. XTo 
dll to whom the present Letters shall have come ; 
Greeting. XRIlbCteaB our Borough and Vill of 
Stafford, in our County of Stafford, is an ancient and populous 
Borough and Vill, and the Burgesses of that Borough and Vill, 
from a time of which the contrary memory of man does not exist, 
have had divers liberties, franchises, immunities, and distinctions, 
and they have been used and enjoyed, as well by reason of divers 
charters and letters patent of the Lord John, formerly King of 
England, and of divers other our progenitors and predecessors, late 
Kings and Queens of England, to them and their predecessors some- 
times by the name of Burgesses of Stafford, and sometimes by the 
name of Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, and sometimes by 
the name of Burgesses of the Vill [or Town] of Stafford, and some- 
times by other names, made and granted in times past, as by reason 
or pretext of divers prescripts and customs used and practised in the 
same Borough and Vill. HUb WbCtCdB our beloved subjects the 
Burgesses and Inhabitants of the same Borough and Vill have very 

anni IIIttt« 

^COBUS, Dei Gratia, Anglie, Scotie, Francie, et Hibemie, Rex, 
fidei defensor, &c. 0mnfbU6 ad quos presentes Littere 
pervenerint; Salutem. Cutlt Burgus et Villa nostra de 
Staffordia in Comitatu nostro Staffordie et Burgus et Villa antiqua et 
populosa, ac Burgenses' Burgi et Ville illius a tempore cuius contraria 
memoria hominum non existit diversas libertates franchesias immunitates 
et preheminentia habuerunt, et usi et gavisi fuerunt, tam ratione diver- 
sarum cartarum et littersurum patentium Dom^ Johannis quondam regis 
Anglie, et diver scrum aliorum progenitorum et predecessor, nostror. nuper 
Begum Anglie, els et predecessoribus suis quandoque per nomen Bur- 
gensium de Staffordia et quandoque per nomen Burgensium Burgi de 
Staffordia, et quandoque per nomen Burgensium Ville de Staffordia, et 
quandoque per alia nomina; antehac factarum et concessarum, quam 
ratione vel pretextu diversarum prescriptionum et consuetudinum in 
eodam B*go et Villa usitatarum, et consuetarum. CumQUC dilecti Subditi 
nostri B'genses et Inhabitantes eiusdem B*gi et Ville nobis humillime 
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humbly made supplication to us with reference thereto, We are 
willing to exhibit and extend our royal munificence to the same 
Burgesses and Inhabitants of the same Borough. HttZ) tbftt 
for the better regulation, government, and melioration of the same 
Borough, we, by our Letters Patent do condescend to make, 
reduce, and create afresh to such an extent as shall seem most 
expedient to us, the said Burgesses of Stafford and Burgesses 
of the Borough of Stafford, also Burgesses of the Vill of 
Stafford, or by whatever names of Incorporations they have been 
until now incorporated, and whether they have been incorporated 
until now, or not, into one Corporate and Politic Body, by the name 
of Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the county 
of Stafford TRQC graciously aiming at the public good and 
emolument of the Borough and Vill aforesaid and wishing that 
henceforth for .ever there may be had in the same Borough and Vill 
of Stafford continuously one sure and indubitable mode of and for 
the keeping of the peace and regulation and government of the 
people there ; and that the Borough and Vill aforesaid henceforth 
for ever shall be and shall remain a Borough of peace and quietness 
to the dread and terror of evildoers and an example to them that do 
well ; and that our peace and the other deeds of justice there they 
may and may be able the better to preserve ; and hoping that if the 
Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough and their successors may be able 
to enjoy ampler liberties and privileges from our grant, then they 

supplicaverunt, quatenus Nos eisdem B'gensibus et inhabitantib. enisdem 
B'gi, gratiam et mnnificentiam n'ram regiam exhibere et extendere 
velimus: (StUO^QUC nos pro meliori regimine gubematione et meliora- 
tione eiusd. B'gi dictos Burgenses de Staff** ac Burgenses B'gi de 
Staff** necnon B'genses Villa de Staff** sive per quodounque nomen 
coporationis, give per qiiecunque nomina Incorporationum antehac in- 
corporati fuerunt, et utrnm antehac incorporati fuerunt, seu non, in unum 
corpus corporatum et politicum per nomen Ballivorum et Burgensium 
B'gi de Staff** in comitatu Staff** per litteras nostras patentes facere 
redigere, et creare de novo dignaremur, prout nobis melius videbitur 
expedire. 1^00 publicum bonum et emolumentum B'gi et Ville predicte 
graciose affectantes ac volentes quod de cetero in perpetuum in eisdem 
B'go et Villa de Staff** continue habeatur, unus certus et indubitatus 
modus de et pro custodia pacis et regimine et gubematione populi 
ibidem :" et quod B'gus et Villa predicta de cetero in perpetuum sit et 
permaneat B'gus pacis et quietis ad formidinem et terrorem malorum 
et in premium bonorum ; et ut pax nostra ceteraque facta justicie ibidem 
melius custodiri valeant et possint, sperantesque quod si B'genses p'dicti 
Burgi et snccessores sui amplioribus ex concessione nostra gaudere 
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may feel themselves more specially and strongly bound to services 
which they may be able to offer and exhibit to us and our heirs and 
successors, of our special grace and certain knowledgCi and pure 
motive, have willed, ordained, constituted, and declared, and by 
the present Letters, for us, our heirs and successors, do will, ordain, 
constitute, and declare that the said Borough of Stafford, in our 
County of Stafford, shall be and remain henceforth for ever a free 
Borough in itself. And that the Burgesses and Inhabitants of the 
aforesaid Borough, by whatever name or names they have previously 
been incorporated, and whether they have previously been lawfully 
incorporated or not, henceforward, for ever, without any question or 
ambiguity, may and shall become one Body Corporate in reality, 
fact, and name, by the name of Bailiffs and Burgesses of Stafford, in 
the County of Stafford. And by the name of the Bailiffs and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, 
for us, our heirs and successors, we erect, make, ordain, con- 
stitute, create, confirm, ratify, and declare them, by the present 
Letters. And that by the same name of Bailiffs and Burgesses 
of the Borough of Stafford they may have the succession for 
ever. And that by the name of Bailiffs and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, there may and 
shall be, to all future times, persons able and in law [capable 



poterint libertatibus et privilegiis tunc ad servicia que poterint nobis 
ac heredibus et bucc^"" nostris impendendum et exhibendum specialius 
fortiusque sentiant se obligates, de gratia nostra speciali ac ex certa 
scientia et mero motu nostris volumus, ordinavimus, constituimus 
concessimus et declsuravimus, ac per presentes pro nobis heredib. et 
succ*^ nostris volumus, ordinamus, constituimus, concedimus et declara- 
mus quod dictus Burgus Staff** in Comitatu nostro Staff** sit et permaneat 
de cetero in perpetuum liber Burgus de se. Et quod B'genses et 
Inhabitantes B'gi p'dicti, per quodcimque nomen sive nomina antehao 
legitime incorporati fuerunt sive non, de cetero in perpetuum sine ulla 
questione seu ambiguitate in posterum fiendi sint et erunt imum corpus 
corporatum et politicum in re, facto, et nomine per nomen Ballivorum 
et B'gensium B'gi de Staff** in comitatu Staff*'. Ac eos per nomen 
Ballivorum et B'gensium B'gi de Staff** in comitatu Staff*' unum corpus 
corporatum et politicum in re, facto, et nomine, realiter et ad plenum, 
pro nobis, heredib. et successoribus nostris, erigimus, facimus, ordina- 
mus, constituimus, creamus, confirmamus, ratificamus et declaramus per 
presentes. Et quod per idem nomen habeant successionem perpetuum. 
Et quod ipsi per nomen Ballivorum et B'gensium B'gi de Staff** in 
comitatu Staff** sint et erunt perpetuis futuris temporibus, persone 
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to be a body corporate and political] and in law capable of 
having, acquiring, receiving, possessing, enjojring, and retaining 
lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, jurisdictions, franchises, and 
hereditaments whatsoever of whatever kind, name, nature, quality, 
quantity, and species they may have been for themselves and their 
successors in fee and perpetuity or for a term of a year or years or 
otherwise in any way ; and also goods and chattels and whatever 
other things of whatever kind, name, nature, quality, or species 
they may have been. Also to give, grant, demise, alienate, assign, 
and dispose lands, tenements, and hereditaments ; and for doing 
and executing all and singular other deeds and matters by the name 
aforesaid. And that by the same name of Bailiffs and Burgesses of 
the Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, they may be 
capable and able to plead and be impleaded, answer and be 
answered, defend and be defended in any courts, places, and 
localities, and before any Judges and Justices and other persons 
and officers whatsoever, acting for us, our heirs and successors, in 
all and singular actions, pleas, suits, plaints, causes, matters, and 
demands whatsoever, of whatever kind, name, nature, quality, or 
species they may or shall be, in the same manner and form, to the 
same extent as any other our lieges of this our kingdom of England, 
persons able and capable in law, or any other body corporate and 

habiles et in lege [capaces (esse) corpus corporatum et politicum] * et 
in lege capax ad habendum, perquirendum, recipiendum, possidendum, 
gaudendum, et retinendum, terras, tenementas libertates privilegia, 
jurisdicciones, franchesias et hereditamenta quecunque cuiuscunque 
generis, nominis, natiure, qualitatis, quantitatis, vel speciei fuerint, sibi 
et successoribus suis in feodo et perpetuitate sive pro termino anni vel 
annorum aut aliter quocunque modo; ac etiam bona et cattalla et quas- 
cunque alias res cuiuscunque generis, nominis, nature, qualitatis, vel 
speciei fuerint. Nee non ad dandum, concedendum, dimittendum, alien- 
andum, assignandum, et disponendum, terras tenementa et hereditamenta : 
et ad omnia et singula alia facta et res faciendum et ezequendum per 
nomen predictum. Et quod per idem nomen Ballivorum et B'gensium 
B'gi de Staffs in comitatu Staff*' placitare et implacitari, respondere et 
responderi, defendere et defendi valeant et possint in quibuscunque 
Curiis, placeis, et locis ac coram quibuscunque Judicibus et Justiciariis, 
ac aliis personis et ofl&ciariis nostris, heredum et suoc®"*™ nostrorum 
in omnibus et singulis accionibus, placitis, seotis, querelis, causis, 
materiis, et demandis, quibuscunque cuiuscunque sint aut erunt, generis, 
nominis, nature, quahtatis sive speciei, eisdem modo et forma, prout 
aliqui alii Ligei nostri huius Begni nostri AngUe, persone habiles et 

* The wordB In brackets are nibbed out through the crease in the vellum. 
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politic within our Kingdom of England, who may and may be able 
to have, acquire, receive, possess, enjoy, retain, give, grant, demise, 
alienate, assign, and dispose, plead and be impleaded, answer and 
be answered, defend and be defended, do, permit, or execute. And 
that they may have for ever a COYUYTtOn BCUl to serve for transact- 
ing any whatever their causes and affairs and those of their 
successors. And that it may and shall be quite allowed to the same 
Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors 
to break, alter, and make afresh that seal at their pleasure from time 
to time to such extent as they may think proper. HUb tttttbCtt 
we will, and by the present Letters, for us, our heirs and successors, 
do grant and ordain that henceforward for ever there may and shall 
be within the Borough aforesaid tWO oi the more trustworthy and 
discreet Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, to be elected in the 
form mentioned lower down in these present Letters, who shall be 
and shall be nominated 3BdiUf(S of the Borough aforesaid. And 
that in like manner there may and shall be within the aforesaid 
Borough tWCUtU^OUC of the Burgesses and Inhabitants of the 
aforesaid Borough to be elected in the form mentioned in these 
present Letters, who shall be and shall be nominated CbiCf 
XWCQCBBCB of the aforesaid Borough. Which Bailiffs and twenty- 
one Chief Burgesses shall be [members] of the Common Council 
for the time being. HuZ) WC WilU ^^^ by the present Letters for 

capaces in lege, slve aliquod aliud corpus corporatum et politicum infra 
Regnum nostrum Anglie habere, perquirere, recipere, possidere, gaudere, 
retinere, dsure, concedere, dimittere, alienare, assignare, et disponere, 
placitare et implacitari, respondere et responderi, defendere et defendi, 
facere, permittere, sive eteqiii possint et valeant; et quod habeant in 
perpetuum COtnmunc Bigtllum pro causis et negociis suis ac Sucoes- 
sorum suor. quibuscunque agendis servitunun. Et quod bene liceat 
et licebit eisdem Ballivis et B'gensibus B*gi p'dicti et succ*^ suis, 
SigiUum iUud ad libitum vwwm de tempore i/n, tempus frangere, mutare, 
et de novo facere, prout iis melius fieri videbitur. JBt UltCtfU0 volumus 
et per presentes pro nobis heredib. et succ**"' nostris concedimus et 
ordinamus quod de cetero in perpetuum sint et erunt infra Burgum 
p'dictum ^U0 de probioribns et discretiorib. B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti in 
forma inferius in hiis p'sentibus mentionata eUgendi, qui erunt et 
nominabuntiir JSalliVf Burgi p'dicti. (StUOt)QUC similiter sint et erunt 
• infra B'gum p'dictum, Viginti unus de B'gensibus et Inhabitantibus B*gi 
p'dicti in forma in hiis presentibus mentionata, eligendi, qui erunt et 
nominabimtur Capftalca MwXQCnBCB B'gi p'dicti: Qui quidem Ballivi 
et Viginti unus Gapitales B'genses B'gi p'dicti erunt de Communi Concilio 
eiusdem B'gi pro tempore existente. £t VOlUtnUB et per presentes pro 
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us, our heirs and successors, do grant that the aforesaid twenty-one 
Chief Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, for the time heing, shall 
he from time to time assistants and auxiliaries to the Bailiffs of the 
said Borough of Stafford, for the time being, in all causes, things, 
matters, and affairs touching or concerning the said Borough. And 
they shall be and shall be called the Common Council of that 
Borough for all causes, things, matters, acts, ordinances, and 
affairs of the aforesaid Borough or the regulation and government 
thereof and touching the public utility and convenience of the same 
Borough and its Inhabitants from time to time, or concerning the 
doing and executing the causes, transactions, and affairs for the 
better government and regulation of the Inhabitants of the said 
Borough and of the liberties of the same. HUZ) tUttbCtt w© will, 
and by the present Letters, for us, our heirs and successors, do 
grant to the beforementioned Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid and their successors : That the Bailiffs and Chief 
Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, for the time being, or the 
greater part of them, assembled for the purpose (of whom we will 
that either of the Bailiffs of the Borough aforesaid for the time 
being shall be one) upon public summons thereof to be made, may 
and shall have full power and authority of framing, constituting, 
ordaining, and making, from time to time, any laws, statutes, 
constitutions, decrees, and reasonable ordinances of this kind 
whatsoever, in writing, which to them, or the greater part of them 

nobis, heredibus et sncc'™* nostris concedimus; quod p'dicti Viginti unus 
Capitales B'genses B*gi p'dicti pro tempore existentes erunt de tempore 
in tempus assistentes et auxiliantes Ballivis dicti B'gi de Staffs pro 
tempore existentibus in omnib. causis, rebus materiis et negotlis dictum 
B'gum tangentib., sive concementib. Et erunt et vocabuntur Commune 
Concilium B'gi illius pro onmib. causis, rebus, materiis, actis, Ordina- 
tiouib. et negotiis B*gum predictum aut regimen et gubernationem inde 
ac publicum utilitatem et commodum eiusdem Burgi ac Inhabitantium 
inde de tempore in tempore in tempus tangentib. sive concementib. 
faciendis et exequendis pro meliori gubematione et regimine inhabitantium 
ac causarum reriim et negociorum dicti B*gi et libertatum eiusdem. 
J6t U[t€tiU0 volumus ac per presentes pro nobis, heredib. et succ**"" 
nostris, concedimus prefatis Ballivis et B'gensib. Burgi p'dicti et succ*™" 
suis : Quod Ballivi et Capitales Burgenses B'gi p'dicti pro tern, exis- 
tentes, vel maior pars eorum (quorum alterum Ballivorum Burgi p'dicti 
pro tern, existentium unum esse volumus) super summonicionem publicam 
inde fiendam ad hoc congregati habeant et habebunt plenam potestatem 
et authoritatem condendi constituendi ordinandi et faciendi de tern, in 
tempus huiusmodi leges statuta constituciones decreta et ordinaciones 
racionabilia in scriptis quecunque que eis aut maiori parti eorundem 
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(of whom, &c.) shall appear to their sound discretion to be good, 
salutary, useful, honest, and necessary for the good regulation and 
government of the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, 
and of all and singular the officers, ministers, workmen, inhabitants, 
and residents whatsoever for the time being within the Borough 
aforesaid and its liberties. And for declaring how and in what 
order the same Bailiffs and Burgesses and all and singular the 
officers, ministers. Burgesses, workmen, inhabitants, and residents 
of the Borough aforesaid, in their offices, functions, ministries, 
crafts, and businesses, within the Borough aforesaid, and its liberties 
and precincts for the time being shall conduct, bear, and use them- 
selves for the ulterior public good, the common utility, and good 
regulation of the Borough aforesaid, and the victualling of the same, 
and other affairs and causes whatsoever touching the aforesaid 
Borough, or in anywise concerning it. That also the same Bailiffs 
and Chief Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, for the time being, or 
the greater part of them (of whom, &c.), as often as they shall make, 
frame, ordain, or establish this kind of laws, institutions, rights, 
ordinances, and constitutions in the form aforesaid of this kind, and 
similar pains, punishments, and penalties by imprisonment of the 
body or by fines and amercements or by either of them towards and 
upon all delinquents against this kind of laws, rights, ordinances, 



(quor. alterum Ballivor. B'gi p*dicti pro tem. existentium, unum esse 
volumus) bona salubria utilia honesta et necessaria iuxta eorum sanas 
diBcrecioneB fore videbuntur pro bonis regimine et gubematione Ballivor, 
et B'gensium B'gi p'dicti, ac omnium et singulor. officiarior. ministror. 
Gurtificum, Inhabitantum et Besidentium quorumcunque infra B'gum 
p'dictum et libertates eiusdem pro tem. existentium. Ac pro declara- 
cione quo modo et ordine iidem Ballivi. et B'genses ac omnes et singuli 
officiarii, ministri, B'genses, artifices, Inhabitantes et Besidentes B'gi 
p'dicti, in officiis, functionibus, ministeriis, artificiis et negociis suis infra 
B'gum p'dictum ac Libertates et preoincta euisdem ; pro tem. existentes ; 
sese habebunt gerent et utentur pro ulteriori bono publico communi 
utilitate et bono regimine B'gi p'dicti act Victulatione eiusdem ac rebus 
et oausis aJiis quibuscunque B'gum p'dictum tangentibus, give quoquo- 
modo concementibus. Quodque iidem Ballivi et Gapitales B'genses B'gi 
p'dicti pro tem. existent, vel maior pars eorundem (quorum alterum 
Ballivor. B'gi p'dicti pro tem. existentium unum esse volumus) quoties- 
cimque huiusmodi leges, instituciones, Jura, ordinaciones, et constituciones 
fecerint, considerint, ordinaverint vel stabiliverint in forma predicta 
huiusmodi et tales penas, puniciones, et penalitates per imprisonamentum 
corporis vel per fines et amerciamenta vel per eorum utrumque erga 
et super omnes delinquentes contra huiusmodi leges, jura, ordinaciones 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lettebs Patent of Jhmeb I. 115 

and constitutions, or any of them, such as and which shall the better 
appear to the same Bailiffs and Capital Burgesses of the aforesaid 
Borough, for the time being, or to the greater part of them (of 
whom, &Q,) to be necessary, opportune, and requisite for the 
observation of the same laws, ordinances, and constitutions, and 
they may, and be able to make, ordain, limit, and provide, and levy 
and have the same fines and amercements for the use of the before- 
mentioned Bailiffs and Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough and their 
successors, without hindrance from us, our heirs or successors, or 
from any of our ofl&cers or ministers or those of our heirs or 
successors. And without rendering any account thereof to ourselves, 
our heirs, or successors. All and singular which laws, ordinances, 
rights, and consfcitutions so (as aforementioned) to be made, we will 
to be observed, under the pains contained in the same. So, 
however, that the laws, ordinances, institutes, constitutions, im- 
prisonments, fines, and amercements of this kind be reasonable and 
not repugnant, nor contrary to the laws, statutes, customs, or laws 
of our kingdom of England. HttZ) tOt the better execution of our 
will and grant in this respect, we have assigned, nominated, created, 
constituted, and made, and by the present Letters, for us, our heirs 
and successors, do assign, nominate, create, constitute, and make our 



et constituciones sive eorum aliquod sive aJiqua, qnalia et que eisdem 
Balliyis et Capitalib. B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti pro tem. existentib. vel 
maiori parti eorund. (quorum alterum Ballivor. B'gi iUius pro tem. 
existentium, unum esse volumus) necesssuria, oportuna et requisita pro 
observacione earund. legum, ordinacionum, et constitucionum melius 
fore videbitur, facere, ordinare, limitare et providere ac eadem fines et 
amerciamenta levare et habere possint et valeant, ad usum p'fatorvun 
Ballivorum et Biirgens""* B'gi p'dicti, ee succ™" suor. absque impedi- 
mento nostro, heredum, vel succ™" nostror, aut alicuius sive aliquorum 
officiar. vel ministror. nostror. hered. vel succ"*" nostror. Et absque 
aliquo Gompoto nobis heredib. seu successorib. n'tris inde reddendo. 
Que omnia et singula, leges, ordinaciones Jura, et constituciones sic (ut 
prefertur) fienda, observari volumus, sub penis in eisdem continendis: 
Ita tamen quod leges, ordinaciones, institate, constituciones, imprisona- 
menta, fines, et am'ciamenta huiusmodi sint racionabilia, et non sint 
repugnantia nee contraria legibus, statutis, c*suetudinib. sive jurib. Regni 
nostri Anglie. £t ptO meliori execucione voluntatis et concessionis n're 
in hac parte, assignavimus, nominavimus creavimus constituimus et 
facimus ac per p'sentes pro nobis, heredib. et succ^^' n'ris, assignamus 
nominamus creamus constituimus et facimus Dilectos nobis Bichardum 
Dorington et Johannem Lutterforde fore et esse primes et modernos 
Ballivos B'gi predicti, Volentes quod iidem Bichardus Dorington et 
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beloved Bichard Dorington and John Lutterforde to become and to 
be the first and present Bailiffs of the Borough aforesaid. Willing 
that the same Bichard Dorington and John Lutterforde shall be and 
continue in the same office of Bailiffs of the aforesaid Borough from 
the date of the present Letters until the Monday next after the 
Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist next following, and therefrom until 
two other of the Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough shall have been 
in diie form elected to the office of Bailiffs of the aforesaid Borough, 
according to the ordinance and provision expressed and declared in 
these present Letters, if the same Bichard Dorington and John 
Lutterforde shall have lived so long. XRQc bdVC dBBidttCZ) also, 
nominated, created, and constituted, and by the present Letters, for 
us, our heirs and successors, *do assign, nominate, create, and 
constitute our beloved Hugh Beeston, George Craddock, Bichard 
Beade, William Morris, Henry Woolrich, Godfrey Greene, William 
Brett, Bichard Busshoppe, John Austen, Thomas Craddock, 
Edward Moreton, William Moy, John CoUyns, John Webb, Thomas 
Urswick, Gregory Bold, Bichard Lee, James Clemence, Thomas 
Buston, William Smithe, and Stephen Winckle, Burgesses of the 
aforesaid Borough, to become and be the twenty-one first and 
present Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, to continue in the 
same offices during their natural lives. Unless in the meantime for 
bad government or bad conduct in respect of it, or for some other 
valid cause, they shall be removed from those offices, or any 

Johannes Lutterforde in officium Ballivorum B'gi p'dicti erunt et con- 
tinuabunt a dato presentium usque diem Lune proximum post Festum 
8c" Luce Evangeliste proximum sequentem et exinde quousque duo alii 
de B'gensib. B'gi predioti ad officium Ballivor. B'gi p'dicti debito modo 
electi prefacti et curati fuerint iuxta ordinationem et provisionem in 
hiis presentibuB inferius expressas et declaratas: Si iidem Biohsurdus 
Dorington et Joh~ Lutterforde tarn diu vixerint. S06i0navitnU0 eciam 
nominavimus creavimus et constituimus ac per presentes pro nobis 
heredib. et succ*^ n'ris assignamus nominamus creamus et constituimus 
Dilectos nob. Hugonem Beeston, Georgium Craddock, Rich"" Beade, 
Will"* Morris, Henricum Wolrich, Godfredum Greene, "Will" Brett, Rich"" 
Busshoppe, Joh«°» Austen, Thomam Craddock, Edw™" Moreton, Will" 
Moy, Job'" CoUyns, Joh«» Webb, Thorn" Urswick, Gregor" Bold, Rich" 
Lee, Jacobum Clemence, Thorn" Rushton, Will" Smithe, et Steph*" 
Winckle, Burgenses B*gi p'dicti fore et esse viginti et unum primes et 
modernos Capitales B'genses B'gi p'di continuandos in. eiadem Officiis 
durantib. vitis suis naturalibus: Nisi interim pro mala gubematione 
sive male se gerendo in ea parte, aut pro aliqua alia causa racionabili 
ab officiis illis amoti erunt aut eorum aliqui vel aliquis amotus erit vel 
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one or more of them shall be so removed. HUb tUttbCt, we will 
and by the present Letters for us our heirs and successors we 
grant to the beforementioned Bailiffs and Chief Burgesses of the 
aforesaid Borough and their successors, that the Bailiffs and Chief 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, or the 
greater part of them (of whom, &c.), may and shall have full 
power and authority from time to time for all future times yearly, 
and every year on the Monday next after the Feast of St. Luke 
the Evangelist, of nominating, and that they may nominate four 
or more of the worthier and more discreet from among the Chief 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, to the end and purpose that 
the Bailiffs and remainder of the Chief Burgesses who shall be then 
surviving and other Burgesses of the same Borough, or the greater 
part of them (of whom, &c.), may and may be capable and able 
to elect two out of those four or more Chief Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid so (as before mentioned) to be nominated and 
to the offices of Bailiffs of the aforesaid Borough for one whole 
year thence next following, and therefrom until two other persons 
suitable to execute faithfully those offices in due form shall have 
been nominated, elected, sworn, appointed, and admitted, and 
that they so (as before stated) to be nominated for election to the 
offices of Bailiffs of the aforesaid Borough (before they shall be 
admitted to execute those offices) shall respectively take personal 



amoti erunt. j£t UltCtiU0 volumus et per presentes pro nobis heredib . et 
Buccessoribus nostris concedimus prefat. Ballivis et B'gensibus B'gi 
p'dicti et 8ucc^~ suis. Quod Ballivi et Capitales B'genses B'gi p'dicti pro 
tern, existentes vel maior pars eorundem (quorum alterum Ballivor. B'gi 
p'dioti pro tem. existentium unum esse volumus) habeant et habebunt 
plenam potestatem et authoritatem de tem. in tempus perpetuis futuris 
temp^^ annuatim, et quolibet anno in die Lune proximo post fest. Scti 
Luce Evangeliste nominandi. Et quod nominare possint quatuor, vel 
plures de dignioribus et discretioribus de Capitalib. B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti 
ad finem et iatentionem quod Ballivi et Residuum Gapitalium B'gensium 
qui ad tunc superstites erunt, et, alii B'genses eiusd. B'gi seu minor pars 
eorundem (quorum alterum Ballivor B'gi p'dicti pro tem. existentium unum 
esse volumus) eligunt et eligere valeant et possint duos ex illis quatuor, 
vel pluribus capitalib. B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti sic (ut prefertur) nominsmdos 
ac ad officia Ballivorum B'gi p'di pro uno anno integro extunc proxime 
sequente et abinde quousque due alie persone idonee ad officia ilia, fidelitur 
exequendum debito modo nominati electi iurati prefect! et admissi fuerint 
Quodque illi sic ut prefertur in officia Ballivorum B'gi p'di nominandi 
elegendi (antequam ad exequendum officia ilia admittantur) sacramentum 
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oath before the last Bailiffs, their predecessors, or four of the 
Chief Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough for those offices, to 
execute rightly, well, and faithfully those offices in all matters 
touching them. And that after an oath of this kind so taken 
they shall be qualified and able to execute the offices of Bailiffs 
of the aforesaid Borough for one whole year thence next following. 
Bn{) fUttbCtt ^e ^iU and by the present Letters for us our 
heirs and successors we grant to the beforementioned Bailiffs and 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their suocesors, that as 
often as it shall have happened that the Bailiffs of the Borough 
aforesaid or either of them (during the time in which they should 
be Bailiffs of the same Borough) within and before the appointed 
and destined time of his office aforesaid be completed, retire or 
be removed from his office of Bailiff, or of Bailiffs of the Borough 
aforesaid, that then and every time it shall be quite lawful for the 
Bailiffs of the aforesaid Borough (who shall be at that time for 
the time being), if at that time there shall be any Bailiff, and for 
the aforesaid twenty-one Chief Burgesses, or as many of them 
as are -then surviving or shall be in full life, or the greater part 
of the same. And if at that time there shall not be any Bailiff 
of the said Borough, that it shall then be quite lawful for the 
beforementioned twenty-one Chief Burgesses, or as many of them 
as are then surviving or are in full life, or for the greater part 
of them to assemble within the Borough within eight days next 



corporale coram ultimis BaUivis predecessoribns suis vel quatuor de 
capitalib. B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti ad officiailla; recte, bene, et fideliter in 
omnibus officia ilia tangentibus, exequendum respective prestabunt. £t 
quod post huiusmodi Sacramentum sic prestitum, Officia Ballivor. B'gi 
p'dicti pro uno anno integro ex tunc proxime sequente exequi valeant et 
possint. JBt UltCtiUB volumus ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus et 
succ^'" nostris concedimus prefatis Ballivis et B'gensibus B*gi p'dicti et 
succ**^ suis : quod quoties contigerit Ballivos B'gi p'di vel eorum alterum 
(durante tern, quo forent Ballivi eiusd. B'gi) infra et ante prefinitum et 
destinatum tempus officii sui p'dicti completum obire vel ab officio suo 
BaUivi vel Ballivorum B'gi p'dicti amoveri ; quod tunc et toties bene licebit 
Ballivis B'gi p'dicti (qui ad tunc pro tem. fuerint si ad tunc aliquis Ballivus 
fuerit) et predictis viginti et uni capitalib. B'gensibus, vel tot eorum qui ad 
tunc super stites vel in plena vita fuerint, vel maiori parti eorundem. Et si 
ad tunc non fuerit aliquis Ballivus dicti B'gi ; quod tunc bene licebit 
prefatis Vigenti et uni capitalib. B'gensibus vel tot eor. qui ad tunc 
superstites, vel in plena vita fuerint, vel maiori parti eorund. convenire 
infra B'gum p'dictum infra octo dies proxime sequentes mortem vel 
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following the death or removal of any Bailiff of the aforesaid 
Borough, and that then and there they shall be able and qualified 
to elect and assign a suitable man or suitable men to become and 
to be Bailiff or Bailiffs of the said Borough of Stafford, in the 
place and stead of the said Bailiff or Bailiffs dead or removed 
in the manner and form above mentioned. And if one of the 
Bailiffs only should so happen to be elected in the place and 
stead of one of the Bailiffs of the said Borough of Stafford so 
dead or removed from his office ; that then the said man be 
elected afresh after his personal oath taken, and to be taken 
before a Bailiff of the said Borough of Stafford who should then 
be [in office] , and before any two of the aforesaid Chief Burgesses 
of the Borough aforesaid who should then happen to be [in 
office] , he shall bear and execute the office of one of the Bailiffs 
of that Borough until the Monday next after the Feast of St. 
Luke the Evangelist next following, and from the same feast 
until two other persons sufficient and suitable to execute faithfully 
that office shall have been in due manner elected, appointed, sworn, 
and Eidmitted in the manner and form above mentioned, and if 
two Bailiffs should happen to be so elected in the place and stead 
of Bailiffs of the said Borough of Stafford thus dead or removed 
from office, that then the said two men so elected afresh by and 
after their personal oath taken, and to be taken before any three 
of the aforesaid Chief Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford afore- 



amotionem alicuiuB Ballivor. B'gi p'dicti, et quod ad tunc et ibidem eligere 
et assignare possint et valeant idoneum hominem vel idoneos homines fore 
et esse BaUivnm sive Ballivos d'ti B*gi de StaflP* loco et vice d'ti BaUivi vel 
[dictor.] Ballivor. Mortui vel amoti [Ac.] modo et forma supradictis. Et 
si imus Ballivor. tantum sic eligi fore contigerit loco et vice unius Ballivor. 
d*ti B'gi de Staff** sic mortxii aut ab officio sue amoti ; quod tunc dictus 
homo sit de novo electus post sacramentum suum corporale prestitum et 
prestandmn coram Ballivo diet! B'gi de Staff**, qui ad tunc fuerit et coram 
aliquibus duobus de p'dictis capitalib. B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti qui ad tunc 
fore contigerit officium unius Ballivorum B'gi illius geret et exequetur 
usque diem Lune proximum post festum Sancti Luce Evangeliste proxime 
sequentem et ab eodem festo quousque due alie persone sufficientes et 
idonee ad offic™ illud fideHter exequendum debito modo electe, prefecte, 
iurate et admisse fuerint modo et forma supra dictis. Et si duo Ballivi sic 
eHgi fore contigerint loco et vice Ballivorum d'ti B'gi de Staff** sic mortuorum 
aut ab officio suo amotorum, quod tunc dicti duo homines sic de novo electi 
per et post sacramentum eorum corporale prestitum et prestandum coram 
aliquib. tribus de p'dictis capitalib. B'gensibus B'gi de Staff** p'dicti, qui ad 
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said who should then happen to be [in office] , they shall faithfully 
bear, execute, and exercise the offices of Bailiffs of that Borough 
until the Monday next after the Feast of St. Luke the Evangelist 
next following, and from the same Feast until two other persons 
sufficient and suitable to execute faithfully that office shall have 
been in due manner elected, sworn, and admitted in the manner 
and form above mentioned. HttZ) tUttbCtt we will and for us 
our heirs and successors by the present Letters we grant to the 
beforementioned Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford 
and their successors that as often as and whenever any one or 
more of the aforesaid Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
for the time being should happen to die or be removed from his 
office and place (which Chief Burgesses indeed and any one of 
them not conducting himself properly in that office, or for any other 
valid cause, we will to be removeable by the Bailiffs and Chief 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid or the greater part of them), 
that then and as often as it may and shall be quite lawful to 
the beforementioned Bailiffs and Chief Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid then surviving or remaining, or the greater part of the 
same one or more other of the more trustworthy and discreet 
men, inhabitants, and residents in the Borough aforesaid to elect 
and nominate and appoint to the office or offices of a Chief 
Burgess or of Chief Burgesses of the same Borough in place of 
him or of them so dead or removed, or being to complete the 



tunc fore contigerint, fideliter gerent, exequentur, et exercebunt officia 
Ballivor. B'gi illius usque diem Lune prox™ post fast. Sci. Luce Evang. 
proxime sequentem, et ab eodem Festo quousque due alie p'sone suffici- 
entes et idonee ad offic"^ illud fideliter exequende, debito modo electe jurate, 
et admisse fuerint, modo et forma supradictis. JBt UltCtiU6 volumus ac 
pro nobis heredib. et succ**^ n'ris, per presentes concedimus p'fatis Ballivis 
et B'gensibus B'gi de Staff** et succ*^ suis ; quod quocies et quandocunque 
contigerit aliquem vel aliquor de p'dictis capitalib. B'gensib. B'gi p'dicti pro 
tem. existentib. obire vel ab officio et loco suo amoveri (quos quidem 
Capitales B'genses et eorum quemlibet se non bene gerentem in officio illo, 
aut pro aliqua alia oausa racionabili per Ballivos et Capitales B'genses B'gi 
p'dicti vel maiorem partem eorundem amobiles esse volumus) ; quod tunc 
et toties bene liceat et licebit prefatis Ballivis et capitalib. B'gensibus B'gi 
p'dicti ; ad tunc superviventibus vel remanentibus vel maiori parti eorundem 
unum alium vel plures alios de magis probiorib. et discretiorib. viris 
inhabitantib. et residentib. in B'go p'dicto, ad officium sive officia Capitalis 
B'gensis vel Capitalium B'gensium eiusdem B'gi eligere, et nominare ao 
p'ficere loco ipsius vel ipsorum sic mortui vel amoti, mortuor. vel amotor. 
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number of the aforesaid twenty-ooe Chief Burgesses of the Borough 
of Stafford aforesaid. And so from time to time whenever the 
case should occur. And that whatever person and [or] persons 
so nominated and elected, to be nominated and elected to the 
the office or offices of Chief Burgess or Chief Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, shall take and perform his personal oath before 
the beforementioned Bailiffs for the time being to execute and 
exercise well and faithfully his aforesaid office. Htlt) fUttbCtt 
we will and by the present Letters for us our heirs and successors 
we grant to the beforementioned Bailiffs and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid and their successors that if it should happen 
that the Bailiffs of the Borough aforesaid, or either of them for 
the time being labours under sickness so that he or they cannot 
attend to the necessary business of the Borough aforesaid, or for 
some valid cause departs from the Borough aforesaid, that then 
and every time it may and shall be quite lawful for the Bailiffs 
of the Borough aforesaid for the time being or either of them so 
from time to time to do and constitute for him or them labouring 
under sickness, or absent, either that two of the Chief Burgesses 
of the Borough aforesaid become and be deputed of that same 
Bailiff or those same Bailiffs for the time being thus labouring 
under sickness, or absent, to remain in the same office or offices 
as deputy or deputies of the Bailiff or Bailiffs of the Borough 
aforesaid in the absence or sickness of such Bailiff or Bailiffs of 



existentis vel existentium ad complend™ numerum p'dictomm Viginti et 
unius Capitalium B'gensium B'gi de Staff** p'dicti. Et sic de tempore in 
tempuB tocies quocies casus sic accident. Et quod quelibet p*8ona et [vel] 
p*sone sic nominate et electe, nominande et [vel] eligende ad offic"^ vel 
officia Capital. B'gensis vel Capitalium B'gensium B'gi p'dicti sacramentum 
suum capiet et prestabit corporale coram p'fatis Ballivis pro tem. existentib. 
ad offic™ suum p'dictum bene et fideliter exercendum et exequendum. 
J6t UltetiUd volumus, ac per presentes pro nobis heredib. et succ**" nostris, 
concedimus p'fatis Ballivis et B'gensib. B'gi p'dicti et succ*^ suis quod si 
contigerit Ballivos B'gi p'dicti vel eorum alterum pro tem. existentes sic 
egritudine laborare, quod necessaria negocia B'gi p'di attendere non poterit 
aut poterint aut "i^B'gum p'dictum pro aliqua causa racionabili egredi ; quod 
tunc et toties bene liceat et licebit Ballivis B'gi p'dicti pro tem. existentib. 
aut eorum alteri sic egritudine laboranti vel absenti egritudine laborantib. 
aut absentib. facere et constituere de tempore in tempus unum vel duos de 
Capitalib. B'gensib. B'gi p'dicti fore et esse deputatum sive deputatos ipsius 
Ballivi vel ipsorum Ballivor. pro tem. existentium sic egritudine laborantis 
* Sic in orig : it should be B'go p'dicto. 
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the Borough aforesaid for the time beiDg, so, as alleged, lahoaring 
nnder sickness, or absent, daring the good pleasure of the same 
Bailiff or Bailiffs for the time being labouring, &e. And that he 
or they as shewn above in depute of the Bailiff or Bailifiis of the 
Borough aforesaid, so, as shewn above to be deputed and con- 
stituted, shall be qualified and able to do and execute all and 
singular those things which pertain and ought to pertain to be 
done and executed in the office of Bailiff or Bailiffs of the Borough 
aforesaid during the sickness or absence of such Bailiff or Bailifiis 
of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, so, as alleged, 
labouring under sickness or absence, by virtue of these our Letters 
Patent as fully and wholly to the same extent as such Bailiff or 
Bailiffs of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, if he [or 
they] should be present, in whatever manner, right, or title, shall 
be qualified and able to do and execute the things all and singular 
to be rightly and faithfully executed by oath previously taken 
before the other Bailiff of the same Borough, or his deputy for 
the time being, or in the absence of the Bailiff, before four of 
the Chief Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough. And so as often 
as the case shall occur. Hltfe tUttbCtt we will and by the 
present Letters for us our heirs and successors we grant to the 
beforementioned Bailiffs and Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough 



vel absentia, laborantium vel absentiuni continuand'" in eodem officio sive 
eisdem officiis deputatum sive deputatos. Ballivi vel Ballivor. B*gi p*dicti 
m absencia vel egritudine talis Ballivi vel talium Ballivor. B'gi p'dicti, pro 
tem. existentium ; sic (ut p^fertiir) egritudine laborantis vel absentis, 
laborantium vel absentium durante beneplacito eiusdem Ballivi vel ipsor. 
Ballivor. pro tem. erist. egritudine laborantis vel absentes, labor*"" vel 
absentium. Et quod ille sive illi sic (ut p'fertur) in deputati Ballivi vel 
Ballivor. B'gi p'dicti sic (ut p'fertur) deputand. et constituend. ea onmia et 
singula que ad officium Ball* sive Ballivor. B'gi p'dicti infra eundem B'gum 
pertinent et p'tinere debent, faciend. et exequend. facere et exequi, valeat et 
possit, valeant et possint, durante egritudine vel absencia talis Ballivi vel 
talium Ballivor. B'gi p'dicti pro tempore existentium, sic (ut p'fertur) 
egritudine laborantis vel absentis, lab**'*™ vel absentium, virtute harum 
Litterar. nostrar. patentium, adeo plene et integre, prout talis Ballivus vel 
Ballivi B'gi p'dict. pro tem. exist, si presens esset aliquo modo, iure, seu 
titulo, facere et exequi, valeat et possit, valeant et possint sacramento 
corporali ad ea omnia et singula recte et fideliter exequendum eoram altero 
Ballivor. eiusd. B'gi vel eius deputato pro tem. existenti, vel in absencia 
Ballivi eoram quatuor de Capitalib. B'gensib. B'gi p'dicti. prius p'stito. Et 
sic tocies quocies casus sic acciderit. iBt UltCriUB volumus ac per p'sentes 
pro nob, heredib. et succ*^ nostris concedimus p'fatis Ballivis et B'gensib. 
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and their successors, that the Bailiffs of the aforesaid Borough 
for the time being or their deputies shall have full power and 
authority from time to time, and at all times, at the good pleasure 
of the same Burgesses for the time being to swear Custodians 
and Guardians of each Art Society and Mystery within the afore- 
said Borough, and all other inferior officers and servants within 
the Borough aforesaid according to ancient custom of the Borough 
aforesaid, and to the same extent as it has been the use and 
custom hitherto in the same Borough, without any other warraat, 
writ, or commission from us our heirs or successors on that behalf 
to be asked or sought, any statute, ordinance, use, or prescript 
to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. Hn6 f UttbCt^ 
of our more abundant special grace, from our certain knowledge 
and pure motive, we will and by the present Letters for us our 
heirs and successors we grant to the beforementioned Bailiffs 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford and their successors, 
that the JBaUtffS Of tbC SOtOUdb aforesaid for the time being 
and each of them may and shall be henceforward fot CPCt 
SUBtiCCSy of ours, our heirs and successors, of our peace, and 
that of our heirs and successors within the same Borough aforesaid, 
to have custody of and to preserve and to cause to be kept and 
preserved the Suburbs, Liberties, and Precincts of the same, and 
also for all ordinances and statutes issued for the good of our 



p'dictis et succ^^ suis. Quod Ballivi B*gi p'dicti pro tern, exist, vel eor. 
deputati plenam habeant potestatem et authoritatem de tem. in tempus et ad 
omnia tempora ad beneplacitum eorundem Ballivor pro tem. exist, iurare 
Gustodes et Gardianos cuiuslibet Artis, Societatis, et Misterii, infra B*gum 
p'dictum, et omnes alios inferiores Oficiarios et Ministros infra B'gum 
predictum secundum antiquum consuetudinem B'gi p'dicti et prout in eqdem 
B'go ante hac usitatum et consuetum fuit, absque aliquo alio warranto, 
brevi seu commissione de nobis heredib. vel succ^^ nostris in ea parte 
impetranda aut prosequenda : aliquo statuto ordinacione usu seu p'scripcione 
in contrarium inde in aliquo nonobstante. J6t UltetiUS nos de uberiori 
gracia nostra speciali ac ex certa scientia et mero motu nostris, voluraus ac 
per p'sentes pro nob. heredib. et suce*^ nostris concedimus p'fatis Ballivis 
et B^gensib. B*gi de Staff** et succ*^ suis, *Quod Ballivi Burgi p'dicti pro 
tempore existentes, sint et erwit et quUvbet eorwm sit et erit de cetero in 
perpetuum Justidarii nostri heredum et succ"*™ nostror. ad pacem nostram 
hered. et succ®"™ nostror. infra eundem B*gum p'dictum Suburbia Libertates 
et precincta eiusdem custodiendum et conservandum et custodiri et 
conservari faciendum. Necnon ad omnia ordinaciones et statuta pro bono 

* The word! " Ballivi Bargi " and " in perpetuum Justidariis " are in gold letters. 
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peace and that of oar heirs and successors, and for the preservation 
of the same and for the quiet regulation and governance of our 
people in all their articles within the Borough, Suburbs, Liberties, 
and Precincts of the same according to the force, form, and effect 
of the same ordinances, and statutes, to keep and cause to be 
kept, and to chastise, correct, and punish all and all sorts of 
persons whatsoever, of whatsoever status, degree, or condition 
they shall be offending against the form of those ordinances or 
statutes or any one of them within the aforesaid Borough, the 
Suburbs, Liberties, and Precincts of the same, to the same extent 
as would be done according to the form of those ordinances and 
statutes. And to cause all those within the Borough aforesaid, 
the Suburbs, Liberties, Limits, and Precincts of the same who 
shall have menaced any one or more of our people or of our 
heirs and successors concerning their persons or the burning of 
their houses, to appear before them or any of them, to find 
sufficient securiety for their peace and good conduct towards us 
our heirs and successors and our people ; and if they shall refuse 
to find security of this kind, then to cause them to be kept safe 
in the Gaol or Prison of the aforesaid Borough (until they shall 
have found security of this kind), and that the aforesaid Bailiffs 
of the Borough aforesaid for the time being have henceforth for 
ever full power and authority from time to time of examining. 



pcK^is nostre, heredum, et succ*"'*** nostror. ac pro oonservacione eiusdem et 
pro quieto regimine et gubemacione populi nostri edita, in omnibus suis 
ArticTilis infra Burgom Suburb, hbertat. et p'cinct. eiusdem iuzta vim, 
formam, et affectum eorundem ordinationum et Statutorum custodiend. et 
custodiri faciend et ad omnes et omnimodas personas quascunque cuius- 
ounque Status, gradus aut condicionis fuerint, contra formam ordinacionum 
vel statutorum illor. aut eorum alicuius infra B*gum p'dictum Suburbia 
libertates et precincta eiusdem delinquentes castigandum corrigendum et 
puniendum prout secundum formam ordinationum et statutor. illor. fuerit 
faciendum. Et ad omnes illos infra B*gum p'dictum suburb, libertat. limit, 
et precinct, eiusdem qui aUcui vel aliquibus de populo nostro hered. et 
Bucc™™ nostror. de oorporib. suis vel incendio domor. suarum minas fecerint 
ad sufficient, securitatem de pace vel de bono gestu erga nos heredes et 
suec*** n'ros et populum n'rum inveniendum coram eis sive aUquo eorum, 
venire faciendum. Et si huius modi securitatem invenire recusaverint, 
tunc eos in Gaolam seu prisonam B'gi p'dicti (quousque huiusmodi 
securitatem invenerint) salvo custodiri faciendum. Et quod predicti 
Ballivi B*gi p'dicti pro tern, existentes habeant de oetero in perpetuum 
plenam potestatem et authoritatem de tern, in tempus inquirendi, audiendi, 
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hearing, and determining within the Borough aforesaid, the Suburbs, 
Liberties, and Precincts of the same, all and all sorts of felonies, 
murders, homicides, robberies, insults, riots, rabbles, forcible in- 
trusions into lands or tenements, transgressions against our peace 
and that of our heirs and successors, illicit conventicles, briberies, 
conspiracies, contempts, concealments, and also concerning all other 
misprisions, offences, malpractices, defaults, negligences, causes, 
and articles which pertain to the authority or power of our Justices 
or Keepers of Peace or those of our heirs and successors, or 
henceforward shall possibly pertain in as ample a manner and form 
to the same extent as any of our Justices or Keepers of the 
Peace, or those of our heirs and successors in any of our counties 
within this Kingdom of England, by the laws and statutes of 
the same Kingdom for offences and crimes committed or perpetrated 
in the said counties are qualified and able (as Justices of the 
Peace) to hear or determine. So that, however, they do not in 
anywise proceed to the determination of any felony or other 
offence touching the loss of life or limb without our special 
mandate or that of our heirs or successors. Htlt) fUttbCty of 
our more abundant special grace and from our certain knowledge 
and pure motive, we have given and granted, and by the present 
letters for us our heirs and successors we give and grant to the 
before-named Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
and their successors, special and free licence and law power. 



et terminandi infra B*giim p'd. Suburb. Libertat. et Precinct, elusdem 
omnes et onmimodas felonias, murdras, homicidas, robberias, instdtos, 
riotas, routas, manufortes intraciones in terras, seu tenementa, trans- 
gressiones contra pacem n*ram, heredum et succ'''™ n*ror. conventicales 
illicitas, ambidextras, conspiraciones, contempt us, concelajnenta, Necnon 
de omnib. aliis misprisionib., offensis, malefactis, defaultis, negligentiis, 
et articulis, que ad authoritatem vel potestat. iusticiarium vel custodum 
pads, pertinent vel de cetero pertinere poterint in tam amplis mode 
et forma prout aUqui Justiciarii vel Custodes pacis n*re, hered., vel 
suoo™" n'ror. in aliquibus comitatib. n'ris infra hoc regnum Anglie per 
leges et statuta eiusd. regni pro offensis et delictis in dictis comitatibus 
factis, seu perpetratis (ut Justiciarii pacis) audire seu terminare valeant 
et possint. Ita tamen quod ad determinacionem alicuius felonie, sive 
alii offensi tangentem Amissionem vite, vel membri, absque speciali 
mandato n'ro, hered. vel succ"™ n'ror. ullomodo non procedant. JBt 
UltCtiUd de uberiori gracia n'ra speciali, ac ex certa scienoia et mero 
motu n'ris Dedimus et concessimus ac per p'sentes pro nobis, heredib. 
et succ^^ n'ris damns et concedimus prefatis Ballivis et B'gensib. B'gi 
p*d. et succ^^ suis Licentiam specialem liberamque, et licitam potestatem 
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faculty, and authority of having, acquiring, receiving, and possess- 
ing for them and their successors for ever, messuages, lands, 
tenements, meadows, fields, pastures, woods, groves, rectorial 
tithes, rents, reversions, services, and other hereditaments what- 
ever within our Kingdom of England or elsewhere within our 
dominions hoth from ourselves our heirs and successors, and from 
any other person or persons who do not hold immediately in 
capite from us our heirs or successors or by military service, so 
long as the same messuages, &c., do not in the whole exceed a 
clear annual value of fifty pounds beyond all burdens and reprizes, 
the statute of Mortmain or any other statute, act, ordinance, or 
proviso hitherto holden, made, ordained, or provided, or any other 
thing, cause, or matter whatever to the contrary thereof, in anywise, 
notwithstanding. Htlt) SlSO, we give and grant for us our heirs 
and successors by the present Letters to any and every of our 
subjects and those of our heirs and successors licence and free 
and lawful power, faculty, and authority. That they or any of 
them shall be able and qualified to give, sell, bequeath, or alienate 
messuages, &c., and hereditaments which are not immediately 
holden of us our heirs or successors in capite or by military service, 



facultatem et authoritatem habendi p*quirendi, recipiendi et possidendi 
eis et succ^" suis in p'petuum, messuagia, Terras, tenementa, prata, 
pascua, pasturas, boacos subboscos, Rectorias Decimas, redditus rever- 
siones, servicia, et aha hereditamenta quecimque infra Begnum n'rum 
Anglie seu alibi infra Dominia n'ra tarn de nobis heredib. et succ^^ n'ris 
quam de aliqua alia persona, sive de aliquib. aliis p'sonis, que de nobis 
heredib. vel succ^' n'ris immediate non tenentur in Capite vel per 
servicium militare dummodo eadem messuagia, terre, tenementa prata, 
pascua, pasture, bosci, subbosci Bectorie Decime, redditus, revere"^ 
servicia, et alia hereditamenta in toto non excedant clarum annuum 
valorem quinquaginta Librarum ultra omnia onera et reprisas: Statute 
de terris et tenementis ad manum mortuam non ponendis aut aliquo 
alio statute actu, ordinacione, sive provisione ante hac habita, facta 
ordinata seu provisa, aut aliqua alia re causa vel materia qnacunque 
in contrarium inde in aliquo nonobstante. Hc CCUint damus et con- 
cedimus pro nob. heredib. et succ*^ n*ris per p'sentes cuicunque Subdito 
n*ro ac quibuscimque Subditis n*ris heredum, et succ"™ n'ror. licenciam 
liberamque et licitam potestatem, fa.cultat. et authoritat. Quod ipsi vel 
eor. aliquis vel aliqui, messuagia, terras, tenementa, prata pascua pasturas, 
boscos, subboscos, Rector. Decimeus, redditus, revers**" servicia, et here- 
ditamenta quecunque que non inunediate tenentur de nob. heredib. vel 
succ*^ n'ris in capite, neo per servicium militare p'fatis Ballivis et 
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to the aforeBaid Bailiffs and Burgesses of Stafford aforesaid and 
their successors. So that all the aforesaid messuages, &o., and 
hereditaments so to be given, granted, bequeathed, or alienated 
to the same Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and 
their successors by virtue of the present Letters may not exceed 
in the whole the clear annual value of Fifty Pounds beyond all 
burdens and reprizes, the statute of Mortmain or other statute, &o., 
&c., notwithstanding. Hn6 fttttbCt, we will and by the present 
Letters for us our heirs and successors we grant and confirm to the 
beforementioned Bailiffs and Burgesses and their successors, all and 
singular as many, as great, such, the same, this kind, and similar 
manors, messuages, lands, tenements, and hereditaments, customs, 
liberties, privileges, franchises, immunities, quittances, exemptions, 
and jurisdictions, fairs, weekly markets, tolls, taxes, stallages, 
boothstands, duties, escheats, and other profits whatever, also all 
and such, this kind and similar Becorders, Seneschalls, Chamberlains, 
Sergeants of the Mace, Guardians of the Church, Guardians of the 
Grammar School, Courts-Leet, Views of Frankpledge, Three-weekly 
Courts, of Eecord, Guilds, Fraternities, Fines, Amercements, 
Chattels, Waifs, Straifs, Chattels of Felons, Fugitives, Suicides, 
and those proclaimed Outlaws, Deodands, and all other rights, 
jurisdictions, advantages, and emoluments whatever; how many, 

B'gensib. B'gi de Staff*' p'd. et succ*'"' suis, dare vendere legare vel 
alienare possint et valeant. Ita quod ompia p'dicta Messuagia, &c., et 
hereditamenta sic eisdem BaUivis et B'gensib. B'gi p'd. et succ^" suis, 
virtute p'sentium danda, concedenda, leganda, vel alienanda, non excedant 
in toto clarum annumn valorem quinquaginta Librarum per annum 
ultra omnia onera et reprisas statuto de terris, &c., non ponendis, aut 
aliquo alio statuto, &c., &c., nonobstante. JBt UltCtUXB volumus, ac per 
p'sentes pro nob. heredib. et succ*"" n'ris concedimus et confirmamus 
p'fatis Ballivis et B'gensib. B'gi p'd. et succ^"" suis omnia et singula, 
tot tanta talia eadem huiusmodi et consimilia Maneria messuagia terras 
tenementa et hereditamenta consuetudines libertates privilegia franchesias 
immunitates quietancias exempciones et iurisdictiones ferias nundinas 
mercatus tolneta thelonias stallagia picagia custumas eschaetas et alia 
proficua quecunque, necnon tot et tales huiusmodi et consimiles recor- 
datores seneschallos camerarios Servientes ad Clavas Gardianos Ecclesie 
Gardianos Schole Grammaticalis Curias Letas Yisus Franciplegie Curias 
de tribus Septimanis, in tres Septimanas de Becordo, Guildas, Fratemi- 
tates, fines, amerciamenta catalla waviata extrahura, Catalla felonum et 
fugitivorum de se et in exigendo''' positor. Deodanda, ac onmia alia iura 
iurisdictioneB advantagia et emolumenta quecunque, quot quanta qualia 

* See note at end. 
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how great, of what quality, and which the Bailiffs and Burgesses 
of the Borough aforesaid, their predecessors or any of them by 
whatever names or name or whatever Incorporation or Pretext 
of whatever Incorporation they have hitherto had, held, used, or 
enjoyed, or ought to have, hold, use, or enjoy, and which now the 
same Bailifis and Burgesses have, hold, use, and enjoy by reason 
or pretext of any Charters or Letters Patent of the Lord John, 
formerly King of England, or of any other our Progenitors or 
Ancestors, late Kings or Queens of England in whatever manner 
had made, granted, and confirmed, or by whatever other manner, 
right, prescript, use, custom, or title hitherto had or used, though 
the same or any of them hitherto were or was used, or were 
abused or ill-used or discontinued, and though the same or any 
of them are or were forfeited or lost, WC fUttbCt QiVtt and 
by the present letters for us our heirs and successors we grant 
to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
and their successors, all and singular as many, as great, such, 
the same, this kind, and similar manors, messuages, &c., &c., and 
the like profits. Also as many other, the same, this kind, &c., 
&o., and all other rights, jurisdictions, advantages, and emoluments 
whatsoever, how many, how great, of what kind and what, and 
as fully, freely, and wholly, and in as ample a manner and form 



et que Ballivi et B'genses B'gi p*d. p*decessoreB sui aut eor. aliqm vel 
aliquis per quecunque nomina sive per quodcunque nomen vel quam- 
Gunque Incorpora,cionem vel pretextu cuiuscunque Incorporacionis 
antehac habuerunt tenuerunt, usi vel gavisi fuerunt, aut habere, tenere 
uti vel gaudere debuerunt, habuit tenuit usus vel gavisus fxiit debuit 
aut debuerunt: et que modo iidem Ballivi et B'genses habent tenent 
gaudent et utuntur, racione vel pretextu aliquar. Cartar. aut litterar. 
patentium Domini Johannis quondam Begis Anglie, vel aliquor. alior. 
Progenitorum vel Antecessor, n'ror nuper Regum vel Reginarum Anglie 
quoquomodo antehac habitarum factarum concessarum et confirmatarum ; 
seu quocunque alio modo, iure p'scriptione usu consuetudine seu titulo 
antehac habito seu usitato licet eadem aut eor. aliquid vel aliqua antehac 
usa non fuerunt aut fuit aut abusa vel male usa vel discontinuata 
fuerunt. Ac licet eadem aut eor. aliquod vel aliqua forisfactura aut 
deperdita sunt aut fuerunt. S^atttUB UltcriUB et per p'sentes pro nob. 
heredib. et succ^™ n*ris concedimus p'fatis Ballivis et B'gensib. B*gi p*d. 
et succ^^ suis omnia et singula tot tanta talia eadem huiusmodi et 
consimUia Maneria messuagia, &c., &c., et talia proficua; Necnon tot 
alia, eadem huiusmodi et consimilia Becordatores Seneschallos Camerarios, 
&c., &c., et omnia alia iura, iurisdictiones advantagia et emoluments 
quecunque quot quanta qualia et que, ac adeo plene libere et integre 
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to the same extent as the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid, or any of them or the Burgesses by whatever name 
or names of Incorporation now have, hold, use, and enjoy, or 
ought to have, hold, use, and enjoy, or which any of their 
Predecessors, by whatever name of Incorporation or by whatever 
Incorporation or pretext or colour of whatever Incorporation in 
times past they have had, held, or enjoyed, or ought to have 
done so. And that the aforesaid Bailiffs and Burgesses now ought 
to have, hold, and enjoy by reason or pretext of any Charter, 
Gift, Grant, Letters Patent, or of Confirmation of any of our 
Progenitors or Ancestors, late Kings or Queens of England, to 
them or any of their Predecessors hitherto given, granted, or 
confirmed, or by reason or pretext of any prescript, use, or custom 
hitherto had or used or otherwise in any lawful manner whatever, 
as fully, freely, and wholly, and in as ample a manner and form 
as if they or any of them had been plainly and fully expressed 
and particularly given, granted, or confirmed by us in the present 
Letters. XTO btiVCf to hold, and to enjoy the same messuages, 
lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, franchises, jurisdictions, ex- 
emptions, hereditaments, and the remained premisses afore granted 
with appurtenances to the same Bailiffs and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Stafford and their successors for ever. 1Rcn6Cti?lfl 



ac in tam amplis modo et forma prout Ballivi et B^genses B'gi p'd. 
aut eor. aliqui aut aliquis, aut B'genses B*gi p'd. per quodcunque nomen 
vel per quecimqne nomina Incorporacionis modo habent tenent utuntur 
et gaudent, sea habere tenere uti et gaudere debent vel que aliquis vel 
aliqui Prfledecessor. suor. per quodcunque nomen Incorporacionis vel per 
quacunque Incorp**"* vel pretextu aut colore cuiuscunque Incorp** temporib. 
retroactis habuerunt tenuerunt vel gavisi fuerunt, vel habere tenere uti 
vel gaudere debuerunt. Et que predicti BaUivi et B'genses modo habere 
tenere et gaudere debent racione vel pretextu alicuius Gharte Doni 
Concessionis literar. patentium aut confirmacionis aliquor Progenitor, 
vel Antecessor, n'ror nuper Begum vel "Reginar. Anglie, eis vel alicui 
vel aliquib. Predecessor, suor. antehac date concesse seu confirmate, aut 
racione vel pretextu alicuius prescripcjioms usus seu consuetudinis antehac 
habite seu usitate aut aliter quocunque legali modo adeo plene libere 
et integre et in tam amplib. modo et forma, ac si in p'sentibus plane 
et plene expresse et particulariter per nos date concesse seu confirmate 
fuissent, aut eor. quodlibet fuisset. Habendum, tenendum et gaudendum 
eadem Messuagia terras tenementa libertates privilegia franchesias Juris- 
dictiones Exemptiones hereditamenta et cetera p'missa p'concessa cum 
pertinenciis eisd. Ballivis et B*gensib. B*gi de Staffs et succ*^ suis in 
p'petuum. 'Ke^^en^O tn^C nobis heredib. et succ**" n'ris annuatim talia 
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therefore to ue our heirs and successors yearly such, this kind 
of, and similar rents, services, sums of money, and tenancies as 
therefrom were due or payable hitherto to our Predecessors. 
TRUC will SlSO aJ^d by the present Letters for us our heirs and 
successors we grant to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Burgesses of 
the Borough of Stafford and their successors, that they may have, 
hold, use, and enjoy, and may be able and qualified freely to 
have, hold, use, and enjoy for ever all the liberties and free 
customs, privileges, authorities, quittances, and hereditaments 
aforesaid, according to the tenor and effect of these our Letters 
Patent, without occasion or impediment from or any of our heirs 
or successors whatever. TIQlfUinOt ^^^ ^y ^^^ present [Letters] 
firmly for us our heirs and successors, commanding and enjoining, 
both our Treasurer, Chancellor, and Barons of the Exchequer, 
and those of our heirs and successors, and all and singular our 
Justices and those of heirs and successors, and our Attorney and 
Solicitor General for the time being and any one of them, and 
all other our oflQcers and ministers whatsoever, that neither them- 
selves nor any of them shall prosecute or continue, or make and 
cause to be prosecuted and continued, any Writ or Summons 
*' de quo Warranto," or any Writ or process whatever against 
the aforesaid Bailiffs and Burgesses or any one or more of them, 
for any causes, things, matters, offences, privily or by interruption 
of prescription, or for any of them by themselves or any of them 

huiusmodi et consimilia redditus servicia densudorum Biuninas et tenuras 
que proinde nobis vel Progenitorib. n'ris antehac debita seu solubilia 
fuerunt. \t)OlUtnU0 CCiatlt ac per p'sentes pro nob. heredib. et succ*^ 
n'ris Concedimus p'fatis Ballivis et B'gensib. B'gi de Staff** et succ**"' 
siiis; quod habeant teneant utantur et gaudeant syc plene habere tenere 
uti et gaudere possint et valeant in p'petuum Omnes Hbertates et liberas 
consuetudines privilegia authoritates quietancias et hereditamenta p*dicta 
secundum tenorem et effectam harum literar. n*rar. patent, sine occasione 
vel impedimento n'ri herednm vel succ'"" n*ror. quormucunque. X)OlCntCB 
et per p'sentes firmiter pro nob. heredib. et succ^^ n'ris mandantes 
et precipientes tam Thesaurario Cancellario et Baronibus Scaccarii n'ri 
heredum et succ^"" n*ror. Ac onmib. et singalis aliis Justiciariis n'ris 
hered. et suce^™ n'ror., quam Attumato et Solicitori Generali pro tem. 
existentes et eor. cuilibet et onmib. cJiis of&ciariis et ministris n'ris 
quibuscunqne, quod nee ipsi nee eor. aliquis sive aliqui aliquod breve 
sive sununonicionem de quo warranto seu aUud breve vel processum 
quecimque versus p'dictos Ballivos et B'genses B'gi p'di. vel eor. aliquem 
vel aliquos pro aUquib. causis rebus materiis offensis clam aut usiurpacione 
aut eor. aUquo per ipsos seu eor. aliquos debito clamato attempto usitato 
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due, claimed, attempted, used, had, or assmned before the day 
of the drawing up of these letters, XKIlUUnO also that the afore- 
said Bailiffs and Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough, or their 
Bucoessors, or any of them by any one or more Justices, Officers, 
or Ministers aioresaid, in or for the due use privily or abuse 
of the liberties, franchises, or jurisdictions within the Borough 
aforesaid, the Suburbs and Precincts of the same before the day 
of the drawing up of these Letters shall be by no means molested 
or harassed or compelled to respond to them or any of them. 
XRHC will SlSOt and by the present Letters we grant to the 
aforesaid Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford 
that they may and shall have these our Letters Patent under 
our Great Seal of England, in due manner made and sealed 
without fine or fee, great or small, to us in our Hanaper or 
elsewhere to our use therefrom in any way rendering, paying, or 
making. HltbOU^b express mention of the true yearly value 
and concerning the certainty of the premisses, or any of them, 
or concerning other gifts or grants hitherto made by us, or by 
any one of our Progenitors or Ancestors to the beforementioned 
Bailiffs and Burgesses by no means exists in the present Letters, 
or any statute, act, ordinance, provision, or restriction thereof to 
the contrary hitherto had, made, issued, ordained, or provided. 
Or any other thing, cause, or matter whatever in anywise not- 



habito sea nsurpato ante diem confeccionis presentium prosequantur, aut 
continnantur, aut prosequi aut continuari facient aut causabunt seu eor. 
aUquis faclet aut causabit. VOiCtltCB eoiam quod p*dicti Ballivi et 
Burgenses Burgi predict! aut succ'* sui aut eorum aliqui per aliquem 
vel aliquos Justiciarios, Officiarios vel Ministros predictos, in aut pro 
debito U8U clam vel abusu libertatum franchesiarum aut jurisdictionum 
infra B'gum p*dm. Suburb, et precinct, euisd. ante diem confeccionis 
presentium minime molestentur aut impediantur, aut ad ea vel eorum 
aliquod respondere compellentur. \DoIumU0 CCiam ac per p'sentea con- 
cedimus p'fatis Balliv. et B*gensib, B'gi de Staffordia quod habeant et 
habebimt has litteras n'ras patentee sub magno Sigillo n*ro Anglie debito 
modo factas et sigillatas absque fine seu feodo magno vel parvo nobis in 
hanaperio n'rp seu alibi ad ysum. n'rm proinde quoquomodo reddendo 
solvendo seu faciendo. JBfO QUO{) expressa mentio de vero valore annuo 
et de certitudine premissorum sive eorum alicuius aut de aliis donis 
sive concessionibus per nos seu per aliquem p*gemtorum sive Antecessorum 
n*ror. prefatis Ballivis et B'gensib. antehec tempora factis in p^sentibus 
minime facta existit, aut aliquo Statute, Actu, Ordinacione, Provisione, 
sive restrictione inde in oontrarium ante hac habita facta edita ordinata 
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withstanding. In witness whereof we have had these Letters 
made patent. WHttXCSB myself at Westminster on the 27th day 
of March, in the third year of our Eeign over England, France, 
and Ireland, and the thirty-eighth over Scotland. 

LUKIN. 

By writ of Privy Seal, &c. 
[On fold.) The fine is taxed for confirmation of former liberties. 
Examined by me, Thomas Marten, 

T. Ellesmere, Chancellor. 

sive provisa. Aliqua alia re causa vel materia quacnnque in aliquo 
nonobstante. In cuius rei testimonium has literas nostras fieri fecimus 
patentes. XLCBtC me ipso apud Westmonast™ vicesimo septimo die 
Marcii Anno Begni n*ri Anglie Francie et Hibemie tertio et Scotie 
Trecesimo octavo. 

LUKIN. 

Per breve de private Sigillo, &c. 
On fold. finis taxatur pro confirmacione priorum libertatum. 

Examinatur p. me Thomam Marten, 

T. Ellesmere, Cane. 

Written on two enormous sheets of vellum in a very handsome Gtothic text, 
inter-ruled with red lines and surrounded by a very elaborately and richly illuminated 
border in gold and colours along the top and down either side. The border contains 
the emblems and badges of England, Ireland, and Scotland, in the midst of flowers 
and fruits, and many coats-of-arms of the countries above-named, and also of various 
Staffordshire county families. The first line consists of the words down to " Scotie," 
painted in gold on a blue ground, with a portrait of the King on his throne in the 
initial. The blue ground is filigreed with gold ornament. A twisted cord is fastened 
lozen^ or diamond wise in the fold to which was once attached the great seal — now 
wanting — and two green ribbons intended to tie when the document was rolled up. 
Insteao, however, of being rolled thus and carefully tied, it has been rudely folded in 
four or five folds, forming ugly creases, and the edges roughlv bent. So handsome 
and important a deed as this Patent or Charter, which it is to all intents and purposes, 
deserved more careful preservation and should if possible be restored and rolled in the 
manner orig^ally intended. The rough usage has nearly effaced the figure of King 
James painted in the large initial J and much of the gold of the large letters on blue 
ground of the first line. 

Notes on ti)e fi'tst <!DI)attet of 
3Famej8 I. 

aOMMON SEAL. — It will be noticed that in the mention 
of the Common Seal, liberty is granted to alter it in any 
way at the pleasure of the authorities of the Town. Hence the 
question of the lion or fish in the base of the field, so often 
discussed, is after all a purely optional matter. Certainly, as 
indicating one of the royal vivaries, not to mention Izaak Walton, 
the fish is a very appropriate emblem. In the seal of 1614 is the 
lion. In that of 1826 it is replaced by the fish, which has remained 
to this day. Who made the change, and the precise date of it, 
must be matters of conjecture, unless some Municipal record may 
contain a memorandum of the transaction. 

Exigendo, — ^The term exigenda was applied in the English 
Courts of the time to the condition of one who being five times 
called upon in open court to appear, and having failed to do so, 
became liable to be proclaimed an outlaw. 
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^f)t BttoxOi Hettets patent of Htng 
Sfames I. 

^Iiril 8tli, tots. 

I AMES, by the Grace of God, of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
XTO 311 to whom these present Letters Patent shall 
come ; Greeting. TSSlbCVC^S our Borough of Staflford, 
in the County of Stafford, is an ancient and very populous Borough, 
and the Burgesses of the same Borough from a time of the contrary 
of which the memory of man does not exist, have had, used, and 
enjoyed divers liberties, franchises, immunities, and distinctions, aB 
well by our Charters of divers of our progenitors and predecessors, 
late Kings and Queens of England, to them and their predecessors 
granted and confirmed, sometimes by the name of Burgesses of 
Stafford, sometimes by the name of Burgesses of the Borough of 
Stafford, and sometimes by the name of Burgesses of the Town of 
Stafford, and sometimes by the name of Bailiffs and Burgesses of 
the Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, and by other 
names heretofore made, granted, or confirmed, as also by means o' 
divers prescripts, uses, and customs in the same Borough used and 

Uttterie ^HitnitB ^ecunbee ^t^iii 
Jatol)i ^^rimi, annt buoliecimu 

VCOBUS, Dei Gratia, Anglie, Scotie, Francie, et Hibemie, Rex, 
Fidei Defensor, &c. ^tttnibUB ad quos presentes Littere 
pervenerint; Salutem. CUItt Burgus noster de Staffordia 
in Comitatu nostra Staffordie sit Burgus antiquus et populosus, ac 
Burgenses Burgi illlius a tempore (cujus contrarij memoria hominum 
non existit), diversas Libertates, Franchesieus, Immunitates et Pre- 
eminentia habuerunt, et usi et gavisi fuerunt, tarn per chartas nostras et 
diversorum progenitorum et predecessorum n'rum nuper Begum et 
Beginarum Anglie eis et Predecessoribus suis quandoque per nomen 
Burgensium de Staffordia et quandoque per nomen Burgensium Burgi 
de Staffordia, et quandoque per nomen Burgensium Ville de Staffordia 
et quandoque per nomen Ballivorum et Burgensium Burgi de Staffordia, 
in Comitatu Staffordie, ac per alia nomina antehao factas, concessas, 
sive confirmatas quam etiam. ratione diversarum Prescriptionum, usuum 
et consuetudinum in eodem B*go usitatarum et consuetarum. Cumque 
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practised. HUt) WbCtC^ we, by our Letters Patent sealed under 
our Great Seal of England, bearing date at Westminster, the 27th 
day of March, in the third year of our reign over England, France, 
and Ireland, willed, granted, and declared that the Burgesses 
and inhabitants of the Borough aforesaid by what name or names 
before that time they were incorporated or whether before that time 
they were lawfully incorporated or not, then afterwards for ever, with- 
out any question or ambiguity to be made thereof, that they should be 
and continue One Body Corporate and Politic in substance, deed, 
and name, by the name of Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough of 
Stafford, in the County of Stafford, and that they by the name of 
Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the County of 
Stafford, be One Body Corporate and Politic in substance, deed, and 
name, really and to the full for us our heirs and successors we 
erected, made, ordained, constituted, created, confirmed, ratified, 
and declared by the same our Letters Patent. And that by the 
same name they might have a perpetual succession. And further by 
the same our Letters Patent we have given, granted, and confirmed 
to the aforesaid Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford 
divers liberties, franchises, immunities, privileges, authorities, and 
distinctions in the same Letters Patent mentioned and expressed, to 
such an extent as by the same our Letters Patent, is more fully 
manifest and apparent. Hut) WbCtCHS we are informed that 

nos per Litteras n*ras patentee magno Sigillo n*ro Anglie sigillatas 
gerentes Datum apud Westmonasteriimi 27mo. die Martii anno Begni 
nostri Anglie, Francie, et Hibemie tertio. Voluerimus concesserimuB et 
declaraverimuB quod B'genses et Inhabitantes B'gi p*dicti per quod- 
cnnque nomen aive nomina antehac incorporati fuissent et sive antehac 
legitime incorporati fuissent, sive non, tunc de cetero in perpetuum sine 
ulla questione sea ambiguitate ad inde fienda essent et forent unum 
Corpus Gorporatum et politicum in re facto et nomine per nomen 
Ballivonim et B'gensium B'gi de Stafford in comitatu Staffordie; et eos 
per nomen Ballivorum et B'gensium B'gi de Stafford in comitatu 
Staffordie unum Corpus Corporatum et politicum in re facto et nomine, 
realiter et ad plenum, pro nobis, heredibus et 8ucc*bus n'ris erezerimus, 
fecerimuB ordinaverimus, constituerimus, creaverimus, confirmaverimus, 
ratifioaverimus et declaraverimus per easdem Litteras n*ras patentee. Et 
quod per idem nomen haberent successionem perpetuam. Et ulterius 
per easdem Litteras n'ras patentes dederimus, concesserimus et con- 
firmaverimus prefatis Ballivis ut B'gensibus B'gi de Stafford diversas 
Libertates, Franchesias, Immunitates, Privilegia, Authoritates et Pre- 
eminentia in eisdem Litteris patentibus mentionatas et expresseus prout 
per easdem Litteras n'ras patentes plenius liquet et apparet. Cumque 
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certain varianoeB and inconvenienoes have lately arisen in the same 
Borough for the reason that the principal Officers (that is to say) 
two Bailiffs of the same Borough by our aforesaid Letters Patent, 
having equal authority for the rule and government of the same 
Borough in the execution of their offices, are sometimes at variance, 
that thereupon divers controversies and factions have grown and 
hereafter are likely to grow. HUt) WbCtCHB also certain other 
defects, ambiguities, and inconveniences in the aforesaid Letters 
Patent are found, which may greatly hinder the public good and profit 
of the Borough aforesaid and the good order and government 
thereof. Htlt) WbCtCHS thereupon as well the said Bailiffs and 
Burgesses as other Burgesses and inhabitants of the said Borough 
have accordingly most humbly sued unto us, that we would be 
pleased to shew and extend to the said Bailiffs and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Stafford aforesaid our Boyal grace and favour in that 
behalf. And that we would vouchsafe to be pleased to make, order, 
constitute, reduce, and create anew the Bailiffs and Burgesses and 
other the inhabitants of the Borough aforesaid by whatever names 
or name beforetime they were incorporated, or whether beforetime 
they were incorporated or not, to be a New Body Politic and 
Corporate by the name of A^^SO^ dltb XWVQCSSCS of the*Borough 
of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, with supplement and amend- 
ment of the defects aforesaid and with addition of certain liberties, 



nos informamur Qnod quedam variancie et inconveniencie in eodem B*go 
nuper orte sunt pro eo quod prlncipales officiarii videlicet duo Ballivi 
ejuBdem B'gi per p*dictas Litteras n'ras patentes pro gubematione et 
re gi mine ejusdem B'gi equalem authoritatem habeutes in executione 
officiorum euorum aliquando sunt contrarii et exinde diverse lites et 
factiones accreverunt et imposterum accrescere poterint. Cumque etiam 
quedam alia defecta, ambiguitates, et inconvenientia in p'dictis litteris 
patentibus invenientur que publicum bonum et emolumentum B'gi p'dicti 
ac bonum regimen et gubemationem ejusdem valde impediunt. Cumque 
superinde tarn p'dicti Ballivi et B'gensi quam alii B'genses et Inhabitantes 
B'gi p'dicti, nobis humiUime supplicaverunt quatenus nos eisdem Ballivis 
et B'gensibus B'gi de Stafford p'dicti gratiam et munificentiam n'ram 
regiam in hac parte exhibere et extendere velimus quodque nos Ballivos 
et B'genses ac alii inhabitantes p'dicti B'gi per quecunque nomina sen 
per quodcunque nomen incorporationis antehac fuerunt et utrum antehac 
incorporati fuerunt, sive non, in unum novum corpus corporatimi et 
politicum per nomen Majoris et B'gensium B'gi de Stafford in comitatu 
Staffordie, facere, ordinare, constituere, redigere et de novo creare, 
dignaremur cum supplemento et emendatione defectorum predictorum 
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jurisdictions, and privileges as to us shall seem the more fit and 
expedient. XfHC tbCtCtOtet bCttlQ VdUUiQ that all and all manner 
of controversies, donbts, and questions in the premises may utterly 
be taken away, and that for ever hereafter in the same Borough con- 
tinually may be had one certain and undoubted manner of and for 
the keeping of our peace and the good government and ruling of our 
people there and of others thither resorting. And that the Borough 
aforesaid for ever hereafter may be and remain a Borough of peace 
and quietness, to the dread and terror of evildoers and for the 
reward of them that do well, and that our peace and other deeds of 
justice may be there preserved without further delay, and hoping 
that if the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their 
successors shall by our ampler grant be able to enjoy honours, 
liberties, and privileges that then they will feel themselves to be 
more specially and strongly bound to services which they may be 
able to devote and exhibit to us our heirs and successors ; of our 
special grace, certain knowledge, and pure motive, we have willed, 
ordained, constituted, declared, and granted and by these presents 
for us our heirs and successors do will, ordain, constitute, declare, 
and grant that the said Borough of Stafford, in the aforesaid County 
of Stafford, for the future may and shall be a free Borough of itself, 
and that the Bailiffs and Burgesses of that Borough and also all and 
singular Burgesses and inhabitants of the same Borough (by what- 

ac cum additione quanmdem libertatum jurisdiotionum et privilegiorum 
prout nobis melius fieri et fore videbitur. I^OB f^ftut t^OlClttCB quod 
omnia et omnimodas Utes, dubia, et questiones in premissis penitus 
toUantur, quodque de cetero imperpetuum in eodem B*go continuo 
habeatur unus certus et indubitatus modus de et pro custodia pads 
n*r8e ac bono regimine et gubematione populi ibidem et aliorum illuc 
confluentium et quod B*gus p'dictus de cetero imperpetuum sit et 
permaneat B^gus pacis et quietis ad formidinem et terrorem malorum 
delinquentium et in premium bonorum et quod pax n*ra ceteraque facta 
Justicie ibidem absque ulteriori dilatione serventur; sperantesque quod 
si Ballivi et B'genses B'gi p*dicti et successores sui ampUoribus ex con- 
oessione n'ra gaudere poterint honoribus, libertatibus et Privilegiis tunc 
ad servicia qui poterint nobis heredibus et succ^bus n*ris impendendis et 
exhibendis specialius fortiusque sentiant se obHgatos. De gratie n*ra 
speoiali ac ex certa scientia et mere motu n*ris, voluimus, ordinavimus, 
constituimus et conoessimus ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus et 
succbus. n*ris volumus ordinamus, constituimus, dedaramus, et con- 
oedimus; Quod dictus B*guB de Stafford in p'dicto oomitatu Staffordie 
de cetero sit et erit liber B*gus de se, et quod Ballivi et B'genses B'gi 
iUius nee non omnes et singuli B'genses et Inhabitantes ejusdem B'gi 
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ever name or names they or their predecessors previously have been 
incorporated or whether they hava been previously incorporated or 
not) and their successors for ever hereafter may and shall be, by 
force of these presents, One Body Corporate and Politic in substance, 
deed, and name, by the name of /|>aSOt an& XViXQCSSCB Of tbC 

JSotouob ot Stafford in tbe Count? ot Stafford and 

by the name of Mayor and Burgesses of this Borough of Stafford, in 
the County of Stafford, we do erect, make, ordain, constitute, create, 
confirm, ratify, and declare them One Body Corporate and Politic in 
substance, deed, and name, really and to the full, for us, our heirs 
and successors, by these presents, and that by the same name they 
may have a perpetual succession, and that they, by the name of 
Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the County of 
Stafford, are and shall be for ever in all time to come persons able 
and in the law capable of having, purchasing, receiving, possessing, 
enjoying, and retaining lands, tenements, liberties, privileges, juris- 
dictions, franchises, and hereditaments whatsoever, of whatever 
kind, name, nature, quality, or species they shall be, for themselves 
and their successors in fee and perpetuity, or for the term of a year 
or years, or otherwise, in any way whatever. Hnt> also goods and 
chattels and other things whatsoever, of whatever kind, name, 
nature, quality, or species they shall be, and also to give, grant, 
demise, alienate, assign, and dispose lands, tenements, and heredita- 

per qnodcunque nomen sive per quecunque nomina ipsi vel Predecessores 
sui antehac incori)orati fuerint et sive antehac incorporati fueiint sive 
non, et succeBSores sui de cetero imperpetuum sint et erunt vigore 
presentium imum corpus corporatum et politicum in le facto et nomine 

per nomen AaJotiB et JS'^etiBium J9'0i be Stattot^) in comitatu 

StaKOt{)fC et eos per nomen Majormn et B'gensinm B'gi de Stafford in 
comitatu StafTordie unum corpus corporatum et politicum in re facto et 
nomine realiter et ad plenum pro nobis heredibus et succ'bus nVis 
erigimus, facimus, ordinamus, constituimus, creamus, confirmamus, rati- 
ficamus et declaramus per presentes et quod per idem nomen habeant 
successionem perpetuam et quod ipsi per nomen Majoris et B'gensium 
B'gi de Stafford in comitatu Staffordie sint et erunt perpetuis futuris 
temporibuB Persone habiles et in lege capaces ad habendum, perqui- 
rendum, recipiendum, possidendum, gaudendum, et retinendum Terras, 
tenementa, Libertates, Privilegia, Jurisdictiones, Franchesias et Heredita- 
menta quecunque cujuscunque generis, nominis, nature, qualitatis, vel 
speciei fuerint, sibi et succ'bus suis in Feodo et perpetuitate sive pro 
termino anni vel annorum aut aliter quecunque mode, oxi eciam Bona 
et Catalla et quascunque alias res cujuscunque generis, nominis, nature, 
qualitatis, vel speciei fuerint: neo non ad dandum, concedendum, dimit- 
tenduna alienandum, assignandum et disponendum, terras, tenementa, 
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ments, and for all and singular other acts and things to be done and 
executed by the name aforesaid, and that by the same name of 
Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the County of 
Stafford, they may be qualified and able to plead and be impleaded, 
to answer and to be answered, to defend and be defended in any 
courts, places, and before any judges and justices and other persons 
and officers whatever acting for us our heirs and successors in 
all and singular actions, pleas, suits, plaints, causes, matters, and 
demands whatsoever, of whatever kind, name, nature, quality, or 
species, they may or shall be, in the same manner and form, to the 
same extent as any other our lieges of this our Edngdom of England, 
are enabled or in law capable, or any other body corporate and 
politic, within our Kingdom of England, may be able and qualified to 
have, purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, retain, give, grant, demise, 
alien, assign, and dispose, plead and be impleaded, answer and be 
answered, defend and be defended, do, permit, or execute. And 
they may have for ever a Common Seal to serve for transacting any 
whatever their causes and transactions and those of their successors. 
And that it may and shall be quite lawful for the same Mayor and 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors, of their 
will and pleasure from time to time, to break, alter, and make anew 
that seal from time to time at their pleasure, to such an extent as 
they may think proper. And further, we will, and by these presents 



hereditamenta, et ad omnia et singula alia facta et res faciendas et 
exequendas per nomen p'dictum et quod per idem nomen Majoris et 
B'gensium B'gi de Stafford in comitatu Staffordie placitare et implacitari, 
respondere et responderi, defendere et defendi, valeant et possint in 
quibuBCunque curiis placeis, et locis ac coram quibnscunqne JudicibuB 
et Judiciariis; ac aliis personis et officiariis n'ris Heredum et succ'ormn 
n'rorum in omnibus et singulis actionibus, Placitis, Sectis Querelis, 
Causis, materiis et Demandis; quibuscunque cujuscunque sint aut erunt 
generis, nominis, nature, qualitatis, sive speciei eisdem modo et forma, 
prout aliqui alii Ligei n*ri hujus Regni n*ri Anglid persone habiles et 
in lege capaces, sive aliquod aliud corpus corporatum et politicum, infra 
regnrnn n'rum Anglie habere, perquirere, recipere, possidere, gaudere, 
retinere, dare, concedere, dimittere, alienare, assignare et disponere, 
placitare, et implacitari, respondere et responderi, defendere et defendi, 
facere, permittere, sive exequi possint et valeant; et quod habeant im- 
perpetuum Commune Sigillum pro causis et negotiis suis et succ'orum 
suorum quibuscunque agendis serviturum. Et quod bene liceat et licebit 
eisdem Majoris et B'gensibus p'dictis et succ^bus suis Sigillum illud ad 
libitum Buum de tempore in tempus frangere, mutare, et de novo facere, 
prout eis melius fieri videbitur. Bt UltCtfUB VOlumUB ac per presentes 
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for us, oar heirs and successors, do grant and ordain That hereafter 
for ever there may and shall be, within the Borough aforesaid, one of 
the more worthy and discreet Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid to 
be elected in the form mentioned below in these letters, who shall 
be and shall be called Mayor of the Borough aforesaid. And 
likewise that there may and shall be within the said Borough ten 
men of the same Borough, to be chosen in the form also mentioned 
below in these presents, who may, shall be, and shall be called 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, and shall be (part) of the Common 
Council of the same Borough for the time being. And that there 
also may and shall be within the same Borough ten other men of 
the same Borough, to be chosen in the form mentioned below in the 
present letters, who may, shall be, and shall be called Chief 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, and shall be from time to time 
assistants and aids to the Mayor and Aldermen of the said Borough 
for the time being in all causes, things, matters, and transactions 
touching or concerning the said Borough. 'WUc Wfll BlBO and by 
these presents, for us our heirs and successors do grant that the 
said Mayor, Aldermen, and Chief Burgesses of the same Borough of 
Stafford, for the time being, may be, shall be, and shall be called the 
Common Council of that Borough for all things, causes, matters, 
acts, ordinances, and transactions of the Borough aforesaid or the 
rule and government thereof, and touching or concerning the public 
profit and convenience of the same Borough, and the inhabitants 

pro nobis heredibns et succ'bus n'ris concedimus et ordinamus Quod de 
cetero imperpetunm sit et erit infra B'gum p'dictum unus de probioribns 
et discretioribns B'gensium B'gi p'dicti in .forma inferius in hijs pre- 
sentibus mentionata eligendus qui erit et nominabitur Major B'gi p'dicti. 
Quodque similiter sint et erunt infra B'gum p'dictum decern viri ejusdem 
B'gi in forma etiam inferius in hijs presentibus mentionata eligendi qui 
sint, erunt et vocabuntur Aldermanni B'gi p'dicti et erunt de communi 
concilio ejusdem B'gi pro tempore existente quodque eciam sint et 
erunt infra eundem B'gum decem alii viri ejusdem B'gi, in forma etiam 
inferius in presentibus mentionata eUgendi, qui sint, erunt, et vocabuntur 
Capitales B'genses B'gi p'dicti et erunt de tempore in tempus assistentes 
et auxiliantes Majori et Aldermannis dictis B'gi pro tempore existentibus 
in omnibus causis, rebus, materiis et negotiis dicti B'gi tangentibus sive 
Goncernentibus. tilOlumtId CCiam ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus 
et succ'bus n'ris concedimus quod p'dicti Major, Aldermanni et Capitales 
B'genses ejusdem B'gi de Stafford pro tempore ezistentes, sint, erunt, 
et vocabuntur commune conciliimi B'gi illius pro omnibus rebus, causis 
materiis, actionibus, ordinationibus, et negotiis B'gi p'dicti aut regimen 
et gubemationem inde ac publicam utilitatem et conmiodum ejusdem 
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thereof from time to time, to be done or executed for the better 
government and rule of the inhabitants and causes, things, and 
transactions of the said Borough and the liberties of the same. Htll) 
fyXVtbCtf we will, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and 
successors, do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid and to their successors that the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or 
the greater part of them (of whom we will that the Mayor 0£ 
the Borough aforesaid for the time being be one), upon public 
summons thereupon to be made, may and shall have full power, 
faculty, and authority, to assemble from time to time in any 
convenient place within the said Borough, and there to frame, 
constitute, ordain, make, and establish, from time to time, any 
laws, statutes, constitutions, decrees, and ordinances, valid in 
writing whatsoever, which to them, or the greater part of 
them (of whom we will the Mayor for the time being shall 
be one), shall seem to be good, wholesome, profitable, honest, 
and necessary, according to their sound discretion, for the 
better rule and government of the Borough aforesaid, and 
all and singular officers, ministers, artificers, inhabitants, and 
residents whatsoever within the Borough aforesaid, and the 
liberties of the same for the time being and for declaring 
how and in what order the aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, 

B'gi et Inhabitantefi inde de tempore in tempus tangentibus sive con- 
cementibus faciendum et exequendmn pro meliori gabematlone et regimine 
Inhabitantium ac cansarum renmi et negotiorom dicti B*gi et Libertatium 
ejusdem. JGt UltCtfUB VOlUlllUB ac per presentes pro nobis, heredibus 
et succ'bus n*ri8 ooncedimus prefatis Majori et B'gensibus B*gi p'dicti 
et sncc'bus suis, quod Major, Aldermanni et capitales B'genses B*gi 
p*dicti pro tempore ezistentes vel major pars eorum (quorum Major 
B*gi p*dicti pro tempore existens unum esse volumus) super summonitio- 
nem publicam inde fiendam habeact et habebunt plenam potestatem, 
facultatem, et authoritatem in aliquo loco convenienti infra B'gnm 
p*dictum de tempore in tempus assemblandum et ibidem condendum, 
constituendam, ordinandum, faciendum, et stabiliendum de tempore in 
tempus Leges, Statute, Gonstitutiones, Decreta, et Ordinationes ration* 
abilia in scriptis quecnnque que eis et majori parti eorundem (quorum 
Major pro tempore existens unum esse volumus) bona, salubria, utilia, 
honesta, et necessaria, juxta eorum sanas discretiones fore videbuntur 
pro bono regimine et gubematione B*gi p'dicti ac omnium et singulorum 
Officiarum, Mrnistronun, Artificum, Inhabitantium et Besidentium quo- 
rumcunque infra B*gum p'diotum ac libertates ejusdem pro tempore 
ezistentes ac pro deolaratione quo modo et ordine iidem Major, Aldermanni, 
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and Chief Burgesses, and all and singular other officers, 
ministers, artificers, inhabitants, and residents within the 
Borough in their offices, functions, ministries, crafts, and 
businesses within the Borough aforesaid, and the liberties 
and precincts of the same for the time being, shall hold, bear, 
and use themselves for the further public good, common utility, 
and good regulation of the Borough aforesaid, and the victualing 
of the same and other affairs and causes whatsoever touching or 
in any way or concerning the said Borough. Htt& that the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
for the time being *or the greater part of them (of whom we 
will that the Mayor for the time being be one) as often as 
they shall make, frame, ordain, and establish in form aforesaid 
such laws, instructions, decrees, ordinances, and constitutions; 
then they shall be able to impose and assess such like reasonable 
pains, punishments, and penalties by imprisonment of their bodies 
or by fines and amercements or l?y both of them towards or upon 
offenders against such laws, decrees, ordinances, and constitutions 
or any of them as to the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Chief 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid for the time being or the 
greater part of them (of whom we will that the Mayor of the 
said Borough for the time being shall always be one) shall be 
thought the more necessary, fitting, and requisite for the observation 

et Oapitales B'genses ao omnes et singuli Offioiarii, Ministri, Artifices, 
Inhabitantes, et Besidentes infra B*gum p*dictum in officiis, Functionibus, 
Ministeriis, Artificibus et negotiis suis infra B'gum p'dictum ac libertates 
ao precincta ejusdem pro tempore existentibus sese habebunt, gerent et 
utentur pro ulteriori bono publico, commnni utilitate et bono regimine 
B*gi p*dicti victulatione ejusdem ao rebus et causis aliis quibuscunque 
B*gum p'dictum tangentibus sen quoque modo ooncementibus, quodque 
Major, Aldermanni et Gapitales B'genses B'gi p*dicti pro tempore ex- 
istentes, vel major pars eorundem (quorum Majorem pro tempore 
existentem unum esse volumus) quotiescunque hujusmodi Leges, 
Institutiones, Jura, ordinationes, et constitutiones, fecerint, condiderint, 
et ordinaverint vel stabiliverint in forma p*dicta hujusmodi et tales 
rationales penas, punitiones, et penalitates per imprisonamentum corporis 
vel per fines et amerciamenta vel per eorum utrumque erga et super 
omnes delinquentes contra hujusmodi leges, jura, ordinationes, et con- 
stitutiones, sive eorum aliquod, imponere et assidere possint, qualia et 
que eisdem Majori, Aldermannis, et Oapitalibus B'gensibus B'gi p*dicti 
pro tempore existentibus vel majori parti eorum (quorum Majorem 
ejusdem B'gi pro tempore existentem semper unum esse volumus) 
necessarium, opportimum, et requisitum pro observatione eorundem 
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of the same laws, ordinances, and constitutions they may then 
be able to make, ordain, limit, and provide and levy and have 
the same fines and amercements for the use of the aforesaid 
Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors, 
without hindrance from us our heirs or successors or any other 
officers or ministers, and without rendering any account thereof 
to us our heirs or successors. All and singular which laws, 
ordinances, rights, and constitutions so as beforementioned to be 
made, we will to be observed under the pains contained in the 
same. So however that the laws, ordinances, rights, institutes, 
and constitutions, imprisonments, fines, and -amercements of this 
kind be reasonable and are not repugnant nor contrary to the 
laws, statutes, customs, and rights of the Kingdom of England. 
And for the better execution of our will and grant in this behalf 
we have assigned, nominated, ordained, constituted, and made, 
and by these presents for us our heirs and successors do assign, 
nominate, create, constitute, and make our beloved Matthew 
Gradocke, Esq., to become and to be the first and present Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid, being willing that the said Matthew 
Gradocke shall remain and continue in the office of the said 
Mayor from the day of the date of these presents until the 
Monday next after the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist, 
which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand six 

Legum, ordinationum, et constitutionnm melius fore videbitur facere, 
ordinare, limitare et providere, ac eadem Fines et Amerciamenta levare 
et habere possint et valeant ad usum prefati Majoris et B'gensium B*gi 
p'dioti et succ'ormn Buorum absque impedimento n*ro, Heredum. vel 
BUGConim. n*ronim aut alicujus sive aliquorum Officiarum vel Ministro- 
rum n'rorum et absque aliquo compote n'ris heredibus seu succ'bus n'ris 
inde reddendo. Que omnia et singula Leges, Ordinationes, Jura, et 
Constitutiones sic (ut prefertur) fiendi, observari, volumus sub penis 
in eisdem continendis; Ita tamen quod hujusmodi Leges, Ordinationes, 
Jura, Institutiones, et Constitutiones, Imprisonamenta, fines, et Amercia- 
menta hujusmodi sint rationales et non sint repugnantes nee contraria 
Legibus, statutis, Gonsuetudinibus sive Juribus regni n'ri Anglie. Et pro 
meliori executione voluntatis et concessionis n're in hac parte assignavi- 
mus, nomiuavimus, creavimus, constituimus et fecimus ao per presentes 
pro nobis heredibus et succ'bus n'ris assignamus, nomiaamus, oreamua, 
constituimus, et facimus dilectum nobis Mathenm Gradocke Armigerum 
fore et esse primum et modemum Majorem B*gi p'dicti volentes quod 
idem Matheus Gradocke in officio Majoris B'gi p'dicti erit et continuabit 
a datum (dc) presentium usque diem Lune proximum post Festum S'ci 
Luce Evangeliste, quod erit in Anno Dom. millesimo sexcentesimo deoimo 
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hundred and fifteen, and from thence until such time as one 
other of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid shall he elected, 
constituted, and sworn to the said office of Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid in due manner according to the ordinances 
and provisions in these presents hereafter declared and expressed 
(if the same Matthew Cradocke shall live so long). We have 
also assigned and nominated, created and constituted, and by 
these presents for us our heirs and successors do assign, nominate, 
create, and constitute our beloved Richard Dorrington, Thomas 
Cradocke, John Austen, Edward Moreton, Francis Dorrington, 
William Moye, Bichard Drakeford, Stephen Winckle, Thomas 
Worswicke, and John Wilson to become and to be our first and 
present Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid to continue in the 
same offices during their natural lives (unless in the meantime 
for their bad government or misconduct in respect of it or for 
some other valid cause they or any of them shall be removed 
from those offices or any one or more of them shall be so 
removed). Slt& fttttbCtt we have assigned, nominated, and 
constituted and. made, and by the present (letters) for us our 
heirs and successors do assign, nominate, constitute, and make 
our beloved John Lutterford, William Smith, Robert Smith, 
Nicholas Woodhouse, John Lees, Arthur Hill, Thomas Smith, 
James Wilson, William Waltho, and Hugh Hamersley to become 



qtiinto et exinde quousque unus alius de Aldermanni B'gi p'dicti in 
officium Majoris B'gi p'dicti debito modo electus prefectas et jnratus 
fuerit secundum ordinationem et provisionem in his presentibus inferius 
expressas et declaratas si idem Matheus Cradooke tarn diu vixerit 
assignavimus eciam et nominavimus, creavimus et constituimus ao per 
presentes pro nobis heredibus n'ris et succ'bus nMs assignamus, nominamus 
creamuB et constituimus dilectos nobis Bichardum Dorrington, Thomcmi 
Cradocke, Johannem Austen, Edwardum Moreton, Franciscum Dorrington, 
Willm. Moye, Bichardum Drakeford, Stephanum Winckle, Thomam Wors- 
wicke, et Johannem Wilson fore et esse primes et modernos Aldermannos 
B'gi p'dicti continuendum in eisdem officiis durantibus vitis suis naturalibus, 
nisi interim pro mala gubematione sive male se gerendi in ea parte aut pro 
aiiqua causa rationabili ab officio iUo amoti erunt aut eorum aliqui vel 
aliquis amotus erit vel amoti erunt. JEt UltCCfUB assignavimus, nominavi- 
mus, et constituimus, et fecimus, ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus et 
succ'bus n'ris assignamus, nominamus, constituimus et faoimus dilectos 
nobis Johannem Lutterford, Willielmum Smyth, Robertum Smyth, 
Nicolaum Woodhouse, Johannem Lees, Arthurum Hi ll, Thomam Smyth, 
Jaoobum Wilson, WiUielmum Waltho, et Hugonem Hamersley, fore et esse 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 Lettebs Patent of Jameb I. 

and to be our first and present Chief Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid, to continue in the same offices during their natural 
lives (unless in the meantime for their bad government or mis- 
conduct in that behalf or for any other valid cause they or any 
of them shall be removed from those offices). Hn& tUttbCt» 
we will and by the present (letters) for us our heirs and successors 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors that the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Chief Burgesses of the same Borough for the time being or 
the greater part of them (of whom we will that the Mayor of 
the Borough aforesaid for the time being be one) may and 
shall have full power and authority upon the Monday next after 
the feast of St. Luke, which shall be in the year of our Lord 
one thousand six hundred and fifteen, and so thenceforward for 
ever, annually, and in every year upon the Monday next after 
the said feast of Saint Luke the Evangelist to meet and assemble 
in some convenient place within the said Borough, and there 
they may be able and qualified to elect and nominate one of the 
AldiBrmen of the Borough aforesaid to become and be Mayor of 
the said Borough for one whole year then next following. Httt) 
that he, after he shall have been so as beforementioned nominated 
and elected as Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, before he be 
admitted to execute that office, shall take his personal oath before 



primoB et modemos Gapitales B'genses B'gi p'dicti coutinuendum in iisdem 
officiis durantibus vitis suis naturalibus nisi interim pro mala gubematione 
aut pro mala (sic) se gerendi in ea parte aut pro aliqua causa rationabili ab 
officiis Ulis amovebuntiir aut eorum aJiquis vel aliqui amovebuntur vel 
amovebitur. £t UltCtiUB VOlUmUB ao per presentes pro nobis heredibus 
et suoc'bus n'ris concedimus prefatis Majori Aldermannis et B'gensibus B'gi 
p'dicti et suoc'bus suis quod Major Aldermanni et Gapitales B'genses 
ejusdem B'gi pro tempore existentes vel major pars eorundem (quorum 
Major B'gi p'dicti pro tempore existens uuum esse volumus) plenam habeant 
et habebunt potestatem et authoritatem in die Lune proximo sequente post 
Festum S'd. Luce Evangeliste quod erit in anno domini millesimo 
sexcentisimo decimo quinto et sic deinceps imperpetuum annuatim et 
quolibet anno in die Lune prox. sequente post Festum S'ci Luce Ev£uigeliste 
in aliquo loco convenienti infra B'gum p'dictum convenire et assemblare et 
ibidem eligere et nominare possint et valeant unum de Aldermannis B'gi 
p*dicti fore et esse Major dicti B'gi pro uno anno integro ex tunc proximo 
sequente quodque ille postquam sic ut prefertur nominatus et electus fuerit 
in Majorem B'gi p'dicti antequam ad officium iUud exequendum admittatur 
Sacramentum Corporale coram ultimo Majore predecessor e suo in presencia 
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the last Mayor, his predecessor, in the presence of the said Aldermen 
and Chief Burgesses, or of as many of them as shall have heen 
willing to take part, to execute that office rightly, well, and 
faithfully in all and through all things touching that said office, 
and that he so elected, after an oath of this kind so taken as 
aforesaid, shall be capable and enabled to execute the office of Mayor 
of the Borough af oresaid . f or one whole year then next following, 
and thenceforward until one other shall have been in due manner 
elected, appointed, and sworn to that office according to the 
ordinances and provisions expressed and declared in these presents. 
Hn& fttttbCtt yOC will and by these presents for us our heirs 
and successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses 
of the Borough aforesaid and to their successors that if at any 
time hereafter the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time 
being within one year after that he shall have been appointed 
and sworn to the office of the Mayoralty of the Borough aforesaid 
as above mentioned shall happen to die, that then and as often 
as it shall occur it may and shall be quite lawful for the Aldermen 
and Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid for the time being 
to assemble themselves, or the greater part of them, within eight 
days then next following the death of that Mayor in any convenient 
place within the aforesaid Borough, and there to elect, nominate, 
and appoint one worthy and suitable man from the aforesaid 
Aldermen of the aforesaid Borough for the time being as Mayor 



p'dictorum Aldermannorum et Capitalium B'gensium vel tot eorum qui ad 
tunc interesse voluerint ad officium illud recte bene et fideliter in omnibus 
et per onmia officio illo tangentia exequendum prestabit. Et quod iUe sic 
electus post hujusmodi sacramentum sic ut prefertur prestitum officium 
Majoris B*gi d*dicti pro uno anno integro proximo sequente exequi valeat et 
posait et ezmde quousque unus alius ad officiiun iUud debito modo electus 
prefectuB et juratus fuerit secundum ordinationes et provisiones in hijs 
presentibus ezpressas et declaratas. JEt UltCtiUB VOlumUB ac per 
presentes pro nob. heredib. et succ'bus n'ris concedunus prefatis Majori et 
B'gensibus B'gi p*dicti et succ'bus suis quod si contigerit Major B'gi p*dicti 
pro tempore existens aliquo tempore imposterum infra imurn annum post- 
quam ad officium Majoralitatis B'gi p'dicti ut prefertur prefectus et juratus 
fuerit obire. Quod tunc et toties bene liceat et licebit p'dictis Aldermannis 
et GapitalibuB B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti pro tempore existentibus semet (sic) 
vel eonun majorem paxtem infra octo dies tunc proxsequentes ipsius 
Majoris mortem assemblare in aliquo loco conviente infra B'gum p'diclium 
et ibidem eligere, nominare, et preficere nnum probum et idoneum verum de 
p'dictis Aldermannis B'gi p'dicti pro tempore existentibus in Majorem et 
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and for Mayor of the Borough aforesaid in place of the same 
Mayor so dead, and that he so elected and appointed to the office 
of the Mayoralty shall take a personal oath before such Aldermen 
and Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid for the time being 
as shall then be present in any convenient place within the Borough 
aforesaid to be limited and assigned to that office, to execute 
rightly, well, and faithfully in and through all things pertaining 
to that office, and that after such Oath so taken he may have 
and execute the office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid during 
the remainder of the same year and thence forward until one 
other of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid shall be duly 
elected and sworn to that office and so as often as the case shall 
so occur. And if it shall happen that the Aldermen of the said 
Borough or any of them die or be removed from that office (which 
Aldermen indeed and any of them not conducting themselves or 
himself properly, or for any other valid cause, we will shall be 
removable at the good pleasure of the Mayor and the rest of 
the Aldermen and Chief Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough for 
the time being or the greater part of them), that then and every 
time it may and shall be quite lawful for the aforesaid Mayor 
and Aldermen then surviving and remaining and the Chief 
Burgesses of the aforesaid Borough or the greater part of the 
same to elect, nominate, and appoint one or more other of the 



pro Majore B'gi p'dicti in lociun ipsius Majoris sic mortui. Et quod ille in 
offioium Majoralitati^ sic electus et prefectus Sacramentum Corporale 
coram hujusmodi Aldermannis et Capitalium B'gensium B'gi p'dicti pro 
tempore existentibus qui tunc presentes fuerint in aliquo looo conveniente 
infra B*gum p'dictum limitandmn et assignandum ad offioium illud recte 
bene et fideliter in omnibus et per omnia officio illo tangentia exequendum 
prestabit et quod post hujusmodi sacramentum sic prestitum officium 
Majoris B*gi p'dicti babeat et exerceat durante residue ejusdem anni et 
exinde quosque unus alius de Aldermannis B'gi p'dicti in officium illud 
debito modo electus et juratus fuerit. Et sic tocius (sic) quocies casus sic 
acciderit. Et si contigerit Aldermannis B'gi p'dicti aut eorum aliquem vel 
aliquos obiere (sic) vel ab officio illo amoveri quos quidem Aldermannos et 
eorum aliquem vel aliquos se in officio Ulo non bene gerentem vel gerentes 
aut pro aliqua alia causa rationabili ad bene placitum Majoris et ceterorum 
Aldermannorum et Capitalium B'gensium B'gi p'dicti pro tempore existen- 
tium vel majorem partem eorundem amobilem et amobiles esse volumus 
quod time et tocies bene liceat et llcebit prefatis Majori et Aldermannis tunc 
super viventibus et remanentibus et Capitalibus B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti vel 
majori parti eorundem unum alimn vel plures alios de magis probioribus et 
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more worthy and discreet Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid to 
the office or offices of Alderman or Aldermen of the same Borough 
in the place or places of that Alderman or those Aldermen so 
dead or removed to complete the aforesaid number of the said 
ten Aldermen of the Borough of Sta.fford aforesaid, and so from 
time to time as often as the case shall so occur, and that whatever 
person or persons so nominated and elected to be nominated and 
elected to the office or offices of Alderman or Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid may and shall take and proffer personal oath 
before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, 
and as many of the Common Council of the same Borough as 
shall be willing to be present, to execute that office of Alderman 
in and through all things well and faithfully, and if it should 
occur that the Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid for the 
time being or any of them die or be removed from his or their 
office (which Chief Burgesses indeed or any of them not conducting 
themselves or himself properly, or for any other valid cause, we 
will shall be removable at the good pleasure of the Mayor and 
the rest of the Aldermen and Chief Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being or the greater part of them) that 
then and every time it may and shall be quite lawful for the 
aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, and Chief Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid at that time surviving and remaining or the greater 

discretioribuB B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti ad officium sive officia Aldermanni vel 
Aldeimannorum ejusdem B'gi eligere, nominare, et preficere loco sive locis 
ipsiuB Aldeimaimi vel ipsorum Aldermannorum sic mortui vel amoti, 
mortuormu vel amotorum ezistens vel existentes ad complendum p'dictuin 
•numerum dictorum decern Aldermannorum B'gi de Stafford p'dicti. Et sic 
de tempore in tempus tocies quociea casus sic accident. Et quod quelibet 
persona et persone sic nominate et electe nominande et eligende ad officium 
vel officia Aldermanni et Aldermannorum B'gi p'dicti Sacramentnm 
Corporale capiat et prestabit capiant et prestabunt coram Majore B'gi 
p'dicti pro tempore existent! ac tot de communi consilio ejusdem B'gi qo^ 
interesse voluerint ad officium illud Aldermanni in omnibus et per omnia 
bene et fideliter exequendum. Et si contigerit Capitales B'genses B'gi 
p'dicti pro tempore existentes aut eorum aliquem vel aliquos obire aut ab 
officio et loco suo amoveri (quos quidem Capitales B'genses et eorum 
aliquem vel aliquos se in officio illo non bene gerentem vel gerentes aut pro 
aliqua alia causa rationabili ad bene placitum Majoris Aldermannorum et 
residui Capitalium B'gensium B'gi p'dicti vel majoris partis eorundem 
amobilem et amobiles esse volumus). Quod tunc et tocies bene liceat et 
Ucebit prefatis Majori Aldermannis et Capitalibus B'gensibus B'gi p'dicti ad 
tunc Buperviventibus et remanentibus vel majori parti eorundem unum 
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part of the same to elect and nominate and appoint one or 
more other of the more worthy and discreet men, inhabitants, 
and residents in the Borough aforesaid to the office or offices of 
Chief Bnrgess of the same Borough in the place or places of 
him or them so dead or removed to complete the number of 
the aforesaid ten Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, and 
so from time to time as often as the case shall so occur, and that 
whatever person and persons so nominated and elected to be 
nominated and elected to the office or offices of Chief Burgess 
or Chief Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid shaU take and proffer 
personal oath before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time being to exercise and execute that office well and 
faithfully, and that after such Oath so taken he or they may 
have and exercise that office as long as he or they conduct them- 
selves well. Hn& turtber, we will and by the present (letters) 
for us our- heirs and successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor 
and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors 
that if it should happen that the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid 
for the time being labour under sickness that he cannot attend 
to the necessary business of the Borough aforesaid, or for any 
valid cause do leave the Borough aforesaid, that then and every 
time it may and shall be quite lawful for the Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid for the time being so labouring under sickness 



alimu vel plures alios de magis probioribus et discretioribus inhabitantiom 
et residentium in B*go p*dicto ad officium aive officia Capitalium B'gensimn 
ejusdem B'gi eligere et nominare ac preficere loco sive locis ipsius vel 
ipsorum sic mortui vel amoti mortuorum vel amotorum existentis vel 
existentium ad complendum nnmerum p*dictorum decern Capitalium 
B'gensium B*gi p*dicti et sic de tempore in tempus tocies quocies casus sic 
accident. Et quod quelibet persona et persone sic nominate et electe, 
nominande et eligende, ad Officium vel Officia Capitalis B'gensis vel 
Capitalium B'gensium B*gi p*dicti Sacramentum Corporale oapiet et 
prestabit, capient et prestabunt coram Majori B'gi p*dicti pro tempore 
existent! ad officium illud bene et fideliter exercendum et exequendum. Et 
quod post hujusmodi sacramentum sic prestitum officium illud habeat et 
exerceat, habeant et exerceant, quam diu in officio iUo se bene gesserit vel 
gesserint. J£t UltCtUXB VOlUtltUB ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus et 
Bucc'bus n*ris concedimus prefatis Majori et B*gensibus B'gi p'dicti et 
succ'bus suis Quod si contigerit Majorem B*gi p'dicti pro tempore 
existentem egritudine laborare quod necessarie negotia B*gi p'dicti attendere 
non potent aut B'gum (sic) p'dictum pro aliqua causa rationabili egredi. — *»^ 
Quod tunc et tocies bene liceat et licebit Majori B'gi p'dicti pro temp. "S, 
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or being absent to make and constitute from time to time the 
one of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid who previously was 
Mayor of the same Borough or in defect of such Alderman who 
previously was Mayor of the same Borough, then one of the more 
experienced Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid to become and to be 
the deputy of that Mayor for the time being to continue in the 
same office of Deputy Mayor of the Borough aforesaid in the 
necessary absence or sickness of such Mayor of the Borough afore- 
said for the time being during the good pleasure of that Mayor 
for the time being labouring under sickness or necessary absence, 
and that he so as before mentioned to be deputed and constituted 
as Deputy Mayor of the Borough aforesaid may be capable 
and able to do and execute all and singular those things which 
pertain and ought to pertain to be done and executed in the office 
of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, within the same Bor., 
during the sickness or necessary absence of such Mayor of the 
Bor. aforesaid, for the time being so as beforementioned, 
labouring under sickness or necessary absence, by virtue of these 
our Letters Patent thus fully and wholly, to the same extent as 
such Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid, for the time being, if he were 
present by any means, right, or title, would be capable and able to 
do and execute, his personal oath being first taken on the Holy 
Gospels of God to execute all and singular those things rightly and 
faithfully before the Mayor of the same Bor. for the time being 



ezistenti sic egritudine laboranti vel absent! fcu^ere et constituere de tempore 
in tempuB unum Aldermannor. B*gi p*di. qui preantea fuit Major eiusdem 
B'gl aut pro defectu hujusmodi Aldermanni qui preantea fait, Major ejusd. 
B'gi tunc tmum de antiquiorib. Ald'nis B*gi p*di fore et esse Deputatum 
ipsiuB Majoris pro temp, existentis, continuandum in eodem Officio 
Deputatum Majorem B*gi p'di, in neoessaria absencia vel egritudine talis 
Majoris B'gi p*di, pro temp.- existentis, durante beneplacito ipsius Majoris 
pro temp, existentes egritudine laborantis vel neoessaria absencia. Et 
quod iUe sic ut p'fertur in Deputatum Majoris B'gi p'di deputandum et 
oonstituendum ea omnia et singula que ad Officium Majoris B'gi p'di infra 
eundem B'gum pertinet et p'tinere debent faciendum et exequendum facere 
et exequi valeat et possit durante egritudine vel neoessaria absencia talis 
Majoris B'gi p'di pro temp, existentis, sic ut p'fertur egritudine laborante 
vel necess. absencia virtute harum Litterar. nostrar. patentium ad eo plene 
et integro prout talis Majoris B'gi p'di pro temp, existentis si presens esset 
aliquo modo jure seu titulo facere et exequi valeret et posset Sacramentum 
Corporaie supra (gic) Sacrosanctum Dei Evangelium ad ea omnia et singula 
recte et fideliter exequendum coram Majori ejusd. B'gi pro temp, existent! 
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or in the absence of the Mayor, before two of the Ald'men of 
the Bor. aforesaid, and so often as the case shall so occur. 
TODlC Will al0O, and by the present (letters) for us our heirs 
and successors do grant and ordain that our well-beloved and most 
faithful cousin and counsellor Henry Earl of Northampton, Lord 
Keeper of our privy seal, may and shall be High Steward of the 
aforesaid Bor. of Stafford, to continue in that office during the 
natural life of the same Eenry Earl of Northampton, and that after 
the death of the said Earl, the Mayor and Common Council of the 
said Bor. for the time being, or the greater part of the same, 
may be able and qualified to elect some suitable man on that behalf 
to the office of High Steward of the Bor. aforesaid, to continue 
in that office during the good pleasure of the Mayor and Common 
Council of the same Bor., or the greater part of the same. 
Hn& we tUttbet WtU, and by the present (letters) for us our 
heirs and successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses 
of the Bor. aforesaid and their successors that themselves and 
their successors may have in the aforesaid Borough of Stafford for 
ever one worthy and discreet man learned in the laws of England 
to be elected and nominated in the form expressed below who shall 
be and shall be called the Eecorder of the Bor. aforesaid, and 
we have assigned, constituted, nominated, and made, and by the 
present (letters) for us our heirs and successors do assign, 
nominate, constitute, and make our beloved Robert Aston, Esq., to 

vel in absencia Majoris coram duobus Aldermannor. B*gi p'di priua 
prestitum. Et sic tocies quocies casus sic acciderit. tilolumud CCfaitt ac 
per p'sentes pro nob. heredib. et succ^bus n'ris concedimus et ordinamus 
Quod predilectus et perquam fidelis Gonsanguineus et Consiliarius noster 
Henricus Comes Northampton Dominus Gustos privati Sigilli n*ri sit et erit 
Gapitalis SenesohalluB p'di B*gi de Stafford continuandum in officio illo 
durante vila naturali ipsius Henrici Comitis N'heonpton. Et quod post 
mortem ipsius Gomitis Major et Gommune Goncilium d'ti B*gi pro temp, 
existentes vel major pars eorundem de temp, in tempus aliquem in ea parte 
idoneum virum in Offic. Gapitalis Seneschalli B*gi p*di eligere possinJb et 
valeant continuand. in offic. illo durante beneplacito Majoris et Communis 
Gonoilii ejusd. B'gi vel majoris partis eorundem. £t UltetiU6 VOlUmUB 
ao per p'sentes pro nob. heredib. et suoc'bus n'ris concedimus p^fatis Majori 
et B'gensib. B'gi p'di et succ'bus suis. Quod ipsi et succ'res sui habeant in 
p'do B'go de Stafford, imperpetuum unum probnm et discretum virum in 
legibus Anglie eruditum in forma inferius expressa eligendum et nominandum 
qui erit et vooabitur Becordator B'gi p'di. Et assignavimus constituimus 
nominavimus et feoimus ac per p'sentes pro nob heredib. et suoc'bus n'ris, "^ 
assignamus, nominamus constituimus et facimus, delectum nobis Bobertum 
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become and to be the first and 'present Recorder of the Bor. of 
Stafford aforesaid to continue in that office daring the good pleasure 
of the Mayor and Common Council of the Bor. aforesaid for the 
time being or of the greater part of the same. And that the same 
Robert Aston, before he shall proceed to the execution of the office 
aforesaid shall take personal oath upon the Holy Gospels of God 
rightly, well, and faithfully to execute that office in and through all 
things pertaining thereto before the Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid 
for the time being. And that after the death or removal of the 
aforesaid Rob't Aston, which Rob't Aston indeed we will to be 
removeable from the office of Recorder of the Bor. aforesaid at 
the good pleasure of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Chief B'gesses of 
the Bor. aforesaid or the greater part of them for the time 
being, the Mayor, Aldermen, and the rest of the Common Council of 
that Bor. for the time being or the greater part of them within that 
Bor. for that purpose congregated and assembled in a convenient 
time after such Recorder's death or removal shall be capable and 
able to elect one other worthy and discreet man learned in the laws 
of England, from time to time as often as it shall seem to be 
necessary to them as beforementioned as Recorder of the Bor. 
, aforesaid, in place of the aforesaid Recorder, so dead or removed or 
retiring from that office ; to continue in that office during the good 
pleasure of the said Mayor, Ald'men and rest of the Common 



Aston armigerum fore et esse primum et modernum Becordatorem B'gi de 
Stafford p*di oontinuandum in Officio iUo durante beneplacito majoris et 
communis concilii B'gi p*di pro temp, existentiimi vel majoris partis 
eorundem. Et quod idem Robertas Aston antequam ad execationem officii 
p'di, processerit Sacramentom Corporale ad officio iUo recte bene et fideliter 
in o'ibus et per o'ia offioiam illud tangentia exequendam super sancta Dei 
Evangelia coram Majori B'gi p'di pro temp, exist, prestabit. Quodque post 
mortem sive amotionem p*di Roberti Aston Qaemquidem Rob*um Aston ad 
{sic) offioiam Recordatoris B*gi p'di ad beneplacitami Majoris, Aldermorom, 
et CapiteJium B'gensiam B*gi p'di vel majoris partis eorondem pro temp^ 
existentium amobilem esse volamus, Major Aldermanni et reliqai de 
oommuni concilio B*gi illias pro temp, existentes vel major pars eorum 
infra B'gum p*dictum ad hoc congregatmn et assemblatam in temp, 
oonvenienti post hujusmodi Recordatoris mortem vel amotionem onimi 
aJiam probam et discretam viram in legib. Anglie eraditam de temp, in 
tempuB tocies quocies sic at prefertur necessariam fore videbitur in 
Becordatorem B'gi p'di eligere nominare et preficere vaJeant et possint in 
loco p'di Recordatori sic mortal vel ab officio illo amoti vel decedentis 
oontinuandum in off, iUo durante beneplacito diotorum Majoris Aldermorom, 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 Lbttebb Patent of James I. 

Council of the Bor. aforesaid or •of the greater part of the same, 
having first taken personal oath before the Mayor of the said Bor. 
for the time being to execute that office of Recorder afore- 
said of the Bor. of Stafford well and faithfully. And so as 
often as the case shall so occur. Htlt) fttttbet» WC WfU 
and by the present (letters) for us our heirs and successors 
do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough 
afolresaid and their successors that they themselves shall be 
and shall be nominated Sergeants of the Mace of the Bor. 
aforesaid to officiate in the Courts of the same Bor. and for the 
doing and executing of processes, distraints, attachments, arrests, 
oaths, panells, inquisitions, judicial executions, precepts, warrants, 
and all transactions whatever within the same Borough (and) the 
limits, bounds, and precincts of the same pertaining to the office of 
Sergeant of the Mace, concerning the said causes to the same 
extent as is or ought to be used and customary in other Courts of 
Becord in any other Boroughs or Corporate Towns whatsoever 
within this Kingdom of England ; of which Sergeants of the Mace 
indeed one shall be always nominated, elected, and appointed by 
the Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid for the time being, but the rest of 
the same Sergeants of the Mace shall from time to time be 
nominated, elected, and appointed by the Mayor and Common 
Council of the Bor. aforesaid and by all the other B'gesses dwelling 

et ceterorum de Communi Goncilio B*gi p'di vel majoris partis eonmdem 
Sacramentum Corporale ad offic. illud Becordatoris p*di B'gi de Stafford 
bene et fideliter exequend. coram Majori ejusd. B*gi pro temp, existent!, 
prius prestitum, et sic tocies quocies casus sic accident. JEt UltCClttd 
VOlumUd ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus et succ'bus n'ris concedimus 
prefatis Majori et B*gensibu8 B'gi p*dicti et succ'bus suis quod ipsi et 
succ^ores sui perpetuis futuris temporibus habere possint et habebimt infra 
B'gum p*dictum duos aut plures officiarios qui erunt et nominabuntur 
servientes ad Clavam B'gi p'dicti ad deserviendum in curias ejusdem B'gi 
et ad faciendum et exequendum processus distriotiones attachiamenta 
Arrestationes Jurata panella Inquisitiones executiones Judiciorum precepta 
warranta et eJia negoda quecunque infra eundem B'gum limites bundas et 
precincta ejusdem ad officium servientis ad clavam spectantia dictas causas 
concementia prout in alijs Curiis de Becordo in aliquibus alijs B'gis sive 
vilhs coporatis infra hoc Begnum Anglie usitata et consueta est seu fieri 
debet. Quorum quidem servientium acl Clavam unus semper nominatus 
electus et appunotuatus erit per majorem B'gi p*di pro tempore existentem 
oeteri vero eorundem servientes ad Clavam de tempore in tempus nominati 
eleoti et appunotuati erunt per Majorem et Commime ConciliimGi B'gi p'di et 
per omnes alios B'genses infra B*gum p'dimGi habitantes vel majori parti 
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within the Bor. aforesaid or the* greater part of the same, which 
Sergeants of the Mace indeed shall he from time to time attendants 
on and upon the Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid for the time being and 
that the said Sergeants of the Mace so as beforementioned from 
time to time to be nominated and elected shall take personal oath 
before the Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid for the time being and so 
many of the Ald'men and Chief B'gesses of the same Bor. as 
shall then be willing to be present to execute that office of Sergeant 
of the Mace of the Bor. aforesaid well and faithfully, and that after 
such oath so taken they may have and exercise and each of them 
may have and exercise that office during the good pleasure of the 
Mayor and Common Council of the Bor. aforesaid for the time being 
or the greater part of the same (of whom we will that the Mayor be 
always one). »!!& furtbcr WC WfU an& Or&atn, and by the 
present [letters] for us our heirs and successors do grant to the 
aforesaid Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid and their 
successors that the said Sergeants of the Mace so as beforementioned 
to be appointed within the Bor. aforesaid shall carry and bear and 
each of them shall carry and bear silver or gilded maces, sculptured 
and adorned with the sign of our Arms, before the Mayor of the 
Bor. aforesaid for the time being in every place within the Bor 
aforesaid [and] the liberties and precincts of the same. fln& 
fttttbCtt WC Will and by the present [letters] for us our heirs and 
successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 

eorundem. Quiquidem Servientes ad Glavam de tempore in tempus erint 
attendentes in et super Majorem B*gi p'di pro tempore existentem. Et 
quod dicti ser^dentes ad Glavam sic ut prefertur de tempore in tempus 
nominandi et elegendi Sacramentum Corporale coram Majori B'gi p*di pro 
tempore existente et tot de Aldermannis et Capitalibus B'gensibus ejusdem 
B*gi qui ad tunc interesse voluerint ad officium iUud servientes ad Glavam^ 
B'gi p'di bene et fideliter exequendum prestabunt. Et quod post hu jus- 
modi Sacramentum sic prestitum officium illud habeant et exerceant et 
eoriun quilibet habeat et exerceat durante beneplacito Majoris et Gommunis 
Concilii B'gi p'di pro tempore existentium aut majoris partis eorundem 
(quorum majorem semper unum esse volumus). IGt UltCtiUd V0lUntU6 Ct 
OtMnamU0 ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus et succ'bus n'ris concedimus 
prefatis Majori et B'gensibus B'gi p'di et succ'bus suis quod dicti servientes 
ad Glavam sic ut prefertur appunctuandi infra B'gum p'dum Glavas Argenteas 
vel Auratas signo armorum n'rorum sculptas et adornatas coram Majore 
B'gi p'di pro tempore existenti in quolibet loco infra B'gum p'dictum 
libertates et precincta ejusdem portabunt et gerent et eorum quilibet 
portabit et geret. JBt UltCdUS V0lUtnU6 ac per presentes pro nobis 
heredibus et succ'bus n'ris concedimus prefatis Majori et B'gensibus B'gi 
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Bor. of Stafford aforesaid and their successors that Matthew 
Cradocke, now Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid, during the time in 
which he shall exercise the office of Mayor of the same Bor. and 
the Mayor of the same Bor. for the time being, also the aforesaid 
Eobert Aston, nominated above in the present [letters] to become 
Eecorder of the Bor. aforesaid during the time in which he shall 
exercise the office of Recorder of the Bor. aforesaid and also the 
Recorder of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, and similarly 
also the aforesaid Richard Dorrington and Thomas Cradocke, 
nominated above in these presents to be Aldermen of the Bor. 
aforesaid until the Monday next after the Feast of St. Luke 
which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred 
and fifteen, and after the said Monday next after the Feast of St. 
Luke aforesaid that shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand 
six hundred and fifteen and such and similar two Aldermen of the 
Bor. aforesaid for the time being as shall be elected by the Mayor 
and Common Council of the same Bor. for the time being from year 
to year for ever, according to the ordinance expressed below, 
hereafter for ever they may and shall be Justices of us our heirs 
and successors, and each of them may and shall be Justices of us 
our heirs and successors for the conservation and keeping of our 
peace and that of our heirs and successors within the Bor. aforesaid 
and the limits, bounds, and precincts of the same, and for keeping 
and causing to be kept all ordinances and statutes issued for the 

de Stafford p*di et succ'bus suis Quod Matheus Cradocke modo Major 
B'gi p'di durante tempore quo officium Majoris ejusdem B*gi ezercebit 
et Major ejusdem B'gi pro tempore existens, Necnon predictus Bobertus 
Aston auperius in presentibus nominatus fore Becordatorem B'gi p'di 
durante tempore quo Officimu Becordatoris B'gi p*di exercebit et eciam 
Becordatorem B'gi p'di pro tempore existentem. Et similiter eciam p'dictus 
Bicardus Dorington et Thomas Cradocke superius in eis presentibus 
nominati esse Aldermanni B'gi p'di usque ad diem lune prox. post 
Festum S'ci Luci {sic) quod erit in Anno Domini millesimo sexcentesimo 
decimo quinto et post dictum diem lune prox. post Festum S'ci Luce 
p'dum quod erit in Anno Domini millesimo sexcentesimo decimo quinto 
tales et hujusmodi duo Aldermannorum B'gi p'di pro tempore existentium 
quales per Majorem et Commune Concilium ejusdem B'gi pro tempore 
existentes de anno in annum imperpetuum secundum ordinationem inferius 
expressam eligentur de cetero imp'petuum sint et erunt Justiciarii n'ri 
heredum et succ'orum n'rorum et eorum quilibet sit et erit Justiciar, 
n'er Heredima et Succ'orum n'rorum ad pacem n'ram Heredum et 
Succ'orum n'rorum infra B'gum p'dum ac limites bundas et precincta 
ejusdem conservandum et custodiendum et ad omnia ordinationes et 
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good of our peace and the government of our people [and] of our 
heirs and successors in all their articles in the Bor. aforesaid, 
liberties and precincts of the same, according to the force, form, 
and effect of the same and for duly chastising all those whom they 
shall find delinquents against the form of those ordinances and 
statutes, or any of them, in the Bor. aforesaid, liberties and 
precincts of the same, to the same extent as should be done 
according to the form of those ordinances and statutes and for all 
those who have made threatenings to any of our people or those of 
our heirs or successors respecting their body or the burning of their 
houses, to find sufficient security for peace and their conduct 
towards us our heirs and successors and our whole people and those 
of our heirs and successors, and if they shall refuse to find such 
security then to cause them to be kept in safe custody in our prison 
or that of our heirs and successors in the Bor. aforesaid until they 
shall find such security. And that the said Matthew Cradocke, 
during the time that he shall exercise the office of Mayor of the 
Bor. aforesaid and the Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid for the time 
being, and the aforesaid Eobt. Aston, now Recorder of the Bor. 
aforesaid during the time in which he shall exercise the office of 
Recorder of the Bor. aforesaid, and any Recorder of the Bor. 
aforesaid hereafter in future for the time being, and the aforesaid 
Richd. Dorrington and Thos. Cradocke, now Aldermen of the Bor. 

statuta pro bono pacis n're et gubernatione populi n*ri Heredum et 
Succ'orum n'rorum edita in omnibus suis Articulis in B'go p'do liber- 
tatibus et precinctis ejnsdenoi juxta vim formam et effectum custodiendum 
et custodiri faciendum et ad omnes illos quos contra formam ordinationum 
et Statutorum illorum aut illorum alicujus in B'go p'do libertatibus et 
precinctis ejusdem delinquentes invenerint debito modo castigandum prout 
secundum formam Ordinationum et Statutorum illorum fuerit faciendum. 
Et ad omnes illos qui alicui vel aliquibus de populo n'ro Heredum vej 
Succ'orum n'rorum de Corpore suo vel incendio domorum suarum minas 
fecerint ad sufficientem securitatem de pace vel de bono gestu suo erga 
nos heredes et succ'ores n'ros et cunctum populum n'rum Heredum et 
Succ'orum n'rorum inveniendum et si hujusmodi securitatem invenire 
recusaverint tunc eos in prisona n'ra heredum et succ'orum n'rorum 
quousque hujusmodi securitatem iijvenerint in B'go p'do salvo custodire 
faciendum. Et quod dictus Matheus Cradocke durante tempore quo 
Officium Majoris B'gi p'di exercuerit et Major B'gi p'di pro tempore 
existens ac p'dus Bobertus Aston modo Becordator B'gi p'di durante 
tempore quo Officium Recordatoris B'gi p'di exercuerit et quilibet 
Recordator B'gi p'di imposterum pro tempore existens future. Et p'dus 
Ricardus Dorington et Thomas Cradocke modo Aldermannl B'gi p'd^ 
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aforesaid until the Monday next after the Feast of St. Luke which 
shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and 
fifteen, and after the said Monday next after the Feast of St. Luke 
which shall be in the aforesaid year of our Lord one thousand six 
hundred and fifteen, such and similar two Aldermen of the Bor. 
aforesaid for the time being a^ shall be elected as beforementioned 
by the Mayor and Common Council of the same Bor. for the time 
being from year to year for ever, according to the ordinance 
expressed below, or any three or more of them (of whom we will 
that the Mayor and Recorder of the Bor. aforesaid for the time 
being be two), may be our Justices of our heirs and successors for 
enquiring both by the oath of worthy and legally qualified men of 
the Bor. aforesaid by whom the truth of the matter can better be 
known concerning all and all kinds of felonies, witchcraits, 
incantations, sorceries, transgressions in magic art, forstallers, 
regrators, ingrossers, and extortioners whatsoever, and all and 
singular other crimes and offences concerning which our Justices of 
the peace [and those] of our heirs and successors are able and ought 
legitimately to enquire by whomsoever and howsoever or in what 
way soever hitherto done or perpetrated within the aforesaid Bor. 
the liberties, limits, bounds, and precincts of the same, or which in 
future shall happen to be done or attempted there. And also 
concerning all those who in the Bor. aforesaid, the liberties, bounds, 



usque diem Lune prox. post Festum Sci. Luce quod erit in Anno Domini 
millesimo sexcentesimo decimo quinto et post d*tuni diem Lune prox. 
post Festum Sci. Luce quod erit in p'do Anno Domini millesimo 
sexcentesimo decimo quinto tales et hujusmodi duo Aldermanni B*gi 
p'di pro tempore existentes quales per Majorem et Commune Concilium 
pro tempore existentes de anno in annum imp'petuum secundum ordina- 
tionem inferius expressam eligentur ut prefertur vel aliqui tres vel plures 
eorum (quorum Majorem et Recordatorem B'gi p'di pro tempore existentes 
duos esse volumus) sint Justiciarii n'ri heredum et succ'orum n*rorum 
ad inquirendum tain per sacramentum proborum et legalium hominum 
de B'go p'do per quod rei Veritas melius sciri poterit de omnibus et 
omnimodis feloniis veneficiis incantationibus sortilegiis arte magica 
transgressis forstellariis regratoribus ingrossoribus et extortionibus qui- 
buscunque ac de omnibus et singulis aliis malefactis et oflFensis de quibus 
Justiciariis pacis n'ri Heredum vel Succ'orum n'rorum legitime inquirere 
possint aut debent per quoscunque et quaJitercunque infra p'diun B'gum 
libertates limites bundas et precincta ejusdem antehac factis sive per- 
petratis vel qui imposterum ibidem fieri vel attemptari contigerint 
Aceciam de omnibus illis qui in B'go p'do libertatibus bundis limitib. 
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limits, and precincts of the same have gone or ridden or shall 
presume to go or ride in future with armed force into conventicles 
against our peace [and that] of our heirs or successors in disturbance 
of our people [and those] of our heirs or successors. And also 
concerning all those who there may have lain in ambush or "in 
future shall presume to lie in ambush in order to maim or slay our 
people [or those] of our heirs and successors, And also concerning 
hostellers and all and singular other persons who may have offended 
or attempted or in future shall presume to offend or attempt in 
abuse of weights and measures or in the sale of victuals in the Bor. 
aforesaid against the form of those ordinances or statutes or any of 
them issued for the common utility of our Kingdom of England and 
our people [and those] of our heirs and successors in the Bor. 
aforesaid, limits, bounds, liberties, or precincts of the same, And 
also concerning any constables whatever, keepers of gaols, and other 
officers who in the execution of their offices have conducted them- 
selves improperly or in future shall presume to conduct themselves 
improperly or who have been slack, remiss, or negligent, or who 
shall happen to be so in future in the Bor. aforesaid or within the 
limits, bounds, liberties, and precincts oi the same. And concerning 
all and singular articles and circumstances and other things what- 
soever, by whomsoever, and howsoever done or perpetrated within 
the Bor. and limits, bounds, and liberties and precincts of the same 

et precinctis ejusdem in conventiculis contra pacem n'ram Heredum vel 
succ'orum n*rorum in perturbationem populi n'ri heredum vel succ^orum 
n'rorum vi armato ierunt vel equitaverunt seu imposterum ire seu 
equitare presumpserint Aceciam de omnibus ijs qui ibidem ad gentem 
n'ram heredum vel suco*orum n'rorum maihemandum (sk) vel inter- 
ficiendum in insidiis jacuerint vel imposterum jacere presumpserint 
Aceciam de hostellariis et omnibus et singulis aliis personis qui in abusu 
ponderum et mensnrarmn seu in venditione victualium in B'go p'do 
contra formam ordinationum vel statu torum illorum vel eorum alicujus 
inde pro communi utilitate Eegni n'ri Anglie et populi n'ri Heredum vel 
Succ'orum n'rorum ejusdem editorum delinquerint vel attemptaverint 
vel imposterum delinquere vel attemptare presumpserint in B'go p'do 
limitibus bundis libertatibus vel precinctis ejusdem Aceciam de quibus- 
cunque constabulariis custodibu^ gaolarum et aliis officiariis qui in 
executione officiorum suorum circa premissa vel eorum aliqua indebite 
se habuerunt vel imposterum se indebite habere presumpserint aut 
tepidi remissi vel negligentes fuerint aut imposterum fore contigerint in 
B'go p'do aut infra hmites bundas libertates et precincta ejusdem ac de 
omnibus et singulis Articulis et circumstancijs et alijs rebus quibuscunque 
per quoscunque et qualitercunque infra B'gum et limites bundas ac 
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Bor. or which shall in future happen there to be done or attempted, 
in any way, concerning the premisses or any of them, And as to any 
indictments whatever taken hitherto before the Bailiffs and B'gesses 
of the Bor. aforesaid, or which shall in future be taken before the 
aforesaid Matthew Cradocke during the time in which he shall 
execute the office of Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid and the Mayor of 
the Bor. aforesaid for the time being and [before] the aforesaid 
Kobert Aston, now Recorder of the Bor. aforesaid, during the time 
in which he shall execute the office of Recorder of the Bor. aforesaid 
and the Recorder of the Bor. aforesaid in future for the time being, 
And [before] the afd. Richard Dorrington and Thomas Cradocke, now 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, until the Monday next after the 
Feast of St. Luke which shall be in the aforesaid year of our Lord 
one thousand six hundred and fifteen, and after the said Monday 
next after the feast of St. Luke which shall be in the year of our 
Lord one thousand six hundred and fifteen, such and similar two 
Aldermen of the Bor. aforesaid for the time being, as shall be 
elected as beforementioned by the Mayor and Common Council of 
the same Bor. for the time being from year to year for ever, 
according to the ordinance ^pressed below ; or any three or more of 
them (of whom we will that the Mayor and Recorder of the Bor. 
aforesaid for the time being be two) in future for taking and 
inspecting and for making and continuing the process thereof against 
all and singular so indited, or whom in future shall happen to be so 

libertates et precincta ejusdem B*gi factis sive perpetratis vel qae 
ibidem imposterum fieri vel attemptari contigerint qualitercunque pre- 
missa vel eorum aliquod concernentibus. Et ad Indictamenta quecunque 
antehac coram Ballivis et B'gensibus B'gi p'di capta aut que coram 
prefatis Matheo Cradocke durante tempore quo oflficium Majoris B'gi 
p'di exercuerit et Majoribus B'gi p*di pro tempore existentibus ac predicto 
Roberto Aston modo Recordator B*gi p'di durante tempore quo oflficium 
Recordatoris B'gi p'di exercuerit et Recordatoribus B'gi p'di imposterum 
pro tempore existentibus futuris Et predicto Ricardo Dorington et Thoma 
Cradocke modo Aldermannis B'gi p'di usque diem Lune prox. post 
Festum Sci. Luce quod erit in Anno Domini miUesimo sexcentesuno 
decimo quinto teJibus et hujusmodi duobus Aldermannis B'gi p'di pro 
tempore existentibus qualibus per majorem et Commune Concilium 
ejusdem B'gi pro tempore existentes de anno in annum imp'petuum 
secundum ordinationem inferius expressam eligendis ut prefertur aut 
aJiquibus tribus vel plurib. eorum (quorum Majorem et Recordatorem 
B'gi p*di pro tempore existentes duos esse volumus) imposterum capien- 
dum inspiciendum ac ad processa inde versus omnes et singulos sic 
indictatos vel quos imposterum sic indictari contigerint quousque capiantur 
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indited, until they are taken, give themselves up, or are outlawed, 
and for chastising and punishing those same dehnquents and each 
of them for their crimes, by fines, redemptions, amercements, 
forfeits, and otherwise, to the extent of and according to the law 
and custom of our Kingdom of England or by form of ordinances or 
statutes aforesaid, has been accustomed to be done, so however that 
they do not proceed to the determination of any treason, felony, or 
other offence whatever touching' the loss of life or members within 
the Bor. aforesaid, the limits, bounds, liberties, or precincts of the 
same, without our special license or [that ofl our heirs or successors. 
Hn& fUttbCt of our ampler special grace and from our certain 
knowledge and pure motive we will and by the present [letters] for 
us our heirs and successors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and 
B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid and their successors that the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and rest of the Common Council of the Bor. aforesaid for 
the time being, or the greater part of the same (of whom we will 
that the Mayor for the time being be one), may and shall have the 
power and authority of electing and nominating and that they may 
be able and qualified to elect and nominate within the Bor. aforesaid 
on the Monday next after the Feast of St. Luke which shall be in 
the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred and fifteen and so 
thenceforward yearly and every year for ever on the Monday next 
after the Feast of St. Luke two of the Aldermen of the Bor. 

reddent se vel utlagentur faciendum et continuandum et ad eosdem 
delinquentes et quamlibet eorum pro dilectis suis per fines redemptiones 
amerciaments forisfactura et alio mode prout Becundum legem et 
consuetudinem Begni n*ri Anglie aut forma ordinationum sive statuto- 
rum p'dorum fieri consuevit castigandum et puniendum Ita tamen 
quod ad determinationem alicujus proditionis felonie aut alterius 
offensi cujuscunque tangentis omissionem (dc) vite vel membrorimi 
infra B'gum p^dum limites bundas libertates et precincta eorundem 
{sic) sine speciali Licentia n'ra Heredum vel succ'oriim n'rorum 
non procedant. JEt U[tCtiU6 de ampliori gratia n^ra speciali ao 
ex certa scientia et mere motu n'ris volumus ac per presentes 
pro nob. heredibus et succ*buB n^ris concedimus prefatis majori et 
B'gensibus B'gi p'di et succ'bus suis Quod Major Aldermanni et ceteri 
de communi consilio B*gi p'di pro tempore existentes aut major pars 
eorum (quorum Majorem pro tempore existentem unum esse volumus) 
potestatem et authoritatem habeaut et habebunt eligendi et nominandi 
et quod eligere et nominare possint et valeant infra B'gum p*dum in 
die Lune prox. post Festum Sci. Luce quod erit in Anno Domini 
millesimo sexcentesimo decimo quinto et sic deinceps annuatim et 
quolibet anno imp'petuum in die Lune prox. post Festum Sci. Luce 
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aforesaid for the time being to become the Justices of us our heirs 
and successors for the conservation of the peace of us our heirs and 
successors within the Bor. aforesaid the liberties and precincts of 
the same for one whole year then next following, and that they after 
that they have been so as beforementioned nominated and elected as 
Justices of the Peace of us our heirs or successors, before they be 
admitted to execute that office they and each of them shall take 
their personal oath to execute the office of Justice of the Peace 
rightly, well, and faithfully, and the oaths required to be taken by 
the Justices of the Peace on that behalf as provided by the laws of 
this Kingdom of England before the Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid for 
the time being. And that they and each of them, after such oath so 
taken, may be qualified and able to execute the office and offices of 
Justices of the Peace of us our heirs and successors of the Bor. 
aforesaid and the limits, bounds, liberties, and precincts of the 
same for one whole year thence next following and thenceforward 
until two others shall be duly elected, appointed, and sworn to that 
office, according to the ordinances expressed and declared in the 
present [letters] . TKHc Will also and by the present [letters] do 
grant to the aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, and B'gesses of the Bor. 
aforesaid and their successors that the Mayor, Aldermen, and Chief 
B'gesses for the time being (of whom we will that the Mayor 

duos de Aldermannis B'gi p'di pro tempore existentes fore et esse 
Justiciarios n'ros Heredum et Succ'orum n*ronim ad pGu;em n'ram 
Heredum et Succ*orum n'rorum infra B*gum p'dum Libertates et pre- 
cincta ejusdem conservandam pro uno anno integro tunc prox. sequenti 
Quodque illi postquam sic ut prefertur nominati et elect! fuerint in 
Justiciarii pacis n're heredum vel succ'orum n'rorum B*gi p'di antequam 
ad officium illud exequendum admittantur Sacramentum corporale ad 
Officium Justiciarij pacis recte bene et fideliter exequendum et juramenta 
m ea parte per Leges hujus Begni Anglie provisa a Justiciaris pacis 
prestari requisita coram Majori B'gi p'di pro tempore existent! prestabunt 
et eorum alter prestabit. Quodque illi post hujusmodi Sacramentum sic 
prestitum officium et officia Justiciarij pacis n*re Heredum et succ'orum 
n'rorum B'g! p'di et limitum bundarum hbertatum et precinctorum 
ejusdem pro uno anno integro extunc prox. sequenti exequi valeant et 
possint et eorum alter valeat et possit et exinde quousque duo alii ad 
officium illud debito modo electi prefect! et jurat! fuerint secundum 
ordinationem in presentibus expressam et declaratam. lDOluntU0 eciam 
ac per presentes pro nob. heredibus et succ'bus n'ris concedimus prefatis 
Majori Aldermannis et B'gensibus B'gi p'di et Succ'bus suis Quod Major 
Aldermanni et Capitales B'genses B'gi p'di pro tempore existentes vel 
major pars eorum (quorum Majorem B'gi p'di pro tempore existentem 
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aforesaid for the time being be one) may and shall have full power and 
authority by virtue of the present [letters] from time to time of 
naming, electing, and appointing as many and such the Deputy- 
Recorder, Common Clerk, and Chamberlain of the Bor. aforesaid 
and so many such and similar constables and other inferior officers 
and ministers of the same Bor. as were in times past usual within 
the same Bor. to continue in their respective offices during the good 
pleasure of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Chief B'gesses of the Bor. 
aforesaid for the time being or the greater part of them, as before- 
mentioned, having previously taken personal oath before the Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, to execute their 
respective offices well and faithfully. fln& fttttbCt we will and 
by the present [letters] for us our heirs and successors do grant to 
the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Bor. aforesaid and their 
successors that the aforesaid Matthew Cradocke, now Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid, shall take [his] personal oath to execute the 
office of Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid, also the office of Justice of the 
Peace rightly, well, and faithfully, and the oaths on that behalf 
provided by the laws and statutes of this our Kingdom of England 
required to be taken by Justices of the Peace, before our well- 
\ beloved cousin Robert Earl of Essex, Edward Littleton, and Walter 

Chetwynd, Knights ; Walter Baggott and Richard Fowler, Esquires ; 
or any one or more of them. And that the aforesaid Robert Earl of 

V unum esse volumus) plenam habeant et habebunt potestatem et authori- 
^Jatem vuiiute presentium de tempore in tempus nominandi eligendi et 
preficiendi tot et tales deputatos Recordatorem Communem Clericum et 
Camerarium B'gi p*di. Ac tot tantos et tales constabularios et alios 
inferiores Officiarios et Ministros ejusdem B'gi quot quanti et quales 
nsitati fuerunt retroactis temporibus infra eundem B'gum continuandum 
in officiis iilis respective durante beneplacito p'di Majoris, Aldermannomm 
et Capitalium B'gensum B*gi p'di pro tempore existentium vel majoris 
partis eomndem ut prefertur sacramentum Corporale coram Majori B'gi 
p'di pro tempore existenti ad officia ilia respective bene et fideliter 
exequendum prius prestandum. JBt UltCtfU0 V0[untU6 ac per presentes 
pro nob. heredibus et succ'bus n'ris concedimus prefatis Majori et 
B'gensibus B'gi p'di et Succ'bus suis Quod prefatus Matheus Cradocke 
modo Major B'gi p'di sacramentum Corporale ad Officium Majoris B'gi 
p'di Necnon ad Officium Justiciarij pacis recte bene et fideliter exequen- 
dum et Juramenta in ea parte per Leges et Statuta hujus Begni n'ri 
Anglie provisa a Justiciario pacis prestari requisita coram predilecto 
Consanguineo n'ro Roberto Comite Essex. Edwardo Littleton, et Waltero 
Chetwynd Militibus Waltero Baggott et Ricardo Fowler Armigeris aut 
eorum aliquibus vel aliquo prestabit Et quod prefati Robertus Comes 
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Essex, Edward Littleton, and Walter Chetwynd, Knights ; Walter 
Baggott and Eichard Fowler, Esquires ; or any of them, may and 
shall have full power and authority to give and administer such 
oath as beforementioned to the aforesaid Matthew Cradocke, 
without any other warrant or commission from us our heirs or 
successors to be obtained or sought for. And that every Mayor of 
the Borough aforesaid who shall be for the time being after the 
removal of the said Matthew Cradocke and also the Becorder of the 
Bor. aforesaid for the time being, also such Aldermen as before- 
mentioned in the present [letters] to be nominated Justices or 
according to the ordinance mentioned above in the present [letters] , 
to be hereafter elected to become Justices of the Bor. aforesaid 
before he or they is or are admitted to execute that office of Justice 
or Justices shall take and every one of them shall take the personal 
oath required to be taken by a Justice of the Peace to execute the 
office of Justice of the Peace rightly, well, and faithfully, and the 
oath on that behalf provided by the laws and statutes of this 
Kingdom of England before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time being or some one of the Aldermen of the Borough afore- 
said for the time being (who has previously taken the oath of a 
Justice of the Peace). And that the Mayor of the Bor. for the time 
being or such Aldermen for the time being as have so previously 
taken the oath aforesaid and every of them, after he has taken the 

Essex. Edwardus Littleton et Walterus Ghetwynd Milites Walterus Baggott 
et Bicardus Fowler aut eorum aliquis vel aJiqui virtute harum Literarum 
n'rarum patentium plenam habeant et habebunt aut eorum aliquis vel 
aliqui plenam habeat et habebit potestatem et authoritatem ad dandum 
et administrandum tale sacramentum ut prefertur prefato Matheo Cradocke 
absque aliquo alio Warranto vel Commissione de nob. heredibus vel 
succ'bus n'ris impetrandum seu prosequendum Et quod quiHbet Major 
B'gi p'di qui pro tempore fuerit post amotionem p*di Mathei Cradocke 
Necnon Becordatoris B'gi p'di pro tempore existentis Necnon hujusmodi 
Aldermanni ut prefertur ejusdem B*gi in presentibus nominati fore 
Justiciarij aut secundum ordinationem in presentibus superius mentionati 
imposterum eligendi fore Justiciarij B*gi p'di antequam ad Officium iUud 
Justiciarij exequendum admittantur vel aemittatur Sacramentum Corporale 
ad Officium Justiciarij pacis recte bene et fideliter exequendum et 
Juramentum in ea parte per Leges et Statuta hujus Begni Anglie 
provisum a Justiciarij s pacis prestari requisitum coram Majori B'gi p'di 
pro tempore existenti aut aliquo Aldermannorum B'gi p'di pro tempore 
existentium (qui Juramentum Justiciarij pacis prius prestitit) prestabunt 
et eorum quilibet prestabit Et quod Major B'gi p'di pro tempore existens 
et hujusmodi Aldermanni ejusdem B'gi pro tempore existentes qui 
sacramentum p'dum sic prius prestiterint et eorum quilibet postquam 
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resaid oath of a Justice of the Peace, may and shall have full 

ner in future from time to time for ever to give and administer 

5h oath as is beforementioned to such Justice of the Peace or any 

them, by virtue of the present [letters] , without any other 

surrant or commission to be asked or sought from us our heirs or 

iccessors. And that the Mayor of the Bor. aforesaid for the time 

eing, and in his absence the Deputy Mayor of the same Bor. for 

he time being, hereafter for ever may and shall have full power and 

uthority by the tenor of the present [letters] of administering a 

alid oath to the keeper and guardian of every art, society, and 

lystery within the Bor. aforesaid, and to all other inferior officers 

fcnd ministers within the Bor. aforesaid for the time being in as 

ample a manner and form and to the same extent as the Bailiffs of 

fche same Bor. hitherto were accustomed or ought to administer 

Buch oath in the same Bor. without any other warrant or 

commission in any way hereafter to be asked or sought from us our 

heirs or successors, and these our Letters Patent or the Enrolment 

of the same shall be annually and from time to time, both to the 

aforesaid Eobert Earl of Essex, Edward Littleton, Walter Chetwynd, 

Knights ; Walter Baggott and Eichard Fowler, and to the Mayor of 

the same Bor. for the time being, and in his absence to any such 

Aldermen of the Bor. aforesaid for the time being, sufficient 



p*dum Sacramentum Justiciarij pacis prestitit habeat et habebit plenam 
potestatem de cetero de tempore in tempus imp'petuum ad dandum et 
administrandum tale Sacramentum ut prefertur hujusmodi Justiciarij 
pacis aut eorum aJicui virtute presencium absque aliquo alio warranto 
vel commissione de nob. heredibus vel succ'bus n'ris impetrsuadum seu 
prosequendum Et quod Major B'gi p'di pro tempore existens ac in ejus 
absencia deputatus Major ejusdem B'gi pro tempore existens de cetero 
imp'petuum plenam habeant et habebunt habeat et habebit potestatem 
et authoritatem tenore presencium ministrandum sacramentum rationa- 
bile Custodis et Gardianis cujuslibet Artis Societatis et Misterij infra 
B'gum p*dum ac omnibus eJijs Inferiorijs Officiarijs et Ministris infra 
B'gum p'dum pro tempore existentibus in tarn amplis modo et forma 
et prout Ballivi ejusdem B'gi antehac in eodem B*go hujusmodi sacra- 
mentum ministrare consueverunt vel debuerunt absque aliquo alio warranto 
vel commissione de nob. heredibus vel succ'bus n*ris quoquo modo 
imposterimi impetrandum seu prosequendum Et he Litere n're patentes 
vel Irrotulamentum earundum erunt annuatim et de tempore in tempus 
tam prefatis Roberto Comiti Essex., Edwardo Littleton, Waltero Chetwynd, 
Militibus, Waltero Baggott et Bicardo Fowler, quam Majori, ejusdem 
B'gi pro tempore existenti ac in ejus absencia aliquibus hujusmodi 
Aldermannis B'gi p*di pro tempore existentibus sufficiens warrantum et 
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warrant and exoneration in that behalf. Hn& fttttbCt of our 
ampler special grace and from our certain knowledge and pure 
motive we will and by the present [letters] for us our heirs and 
succ'ors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. 
aforesaid and their succ'ors ; That the Mayor, Recorder, and two 
Aldermen of the same Bor. so as beforementioned, now, being in 
the office of Justices of the Peace hereafter to be so, or any one or 
more of them, by his or their warrant, in their own handwriting, 
signed and to be signed, may be able and qualified to send all such 
and similar persons as hereafter may be taken, arrested, attached, 
or found in the Bor. of Stafford aforesaid, or in the precincts, 
bounds, or liberties of the same for treason, murder, felony, 
homicide, or robbery done or to be done, or for suspicion of felony, 
to the Common Gaol of our County of Stafford, there to be detained, 
to be tried and to answer for their crimes before our Justices and 
those of our heirs and successors, of Oyer and Terminer, or our 
Justices assigned or to be assigned for Gaol delivery. Willing and 
by the present [letters] for us our heirs and succ'ors having 
commanded both the Sheriff of the County of Stafford aforesaid and 
the Keeper of the Common Gaol of the same County of Stafford for 
the time being. That they and each of them upon such warrant to 
be made by the aforesaid Justices of the Peace within the Bor. of 



ezoneratio in hac parte. jEt UltCdUd de ampliore gratia n'ra speciali 
ac ex certe scientia et mere motu n'ris volumus ac per presentee pro 
nob. heredibuB et suco'bus n'ris concedimus prefatis Majori et B'gensibus 
B*gi p*di et succ'bus suis quod Major Becordator et duo Aldermanni 
ejnsdem B'gi sio ut perfertur in Officio Justiciarij pacis nunc existentes 
seu imposterttm existendi seu eorum aliquis vel aliqui per ejus vel 
eorum warrantum in scriptum manu suo propria sive manibus suis 
proprijs subscriptum et signandum mittere possint et valeant omnes 
hujusmpdi^ et. tales, personsks ^ui imposterum capte arrestate attaohiate 
vel invente fuerint in B'go de Staff, p'di aut in precinctis bundis vel 
libertatibus ejusdem pro proditione murdro felonia homicida aut roberia 
facta vel facienda aut pro suspitione felonie ad coromunem gaolam 
Comitatus n'ri Staffordie ibidem morature ad triandum et respondendum 
pro earum dehctis coram Justiciarij s n'ris heredum et succ'orum n'rorum 
ad audiendum et tenninandiuii aut Justioiariijs n'ris ad Gaolam in d'o 
Comitatu Staffordie deliberande assignate vel assignande Volentes ao per 
presentes pro nob. heredibus et succ'bus n'ris mandati tarn Yieecomiti 
Comitatus Staff, p'di quam Custodi communis Gaole ejuddem Comitatus 
Staff, pro tempore existentibus quod ipsi et quilibet eorum super 
hujusmodi Warrantum per prefatos Justiciaries ad pacem infra B'gum 
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Stafford for the time being, or any one or more of them, and 
directed to them or either of them, that all such persons so as 
beforementioned, to be hereafter taken, arrested, attached, or found 
by the aforesaid Justices of the Peace in the aforesaid Bor. the 
liberties, bounds, or precincts of the same, for the aforesaid 
murders, homicides, robberies, or other felonies, done or to be done, 
or for suspicion of felony as they may send, shall receive and safely 
keep, then to be detained for trial and to answer before our Justices 
and those of our heirs and succ'ors, of Oyer an4 Terminer, or the 
Justices of delivery of the Gaol aforesaid for the time being, 
assigned or to be assigned, And these our Letters Patent or the 
Inrolment of the same shall be to the said Sheriff and Keeper of the 
Common Gaol of the County of Stafford aforesaid for the time being 
thenceforth a sufficient warrant and exoneration in that behalf. 
Hnl) fttttbCt we have granted and by the present [letters] for us 
our heirs and succ'ors, of our ampler special grace and certain 
knowledge and pure motive do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and 
B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid and their successors That fchey and 
their successors may have and hold and be qualified and able to 
have and hold, within the Bor. aforesaid, a certain Court of Becord 
before the Mayor, and in his absence the Deputy Mayor and 
Eecorder or Deputy Recorder of the same Bor. for the time being, 

de Staff, pro tempore exifitentes vel eorum aliquem vel aliquos faciendum. 
£t eis vel eorum alteris diligendum onmes hujusmodi personas sic ut 
prefertur per prefatos Justiciarios ad pacem infra B*gum p'dum impos- 
terum capiendmn arrestandum attachiandum vel inveniendum in p*do 
B'go libertatibus bundis vel precinctis ejusdem pro predictis murdris 
homicidis roberijs sive aliJB felonijs factis vel faciendis aut pro suspitione 
felonie et ad p'dam communem Gaolam p'di Comitatatus Staffordie sic 
ut prefertur (ut) mittent recipiant et salvo cuetodiant ibidem moraturas 
ad triandum et respondendum coram Justiciarijs n*riB ac heredum et 
succ'orum n*ronim ad audiendum et terminandum aut Justiciarijs ad 
Gaolam p'dam. deliberandimi pro tempore existentibus assignatum et 
assignandum Et he Litere n're Patentes vel Irrotulamentum earundem 
erunt prefatis Vicecomiti et Custodi coromunis Gaole comitatus Staffordie 
p'di pro tempore existentibus proinde sufficiens warrantum et exoneratio 
in hac parte. JBt UltCtiUB concessimus ac per presentes pro nob. 
heredibus et succ'bus n'ris de ampliori gratia n'ra speciali ac certe 
scientia et mero motu n'ris concedimus prefatis Majori ac B'gensibus 
B'gi p*di et succ'bus suis quod ipsi et,succ'ores sui habeant et teneant 
ac habere et tenere vaJeant et possint infra B*gum p'dum quandam 
Curiam de Becordo coram Majore aut in ejus absencia Deputato Majori 
(sic) ac Becordatori aut Deputato Becordatori ejusdem B'gi pro tempore 
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and Aldermen of the Bor. aforesaid for the time heing, two or more 
of them (of whom we will that the Recorder or Deputy Recorder be 
one) in the Guildhall of the Borough aforesaid, or other convenient 
place within the Bor. aforesaid, from three weeks to three weeks 
[in every third week] , upon the Monday (except Easter, Whitsuntide, 
and Christmas weeks), to be holden for ever And that the aforesaid 
Mayor, and in his absence the Deputy Mayor, Recorder or Deputy 
Recorder and Aldermen of the said Bor. for the time being, or two 
or more of them for the time being, may have full power and 
authority from time to time, of Oyer and Terminer [i.e., of hearing 
and determining oases] in the said Court through plaints in the 
same Court of levying all and all kinds of debts, accounts, covenants, 
contracts, transgressions, by force and weapons [vi et armis\ or 
otherwise done in contempt of us our heirs and successors, and now 
in the Court of Record of the Bor. aforesaid, depending or hereafter 
to be done, covenants, contempts, deceptions, and other affairs and 
real actions whatsoever within the said Bor. of Stafford, and the 
limits, bounds, and liberties of the same in whatever manner arising 
or happening, and now in the said Court of Record of the Bor. 
aforesaid, depending or hereafter arising or happening, to the same 
extent as formerly was lawfiilly customary in the same Bor. And 
that the same Mayor, and in his absence the Deputy Mayor, and 
Recorder or Deputy Recorder of the same Bor., and the Aldermen 



existentibus et Aldermannis B'gi p*di pro tempore ezistentibus duobas 
aut pluribus eorum (quorum Becordatorem aut deputatum Becordatorem 
unum esse volumus) in Guihalda B'gi p*di aut alio loco convenienti 
infra B'gum p'dum de tribus septimanis in tres septimanas die Lune 
(exceptam septimanam Paschi Pentecostis et Natalie Domini) tenendum 
imp'petuum et quod p'dus Major et in ejus absencia deputatus Major 
Becordator seu deputatus Becordator et Aldermanni d*i B'gi pro tempore 
existente aut eorum duo vel plures pro tempore existentes habeant 
plenam potestatem et authoritatem de tempore in tempus audiendi et 
terminandi in dicta Curia per querelas in eadem Curia levandas omnia 
et onmimoda debita compotes contracta transgressiones ui et armis seu 
aliter in contemptu n'ri Heredum et Succ'orum n'rorum facta ac modo 
in Curia de Becordo B'gi p'di dependentes aut impostenun fiendas con* 
ventiones contemptus deceptiones et alienas res et SM^tiones reales quas- 
cunque infra d'um B'gum de Staffordie ac lixnites bundas et libertates 
ejusdem quovismodo emergentes sive contingentes ac modo in dicta 
Curia de Becordo B'gi p'di dependendi aut imposterum emergentes sive 
contingentes prout antehac legittime in eodem B'go usitatum fuit et 
quod ijdem Major et in ejus absencia deputatus Major et Becordator 
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for the time being, or two or more of them (of whom we will that 
the aforesaid Recorder or Deputy Recorder be one) upon such 
complaints, pleas, plaints, and actions they may have power, 
authority, and faculty to bring up to plead persons against whom 
such plaints, pleas, or actions shall happen to be levied or moved in 
the aforesaid Court by summonses, attachments, and distraints, 
according to the custom in the same Bor. hitherto usual to be 
directed to the Sergeants of the Mace and other ministers of the 
Court of the said Bor. for the time being. And in failure of chattels 
and lands of such defendants within the Bor. aforesaid and the 
limits, bounds, circuits, and precincts of the same through which 
they cannot be summoned, attached, or distrained, by the attach- 
ment and taking of their bodies according to the ancient custom in 
the aforesaid Bor. of Stafford hitherto used, and to hear and 
determine all and singular the actions, plaints, and pleas above- 
mentioned separately, and singularly to bring them up and 
determine by the processes, judgments, and executions of judgment, 
by which similar pleas in the said Bor. are brought up and 
determined, and have been accustomed to be brought up and 
determined. And the executions of processes of. judgments by the 
aforesaid Sergeants of the Mace or any one of them shall be done 
and holden to the same extent as hitherto they have been done and 
holden. Hltt) tUttbCt we will and by these presents for us 

ejufidem B'gi et Aldermanni pro tempore existentes vel duo aut plures 
eoriun (quorum p'dum Becordatorem aut dep'um Bec'em unum esse 
volumus) super hujusmodi queremonijs placitis querelis et actionibus 
habeant potestatem authoritatem et faoultatem personas defendentes 
versus quos hujusmodi querelas placita sive actiones in p*da Curia levari 
vel moveri contingerint in placitum deducere per summonitiones attachia- 
menta et districtiones secundum consuetudinem in eodem B'go antehac 
usitatam servientes ad Clavam et alios ministros Curie d'i B'gi pro 
tempore existentes diligendum. £t pro defectu Cattallium et terrarum 
hujusmodi defendentium infra B'gum p'dum ac limites bundas circuitos 
et precincta ejusdem per que summoniri attachiari vel destringi non 
possint per attachiamentum et captionem corporimi suorum juxta anti- 
quam consuetudinem in p'do B'go de StafTordie antehac usitatam et 
actiones querelas et placita suprad'a omnia et singula separatim audire 
et determinare et consimilia per processa Judicis et executiones Judicio- 
rimi deducere et determinare per que consimilia placita In d'o B'go 
deducuntur et terminantur et deduci et terminari consueta fuerunt 
Executiones que processa et Judiciorum per p'dos servientes ad Clavam 
vel aliquem eorum fiant et habeantur prout antehac facta ct habita 
fuerunt. J6t UUcrfUB VOlUllttia ac per presentes pro nobis heredibus 
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our heirs and sncc'ors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and B'gesses 
aforesaid and their successors, That no stranger or foreigner, unless 
he be a Burgess and Freeman of the same Bor., from now hence- 
forth for ever shall sell or expose for sale any merchandises within 
the Bor. aforesaid otherwise than in gross, unless it be in time of 
fairs or markets to be holden within the same Bor. Nor shall he 
hold any shop nor employ any mystery, occupation, or manual art, 
in English, any mystery, trade, or handicraft within the same Bor. 
or liberties of the same, without the License of the Mayor and 
Aldermen of the Bor. aforesaid, or the greater part of the same (of 
whom we will that the Mayor for the time being be one), first had 
and obtained, under our indignation and under such other pains 
and forfeits as may be inflicted and imposed by the laws and 
statutes of this our Kingdom of England upon this kind of 
delinquents for their disobedience and contempt in this behalf. 
HUl) fUttbCt for us our heirs and succ'ors we grant to the Mayor 
and B'gesses aforesaid and their successors. And by this our 
Charter confirm to the improvement of the Bor. aforesaid and to the 
usefulness of the Mayor and B'gesses of the same Bor. that they 
may the more quietly carry on their affairs ; That they and their 
successors, whilst they shall continue in the same Bor. or suburbs 
of the same, may have for ever the liberties herein written, to the 
same extent as hitherto have been customary in the same Bor. viz., 

et succ'bus n*ri8 concedimus prefatis Majori et B'gensibus B*gi p'di et 
Succ'bus suis quod nullus Eztraneus sive Forinsecus nisi sit B'gensis 
et Liber Homo ejusdem B*gi exnunc de cetero imp'petuum vendit aut 
venditioni exponet aliquas marchandizas infra B*gum p*dum aliter quam 
in grossum nisi sit tempore Feriarum sive mercati infra eundem B'gum 
tenendi Nee tenebit aUquam shopam nee utetnr aliquo ndsterio occupatione 
sive arte manuali Anglice any mystery, trade, or handicraft, infra eundem 
B'gum aut libertates ejusdem absque Licencia Majoris et Ald*orum B'gi 
p'di aut majoris partis eorundem (quorum Majorem pro tempore ex- 
istentem unum esse volumus) prius habita et obtenta sub indignatione 
n*ra ac sub hujusmodi alijs penis et forisfacturis quaJibus per Leges et 
Statuta hujus Begni n'ri Anglie imfligi et imponi possint super hujus- 
modi delinquentes pro disobediencia et contemptu suis in hac parte. 
J6t indUpCr pro nob. heredibus et succ'bus n'ris concessimus (nf^ Majori 
et B'gensium B'gi p'di et succ'bus suis et hac Charta n'ra confirmamus 
et ad meliorationem B'gi p'di et ad utilitatem Majoris et B'gensium 
ejusdem B'gi ut eo tranquilius negociationes suas intendere possint Quod 
ipsi et succ'ores sui dum manentes fuerunt in B'go p'do vel suburbijs 
ejusdem imp'petuum habeant Lib'tatem subscriptam prout antehac in 
eodem B'go usitatam fuit videlicet Quod non ponantur cum hominibus 
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that they shall not be placed with outside persons in any Assizes, 
Oaths, or Inquests without the aforesaid Bor. which may arise by 
reason of tenements, trespasses, or other transactions of any 
outsiders whatsoever within the Bor. aforesaid before our Justices 
or other Ministers or those of our heirs to be done to the same 
extent as hitherto has been customary in the same Bor. Nor that 
outside persons shall be placed with Burgesses themselves in any 
Assizes, Oaths, or Inquests whatsoever, which may arise to be taken 
by reason of lands or tenements in the same Bor., or being in the 
suburbs of the same, or of trespasses, contracts, or other in-town 
transactions, unless these matters shall touch us or our heirs or our 
ministers or the community of the same Borough, or other valid 
cause intervene, wherefore it may be needful to do otherwise, in all 
respects as has been customary hitherto in the same Bor. TPQC 
bdVC ^ratttCt) SlSO for us our heirs and succ'ors to the Mayor 
and B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid that they and their heirs and 
succ'ors for ever may have in the same Bor. a Coroner to be elected 
by themselves in the same manner as hitherto has been customary ; 
And that they may have a certain prison in the same Bor. to be 
made and maintained at their own costs ; And a keeper of the 
same for there lawfully keeping, chastising, and punishing male- 
factors and others taken up in the same Bor. or suburbs of the same 



forinsecis in Assisis Juratis aut Inquisitionibus aliquibus extra B*gum 
p'dum que ratione tenementorom transgressionum vel aliorum negotionun 
forinsecorum quonunciinque infra B'gum p'dum coram Justiciarijs aut 
alijs Ministris n'ris vel Heredum n'rorum emerserint faciendum prout 
antehac in eodem B*go uBitatum fuit Nee quod homines forinseci ponentur 
cum ipsis B'gensibus in Assisis Juratis aut Inquisitionibus aliquibus 
que ratione terrarum vel ten*orum in eodem B*go vel suburbijs ejusdem 
existentium aut transgressionum contractuum seu alionmi negotiorum 
intrinsecorum que in eodem B'go vel suburbijs ejusdem emerserint 
capiendum sed Assise ille Jurata et Inquisitiones de hijs que in d'o 
B*go vel sub'ijs ejusdem fuerunt emergentes per homines ejusdem B'gi 
et eodem B*go solummodo fiant Nisi res ille tangant nos vel heredes 
n'ros seu ministros n'ros aut communitatem ejusdem B'gi vel aha causa 
rationabilis interveniet quare aliter fieri debeat prout in eodem B'go 
antehac usitatum fuit. QOt\CC06iltlVi8 CCtattt pro nob. et heredibus 
n*ri8 Majori -et B'gensibus B'gi p'di quod ipsi et eorum heredum et 
succ*orum imp'petuum habeant in eodem B'go Goronatorem de seipsis 
eligendum prout in eodem B'go antehac usitatum fuit et quod habeant 
quandam prisonam in eodem B'go sumptibus suis faciendum et susten- 
tendum Ac custodem ejusdem ad malefactores et alios in eodem B'go vel 
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until they be delivered from the same according to the law and 
custom of our Kingdom in as ample a manner and form and to the 
same extent as hitherto has been customary in the same Bor. 
SnD f Urtbet we will and by the present [letters] for us our heirs 
and succ'ors do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and B'gesses of the 
Bor. aforesaid and their suco'ors That they and their suco'ors hence- 
forward for ever may have, hold, and keep, and be qualified and 
able to have, hold, and keep within the Bor. aforesaid the limits 
and precincts of the same in every year a fair or market to begin on 
the Tuesday next before the Sunday commonly called Shrove 
Sunday, and to be continued and to last for all that Tuesday and 
three days next following the said Tuesday, together with a Court 
of Pie-powder to be holden there at the time of the same fair or 
market. And with all liberties, free customs, tolls, stallages, 
picages, fines, amercements, and all other profits, commodities, 
advantages, and emoluments whatsoever pertaining, arising, 
happening, contingent, or in any way belonging to such fair or 
market and Court of Pie-powder. So, however, that the aforesaid 
fair or market be not to the damage of other neighbouring fairs or 
markets nearly adjacent thereto. TODlbetefOre WC WfU and by 
the present [letters] for us our heirs and succ'ors firmly enjoin and 



suburbijs ejusdem deprehensos ibidem ligitime modo custodiendum casti- 
gandum et puniendum quousque ab eadem deliberentur secundum legem 
et consuet'm Regni n'ri in tarn amplis modo et forma prout legitime 
antehac in eodem B'go usitatam fuit. J6t UlterfU6 VOlumUd ac per 
presentes pro nob. heredibus et succ'bus n'ris concedimus prefatis Majori 
et B'gensibus B'gi p'di et succ'bus auis quod ipsi et suoc'ores sui de 
cetero imp'petuum habeant teneant et custodiant ac habere tenere et 
custodire valeant et possint infra B'gum p'dum Ihnites et precincta 
ejusdem quolibet anno imp'petuum unam Feriam sive Nundinum incipi- 
endimi in die Martis prox*o ante diem Dominicum communiter vocatum 
Shrove Sundaye et per totum ilium diem Martis et per tres dies dictum 
diem Martis prox'os sequentes continuandam et duraturam unacum 
Curia pedis pulverisati ibidem tempore ejusdem Ferie sive Nundini 
tenenda Ac cum omnibus libertatibus liberis consuet'bus tolnetis stallagijs 
finibus amerciajuentis ac onmibus alijs proficuis commoditatibus advan- 
tagijs et emolumentis quibuscunque ad hujusmodi Feriam sive nimdinum 
ac Curiam pedis pulverisati pertinentibus emergentibus accidentibus 
contingentibus aut ullo modo spectantibus Ita tamen quod p'da Feria 
sive Nundinum non sit ad Nocumentum aliarum vicinanim Feriarum 
sive Nimdinorum ibidem prope adjacentium Quare volumus ac per 
presentes pro nob. Heredibus et Succ'bus n'ris firmiter et precipimus 
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command that the aforesaid Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. 
aforesaid and their succ'ors for the time being may have, hold, and 
keep, and be qualified and able to have, hold, and keep within the 
Bor. aforesaid the limits and precincts of the same every year for 
ever the aforesaid fair or market to begin on the Tuesday next 
before the Sunday commonly called Shrove Sunday, and for all 
that Tuesday and to continue and last for three days next following, 
together with a Court of Pie-powder there to be held at the time of 
the same fair or market. And with all liberties, free customs, tolls, 
stallages, pioages, fines, amercements, and all other profits and 
commodities, advantages, and emoluments whatsoever pertaining, 
arising, happening, contingent, or in any manner belonging to such 
fair or market and Court of Pie-powder, without molestation or 
impediment, objection, or contradiction of us our heirs or succ'ors, 
or of any officers or ministers or those of our heirs or succ'ors 
whatsoever. So, however, that the aforesaid fair be not to the 
damage of other neighbouring fairs or markets nearly adjacent 
thereto. Hill) fUttbett WC Will and by the present (letters) for 
us our heirs and succ'ors do grant and confirm to the aforesaid 
Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid and their succ'ors all and 
all kinds of liberties, franchises, immunities, exemptions, privileges, 



et mandamus quod prefati Major at B'genaes B*gi p'di et succ'ores sui 
pro tempore existentes habeant teneant et custodiant ac habere tenere 
et custodire valeant et possint infra B'gum p'dum limites et precincta 
ejusdem quoHbet anno imp^petuum p'dam Feriam sive Nundinum in- 
cipiendum in die Marti s prox*o ante diem Dominiciim communiter 
vocatum Anglice Shrove Sundaye et per totum ilium diem Martis et 
per tres dies prox'os sequentes continuandam et duraturam unacum 
Curia pedis pulverisati ibidem tempore ejusdem Ferle sivi Nundini 
tenenda Et cum omnibus libertatibus hberis consuet*bus tolnetis stallagijs 
picagijs finibus amerciamentis ac omnibus alijs proficuis commoditatibus 
advantagijs et euiolumentis quibuscunque ad hujusmodi Feriam sive 
Nimdinum ac Curiam pedis pulverisati pertinentibus emergentibiis acci- 
dentibus contingentibus aut ullo modo spectantibus et hoc absque 
molestatione impedimento gravamine vel contradictione n'ri Heredum 
vel Succ'orum n'rorum aut aliquorum Officiarium vel Ministrorum n'rorum 
Heredum vel Succ'orum n*rorum quorumcimque. Ita tamen quod p'da 
Feria sive nundinum non sit ad nocumentum aliarnm vicinarum Feria- 
rum sive Nundinorum ibidem prope adjacentium. J6t UlterfU0 VOlumUB 
ac per presentes pro nob. heredibus et succ'bus n'ris coneedimus et 
coufirmamus prefatis Majori et B'gensibus B'gi p'di et succ'bus suis 
onmes et omnimodas Lib'tates Franchesias Immunitates exemptiones 
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quittances, rights, jurisdictions, lands, tenements, wastes, vacant 
estates, commons, and hereditaments, farms, markets, tolls, talliages, 
stallages, picages, customs, escheats, and other profits whatsoever. 
Also as many and such this kind of and similar Guardians of the 
Church [churchwardens] , Guardians of the Grammar School, 
Courts Leet, View of Frankpledge, guilds, fraternities, fines, 
amercements, chattels, waifs, strays, chattels of felons and fugitives, 
suicides, and outlaws, deodands, and all other rights, jurisdictions, 
advantages, and emoluments whatsoever, how many, how great, of 
what sort, and what the Burgesses of Stafford or B'gesses of the 
Bor. of Stafford or B'gesses of the Town of Stafford or the Bailiffis 
and B'gesses of the Bor. of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, or 
any one or more of them or their predecessors or any one or more of 
them and of the Inhabitants of the Bor. or Town of Stafford, by 
whatever names or name or by whatever Incorporation or by 
pretext of whatever Incorporation they have hitherto had, held, 
used, or enjoyed, or ought to have, hold, use, or enjoy, by reason or 
pretext of any Letters Patent [granted] by the Lord John formerly 
King of England or by any one or more of our progenitors, Kings or 
Queens of England, in whatever manner hitherto had, made, 
granted, or confirmed, or by whatever other legal means, right, title, 
custom, use, or prescription hitherto had, made, or used, although 

privilegia quietancia Jura Jurisdictiones terras vasta vacancia funda 
CommuniaB et Hereditamenta firmas Nundina Mercata tolneta theolonias 
stallagia picagia custumas eschaetas ac alia proficua quecunque. Necnon 
tot et talia hujusmodi et consimilia Gardianos Ecclesie Gardianos Schole 
Grammaticalis Curias Letas visus franoiplegij guildas fraternitates Fines 
Amerciamenta Catalla waviata extrahura Catalla felonum et fugitivonim 
felonum de se et in exigendo positorum deodanda ac omnia alia Jura 
Jurisdictiones adventagia et emolumenta quecunque quot quanta qualia 
et que B'gepses de Staff'a aut B'genses B'gi de Staff'a aut B'genses 
Ville de Staff'a autr Ballivi et B*genBe8 B'gi de Staffordia in oomitatu 
Staffordie aut eorum aliqui vel aliquis aut P'decessores sui aut eorum 
aliquorum vel alicujus aut B'genses et Inhabitantes B'gi sive Ville de 
Staff'a per quecunque nomina sive per quecunque {sic) nomen vel per 
quamcunque Incorporationem vel preteztu cujuscunque Incorporationis 
antehac habuerunt tenuerunt usi vel gavisi fuerunt aut habere tenere 
uti vel gaudere debuerunt ratione vel preteztu aliquarum literarum 
patentium per Dominum Johannem quondam Begem Anglie vel per 
aliquem vel aliquos alios Progenitorum vel Antecessorum n'rorum nuper 
Begum vel Beginarum Anglie quoquomodo antehao habitarum factarum 
concessarum seu oonfirmatarum seu quecunque alio legali modo Jure 
titulo consuet'e usu vel prescriptione antehac habita facta seu usitate 
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the same or any of them hitherto were used or abused or illused or 
discontinued. And although the same or any of them are or were 
forfeited and lost. To be had, holden, and enjoyed by the aforesaid 
Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid and their succ'ors for 
ever. Rendering and paying to us our heirs and succ'ors yearly as 
many as great such the same this kind of and similar rents, services, 
sums of money and demands whatsoever, how many how great 
what sort and what have been customary or ought to be rendered or 
paid to us from or for the same. XKlbCtCtOtC we will and by the 
present [letters] for us our heirs and succ'ors firmly enjoining do 
ordain and command that the aforesaid Mayor and B'gesses of the 
Bor. aforesaid and their succ'ors may have, hold, use, and enjoy, 
and fully, freely, and wholly be qualified and able to have, hold, 
use, and enjoy for ever all the liberties, free customs, privileges, 
authorities, jurisdictions, and quittances aforesaid, according to the 
tenour and effect of these our Letters Patent, without occasion or 
impediment of us our heirs and succ'ors whatsoever. Being 
unwilling that the same Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid 
and their succ'ors or any of them by reason of the premisses or any 
of them by us our heirs or succ'ors, our Justices, Sheriffs, Bscheators, 
or other Bailiffs or Ministers of us our heirs or succ'ors whatever, 
be intermeddled with, molested, vexed, or in anywise perturbed. 



licet eadem aut eorum aliquod vel aliqua antehac usi fuenint vel fait 
aut abusa vel male usa aut diBcontinuata fuenint ac licet eadem aut 
eorum aliquod vel aliqua forisfacta aut deperdita sunt vel fuerunt 
Habendum tenendum et gaudendum prefatis Majori et B'gensibus B'gi 
p'di et 8ucc*bu8 suis imp'petuum Beddendum et solvendum nobis heredibus 
et succ'bus n'ris annuatim tot tanta talia eadem hujusmodi et consimilia 
redditus servicia denariorum sununas et demaunda quecunque quot quanta 
qualia et que nobis de aut pro eisdem reddi seu solvi consueverunt sive 
debuerunt Quare volumus ac per presentes pro nob. heredibus et succ'bus 
n'ris firmiter iniungentes precipimus et mandamus quod prefati Major 
et B'genses B'gi p'di et succ'ores sui habeant t^eant utantur et gaudeant 
ac plene libere et integre habere tenere uti et gaudere valeant et possint 
imp'petuum omnes libertates liberas consuet'es privilegia authoritates 
Jurisdictiones et quietancia p'da secundum tenorem et effectum harum 
Literarum n'rarum patencium sine occasione vel impedimento n'ro Here- 
dum et Succ'orum n'rorum quorumcunque. Nolentes quod ijdem Major 
et B'genses B'gi p'di et Succ'ores sui vel eorum aliquis vel aliqui ratione 
premissorum vel eorum alicujus per nos heredes vel succ'ores n'ros 
Justiciaries Vicecomites Escaetores aut alios Ballivos sive Ministros' 
n'ros heredum vel succ'orum n'rorum quorumcunque inde occasionentur 
molestentur vexentur seu in aliquo perturbentur. \)0iCt\tC6 ac per 
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IRntlUnd and by these present letters commanding and ordaining 
both to our Treasurer, Chancellor, and Barons of the Exchequer at 
Westminster, and our other Justices and officers and of our heirs 
and succ'ors, and to our Attorney and Solicitor-General for the time 
being and each of them, and to all other our officers and ministers 
whatsoever : That neither they nor any of them may pursue or 
continue or shall make or cause, nor shall any of them make or 
cause any writ or summons de qiu) warranto or any other writ, writs, 
or processes against our aforesaid Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. 
aforesaid or any of them whatsoever, for any causes, things, matters, 
offences, by claims or usurpations, or any of them by themselves or 
any of them due, claimed, used, attempted, had, or usurped before 
the day of the drawing up of the present letters. Willing also that 
the Mayor and B'gesses of the Bor. aforesaid, or any of them, 
through any one or more of our Justices, Officers, or Ministers 
aforesaid in or for due use, claim, or abuse of any other liberties, 
franchises, or jurisdictions within the Bor. aforesaid after the limits 
or precincts of the same, before the day of the drawing up of these 
our Letters Patent, by no means shall be molested or harassed or 
compelled to answer to them or any of them. p^Ot>f^C^ ElWEl^S 
that these our Letters Patent or anything contained in them do not 
extend to the prejudice of the Bishop of Coventry and Lichfield or 



presentes mandantes et precipientes tarn Thesaurario Cancellario et 
Baronibus Scaccarij n'ri Westonasterij ac alijs JusticiariJB et Officiarijs 
n'ris ac Heredum et Succ*onim n'rorum quam Attomato et SoUioitatori 
n'ro Generali pro tempore existentibus et eorum cuilibet et omnibus 
yT alijs Officiarijs et Ministris n'ris quibuscunque Quod nee ipsi nee eorum 

aliquis vel aliqui aliquod breve sive summonltionem de quo warranto sive 
aliquod alio breve brevia vel processus n'ros quoscunque versus prefatos 
Majorem et B'genses B'gi p'di aut eorum aliquem vel aliquos pro 
aliquibus causis rebus materijs offensis clameo aut usurpatione aut eorum 
Gbliquo per ipsos aut eorum aliquem aut aliquos debitis clamatis in usitatis 
attemptis habitis seu usurpatis ante diem confectionis presentium pro- 
sequantur aut continuantur aut prosequi aut continuari facient vel 
causabunt aut eorum aliquis faciet vel causabit Volentes «ciam quod 
Major et B'genses B'gi p'di vel eorum aliqui per aliquos vel aliquem 
Justiciarium Officiarium vel Ministrum p'dum in aut pro debito usu 
clameo vel abusu aliquarum aliarum Libertatum franchesiarum aut 
Jurisdictionum infra B'gum p'dum limites aut precincta ejusdem ante 
diem confectionis harum Literarum n'rarum patentium minime moles- 
tcutur aut impediantur aut ad ea vel eorum aliquod vel aliqua respondere 
compellentur. |>rOVi60 SCttipct quod he Litere n're Patentes nee aliquid 
in eisdem contentum non extendit ad pre judicium Episcopi Coventrie et 
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his successors for or concerning any liberties, jurisdictions, profits, 

commodities, or emoluments pertaining or belonging by right to the 

same Bishop or his succ'ors, although express mention of the true 

annual value, &c., &c. In witness whereof we have caused these 

our Letters Patent to be made. TKIlitnCSS myself at Westminster, 

on the 8th day of April, in the 12th year of our reign over England, 

France, and Ireland, and the 47th over Scotland. By writ of the 

Privy Seal, &c. 

Pbnnyman. 

The fine is taxed for Confirmation of Liberties at £6. . 



(Translated chiefly from the Inspeximus of Greqrge III., collated with other 
copies, the original not beiiur in the possession of the Town Clerk. Excepting the 
Inspeximus all other accessime copies have been found to be exceedingly defective.) 



Lichfield, aut Succ'ormn suorum pro vel concernens aHquibus Lib'tatibus 

JuriBdictionibus proficuis commoditatibus vel emolumentis eidem Episcopo 

et Succ'bus suis de jure pertinentibus sive spectantibus ; eo quod expressa 

mentio de vero valore annuo aut de aliquo valore vel de certitudine 

premissor. sive eorum alicujus, aut de aliis doniB Bive concessionib. per 

nos seu p. aliquem progenitor, sive p'decessor nostror. p'fatis Majori et 

B'gensib. B'gi p'di antehec tempora factls in p'sentib. minime facta 

existit. aut aliquo statute, &c., nonobstante. In cujuB rei testimonium 

has Literas n'ras fieri fecimus patentee. TTCBtC me ipso apud West- 

monasterium Octavo die Aprilis Anno Begni n*ri Anglie, Francie, et 

Hibernie duodecimo, et Scotie quadragesimo septimo per breve de privato 

Sigillo, &c. 

Fennyman. 

Taxatur finis pro confirmatione Libertatum ad -66. 



Boit^ on tf)0 Seconti Hettets )^atent 
of 3Faw^s L 

IT has been found necessary, for the sake of clearness, slightly 
to modify the literal translation of certain forms of the verb, 
especially the future-perfect, the English sense being quite as clearly 
expressed by the simple future. Also in certain phrases such as 
** Sergeants-at-Mace," which is better rendered ** Sergeants of the 
Mace," as ** Justices of the Peace," ** King of Arms" ; though some 
such phrases still remain in use, e.g.y Sergeant-at-Law, Barrister-at- 
Law, &c. But of course the rigid adherence to any formal plan is 
next to impossible when the endeavour is always to bring out most 
clearly and accurately the intention of the writer — by no means 
always an easy task owing sometimes to the numerous contractions 
and the entire absence of punctuation, but more frequently to the 
loose and rambling phraseology and the unreasonable length of 
many of the clauses. 
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Vefieficiis. — Tt will be remembered that in the time of James I. 
the belief in witchcraft still survived. When doctors were scarce, 
women sought the healing herbs of the field and did their utmost 
to mitigate the sufferings of their neighbours. But the Church 
denounced this innovation and declared the woman-healer to be a 
witch, consigning her to the most exquisite tortures. The witch- 
finder became a profession, and thousands of poor women were 
murdered because they were supposed to be witches. It has been 
estimated that 30,000 unhappy creatures perished in England and 
on the Continent before the folly and wickedness of this belief died 
out. At Salem, in New England, 19 persons were hanged for 
witchcraft in 1692. The word Veneficiis evidently connects witch- 
craft with poisoning. 

Sortilegiis. — Sortilegitcm was sorcery or divination by lot. 
Sorcery, like witchcraft, was considered heresy. Sorcery was 
excepted out of the Act of General Pardon, 12 Car. 2, cap. 11. 

Forstellariis. — ^Fors tailing meant the buying or bargaining for 
any cattle, fish, or other merchandise by the way, before it should 
reach any fair or market to be sold. It was also used to mean pre- 
venting a deer which had broken out of the forest from returning 
again. 

Begratoriis, — Regrator formerly meant such as bought in gross 
and sold by retail. Its meaning here refers to one who buys and 
sells any wares or victuals in the same market or fair or within four 
miles thereof. 

Ingrossoriis. — An ingrosser is one that buys corn growing or 
dead victuals to sell again. His crime was in transgressing the 
restrictions placed upon him. Anciently both the ingrosser and 
regrator were comprehended under the word forstaller. 

Maiheniandum, — Maihem or mayhem is an old term signifying 
the deprivation of a member proper for defence in fight, such as an 
arm, leg, finger, eye, or foretooth : but not an ear or the nose. 

Nundinum was a High or Great Market as distinct from the 
Mercatum or ordinary market. 

The Court of Record to be held every three weeks is seemingly 
the Court of Petty Sessions. 

The Court of Pie-powder or *' Dusty-foot " was so called 
because intended for hearing any case arising in the market or fair 
itself, there and then : the persons coming in with dusty feet as 
from the highroad, without the delay of previous application for 
hearing. 
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Mtmtt in Moxtmmn of i^uttn 

Sl^n. tatfit t708. 

|NNE, by the GEACE of god, Queen of Great 
Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. 
TLO all to whom these presents shall come : Greeting. 
TKUbCtCaS the Mayor and Burgesses of our Burrough 
of Stafford have by their petition Humbly prayed Us to Grant 
Our Lycence to them and their Successors to Purchase and 
Eeceive in Mortmain any Lands, Tenements, or Hereditaments 
not exceeding the Yearly Value of Four Hundred Pounds for the 
Use of that Corporation (In regard the said Corporation have not 
at present any Capacity to Make any Purchase for any Charitable 
or other Public Use) Wee being Grateously Pleased to Grant their 
Request. "RttOW 8CC therefore That Wee for divers good Causes 
and Considerations Us hereunto especially moving Of Our especiall 
Grace, certaine Knowledge, and meer motion bat>C Given and 
Granted, And by these Presents for Us Our Heirs and Successors 
l)OC flft>C and Grant unto the said Mayor and Burgesses of Our 
Burrough of Stafford Our Especiall Lycence, full power, and Lawful 
and absolute Authority to Purchase, Acquire, Take, Hold, and Receive 
in Mortmain in Perpetuity or otherwise to or to the Use of or 
in Trust for them and their Successors from any person or persons, 
Bodys, Politick or Corporate, their Heires and Successors, respec- 
tively, any Manors, Messuages, Lands, Tenements, Rents, or 
Hereditaments within that psirt of Our United Kingdome of Great 
Britain called England, or Dominion of Wales, not exceeding the 
Yearly Value of Four Hundred Pounds above all Charges and 
Reprizes. Hltl) Wee doe hereby also for Us Our Heires and 
Successors Give and Grant Our Especiall Lycence, full Power, 
and Lavdull and absolute Authority to any person or persons, 
Bodys, Politick or Corporate, their Heires and Successors respec- 
tively, to Grant, Alien [ate] , Sell, Convey, or Dispose of in 
Mortmain to or to the Use of or in Trust for the said Mayor and 
Burgesses of Our said Burrough of Stafford and their Successors, 
any Manors, Messuages, Lands, Tenements, Rents, or Heredita- 
ments within that said part of Our United Kingdome of Great 
Britain called England, or Dominion of Wales aforesaid, not 
exceeding the Yearly Value of Four Hundred Pounds above all 
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Charges and BeprizeB to and for the Uses and Purposes ahove 
mentioned. Hn^ Wee doe hereby for Us Our Heires and Succes- 
sors Grant unto the said Mayor and Burgesses of Our Burrough 
of Stafford and their Successors for ever that these Our Letters 
Patents or the InroUment thereof shall be in and by all things 
good, firme, valid, sufficient, and effectuall in the Law according 
to the true Intent and Meaning thereof, Notwithstanding the not 
rightly Naming or Describing any of the Manors, Messuages, 
Lands, Tenements, Bents, or Hereditaments to be Granted, 
Alien [at] ed, or Disposed of in Mortmain to the said Mayor and 
Burgesses of Our Burrough of Stafford and their Successors in 
Fee or otherwise as aforesaid. Or any other Omission, Imper- 
fection, Incertainty, Defect, matter, cause, or thing whatsoever 
to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. Jfl WftflCBSC 
whereof Wee have caused these Our Letters to be made Patents. 
TRnttneSSe Our Selfe at Westminster the Twelfth day of January, 
in [the] Sixth Year of Our Eeigne. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 

Cocks. 



Written on one large sheet of parchment, havinff engraved initial, head line, and 
side borders, the latter containing emblematical figures and the royal arms and 
crown. A plaited white-and-red silk cord holds a fragment of the great seal in 
green wax. 
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finspextttitts of Seorge III. 

match 27tfit t767. 

|B0EGE the THIED, by the Grace of God, of Great 

Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the 

Faith, and so forth. XCO Ell to whom these Presents 

shall come; Greeting. TOUe bEVC t^0pCCte^ the 

Inrollment of a certain Charter of Incorporation of our Eoyal 

Predecessor James the First, late King of England, and so forth, 

bearing date at Westminster, the eighth day of April, in the twelfth 

year of his Eeign, made and granted to the Mayor and Burgesses of 

the Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, which said 

Inrollment now remains duly upon Eecord amongst the Eolls and 

Records in the Chapel of the Eolls of our High Court of Chancery, 

The Tenor whereof is in the words following, to wit : Vicesima 

secunda pars patentium de Anno Eegni Eegis Jacobi Duodecimo, 

numero Nono de Corporacione pro Burgo de Staffordia. Eex 

omnibus ad quos, &c. [Here follows the preceding Charter or 

Letters Patent of 12 James I. to the words Per breve de private 

sigillo, &c.] UHlC tbCtCfOtCt at the request of the now Mayor and 

Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, 

have caused the said Letters Patent to be exemplified under our 

Great Seal of Great Britain. In witness whereof we have caused 

these our Letters to be made Patent. TTdttnCSB ourself at 

Westminster, the twenty-seventh day of March, in the seventh year 

of our reign. 

Sewell. Eooke. 

•o • ju ^(Tho. Lane ) Masters in 
Exammed by us(^j^^^ ^uddon \ Chancery. 



Written on eleven large Bkins of thick parchment or vellum, each containing 
about 40 linee^ each having the upper and side margins ornamented with engraved 
borders containing emblematical figures and portraits. The initial G has inside it a 
portrait-bust of G^r^ III., and the top line of each sheet is written in laiye German 
text, the rest being m ordinary chancery engrossing. At foot is a cora to which 
formerly was attadied the great seal— an example of which is now preserved in the 
William Salt Library. The sheets are about 30 inches wide by nearly 24 deep. 



SewelL — Sir Thomas Sewell was Master of the Eolls, appointed 
Dec. 4, 1764 (5 Geo. III.) 
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itf)uxitx of Seotge IV. 

EOEGE THE FOUETH, by the Grace of God, of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, 
Defender of the Faith. XCO all to whom these 
Presents shall come; Greeting. WibCXCUB our 
Borough of Stafford, in our County of Stafford, is an ancient and 
populous Borough, and the Burgesses of the same Borough, 
from time whereof the memory of Man is not to the con- 
trary have had, used, and enjoyed divers Liberties, Fran- 
chises, Immunities, and Pre-eminences by the Charters of divers 
of our Progenitors and Predecessors, late Kings and Queens 
of England, to them and their Predecessors heretofore made, 
granted, and confirmed, as also by reason of divers Prescriptions, 
Usages, and Customs in the same Borough used and accustomed. 
HUl) VOhCVCUB our Royal Predecessor, the Lofd James the First, 
late King of England, by his Letters Patent under the Great Seal of 
England, bearing date at Westminster, the Eighth day of April, in 
the twelfth year of his Reign, did ordain, declare, and grant that the 
said Borough should be a free Borough, and the Burgesses of the 
said Borough should thereafter be incorporated by the name of the 
Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the County of 
Stafford, and did thereby amongst other things grant and ordain 
that thereafter there should be within the said Borough certain 
Persons to be elected from time to time in the manner therein 
expressed who should be and should be called the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Capital Burgesses of the said Borough, and should also be and 
should be called the Common Council of the said Borough, And did 
also by the said Letters Patent give and grant unto the said Mayor 
and Burgesses divers other Liberties, Franchises, and Immunities, 
and confirm all their ancient Liberties and Privileges as by the said 
Charter (relation being thereunto had) will more fully appear. HUl) 
WbcrcaS we are informed that Judgment of Ouster hath lately 
been given in our Court before us against Francis Hughes, Esquire, 
for exercising the office of Mayor of the said Borough, and that the 
Members of the Common Council of the said Borough are reduced 
below the number required by law to constitute a legal Assembly of 
the said Common Council, or to do or transact any of those matters 
and things which by the aforesaid Letters Patent they were 
empowered and required to do and transact, in consequence whereof 
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no lawful Mayor of the said Borough can be elected, and the said 
Corporation is dissolved. Hill) WbCtCflS thereupon divers of the 
Burgesses of the same Borough have Petitioned Us, That We would 
be pleased to make, ordain, constitute, and anew create, that they 
and other the Inhabitants of the Borough aforesaid should be a New 
Body politic and corporate by the name of Mayor and Burgesses of 
the Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, TKflC therefore 
willing there may be in the same Borough One certain and 
undoubted method of and for the keeping our Peace, and for the 
good rule and government of the People there and of others thither 
resorting, of our special grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, 
f)at)C willed, granted, ordained, constituted, and declared. And by 
these Presents for us our heirs and successors, H)0 will, grant, 
ordain, constitute, and declare. That the said Borough of Stafford, 
in the aforesaid County of Stafford, be and shall be and remain for 
ever hereafter a Free Borough of itself. And that the Burgesses of 
the same Borough, by whatsoever name or names they or their 
predecessors have been heretofore incorporated, be and shall be by 
force of these presents for ever hereafter One Body corporate and 
politic, in deed, fact, and name, by the name of *' The Mayor and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford," And them by the name of 
the Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, in the 
County of Stafford, One Body corporate and politic, in deed, 
fact, and name, TIClC bEVC made, created, confirmed, and 
declared. And by these Presents fully and firmly for us our 
heirs and successors H)0 make, create, confirm, and declare. 
And that by the same name they shall have perpetual suc- 
cession. And that by the name of the Mayor and Burgesses of 
the Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, they shall or 
may be for ever hereafter persons fit and capable in the law to have, 
purchase, receive, possess, enjoy, and retain Lands, Tenements, 
Liberties, Privileges, Jurisdictions, Franchises, and Hereditaments, 
whatsoever, of whatsoever kind, name, nature, quality or sort they 
may be, to them and their successors, in fee and perpetuity, or for 
term of year or years, or otherwise, in any manner howsoever, and 
also goods and chattels and any other things whatsoever of whatso- 
ever kind, name, nature, quality or sort they may be. And also to 
give, grant, demise, alien, assign, and dispose of Lands, tenements, 
hereditaments, goods, chattels and things and to do and execute all 
and singular other deeds, matters, and things by the name aforesaid, 
And that by the same name of the Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, they may and shall 
be able to plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend 
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and be defended, in whatsoever Courts and places and before the 

Judges and Justices and other persons and officers whomsoever of 

us our heirs and successors, in all and singular actions, pleas, suits, 

plaints, causes, matters, and demands whatsoever, of whatsoever 

kind, name, nature, quality, or sort they may be or shall be in the 

same manner and form as any other our liege subjects, of this our 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, being persons fit and 

capable in the law, or any other body corporate and politic within 

our said United Kingdom may and shall be able to have, purchase, 

receive, possess, enjoy, retain, give, grant, demise, alien, assign, and 

dispose of, plead and be impleaded, answer and be answered, defend 

and be defended. And that they may have for ever a Common Seal, 

to serve for transacting the causes and businesses whatsoever of 

them and their successors. And that it may and shall be lawful to 

the same Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, and their 

successors, the same Seal at their pleasure from time to time to 

break, change, and make anew, as to them shall seem best to be done. 

Hnt) further we will and by these presents for us our heirs and 

successors, grant, and ordain, that hereafter for ever there shall be 

within the Borough aforesaid, one of the more honest and discreet 

Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid to be chosen in form hereinafter 

in these Presents mentioned, from amongst the Aldermen of* the 

said Borough who shall be and be called the Mayor of the Borough 

aforesaid. And that likewise there shall be within the Borough 

aforesaid Eleven Men of the same Borough including the Mayor, 

to be chosen in form also hereinafter in these Presents mentioned, 

who shall be and be called Aldermen of the Borough, and one of 

which said eleven men shall from time to time be chosen Mayor, as 

hereinafter in these presents mentioned. And that also there may be 

and shall be within the same Borough, Ten other Men of the same 

Borough, to be chosen in form also hereinafter in these Presents 

mentioned, who shall be and be called Capital Burgesses of the 

Borough aforesaid, and shall be from time to time assisting and 

aiding the Mayor and Aldermen of the said Borough for the time 

being, in all causes, things, matters, and Businesses, touching or 

concerning the said Borough. HldO we will and by these Presents 

for us, our heirs and successors, grant, that the aforesaid Mayor, 

Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of the same Borough of Stafford, 

for the time being, may be shall be and shall be called the Common i 

Council of the same Borough, for all the things, causes, matters, 

acts, ordinances, and businesses touching and concerning the 

Borough aforesaid, or the rule and government thereof, and the 

public utility and advantage of the same Borough and Inhabitants A 
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thereof, from time to time to be done and executed for the better 
Government ajid rule of the Inhabitants, and the causes, things, and 
businesses, of the said Borough, and the Liberty of the same. 
Hn& further we will, and by these presents for us our heirs and 
successors, grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, 
or the greater part of them (of whom the Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being, we will to be one), upon public 
summons thereof to be made, shall have full power, faculty, and 
authority in some convenient place within the Borough aforesaid, 
from time to time to assemble in Common Council, and there to 
frame, constitute, ordain, make, and establish from time to time, 
reasonable Laws, Statutes, Constitutions, Decrees, and Ordinances, 
in writing, whatsoever, which to them or the greater part of them 
(of whom the Mayor for the time being, we will to be one) shall 
seem to be good, wholesome, useful, honest, and necessary, according 
to their sound discretion, for the good rule and Government of the 
Borough aforesaid, and of all and singular the Officers, Ministers, 
> Artificers, Inhabitants, and Eesiants whomsoever, within the 
Borough aforesaid and the Liberty of the same, for the time being, 
and for declaring in what manner and order the same Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses and all and singular the Officers, 
Ministers, Artificers, Inhabitants, and Resiants within the Borough 
aforesaid in their offices, functions, ministries, arts, and businesses, 
within the Borough aforesaid and the Liberties and Precincts of the 
same, for the time being, shall hold, bear, and employ themselves 
for the further public good, common utility, and good rule of the 
Borough aforesaid, and the victualling of the same, and in other 
things and causes whatsoever, touching or in any wise concerning 
the Borough aforesaid, and that the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or the greater 
part of them (of whom the Mayor for the time being we will to be 
one), so often as they shall make, frame, ordain, or establish such Laws, 
Institutions, Bights, Ordinances, and Constitutions, in form afore- 
said, may be able to impose and assess, make, ordain, limit, and 
provide such sort of and such reasonable pains, punishments, and 
penalties, by imprisonment of the body, or by fines and amerciaments 
or by either of them towards and upon all Delinquents against such 
Laws, Rights, Ordinances, and Constitutions or either of them as 
and which to the same Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of 
the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or the greater part of 
them (of whom the Mayor of the same Borough for the time being 
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we will always to be one), shall seem to be better necessary, fitting, 
and requisite for the observance of the same Laws, Ordinances, and 
Constitutions and may and shall be able to levy and have the same 
fines and amerciaments for the use of the aforesaid Mayor and 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors, without 
the impediment of us our heirs or successors, or of either or any our 
Officers or Ministers, and without* any account to us our heirs or 
successors thereof, to be rendered. All and singular which Laws, 
Ordinances, Eights, and Constitutions so as aforesaid to be made, 
TOlC will to be observed under the pains in the same to be contained. 
So nevertheless that such Laws, Ordinances, Eights, Institutions, 
and Constitutions, Imprisonments, Fines, and Amerciaments be 
reasonable and not repugnant nor contrary to the Laws, Statutes, 
Customs, or Eights of our said United Kingdom. And for the 
better execution of our Will and Grant in this behalf, TOlc bdLVC 
assigned, nominated, created, constituted, and made. And by these 
Presents for us, our heirs, and successors, S)0 assign, nominate, 
create, constitute, and make our trusty and well-beloved Francis 
Hughes, Esquire, to be the first and modern Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid, Willing that the same Francis Hughes shall be and 
continue in the Office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid from the 
date of these Presents until Monday next after the Feast of Saint 
Luke the Evangelist, which will be in the year of our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight. And from thence until 
one other of the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid to the Office of 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid shall be in due manner elected, 
appointed and sworn, according to the ordinance and provision 
hereinafter in these Presents expressed and declared, if the same 
Francis Hughes shall so long live. HU& we further will and 
grant that when the said Francis Hughes shall have ceased to be 
Mayor of the said Borough, he the said Francis Hughes shall be 
and be called one of the Aldermen of the said Borough. HISO we 
have assigned, nominated, created, and constituted And by these 
Presents for us our heirs and successors Do assign, nominate, create, 
and constitute our trusty and well-beloved Thomas Mottershaw 
HubbalIi, Henry Eathbone, Clerk, James Turnock, William 
FowKE, Joshua Drewry, Edward Worsey, John Marsh, Thomas 
Morgan, John Shaw, and John Eogbrs, to be the first and modem 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, to continue in the same Offices 
during their natural lives, unless in the meantime for misgovemment 
or misconducting themselves in that behalf or for any reasonable 
cause from the same Office they or any or either of them shall be 
amoved. Htt^ we have assigned, nominated, constituted, and 
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made, And by these Presents for ns our heirs and successors Do 
assign, nominate, constitute, and make our trusty and well-beloved 
Francis Hawthorn, Eichard Hughes, James Cramer, Junior, 
EoBERT Hughes, James Dickenson, Edward Dickenson, John 
BouLTON, Charles Webb, George Webb, and John Hawthorn, 
to be the first and modern Capital Burgesses of the Borough afore- 
said, to continue in the same iDffices during their natural livesi 
unless in the mean time for misgovernment or misconducting 
themselves, in that Jbehalf or for any reasonable cause from the same 
Offices they t>r any or either of them shall be amoved. Htt^ further 
we Will and by these-Presents for us our heirs and successors Grant 
to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, and 
their successors, that the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses 
of the same Borough for the time being, or the greater part of them, 
(of whom the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being 
We will to be one,) may have and shall have full power and 
authority, on Monday next following after the Feast of Saint Luke 
the Evangelist, which will be in the year of our Lord One thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-eight, and so thenceforth for ever, yearly, 
and every year, on Monday next following after the Feast of Saint 
Luke the Evangelist, to meet and assemble in some convenient place 
within the Borough aforesaid, and there may and shall be able to 
choose and nominate one other of the Aldermen of the Borough 
aforesaid to be Mayor of the said Borough, for one whole year, from 
thence next following, and that he after he shall have been so as 
aforesaid nominated and chosen as Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, 
before he be admitted to execute the same Office shall take a 
Corporal Oath before the last Mayor, his Predecessor, in the 
presence of the aforesaid Aldermen and Capital Burgesses or so 
many of them who will be present, rightly, well, and faithfully, to 
execute the same Office in all things and by all things touching the 
same Office, and that he so chosen after such Oath so as aforesaid 
taken, may and shall be able to execute the Office of Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid for one whole year next following, and from 
thence until one other of the Aldermen to the same office shall be 
in due manner chosen, appointed, and sworn according to the 
ordinance and provision in these Presents expressed and declared. 
Hn& further we Will And by these Presents for us our heirs and 
successors Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors. That if it shall happen that 
the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, at any time 
hereafter within one year after he shall have been as aforesaid 
appointed and sworn to the Office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, 
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shall die, that then and so often it shall be lawful to the aforesaid 
Aldermen and Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, for the 
time being, or the greater part of them, within eight days then next 
following the death of the same Mayor, to assemble in some 
convenient place within the Borough aforesaid, and there to choose, 
nominate, and appoint one honest and fit Man of the aforesaid 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaii, for the time being, as and for 
the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, in the place of the same Mayor 
60 dead. And that he to the OfBce of Mayor so chosen and appointed 
shall take a Corporal Oath before such Aldermen and Capital 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, who shall 
then be present, in some convenient place within the Borough 
aforesaid, to be limited and assigned, rightly, well, and faithfully to 
execute the same Office in all things and by all things touching the 
sajne Office, and that after such Oath so taken he may have and 
exercise the Office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, during the 
residue of the same year, and from thence until one other of the 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid into the same Office shall be in 
due manner chosen and sworn, and so as often as the case shall 
thus happen, and if it shall happen that the Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid or either or any of them shall die or from the 
same Office be amoved, and which Aldermen either or any of them 
not well conducting themselves in the same Office, or for any other 
reasonable cause, at the pleasure of the Mayor, and other the 
Aldermen and Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid for the 
time being, or the greater part of them, TRUC Will to be amoveable, 
that then and so often it shall and may be lawful to the aforesaid 
Mayor and Aldermen then surviving and remaining, and the 
Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid or the greater part of 
them, (of whom the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time 
being TRIlC will to be one,) to- choose, nominate and appoint, one 
other or others of the more honest and discreet Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid to the Office or Offices of Alderman or Aldermen 
of the same Borough, in the place or places of the same Alderman 
or Aldermen so being dead or amoved, to fill up the aforesaid 
number of the said Aldermen of the Borough of Stafford aforesaid, 
and so from time to time as often as the case shall thus happen, and 
that every person and persons so nominated and chosen to be 
nominated and chosen to the Office or Offices of Alderman or 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, shall take and make a Corporal 
Oath before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, 
and so many of the Common Council of the same Borough who will 
be present, rightly, well, and faithfully to execute the same Office of 
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Alderman, in all things and by all things, And if it shall happen 
that the Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid for the time 
being, or either or any of them shall die, or from their Office be 
amoved, and which Capital Burgesses or either or any of the same 
not well conducting themselves in the same Office or for any other 
reasonable cause at the pleasure of the Mayor, Aldermen, and the 
residue of the Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, or the 
greater part of them, XPBlC Will to be amovable, that then and so 
often it shall and may be lawful to the aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Capital Burgesses, of the Borough aforesaid, then surviving and 
remaining, or the greater part of them, (of whom the Mayor of the 
said Borough for the time being We Will to be one,) to choose, 
nominate, and appoint one or more honest and discreet Man, 
inhabiting and residing in the Borough aforesaid, to the Office or 
Offices of Capital Burgess or Capital Burgesses, of the same Borough, 
in the place or places of him or them so being dead or amoved, to 
fill up the number of the aforesaid Ten Capital Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, and so from time to time as often as the case 
shall thus happen. And that every person or persons so nominated 
and chosen to be nominated and chosen to the Office or Offices of a 
Capital Burgess or Capital Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid shall 
take and make a Corporal Oath before the Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid for the time being, well and faithfully to exercise and 
execute the same Office, and that after such Oath so taken he or 
they may have and exercise the same Office so long as he or they 
shall well conduct himself or themselves, in the same Office. HUt) 
further we Will and by these presents for us our heirs and successors. 
Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough afore- 
said and their successors, that if it shall happen that the Mayor of 
the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, shall be affected 
with sickness so that he cannot attend to the necessary Business 
of the Borough aforesaid, or for any other reasonable cause 
shall depart from the Borough aforesaid, that then and so often it 
may and shall be lawful to the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for 
the time being, so being affected with sickness or absent, to make 
and constitute from time to time one of the Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid who had been theretofore Mayor of the same 
Borough, or for default of such Alderman who had been theretofore 
Mayor of the same Borough, then one of the most ancient of the 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, to be the Deputy of the 
same Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, in the necessary absence 
or sickness of such Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the 
time being, during the pleasure of the same Mayor, for the 
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time being, so being sick or necessarily absent, And that he so as 
aforesaid to be deputed and constituted as Deputy Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid, may and shall be able to do and execute all and 
singular the things which to the Office of the Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid, for the time being, so as aforesaid being sick or necessarily 
absent, by virtue of these our Letters Patent, as fully and entirely 
as such Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, if he 
were present in any manner, right, or title, might and could do and 
execute, a Corpora^ Oath on the Holy Evangelists of God being first 
taken before the Mayor of the same Borough, for the time being, 
or in the absence of the Mayor, before two of the Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid, rightly and faithfully to do and execute all and 
singular the same things, and so as often as the case shall thus 
happen. HlBO we Will and by these Presents for us our heirs and 
successors Grant and Ordain that our right trusty and entirely 
beloved Cousin and Councillor, Geobgb Gbanville Leveson, 
Marquess of Stafford, may and shall be Chief Steward of the afore- 
said Borough of Stafford, to continue in the same Office during the 
natural Life of the same Geobge Gbanville Leveson, Marquess of 
Stafford, and that after the death of the same Geobge Gbanville 
Leveson, Marquess of Stafford, the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital 
Burgesses of the said Borough, for the time being, or the greater 
part of them, from time to time in Common Council assembled, 
(of whom the Mayor of the said Borough for the time being We 
Will to be one), may and shall be able to choose in that behalf some 
fit Man to the Office of Chief Steward of the Borough aforesaid, 
to continue in the same Office during the pleasure of the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of the same Borough, or the 
greater part of them. fln6 further we Will and by these Presents 
for us our heirs and successors Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that they 
and their successors may have in the aforesaid Borough of Stafford 
for ever, one honest and discreet man being a Barrister at Law, to 
be chosen and nominated in form hereinafter expressed, who shall 
be and shall be called Recorder of the Borough aforesaid. And We 
have assigned, constituted, nominated, and made. And by these 
Presents for us our heirs and successors, Do assign, nominate, con- 
stitute, and make our trusty and well-beloved Thomas Swinnebton, 
Esquire, Barrister at Law, to be the first and modern Recorder of 
the Borough of Stafford aforesaid, to continue in the same Office 
during the pleasure of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses 
of the said 3orough, or the greater part of them, and that the said 
Thomas Swinnebton before he proceed to the execution of the 
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Office aforesaid shall take a Corporal Oath on the Holy Evangelists 
of God before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time 
being, rightly, well, and faithfully to execute the same Office in all 
things touching the same Office, And that after the death or 
amoval of the aforesaid Thomas Swinnebtoh, (and which Thomas 
SwiNNERTON from the Office of Recorder of the Borough aforesaid at 
the pleasure of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, or the greater part of them, We Will to be 
amovable), the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of the said 
Borough, for the time being, or the greater part of them, (of whom 
the Mayor of the said Borough, for the time being, We Will to be 
one), within the Borough aforesaid, for this purpose congregated 
and assembled at a convenient time after the death or amoval of 
such Recorder may and shall be able to choose, nominate, and 
appoint one other honest and discreet man, being a Barrister at* 
Law, to be Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, from time to time as 
often as it shall seem necessary to them as aforesaid, in the place 
of the aforesaid Recorder so being dead or from the same Office 
amoved or departing, to continue in the same Office during the 
pleasure of the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, or the greater part of them, for the time being, 
(of whom the Mayor of the said Borough, for the time being, We 
Will to be one), having first taken a Corporal Oath before the 
Mayor of the same Borough, for the time being, well and faithfully 
to execute the same Office of Recorder of the aforesaid Borough of 
Stafford, and so as often as the case shall thus happen. Htt^ 
further, we Will And by these Presents for us our heirs and 
successors Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors. That they and their 
successors may have and shall have at all future times for ever 
within the Borough aforesaid, two or more Officers who shall be 
and shall be called Serjeants at Mace of the Borough aforesaid 
to serve in the Court of the same Borough, and to do and execute 
Processes, Distresses, Attachments, Arrests, Jury Pannels, Inqui- 
sitions, Executions, Judgments, Precepts, Warrants, and other 
Businesses whatsoever within the same Borough, the Limits, 
Bounds, and Precincts of the same, to the Office of Searjeant at 
Mace belonging, concerning the said causes, as in other Courts of 
Record in any other Boroughs, or Towns Corporate within the 
Kingdom of England is used and accustomed, or ought to be done, 
and one of which Serjeants at Mace shall be always nominated, 
chosen, and appointed by the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for 
the time being, and the other or others of the same Searjeants 
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at Mace from time to time shall be nominated, chosen, and ap- 
pointed by the Mayor and common Council of the Borough afore- 
said, and by all other the Burgesses inhabiting within the Borough 
aforesaid, or the greater part of them, and which Serjeants at 
Mace from time to time shall be attending in and upon the Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, and that the said 
Serjeants at Mace so as aforesaid from time to time to be nominated 
and chosen, shall take a Corporal Oath before the Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid, for the time being, and so many of the Aldermen 
and Capital Burgesses of the same Borough who may choose then 
to be present, well and faithfully to execute the same Office of 
Serjeant at Mace of the Borough aforesaid, and that after such 
Oath so taken they and each of them shall have and exercise the 
same Office during the pleasure of the Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Capital Burgesses of the said Borough, for the time being, or the 
greater part of them, (of whom the Mayor of the said Borough for 
the time being We Will to be one), Hn6 further. We Will and 
Ordain, And by these Presents for ng our heirs and successors, 
Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough afore- 
said and their successors, that the said Serjeants at Mace so as 
aforesaid to be appointed may and each of them may carry and 
bear within the Borough aforesaid, Silver or Gilt Maces, engraved 
and adorned with the sign of our Arms, before the Mayor of the 
Borough aforesaid, for the time being, in every place within the 
Borough aforesaid, the Liberties and Precincts of the same. Httt) 
further, We Will and by these Presents for us our heirs and 
successors Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Stafford, and their successors, that the aforesaid 
Francis Hughes, above in these presents named, to be Mayor 
of the Borough aforesaid during the time in which he shall exercise 
the Office of Mayor of the same Borough, and the Mayor of the 
same Borough for the time being, and also the aforesaid Thomas 
SwiNNERTON, abovc in these Presents named, to be Eecorder of 
the Borough aforesaid, during the time in which he shall exercise 
the Office of Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, and also the 
Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, and likewise 
also the aforesaid Thomas Motterbhaw Hubball, and Henry 
Rathbone, above in these Presents named, to be two of the 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, until Monday next after the 
feast of St. Luke, which will be in the year of our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, And after the said 
Monday next after the Feast of St. Luke aforesaid, which will 
be in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Chabteb op Kino Geobge IV. 191 

twenty-eight, such two of the Aldermen of the Borough afore- 
said, for the time being, as shall be chosen by the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of the said Borough, for the 
time being, or the greater part of them, from year to year for 
ever, according to the ordinances hereinafter expressed, may be 
and shall be Justices of us our heirs and successors, and each of 
them may be and shall be a Justice of us our heirs and successors, 
to keep and preserve the Peace of us our heirs and successors 
within the Borough aforesaid and the Limits, Bounds, and 
Precincts of the same, and to keep and cause to be kept all the 
Ordinances and Statutes passed for the good of our peace and 
government of the People of us our heirs and successors, in all their 
Articles in the Borough aforesaid, the Liberties and Precincts of the 
same according to the force, form, and effect of the same, and in 
due manner to punish all those who may be found offending against 
the form of the same Ordinances and Statutes or either of them in 
the Borough aforesaid, the Liberties and Precincts of the same, as 
according to the form of the, same Ordinances and Statutes may be 
to be done, and to cause all those who shall threaten either or any 
of the people of us our heirs and successors of their body, or the 
burning of their houses, to find sufficient security for the Peace, 
or for their good conduct towards us our heirs and successors, and 
all the people of us our heirs and successors, And if they refuse to 
find such security, then to cause them to be safely kept in the 
Prison of us our heirs and successors, in the Borough aforesaid, 
until they find such security, And that the said Francis Hughes 
during the time in which he shall exercise the OflSce of*Mayor in 
the Borough aforesaid, and the Mayor of the Borough Jaforesaid, 
for the time being, and the aforesaid Thomas Swinnerton, the 
modern Eecorder of the Borough aforesaid, during the time in 
which he shall exercise the Office of Recorder of the Borough 
aforesaid hereafter, for the time being, and the aforesaid Thomas 
MoTTERSHAw HuBBALL and Henry Rathbone, two of the modern 
Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, until Monday next after the 
Feast of Saint Luke, which will be in the year of our Lord One 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight, and after the said 
Monday next after the Feast of Saint Luke, which will be in the 
aforesaid year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
eight, such two Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, for the time 
being, who shall be chosen by the Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital 
Burgesses of the said Borough, for the time being, or the greater 
part of them, from year to year for ever, according to the ordin- 
ances hereinafter expressed, or any three or more of them, (of 
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whom the Mayor and Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, for the 
time being, We Will to be two), be the Justices of us our heirs 
and successors to enquire as well by the Oath of good and lawful 
men of the Borough aforesaid, by whom the truth of the matter 
may the better be known, of all and all manner of Felonies and 
Trespasses whatsoever, and of all and singular other crimes and 
offences of which the Justices of the Peace of us our heirs and 
successors may or ought lawfully to enquire, by whomsoever and 
howsoever within the aforesaid Borough, the Liberties, Limits, 
Bounds, and. Precincts of the same, heretofore done or per- 
petrated, or^ which hereafter may happen there to be done or 
attempted, and also of Innkeepers, and all and singular other 
persons who shall offend or attempt or hereafter presume to offend 
or attempt in the abuse of Weights and Measures, or in the sale of 
Victuals in the Borough aforesaid, against the form of the same 
Ordinances or Statutes or either of them thereof, passed for the 
common utility of our said United Kingdom, And also Constables, 
Keepers of Gaols, and other Officers whomsoever, and also in the 
execution of their Offices about the premises or either of them shall 
unduly conduct themselves, or Hereafter presume unduly to conduct 
themselves, or shall be or hereafter shall happen to be lukewarm, 
remiss, or negligent in the Borough aforesaid or within the Limits, 
Bounds, Liberties, and Precincts of the same, and of all and singular 
articles and circumstances and other things whatsoever by whomso- 
ever and in what manner soever made or perpetrated, or which there 
hereafter may happen to be done or attempted within the Borough 
and the Limits, Bounds, Liberties, and Precincts of the same y" 

Borough, in any wise howsoever concerning the premises or eithemof -^ 

them, and to inspect, make, and continue all Indictments whatsoever \ 

heretofore taken before the Bailiffs and Burgesses of the Borough i 

aforesaid, or which hereafter shall be taken before the aforesaid j 

Francis Hughes, during the time in which he shall exercise the \ 

Office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, and before the Mayor of Vj 

the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, and before the aforesaid \\ 

Thomas Swinnerton, the modern Recorder of the Borough afore- 
said, during the time in which he shall exercise the Office of 
Recorder of the Borough aforesaid, hereafter for* the time being, 
and before the aforesaid Thomas Mottbrshall Hubball, and 
Henry Rathbone, two of the modern Aldermen of the Borough 
aforesaid, until Monday next after the Feast of Saint Luke, which 
will be in the aforesaid year of our Lord One Thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-eight. And after the said Monday next after the Feast of 
Saint Luke which will be in the year of our Lord One thousand 
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eight hundred and twenty-eight, such two Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid, for the time being, as by the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Capital Burgesses of the said Borough, for the time being, or 
the greater part of them, shall be chosen as aforesaid, from year to 
year for ever, according to the Ordinance hereinafter expressed, 
or any three or more of them (of whom the Mayor and Eecorder 
of the Borough aforesaid for the time being. We Will to be two), 
and to make and continue Processes thereupon against all and 
singular the persons so indicted or who hereafter shall happen to be 
so indicted until they be taken, surrender themselves, or be outlawed 
and to chastise and punish the same Offenders and every of them 
for their faults by fines, ransoms, amerciaments, forfeitures, and in 
any other manner as according to the Law and Custom of our said 
United Kindom or the form of the Ordinances or Statutes aforesaid 
hath been accustomed to be done. So nevertheless that they do not 
proceed to the determination of any Treason, Felony, or other 
Offence whatsoever touching Loss of Life or Limb within the 
Borough aforesaid, the Limits, Bounds, Liberties, or Precincts of 
the same, without the special licence of us our heirs or successors. 
Hn& further of our more ample special grace and of our certain 
knowledge and mere motion. We Will and by these Presents for us 
our heirs and successors grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses 
of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, that the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses of the said Borough, for the time 
being, or the greater part of them (of whom the Mayor of the said 
Borough for the time being We Will to be one), shall have full 
power and authority of choosing and nominating and that they may 
and shall be able to choose and nominate within the Borough afore- 
said, on Monday next after the Feast of Saint Luke, which will be 
in the year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
eight, and so thenceforth yearly and every year for ever, on Monday 
next after the Feast of Saint Luke, two of the Aldermen of the 
Borough aforesaid, for the time being, to be the Justices of us our 
heirs and successors within the Borough aforesaid, the Liberties and 
Precincts of the same, for one whole year then next following. And 
that after they shall be so as aforesaid nominated and chosen as 
Justices of the Peace of us our heirs and successors of the Borough 
aforesaid, and before they shall be admitted to execute the same 
Office, they and each of them shall take a Corporal Oath before the 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, rightly, well, and 
faithfully to execute the same Office of Justice of the Peace, and the 
Oaths in that behalf provided by the Laws of our said United King- 
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dom, requisite to be taken by Justices of the Peace, And that they 
after such Oaths so taken may and shall be able and each of them 
may and shall be able to execute the Office and Offices of Justice 
of the Peace of us our heirs and successors, of the Borough 
aforesaid, and the Limits, Bounds, Liberties, and Precincts of the 
same, for one whole year thence next following, and from thence- 
forth until two others to the same Office in due manner shall be 
chosen, appointed and sworn, according to the Ordinance of these 
Presents expressed and declared. 3lS0 We Will and by these 
Presents for us our heirs and successors Grant to the aforesaid Mayor 
and Burgesses, that the said Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of 
the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or the greater part of 
them (of whom the Mayor of the said Borough, for the time being, 
We Will to be one), may have and shall have full power and 
authority by virtue of these Presents, from time to time, to nominate, 
choose, and appoint so many and such Persons to be Deputy 
Eecorder, Common Clerk, and Chamberlain of the Borough aforesaid, 
and so many and such Persons to be Constables, ai?d other inferior 
Officers and Ministers of the same Borough, as and which have 
been used in times past within the same Borough respectively during 
the pleasure of the aforesaid Mayor, Aldermen, and Capital Burgesses 
of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or the greater 
part of them, first taking as aforesaid a Corporal Oath before the 
Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, well and faith- 
fully to execute the same Offices respectively. Httt) further we 
Will And by these Presents for us our heirs and successors Grant 
to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, and 
their successors. That the aforesaid Francis Hughes above in 
these Presents named to be Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, shall 
take a Corporal Oath rightly, well, and faithfully to execute the 
Office of Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, and also the Office of 
Justice of the P-eace, and also the Oaths in that behalf provided by 
the Laws and Statutes of our said United Kingdom requisite to be 
taken by a Justice of the Peace, before our right trusty and right 
well-beloved Cousin and Councillor Dudley Earl of Harrowbt, 
our trusty and well-beloved Sir Oswald Mosely, Baronet, Edward 
John Littleton, Esquire, and Thomas Whitby, Clerk, or 
some or one of them, And that the aforesaid Dudley Earl of 
Harrowby, Sir Oswald Moseley, Edward John Littleton, 
and Thomas Whitby, either or any of them by virtue of these our 
Letters Patent may have and shall have or either or any of them 
may have and shall have full power and authority to give and 
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administer such Oath as aforesaid to the aforesaid Fbakgis Hughes 
without any warrant or commission of us our heirs or successors, to 
be sued forth or prosecuted. And that every Mayor of the Borough 
aforesaid, for the time being, after the amoval of the aforesaid 
Feanois Hughes, and also the Eecorder of the Borough aforesaid, 
for the time being, and also such Aldermen as aforesaid of the 
same Borough in these Presents named to be Justices or according 
to the Ordinance in these Presents above mentioned hereafter to be 
chosen to be Justices of the Borough aforesaid, before he or they be 
abmitted to execute the same Office of Justice, shall take and each 
of them shall take a Corporal Oath rightly, well, and faithfully to 
• execute the Office of a Justice of the Peace, and having first taken 
the Oath in that behalf provided by the Laws and Statues of our 
said United Kingdom, requisite to be taken by Justices of the Peace 
before the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being, or 
one of the Adermen of the Borough aforesaid, for the time being 
(who hath before taken the Oath of a Justice of the Peace), And 
that the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid for the time being, and 
such Aldermen of the same Borough for the" time being, who shall 
have so first taken the Oath aforesaid, and each of them after he hath 
taken the Oath of a Justice of the Peace, may have and shall have full 
power thereafter from time to time for ever to give and administer 
such Oaths as aforesaid of such Justice of the Peace, or either of 
them by virtue of these Presents, without any other warrant or 
commission of us our heirs or successors to be sued for or pro- 
secuted. And that the Mayor of the Borough aforesaid, for the time 
being, and in his absence the Deputy Mayor of the same Borough , 
for the time being, hereafter for ever may have and shall have full 
power and authority by the tenor of these Presents to administer a 
reasonable Oath to the Wardens and Guardians of every Art, Society, 
and Mystery within the Borough aforesaid, and to all other the 
inferior Officers and Ministers within the Borough aforesaid, for 
the time being, in as ample manner and form as the Mayor of the 
same Borough heretofore in the same Borough has been accustomed 
or ought to administer, without any other warrant or commission of 
us our heirs or successors in any wise howsoever hereafter to be 
sued for or prosecuted. And these our Letters Patent or the Inroll- 
ment of the same shall be yearly and from time to time as well 
to the aforesaid Dudley Barl op Harrowby, Sir Oswald 
Mosely, Edward John Littleton, and Thomas Whitby, as to 
the Mayor of the same Borough, for the time being, and in his 
absence to any such Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, for thq 
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time being, a suffioient warrant and discharge in this behalf. Htlt) 
further of our more ample special grace, certain knowledge, and 
mere motion, We Will and by these Presents for us our heirs and 
successors Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid and their successors, That the Mayor, Eecorder, 
and two Aldermen of the same Borough so as aforesaid now being 
or hereafter to be in the Office of Justice of the Peace, or either or 
any of them, by his or their warrant in writing signed, and to be 
signed with his or their own hands or hand, may and shall be able 
to send all and every person and persons who shall be hereafter taken, 
arrested, attached, or found in the Borough of Stafford aforesaid, 
or in the Precincts, Bounds, or Liberties of the same, for or on 
suspicion of having done any Treason, Murder, Homicide, Eobbery, 
or other Felony, or for or on suspicion of any crime or offence 
for which the party accused is liable by the Laws of this Realm, to 
be committed to Prison unto and into the County Gaol of our 
County of Stafford, there to remain to be tried and answer for their 
faults before the Justices of us our heirs and successors assigned or 
to be assigned to hear and determine, or our Justices assigned or to 
be assigned to deliver the Gaol in the said County of Stafford, 
W^illing and by these Presents for us our heirs- and successors 
commanding as well the Sheriff of the County of Stafford aforesaid 
as the Keeper of the Common Gaol of the said County of Stafford, 
for the time being, that they and every of them upon such warrant 
to be made by the aforesaid Justices of the Peace within the said 
Borough of Stafford, for the time being, or either or any of them, 
and to them or either of them directed, shall receive and safely keep 
all and every such Persons and Person so as aforesaid within the 
Borough aforesaid hereafter to be taken, arrested, attached, or 
found in the aforesaid Borough, the Liberties, Bounds, or Precincts 
of the same, for the aforesaid Murders, Homicides, Bobberies, or 
other Felonies, or on suspicion of having done any such Treason, 
Mxirder, Homicide, Robbery, or other Felony as aforesaid, or for 
or on suspicion of having done any such Crime or other Offence as 
aforesaid, and to the aforesaid Common Gaol of the aforesaid 
County, of Stafford so as aforesaid sent there to remain to be tried 
and answer before the Justices of us our heirs and successors 
assigned and to be assigned to hear and determine, or the Justices 
assigned and to be assigned to deliver the Gaol aforesaid, for the 
time being, and these our Letters Patent or the Enrollment of the 
same shall be to the aforesaid Sheriff and Keeper of the aforesaid 
Common Gaol of the County of Stafford aforesaid, for the time 
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being, for the same a sufficient warrant and authority in this behalf. 
Sn6 further We Have Granted and by these Presents for us our 
heirs and successors, of our more ample special grace, certain 
knowledge, and mere motion, Do grant to the aforesaid Mayor and 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, and their successors, That 
they and their successors may have and hold and may and shall be 
able to have and hold within the Borough aforesaid, a certain Court 
of Becord, before the Mayor, or in his absence the Deputy Mayor, 
and Becorder or Deputy Becorder of the same Borough, for the 
time being, and the Aldermen of the Borough aforesaid, for the time 
being, or any two or more of them, (of whom the Becorder or 
Deputy Becorder We Will to be one,) in the Guildhall of the 
Borough aforesaid, or some other convenient place within the 
Borough aforesaid to be holden for ever from three weeks to three 
weeks on Monday, (except the week of Easter, Pentecost, and 
Christmas,) And that the aforesaid Mayor and in his absence the 
Deputy Mayor, Becorder, or Deputy Becorder, and Aldermen of the 
said Borough, for the time being, may have full power and authority 
from time to time to hear and determine in the said Court by plaint, 
in the same Court to be levied, all and all manner of Debts, 
Accounts, Covenants, Contracts, Trespasses, with force and arms, 
or otherwise, in contempt of us our heirs and successors within the 
said Borough of Stafford and the Limits, Bounds, and Liberties of 
the same, in any wise howsoever arising or happening, and now in 
the said Court of Becord of the Borough aforesaid depending, or 
hereafter to arise or happen and in the same Court to depend, and 
that the same Mayor and in his absence the Deputy Mayor and 
Becorder, or Deputy Becorder, of the same Borough, and the 
Aldermen for the time being, or two or more of them, (of whom the 
aforesaid Becorder or Deputy Becorder We Will to be one,) upon 
any such Plaint or Action in any of the matters aforesaid, may have 
full power, authority, and faculty to draw into Plea the Persons, 
Defendant, against whom any such Plaint or Action in the aforesaid 
Court shall happen to be levied or brought by Summons and 
reasonable Attachments and Distresses according to the Laws and 
Customs of our said United Kingdom, to be directed to the Sergeants 
at Mace and other the Ministers of the Court of the said Borough, 
for the time being, and for default of Chattels and Lands of such 
Defendants within the Borough aforesaid and the Limits, Bounds, 
Circuit, and Precincts of the same, so that they cannot be summoned, 
attached or distrained, then by attachment ^.nd capture of their 
bodies according to the Laws and Customs of our said United 
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Eingdotrii and severally to hear and determine, in the aforesaid 
Borough of Stafford, the Actions above said and to finish and 
determine the like by all suoh Processes, Judgments, and Executions 
of Judgments whereby the like Plaints and Actions are finished and 
determined and have been accustomed to be finished and determined 
by the Laws and Customs of our said United Kingdom. Httl) 
further We Will and by these Presents for us our heirs and 
successors Grant to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors, That no Stranger or 
Foreigner, unless he be a Burgess and Freeman of the same Borough, 
shall henceforth hereafter for ever sell or expose to sale any Mer- 
chandize within the Borough aforesaid other than in gross, unless 
it be at the times of the Fairs or Markets within the same Borough, to 
be held, nor shall he keep any Shop, nor use any Mystery, Trade, 
or Handicraft within the same Borough, or the Liberties of the 
same, without the Licence of the Mayor and Aldermen of the Borough 
aforesaid, or the greater part of them, (of whom the Mayor 
for the time being We Will to be one,) first had and obtained, 
under our displeasure, and under such other pains and forfeitures 
as by the Laws and Statutes of our said United Kingdom may be 
inflicted and imposed upon such Delinquents for their disobedience 
and contempt in this behalf. Htld moreover for us our heirs and 
successors We have Granted and hereby do Grant for us our heirs 
and successors to the Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough afore- 
said, that they and their successors for ever may have in the same 
Borough a Coroner, to be chosen from themselves, and that they 
may have a certain Prison in the same Borough, to be made and 
kept at their expence, and the custody of the same lawfully to 
keep and to chastise and punish there Malefactors and others taken 
in the same Borough and the Suburbs of the same, until from the 
same they be delivered, according to the Law and Custom of our 
said United Kingdom in as ample manner and form as lawfully 
heretofore in the same Borough hath been used. HUfc further. We 
Will, And by these Presents for us our heirs and successors, Grant 
to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, 
and their successors, That they and their successors for ever may 
have, hold, and keep within the Borough aforesaid, the Limits and 
Precincts of the same, every year for ever one Fair or Feast, to 
begin on Tuesday next before the Sunday commonly called Shrove 
Sunday, and to continue and endure for the whole of the same 
Tuesday, and for three days next following the said Tuesday, 
together with a Court of Pie Powder, to be held at the time of 
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the said Fair or Feast, and with all liberties, free customs, tolls, 
stallage, piccage, fines, amerciaments, and all other profits, com- 
modities, advantages, and emoluments whatsoever, to such Fair or 
Feast and Court of Pie Powder pertaining, arising, happening, 
contingent, or in any wise howsoever belonging, So nevertheless 
that the aforesaid Fair or Feast be not to the damage of other 
neighbouring Fairs or Feasts there near adjacent, wherefore We 
Will and by these Presents for us our heirs and successors firmly 
ordering command, that the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid and their successors, for the time being, may 
have, hold, and keep, and may and shall be able to have, hold, and 
keep within the Borough aforesaid, the Limits and Precincts of the 
same, every year for ever the aforesaid Fair or Feast, to begin on 
Tuesday next before the Sunday commonly called Shrove Sunday, 
and to continue and endure for the whole of that day and for three 
days next following, together with a Court of Pie Powder, to be 
held there at the time of the same Fair or Feast, and with all 
liberties, free customs, tolls, stallage, piccage, fines, amerciaments, 
and all other profits, commodities, advantages, and emoluments 
whatsoever to such Fair or Feast and Court of Pie Powder per- 
taining, arising, happening, contingent, or in any manner belonging, 
and this without the molestation, impediment, grievance, or con- 
tradiction of us our heirs or successors, or of any the Officers or 
Ministers whomsoever of us our heirs or successors. So nevertheless 
that the aforesaid Fair or Feast be not to the damage of other 
neighbouring Fairs or Feasts there near or adjacent. Hltt) further. 
We Will and by these Presents for us our heirs and successors 
Grant and Confirm to the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the 
Borough aforesaid, and their successors, all and all manner of 
Liberties, Franchises, Immunities, Exemptions, (other than and 
except any exemption from being put or serving on any Assize, 
Jury, or Inquisition), Privileges, Acquittances, Eights, Jurisdictions, 
Lands, Tenements, Wastes, Void Grounds, Commons, and Here- 
ditaments, Farms, Fairs, Markets, Tolls, Tribute, Stallage, Piccage, 
Customs, Escheats, and other profits whatsoever, and all such the 
same and the like Church-wardens, Masters of the Grammar 
School, Courts-leet, Views of Frankpledge, Guilds, Fraternities, 
Waifs, Estrays, and all other Eights, Jurisdictions, Advantages, and 
Emoluments whatsoever, as and which the Burgesses of Stafford, 
or the Burgesses of the Borough of Stafford, or the Burgesses of the 
Town of Stafford, or the Bailiff and Burgesses of the Borough of 
Stafford in the County of Stafford, or any or either of them or 



Digitized by 



Google 



200 Charter of King Gborge IY. 

their Predecessors, or any or either of them or the Burgesses and 
Inhabitants of the Borough or Town of Stafford, or by whatsoever 
names or name, or by whatsoever Incorporation, or by pretext 
of whatsoever Incorporation have heretofore had, held, used, or 
enjoyed, or ought to have, hold, use, or enjoy, by reason or pretext 
of any Letters Patent by any of our Progenitors or Ancestors, late 
Kings or Queens of England, in any manner howsoever heretofore 
had, made, granted, or confirmed, or in any other lawful manner, 
right, title, custom, use, or prescription whatsoever heretofore had, 
made, or used, although the same or either or any of them hereto- 
fore have or hath been used or abused, misused, or discontinued, 
and although the same or either or any of them are or have been 
forfeited or lost, XCo have, hold, and enjoy, to the aforesaid Mayor 
and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid and their successors for 
ever, Rendering and Paying to us our heirs and successors yearly 
so many, so great, such the same sort of and the like Bents, 
Services, Sums of Money and Demands whatsoever as and which 
they have been accustomed or ought to have rendered or paid to 
us of or for the same. Wherefore We Will and by these Presents 
for us our heirs and successors firmly enjoining, order and com- 
mand that the aforesaid Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough 
aforesaid and their successors may have, hold, use, and enjoy and 
may and shall be able fully, freely, and entirely to have, hold, 
use and enjoy for ever all the Liberties, Free Customs, Privileges, 
Authorities, Jurisdictions, and Acquittances aforesaid, according 
to the tenor and effect of these our Letters Patent, without the let 
or hindrance of us our heirs and successors whomsoever. Willing 
not that the same Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid 
and their successors or either or any of them by reason of the 
premises, or either of them by us our heirs or successors the Justices, 
Sheriffs, Escheators, or other the Bailiffs or Ministers of us our 
heirs or successors whomsoever be thereof let, troubled, vexed, or in 
any thing disturbed, Willing and by these Presents commanding 
and ordering as well the Treasurer, Chancellor, and Barons of the 
Exchequer at Westminster, and other the Ofi&cers and Ministers of 
us our heirs and successors, as our Attorney and Solicitor General 
for the time being, and each of them, and all other our OflScers 
and Ministers whatsoever that neither they or either or any of them 
prosecute, or continue, or make, or cause to be prosecuted or 
continued any Writ or Summons of Quo Warranto or any other our 
Writs or Processes whatsoever against the aforesaid Mayor and 
Burgesses of the Borough aforesaid, or either or any of them, for 
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any oauses, things, matterSi offences, claims or usurpation, or either 

of them by them or either or any of them due, claimed, used, 

attempted, had, or usurped, before the day of the making of these 

Presents, Willing Also that the Mayor and Burgesses of the Borough 

aforesaid, or any of them, be not troubled or hindered or compelled 

to answer the same, or either or any of them by any or either the 

Justices, Officers or Ministers aforesaid in and for the due use, 

claim, or abuse of any other Liberties, Franchises, or Jurisdictions, 

within the Borough aforesaid, the Limits, or Precincts of the same, 

before the day of the making of these our Letters Patent, Provided 

Always that these our Letters Patent nor any thing in the same 

contained do not extend to the prejudice of the Bishop of Coventry 

and Lichfield, or his successors, for or concerning any Liberties, 

Jurisdictions, Profits, Commodities, or Emoluments to the same 

Bishop and his successors of right pertaining or belonging, although 

express mention &c. In Witness whereof we have caused these 

our Letters to be made Patent, Witness Ourself, at our Palace at 

Westminster, this Sixth day of September, in the eighth year of our 

Beign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 

Scott. 



(Beprinted from the quarto copy printed by J. Rogers, Stafford. 
No date.) 
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APPENDIX I. 



list 0! ^xabasts, UmMs, att!r ^agors 
of ^tafforir. 



mHE first whose name is recorded as Chief Magistrate of the 
Town is a certain Walter de Stafford, called Propositus or 
Provost. Whether related to the Baron of Stafford or merely a 
townsman is not known, hut that he was a personage of importance 
is evident from the value set upon him by the Exchequer. 
(See p. 8.) 

Moreover we find that Bobert Baron de Stafford administers 
the office of Headborough after Walter's disappearance or death. 
The record, as gathered from the Pipe Bolls of II. Henry 2 and 
afterwards, is that in that year, 1164, Walter was Provost and pays 
part of the £10. In 1174-5 he is an outlaw for some reason or 
other, and Bobert de Stafford is answerable for his chattels to the 
amount of 68 marks, of which he pays £10 13s. 4d. In 1176 he 
pays £80, leaving 7 marks to be sought out of Walter's property in 
Warwickshire. 

This is mentioned to shew not merely that Walter de Stafford 
was a man of high position, but that he was Provost as early as 
1164. Ten years afterwards he was an outlaw and his goods 
forfeited. For some years his house in the churchyard was let as 
Crown property. 

For the rest of the Provosts the information is very sc^ty. 
Even the names are in some instances manifestly incorrect. 

provosts. 



1164 


Walter de Stafford 


Nich. Lupus 


1174 


Robert de Stafford 


John de Pykestok 


1228 


Simon del Celer 


Rich, de Newport 




or de Celario 


John le Marshall 


1240 


Stephen Faber 


Clement de Vindorus 


1241 


John Betum 


Gilbert Reyner 


1271 


John Bawlot 


Thomas Goswyke 
Wm Bouchard 




Nicholas Page 




Richard Ijupus 


Rich. Gilbert 




W. Gilbert 


John Schild 
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k 





XafHtts. 




1291 


John de Wenlock 


1848 


Adam le Botour 




Bich. Tinoton 


1846 


John de Picstock 


1292 


John de Wenlock 




Nich. Bymer 




Bich. Tincton 


1847 


John de Picstock 


1298 


Will. Gilbert 




Nich. Bymer 


•v< 


Bob. Selyman 


1850 


Philip de Offley 


1294 


»» »» 




Will, Bockard 


1295 


John de Wenlock 


1861 


John de Marsh 




Bich. de Newport 




Bichard de Hewster 


1300 


Ban(dolph) Fitz Boger 


1856 


Hug. Snell 




Thos.Orfer (Goldsmith?) 




Sim. le Goldsmith 


1801 


Willus. 


1859 


Will Bockhard 


1802 


Willus. 




Bad. Croftes 


'/ 1806 


Bob. Selyman 


1860 


Hugo Snell 
Bichd. Godfrey 


■\ 


Bob. le Botour 




1806 


John de Pikestoc 


1862 


Hugo Snell 
Will. Bouchard 




John le Marshall 




1807 


Sim. Bandulph 


1867 


Hugo Snell 
Will. Bouchard 




Adam Gilbert 




1808 


John de Pikstock 


1870 


Phil, de Offley 




John le Marshall 


1876 


Hugo Snell 


1809 


WiUiam Beyner 




Sim. Organ 




Bobert le Botour 


1876 


Hugo SneU 


c> 1811 


Bog. Selyman 
Bich. Savyn 
PhU. de Wenlock 




Will. Bochard 




1877 


Hugo Snell 


1812 




Sim. le Goldsmith 




Sim. Bandulph 


1879 


John de Darlaston 


1815 


John de Pykestock 




John le Baxter 


.! 


Bob. le Botour 


1881 


Will. Bochard 


' 1816 


John de Picstock 




Henry le 




Will de Walye 


1888 


wm. Bochard 


1817 


John de Picstock 




Will, de Picstock 




Wm de Walye 


1886 


Will. Bochard 


1818 


Sim. Bandalfe 




John de Newton 




Bob. de Fald 


1886 


Will. Bochard 


1819 


Sim. Bandalfe 




John de Newton 




Bob. de Fald 


1889 


Philip de Offley 


1820 


Bich. Wenlock 




Nich. Snell 


\ . ' 


Bob. le Botour 




Bic. de Mor. 


1821 


Phil. Wenlock 


1890 


Bic. de Stanford 


O 


Bog. Silyman 




John de Ing 


1822 


John de Pykstock 


1891 


Bic. de Stanford 




Bich. Savyn 




John de Ingestre 


1824 


Bichard de Wenlock 


1899 


John Aston 




Boger Wryde 
Nicholas le Barbour 




William de Stok 


1825 




John Wolaston 


1826 


Joh. de Picstock 


1409 


William de Whitgreave 




Bob. le Botour 


1420 


William Preston 


1827 


William Bockard 




William Wroukestowe 


1828 


John le Marshall 


1422 


Will. Whitgreave 




Nic. Bymer 
Bich. de Wenlock 


1428 


Bob. Whitgreave 


1881 


1483 


Thomas Barbor 




John de Pykstock 




William Preston 


1884 


John de Pixstock, jun. 


1485 


Thomas Barbour 




Nich. Beyner 

Hen. de Swyusheard 




Thomas Syche 


1885 


1486 


Jo. Holt 




Adam le Botour 




Jo. Cradoc 


1888 


Bog. Organ 


1488 


WiDiam Knighton 


, 


Bog. Silyman 




Thomas Fisher 


1842 


John le Botour 


1445 


William Whitgreave 




John le Goldsmith 




Bobert TaiUour 


1848 


Nich. Bymer 


1446 


John Staunford 
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1446 Thomas Whitgreave 
1450 Nicholas Madeley 

John Baxter 
1452 Nicholas Asahebey 

John Steer 

1455 Bichard Dune 
John Craddock 

1456 Nicholas Asahbey 
John Steer 

1458 Bichard Dunne 
John Oraddock 

1459 Nicholas Madeley 
William Garnett 

1460 Bichard Dunne 
John Craddock 

1468 Bobert Swineshead 
Thomas Cooke 

1464 William Brilesford 
William Offley 

1466 John Yonge 
John Gouldsmith 

1467 William Offley 
Hugh Blackburne 

1468 Thomas Cooke 
Bobert Swyrmesh 

1469 William de Offley 
Hugh Blackburne 

1470 Bichard Byryhall 
Boger Battey 

1471 William de Offley 
John Oliver 

1472 Bichard de Offley 
John Oliver 

1478 Bichard Pattricke 
Thomas Foden 

1477 William Perton 
John Berrihill 

1478 William Offley 

1479 William Offley 

1480 William de Offley 

1488 Bichard Pattrick 
1485 Bichard Pattrick 

Thomas Boden 

1489 John Willis 
John Bromley 

1495 Thomas Bowden 
Boger Buttere 

1501 Humphrey Barbor 
Bobert WcUs 

1504 Humphrey Asshbe 
Bichard Craddock 

1509 John Dornngton 
Thomas Patrick 

1510 William Offley 
Thomas Wydder 

1511 John Mills 
Bichard Norman 

1512 David Unton 
Thomas Buckley 

1518 Bobert Dorrington 
John Massye 
John Walthoe 



1514 Nicholas Bate 
Juit Crompton 

1515 Bobert Foster 
John Hewes 

1516 John Mills 
Thomas Patricke 

1517 John Dorrington 
Bichard Watwood 

1518 William Middleton 
Bichard Peyke 

1519 Thomas Buckley 
Bobert Lees 

1520 Bobert Dorrington 
Bobert Forster 

1521 Thomas Widder 
Henry Savidge 

1522 William Middleton 
Wiiliam Home 

1528 Bichard Watwood 
William Bromley 

1524 John Dorrington 
Juit Crompton 

1525 Thomas Patrick 
Bobert Lees 

1526 Thomas Bickley 
Thomas Grime 

1527 Thomas Widder 
Thomas Bromley 

1528 William Middleton 
William Bromley 

1529 Henry Savidge 
Bichard Homersley 

1580 William Blackburne 
John Savidge 
Thomas Patrick 

1581 William Home 
Bobert Lant 

1582 Thomas Bickley 
William Terry 

1588 Bobert Lees 

Thomas Stacey 

1584 Thomas Patrick 
Thomas Gryme 

1585 Waiiam Middleton 
John Kemp 

1586 William Bromley 
James Clemence 

1587 John Savage 
Thomas Bussell 

1588 Bichard Hammersly 
Bobert Dorrington 

1589 William Home 
John Mills (dec.) 
John Archdale (sue.) 

1540 John Stacey 
John Sale 

1541 James Clemence 
Hugh Wheelock 

1542 Edward Mills 
Francis Dorrington 

1548 William Bromley 
John Savidge 
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1544 Bichard Homersley 
Bobert Lant 

1546 Bobert Dorrington 
John Chilton 

1646 John Archdale 
William Home 

1547 Thomas Stacye 
Hugh Wheelook 

1548 James Clemence 
William Buckley 

1540 Edward Milles 

Matthew Craddock 

1550 Bichard Homersley 
Bobert Lant 

1551 Francis Dorrington 
Thomas Watwood 

1552 HughWhelock 
Thomas Whilbye 

1558 William Buckley 
Edward Whittle 

1554 James Clemence 
Thomas Savadge 

1555 Bichard Homersley 
Edward Mills 

1556 Matthew Craddock 
Thomas Crompton 

1557 Thomas Watwood 
Bichard Allen (dec.) 
Edward Whittle (sue.) 

1558 Thomas Woodward 
John Lees 

1559 Thomas Whitbye 
Bichard Cotton 

1560 Bobert Dorrington 
John Ward 

1561 James Clemance 
William Patrick 

1562 Bichard Homersley 
William Worswick 

1568 William Horn 

Nicholas Woodhouse 

1564 James Sherwood 
Peter Griflfin 

1565 Thomas Crompton 
George Craddock 

1566 Matthew Craddock 
Maftin Nowell 

1567 Thomas Whitbye 
William Bromley 

1568 John Lees 
William Blackbome 

1569 Tbomas Woodward 
Thomas Hohne 

1570 John Ward 
John Homersley 

1671 William Worswick 
Thomas Neale 

1672 Peter Griflan (dec.) 
George Craddock (sue.) 
Bobert Lees 

1578 Nicholas Woodhouse 
Edmund Bloore 



1574 William Crompton 

James Sherwood 
1576 Matthew Craddock 

Bichard Bickerton 

1576 Thomas Whitbye 
Edward Beade 

1577 Martin NoweU 
Bichard Startyer 

1678 William Bromley 
Thomas Dorrington 

1679 William Blackboone 
Edward Lee 

1580 John Homersley 
George Craddock 

1581 William Crompton (dec.) 
Will. Blackboone (sue.) 
Bichard Cotton 

1682 Nicholas Woodhouse 

Francis Lees 
1588 Bobert Lee 

William Morris 

1584 Matthew Craddock 
Bichard Dorrington 

1585 William Homersley 
William Phillips 

1586 John Homersley 
Henry Woolrich 

1587 Edward Lee 
Bichard Bead 

1588 William Blackburn 
John Pattrick 

1689 George Craddock 

Matthew Dorrington 

1590 Bichard Dorrington 
John Sharpe 

1591 Nicholas Woodhouse 
Balph Tonks (dec.) 
Thomas Brown (sue.) 

1692 William Phillips 

Bichard Walthoe 
1598 Bichard Bead 

Jo. Boulton 
1694 Henry Wolrich, sen. 

Godfrey Green 

1595 John Pattrick 
William Brett 

1596 Matt. Dorrington (dec.) 
George Craddock (sue.) 
Bichard Bishop 

1597 Hy .Wolrich, jun., declined 
John Homersley [to serve 
Edward Lee 

1598 John Sharpe 
Henry Wolrich, jun. 

1599 Bichard Walthoe, sen. 
John Austin 

1600 Hugh Beeston 
Thomas Craddock 

1601 Bichard Beade 
Edward Moreton 

1602 George Craddock 
William Moy 
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1608 Henry Wolrich, sen. 

John Collins 
1004 Bichard Dorrington 

John Lutterford 
1606 William Brett 

John Webb 

1606 John Austin 
James Glemence 

1607 Thomas Craddock 
Stephen Winckle 

1608 Edward Moreton 
William Smyth 

First designated by Charter of 12th year of Reign of James I., 1618-14, 



1609 
1610 
1611 
1612 
1618 



Thomas Worswick 
Bichard Beade 
William Moy 
Bobert Smyth 
Biohard Drakeford 
John Wilson 
John Lutterford 
Nicholas Woodhonse 
John Webb (dec.) 
Bichd. Dorrington (sue.) 
John Lees 



1614 Matthew Cradock 

1615 Bichard Dorrington 

1616 Thomas Cradock 

1617 Francis Dorington 

1618 Edward Moreton 

1619 William Moye 

1620 Bichard Drakeford 

1621 Stephen Winkle 

1622 Thomas Worswick 
1628 Thomas Lutterford 

1624 JohnWOson 

1625 Nicholas Woodhonse 

(uncertain) 

1626 Nicholas Woodhonse 

1627 John Lee 

1628 Arthur Hill 

1629 Walter Abberley 
1680 Thomas Davenport 

1631 Michael Wolrich 

1632 Edward Avery 

1633 Francis Dorington 

1634 William Moye 

1635 Bichard Drakeford 

1636 Stephen Winkle 
1687 John Wilson 

1638 Nicholas Woodhouse 

1639 John Lee 

1640 Walter Abberley 

1641 Thomas Davenport 

1642 Michael Wolrich 

1643 Thomas Hamersley 

1644 Thomas Backhouse 
1646 Oliver Emery 

1646 William Foxeall 

1647 Simon Fowler 

1648 George Brett 

1649 James Braddock 
1660 John Hitchcoxe 

1651 John Wilson 

1652 George Fowler 
1658 Walter Adeney 

1654 Thomas Backhouse 

1655 Matthew Worswick 

1656 Edward Wilson 

1657 John Tanner 

1658 Simon Fowler 



1669 John Hitchcoxe 

1660 John Wilson 

1661 William Farmer 

1662 George Fowler 
1668 John Felton 
1664 Thomas Abnet 
1666 JohnWalthoe 

1666 John Twigg 

1667 Bichard Stevenson 

1668 Thomas Blake 

1669 James Lewis 

1670 John Felton 

1671 Sampson Birch 

1672 William Barker 
1678 Thomas Ward 
1674 John Martin 
1676 Francis Moss 

1676 John Walthoe 

1677 WilUam Feake 

1678 Bichard Stevenson 

1679 Thomas Blake 

1680 James Lewis 

1681 Sampson Birch 

1682 WiUiam Barker 
1688 Thomas Ward 

1684 John Fynney 

1685 Sampson Birch 

1686 WilUam Barker 

1687 Benjamin Thomburgh 

1688 William Feake 

1689 Walter CoUyns 

1690 Thomas Lewis 

1691 Joseph Doodey 

1692 Humphrey Perye 
1698 William Murhall 

1694 Thomas Cook 

1695 Thomas Lewis 

1696 Joseph Doodey 

1697 William Greene 

1698 Humphrey Perye 

1699 Thomas Taylor 

1700 WilHamMurhaU 

1701 William Banshaw 

1702 John Dancer 
1708 Humphrey Perye 
1704 William Greene 
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1705 


Joseph Clowes 


1768 


1706 


William Abnet 


1764 


1707 
1708 


Humphrey Perye 
Abraham Hodgkins 


1766 
1766 


1709 


John Dancer 


1767 


1710 


William Greene 


1768 


1711 


John Higginson 


1769 


1712 


Henry Walker 


1770 


1718 


Thomas Lewis 


1771 


1714 


John Dolphin 
William Greene, died 


1772 


1716 


1778 


1716 


Humphrey Perye, sue. 
Abraham Hodgkins 


1774 
1775 


1717 


Henry Norman 


1776 


1718 


Arthur Hodskins 


1777 


1719 


William Bobins 


1778 


1720 


WiUiam Abnet 


1779 


1721 


John Higginson 


1780 


1722 


Henry Walker 


1781 


1723 


Edward Greene 


1782 


1724 


Thomas Nicholls 


1783 


1726 


William Winter 


1784 


1726 


John Higginson 


1786 


1727 


Christopher Ward 


1786 


1728 


Thomas Brett 


1787 


1729 


William Brett 


1788 


1730 


John Hodskins 


1789 


1781 


William Bobins 


1790 


1782 


Edward Greene 


1791 


1788 


Bobert Abnet, died 


1792 




Christopher Ward, sue. 


1793 


1734 


Thomas Nicholls 


1794 


1785 


Joseph Loxdale 


1795 


1786 


James Loxdale 


1796 


1787 


Edward Byrd 


1797 


1738 


John Crutchley 


1798 


1739 


Adam Hodskins 


1799 


1740 


William Bobins 


1800 


1741 


Thomas Banshaw 


1801 


1742 


Hon. Wm. Chetwynd 


1802 


1748 


John Bobins 




1744 


Thomas Unett 


1803 


1745 


Balph Williamson 


1804 


1746 


Edward Feepound 
John Crutchley, died 


1805 


1747 






Thomas Unett, sue. 


1806 


1748 


John Byrd 


1807 


1749 


John Webb 


1808 


1760 


Hon. Wm. Chetwynd 


1809 


1761 


Edward Dickenson, died 


1810 




Thomas Unett, sue. 


1811 


1762 


Edward Feepound 


1812 


1758 


Lewis Dickenson 


1813 


1754 


John Byrd 


1814 


1765 


Bobert Silvester 


1815 


1756 


Joseph Twigg 


1816 


1757 


Benjamin Westwood 


1817 


1758 


Thomas Dudley 


1818 


1759 


John GoUins 


1819 


1760 


John Byrd 


1820 


1761 


Lewis Dickenson 


1821 


1762 


Joseph Twigg 


1822 



Hon. Wm. Chetwynd 
Thomas Dudley 
John Byrd 
Capt. Geo. Byrd 
Benjamin Westwood 
Lewis Dickenson 
Joseph Twigg 
Thomas Westbrook 
Thomas Clarke 
Thomas Wright 
John Wise 
Brooke Crutchley 
Thomas Dudley 
John Holt 
Bichard Warren 
Bobert Hopley 
George Evans 
Archibald Campbell 
Thomas Clarke 
Thomas Wright 
Thomas Femyhough 
William Wetwood 
John Wise 
Thomas Dudley 
William Keen 
John GoUins 
Bichard Warren 
John Wright 
Bobert Silvester 
Archibald Campbell 
William Fieldhouse 
Bev. Joseph Shaw 
Thomas Clarke 
Thomas Wright 
Bichard Warren 
Edward Drafceford 
John Wright 
Francis Brookes 
Archibald Campbell 
William Fieldhouse,died in 
last week of Mayoralty 
John Masters 
William Horton 
Peter Brown, died 
Francis Brookes, sue. 
Bobert Wright 
James Webb • 

Martin John Wright 
Francis Hughes 
Bev. Joseph Shaw 
Bev. Henry Bathbone 
James Turnock 
Thomas M. Hubbail 
William Fowke 
John Hubbail 
Francis Hughes 
Bev. Henry Bathbone 
Joshua Drewry 
James Turnock 
Thomas M. Hubbail 
William Fowke 
Edward Knight 



Digitized by 



Google 



Appbndiz. 



IbKZOXB— continued. 



1828 
1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 



Rev. Henry Bathbone 

Thomas M. Hubball 

Francis Hughes 

Francis Hughes 

Francis Hughes 

(vmder new charter, 18^) 

1828 Thomas M. HubbaU 

1829 William Fowke 



1880 
1881 
1882 
1888 
1884 
1885 



John Shaw 
John Hawihome 
Richard Hughes 
John Rogers 
Francis Hughes 
Francis Hughes 



(mitil 1st January^ 18S6) 



Aai^ocB 6fnce tbe paaatnd of tbe Aunictpal Cotpotatfone Bct» 1835. 

William Silvester 
Richard Podmore 
Ephraim Austin 
Henry Gillard 
Hugh Woods Gibson 
Bateman P. Wright 
John Kelsall 
John Shallcross 
John Shallcross 
James 0. Marson (dec.) 
Hugh W. Gibson (succ.) 
John Averill 
Frederick Marson 
William Wright 
John Tasker Evans 
Ghas. Henry Dudley 
Chas. Henry Dudley 
Zachariah Anderson 
Frederick GreatRex 
Nicholas Joyce 
Wm. Henry Peach 
Alfred Ward 
Cornelius Mycock 
Thomas Amies 
William Peach 
William Lloyd 
William Silvester 
George Wormal 
Charles Henry Wright 
William Henry Turkingtdn 
Frederick GreatRex 



1836 


John Masfen 


1867 




John Eenderdine Shaw 


1868 


1887 


William Jones 


1869 


1888 


Charles Dudley 


1870 


1889 


Thomas Stevenson 


1871 


1840 


Edward Lloyd 


1872 


1841 


John Rogers 


1878 


1842 


Charles Chester Mort 


1874 


1848 


Thomas Boulton 


1875 


1844 


John Grifl&n 


1876 


1845 


Charles Ed. Morgan 




1846 


James Webb 


1877 


1847 


John Marson 


1878 


1848 


James Turnock 


1879 


1849 


Thomas Benson EUey 


1880 


1850 


Thomas Benson EUey 


1881 


1851 


William Jones, jun. 


1882 


1852 


Thomas Turner 


1883 


1858 


Thomas Boulton 


1884 


1854 


John Henson Webb 


1885 


1855 


John Griffin 


1886 


1856 


John Griffin 


1887 


1857 


John Griffin 


1888 


1858 


Henry Thos. Lomax 


1889 


1859 


JoUn Lea 


1890 


1860 


WUliam Buxton 


1891 


1861 


William Buxton 


1892 


1862 


John Brewster 


1898 


1868 


Jonas Pilling 


1894 


1864 


Edward Mousley 


1895 


1865 


Edward Mousley 


1896 


1866 


John Morgan 
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mxAnU to the Pen of ^in^fixL 




asais 2n^ 1438. 

(Ordering payinent of the fee-farm rent of the Town to Henry Earl of 

Stafford.) 

|ENRY, by the Grace of God, King of England and 
France and Lord of Ireland, to the Men of the Town 
of Stafford, who now are and who shall be for the 
time being; Greeting. TRUbCtCHSt of our special 
grace and through good voluntary service to us by our very dear 
and faithful Cousin Henry Earl of Stafford frequently rendered, we 
have conceded to the same our Cousin, among other things, a 
certain fee-farm of five marks, which you are held to pay to us for 
the same town, to be paid to the same Earl during his life by your 
hands without any recompense or any other [return] to be rendered to 
us thereupon as more fully is contained in our Letters Patent made 
thereupon. We command you that you pay to the same Earl the 
said annual rent of five marks according to the tenor of our Letters 
aforesaid, receiving from the aforesaid Earl from time to time his 
letters of acquittance which shall be sufficient for us in this behalf, 
for which by our present Mandate we make you to have due 
allowance thereupon, from time to time, in your account to our 
Exchequer. TRUitnCSS myself at Westminster, on the 2nd day of 
May, in the sixteenth year of our reign. 

ElBKEBY. 



Kirkeby, — Thomas Kirkeby was Master of the Rolls under 
Henry VI. at least until March, 1447. 

(Transcribed from an old Folio Book of Copies of Charters, 
Oaths, dc., in the Town Clerk's Office.) 
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APPENDIX IL-^conitnued, 




Paniatttttt §^ni|m Yitl, anni xvimi. 



||ENBICUS, Dei Gratia, Bex Anglie et Francie et Dominus 
Hibemie hominibus ville Staffordie qui nunc sunt vel qui pro 
tempore erunt ; Salutem. Cunt de gratia nostra speciali et per 
bono gratuito servicio nobis percarissimum et fidelem Consanguineum 
nostrum Henricum Comitem Staffordie multipliciter impendo Concessimus 
eidem Consanguineo nostro inter alia quandam feodi firmam quinque 
marcarum quam vos nobis solvere tenemini per eadem villa preoipiendum 
eidem Gomiti durante vita sua per manus vestras absque aliquo compoto 
seu aliquo alio nobis inde reddendo prout in litteris nostris patentibus inde 
confectis plenius continetur ; vobis precipimus quod eidem Gomiti dictam 
annuam firmam quinque marcarum solvatis iuxta tenorem literarum 
nostrarum predictarum, Recipientes a prefato Gomite de tempore in tempus 
litteras suas acquietancie que pro nobis sufficientes fuerint in hac parte per 
quas per presens Mandatum nostrum nos vobis inde in compoto vestro ad 
Scaccarium nostrum de tempore in tempus debitcuu allocacionem habere 
fecimus. JlCStC me ipso apud Westmonasterium secundo die Maij anno 
regni nostri sextodecimo. 

EiRKEBY. 
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parDon OranteD to tbe XmgcBBce of StaCEorD* 
Aa^ I0tb» 1509. 

HENRY, by the Grace of Grod, King of England and France and Lord of Ireland. 
To ALL his BailififB and Lieges to whom the present Letters shall have come ; 
Greeting. Ejyow te that we of our special grace and certain knowledge and pure 
motive have pardoned, remitted, released, and by the present [letters] do pardon, 
remit, and release to our Burgesses of Stafford, otherwise called B'gesses of the 
Borough of our town of Stafford, in the County of Stafford, all and all kinds of 
treasons, both great and small, and all other kinds of treasons whatsoever, murders, 
homicides, felonies, robberies, burglaries, abjurations, rapes, seizures and abductions 
of women whatsoever by our Burgesses before the twenty-third • day of April* in the 
first year of our reign had done or perpetrated. And all kinds of escapes and evasions, 
voluntary and invwuntary, of any wnatsoever of the aforesaid murderers, homicides, 
felons, burglars, of any persons suspected of treason, murder, homicide, robberies, 
and felonies. And also escapes of clergy^ persons attainted, and other prisoners 
whatsoever from the custody of the same B gessee at the same time with others or 
other or their deputy. Also accessories of murders or homicides whatsoever by the 
same B'gesses before the same day had done or laerpetrated, although the same 
B'^esses concerning the premisses or any of the premisses judged, appealed, directed, 
adjudged, outlawed, condemned, committed, or attainted, exist or do not exist. And 
ALSO all and singular outlawries on the same B'gesses by occasion of the premisses or 
any of them promulgated before the same day. And also every kind of and every 
judgment, penalties of death and executions by reason or occasion of the premisses or 
any of them to be had or executed. And our firm peace thereupon we grant by the 
present [letters]. So, however, that they may stand rightly in our Court should any 
one wish to speak against them thereupon. We pardon also, remit [and] relea.se to 
the aforesaid B'gesses all and all kinds of insurrections, rebellions, misprisions, 
confederacies, concealments, and undue utterances of words against our royal majesty 
and [that] of our progenitors, late Kings of England, and our counsellors or any of 
them or any of the counsellors of any of our progenitors by the aforesaid B'gesses 
before the said day in any wise whatever or how often soever done, had, or perpetrated. 



perdonatto SuraensibUB de Statfordfa concessa, 
anno pnmo Denrict 8vu 

HENRIOUS, Dei Gratia, Rex Anglie et Francie et dominus Hibernie. Omnibus 
Ballivis et fidelibus suis ad quos presentes littere p'venerint; Salutem. 
SciATis qd. nos de ^atia n'ra Sp'ale ac c^ta Sciencia et mero motu n'ris perdonavimus 
remisimus relaxavimus ac per p'sentes perdonavimus, reraittimus et relaxamus 
Burgensibus nVLs de Stafford] a alias dictis B'^nsibus Burgi sive ville n're de Staff, in 
com. Staffordie omnes et omnimodas prodiciones tam maiores quam minores ac 
omnimodas alias p'diciones quascunoue murdra homicida felonias roberias burglarias 
abiuraciones raptus rapciones et abaucciones mulierum qiiecunque p. n'roe B'genses 
ante vicesimum tercium diem Aprilis Ao. regni n'ri primo habite facte si ve perpetrate ac 
omnimoda escapia et evasiones voluntaria et non voluntaria quorumcunque p'dictor. 
murdrator. et homicidior. felonura burgulator. quorumcunque suspector. prodicionis 
murdri homicidij roberie et felonie. Necnon escapie clericor. attinctor. et alior. 

Srisonarior. quorumc. a custcxlia ipsor. B'gensium simul cum alijs vel alio aut eorum 
eputato. Necnon accessaria murdri [vel] homicidij quorumc. per ipsos B'genses ante 
eundem facta habita tine p'petrata licet iidem B'genses de premissis vel aliquo 
p'missor. indicati appellati rectati adiudicati utlagati condempnati committi vel 
attincti existant vel non existant. Neonon omnes et singulas utlafiparias in ipsos 
B'genses occasione p'missor. sive eorum alicujus ante eundem diem p'mulgatas Aceci.\m 
omnimoda et singula judicia penas mortis et execuciones racione seu occasione 
p'missorum sive eor. alicujus habenda vel exequenda. Et firmam pacem nostram eis 
mde concedimus per p'sentes Ita tamen qd. stent recte in curiam nTam si ouis versus 
eoe inde loqui voluerit. Pbruonamus eciam remittimus relaxamus p'fatis b'gensibus 
omnes et omnimodas insurrecciones rebellaciones misprisiones confederaciones con- 
oelamenta et indebitas verborum prolaciones contra regiam maiestatem n'ram et 
quorumc. progenitor, n'ror. nuper regni Anglie et consiliariones (sic J n'ros aut eorum 
aliquem aut consiliariones vel aliquem vel aliquem consiliarum alicujus p'genitor. 
n'ror. per p'dictos B'genses ante dictum diem qualitercunque et quociens cumque facte 

* i.e., the first day of Henry's reign. 
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And also all and all kinds of riots, routs, illicit conventicles, oonfederadee, 
conspiracies, misprisions, transgressions effected by force, contempts, negligenoee» 
ignorances, imi)eachments, falsities, deceptions, calumnies, manners, extortions, 
oppressions, perjuries, and all sums of money or of other things whatsoever ana 
receptions of the same and embraceries, champarties, maintenances, omissions 

of offences and other crimes whatsoever dona performed, or perpetrated. And 
BIHILARLT we pardon, remit, and release to tne same B'gesses all kinds of trans- 
gressions, contempts, falsities, and deceptions or erasements, whether by embezzlement 
or subtraction whatever of any rolls, records, recognitions, or other memoranda in any 
of our Courts or in any Court of any of our progenitors or from any such Court by the 
same B'gesses before the aforesaid twenty- third day of April in any manner committed 
or perpetrated. And also we pardon and remit to the same B'gesses all kinds of 
unjust impeachments, claims, or challenges or uon-challen^^ persecutions, usurpa- 
tions, usee, abuses, non-uses of any liberties, franchises, pnvil^;es, and jurisdictions 
returns, writs, precepts, and mandates whatsoever of us or any of our progenitors and 
executions of the same concerning view of f rancpledge and of any whatsoever liberties 
or jurisdictions of Justices of the Peace or Justices of Craol Dehvery or Coronership 
and of whatever other liberties, franchisee, jurisdictions, privileges, without Royal 
warrant for the same B'gesses before the aforesaid twenty-third day of April maiden 
performed, or perpetrated. And also all kinds of forfeitures, fines, penalties, ana 
sums of money by reason, occasion, or colour of the premisses or of any of them by the 
same B'gesses before the same day collected or received whether from us or from any 
of our progenitors by reason of the premisses or any of them belonging or relating 
thereunto. And the same forfeitures, fines, pains, sums of money, we gfive and grant 
to the same B'gesses by the present Hetters] to be had for themselves of our g^ft 
without account or any other [return] thereupon to us or our heirs. We pardon 
also, remits and release to the same B'gesses both all and all kinds of unjust, falser 
insufficient, or deceptive returns of any writs, precepts, or mandates whatever of us or , 
any of our progenitors, and all kinds of transgressions and offences through the non- 
return of the same and embezzlements of the same, and all kinds of payments, 
receipts, and sums of money, and all kinds of transfers and deliveries of things 
whatsoever by return or non-return of any writs, precepts, or mandates whatsoever, or 
by favour of any persons shewn in any manner or done or offered to any persons or 
person by favour or easement bein^ in their custody, and all kinds of offences, 
transgressions, and forfeitures, by their impannelling any person or persons or their 
officers in pannels and oaths in our Court or in the Court of any of our progenitors 



habite sive p'petrate. Necnon omnia et omnimoda riotas routas conven- 

ticula iUicita confederaciones conspiraciones mesprisiones transgressiones manuforte 
factas contemptus necligentias ignorancias impeticiones falsitates decepciones jaoturas 
gesturas extorciones oppressiones p'iuria et omnes denarionim summas sive aliar. rerum 
quarumc. et recepciones eorundem pro veredicto dicendo et embraciarias cambiparcias 
manutenencias omissiones offensar. et alia malefacta quecunque per ipsos burgenses 
ante eundem diem qualitercunque facta habita sive p'petrata. Et similiter perdon- 
amus remittimus et relaxamus eisdem b'gensibus omnimodas transgressiones contemptus 
falsitates et decepciones vel abrasione rasura sive imbesilacione aut subtracione 

aJiquor. rotulor. recorder, recognicionum sive alior. memorandor. n'ror. aut alior. 
p'genitor. n'ror. quorumc. in aliqua Curia u'ra aut in aliqua Curia alicujus p'genitoris 
n'ri sive ab aliqua hujusmodi Curia per ipsos b'genses ante p'dictum vicesimum t'cium 
diem Aprilis aliquo modo factas seu p'petratas. Aoeciam p'donamus [et] remittimus 
eisdem o'gensibus omnimodas impeticiones iniustas clamacioneii sive clamea vel non 
clainea p'secucionas usurpacion^ vsus abusiones abusus non usus quarumc lib'tatum 
franchesiarum privilegiorum et iurisdiction. retom. brevium preceptorum et mandator, 
n'ror sive alicuius p"genitor. n'ri et execuciones eorundem de vis' franciplegii et 
quarumc. lib'tatum seu jurisdiccionum Justic. pacis vel Justic. ad Gaolam deliberandum 
et Coron. habendum ac quarumc. aliar. lib'tatum franchesiar. iurisdiccion. privileg[ior. 
quorumc. absque Warranto regie per ipsos b'genses ante predictum vicesimum t'cium 
oiem Aprilis fact. etc. Necnon omnimodas forisfacturas fines penas et denariorum 
summas racione occasione vel colore premissorum sive corum alicujus per ipsos 
b'genses ante eundem diem precept, sive reoept. aut nobis sive alicui p'genitori n'ro 
racione premissorum sive eorum alicuius pertinentium debitorum sive spectantium. 
Et easdem forisfacturas fines penas denarior. summas eisdem b'gensibus damns et 
concedimus per presentes habendum sibi de dono n'ro absc^ue computo seu aliquo alio 
inde nobis vel heredib. n'ris reddendo solvendo vel faciendo. T'erdonamts etiam 
remittimus et relaxamus^ eisdem b'gensibus et omnia et omnimoda iniusta falsa 
insufficiencia sive deceptiva retoma quorumc brevium preceptor, sive mandator, 
n'ror. sive aliciuus pr5)genitoris n'ri ac omnimodas transgressiones et offensas per non 
retoma earundem et imbesillaciones eorundem ac omnimodas soluciones recepciones et 
denarior. summas et omnimodas tradiciones et delib'acioues quarumc rerum pro 
retomo vel non retomo aliquorum brevium p'ceptorum sive mandatorum seu pro 
favore quarumc personarum aliquo modo demonstrand. vel aliquibus p'sonis aut 
alicui p^ne favore et aisiamento in custodia sua existente faciend. vel ostend. ao 
omnimodas offensas transgressiones et forisfacturas per impanelland. aliquos wu 
aliquem men. seu officiarior. suor. in panellis et iuratis in Curia n'ra vel in Curia 
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before us or any of our pro^nitors or in any other Court of us or any of our 
proTOnitors whatsoever, ana alland all kinds of contempts and forfeitures whatsoever 
oy the same B'^esses against the form of any and singular statutes, against Sheriffs, 
Sub-Sheriffs, clerics, deputy-Escheators, stewards, sub-stewards, mayors, constables^ 
provosts, and bailiffs and any and each of them or their deputy or deputies or any of 
them or in any way belonging to them or before the said day, or published 



by the same B'gesses before the same day in any wise done or i)erpetrated. And all 
forfeitures, condemnations, and sums of money pertaining, owing, or belonging; to us 
by reason or occasion of the premisses or any of them. And the same forfeitures, 
condemnations, and sums of money we give and grant to the same B'gesses by the 

f>refient [letters], to be had by themselves of our gift without account or any other 
return] thereupon to us to be rendered paid or made. And also we pardon, remit, 
and release to the same B'gesses all and all kinds of transgressions and offences^ 
misprisions, deceptions, ' neglig^ences, ignorances, and contempts against the form of 
any and singular statutes, provision^ or ordinances against Justices and pleas before 
us or any of our progenitors. Justices of our Bench or of any of our progenitors. 
Justices of Assize, Justices of Gaol Delivery, Justices or Keepers of the Peace o» 
Justices or Keepers of the Peace of any of our progenitors or the Treasurers and 
Barons of the Exchequer of us or of any of our progenitors or other Commissioners of 
us or of any of our progenitors appointed or any one of them before the aforesaid day, 
made, issued, or provided, or touching or concerning any such Justices, Keepers, or 
Commissioners, or any of them, by the same B'gesses before the same day in au]^ wise 
made or perpetrated. And all forfeitures, transgressions, sums of money, pertaining, 
due, or belonging to us, either by reason of the premisses or of any of them. And the 
same forfeitures, condemnations, and sums of money we give and grant to the same 
B'gesses by the present, to be had by the same B'gesses of our p^t without 
account or any other [return] thereupon to us to be rendered, paid, or made. 
And further we pardon, remit, and release to the same B'gesses all kinds of 
offences, transgressions, misprisions, contempts, negligences, concealments, deceptions, 
falsities, impeachments, and other crimes whatsoever by the same B'gesses before the 
said twenty-third day of April in any wise done or perpetrated against the form of all 
and singular statutes concerning labourers, servants, and vagabonds, and concerning 
marks and liberties of clothes and head-coverings and concerning any retentions 
whatsoever both of preparation and use of clothes [and] apparel and of all and singular 
other statutes and of each of them before the said twenty-third day published or 



alicujus p'^enitoris n'ri coram nobis aut aliquo p'genitore n'ro aut aliqua alia curia n'ra 
vel in Cuna alicujus p'genitoris n'ri quacunque ac omnia et omnimoda ac singula alia, 
offensas transgressiones contemptus et forisfacturas quascunque per ipsos b'genses 
contra formam quorumc. et singulor. statutorum versus Vicecomites Suovic, clericos. 
vie. Escatores Seneschalloe Subseneschall. Maiores Constabularios ^prepositos et 
eor. ac cuiuslibet eorum deputatum sive deputatos seu eor. aliquem aut aliquos [via 
subvic. clericos vie. Escatores Seneechallos Subseneschallos Maiores Constabularios 
Prepositos et ballivos €t eor. seu alicujus eor. deputatum sive deputatos vel eor. 
aliquem] aliquo modo tangent, sive ante dictum diem sive editor, per 

ipsos b'genses ante eundem diem qualiterc. fact, sive p'petrat. Et omnes forisfacturas 
condempnaciones et denarior. summas nobis racione seu occasione premissor. seu eor. 
alicujus pertinentes debite sive spectantes. Et easdem forisfacturas condempnaciones 
et denanor. summas eisdem b'gensibus per p'sentes damns et concedimus habendum 
sibi de dono n'ro absque compoto seu aliquo alio proinde nobis reddendo solvendo seu 
faciendo. Aceciam perdonamus remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus omnes et 
omnimodas transgressiones et offensas mesprisiones decepcionesnecligencias ignorancias 
et contemptus contra formam quorunc. et singulor. statutor. provisionum seu 
ordinacionum versus Justiciarioe ac placita coram nobis aut alic^uo progenitorum n'ror. 
Justiciaries de Banco n'ro aut alicujus p'genitor. n'ror Justic. aa Assisas Justic. ad 
Gaolas delilDerandas Justic. sive custodis pacis n're conservandum aut Justic. sive 
Custodes alicujus p'genitorum n'ror. pacis sue conservand. aut Thes. et Barones de 
Scaccario n'ro seu aucuius p'genitorum n'ror. sive alios Commissionarios n'ros vel 
alicuius p'genitor. n'ror. assignatos seu eor. aliquem ante predictum diem factorum 
editorum sive provisor. aut aliquos huiusmodi Justic. Custodes sive Commissionarios 
seu eor. aliquem tangentium sive concementium per ipsos b'genses ante eundem diem 

Sualiterc. factorum sive p'petratorum. Ac omnes forisfacturas transgressiones 
enarior. summas nobis sive racione premissor. seu eor. alicuius pertinentes debitas 
sive spectantes Et easdem forisf. condempnaciones et denanor. summas eisd. 
b'gensibus damns et concedimus per p'sentes nabendum eisdem b'gensibus de dono 
n'ro absque compoto seu aliquo alio inde nobis reddendo solv. seu faciendo. Ao 
INSUPER perdonamus remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus omnimodas offensas 
transgressiones mesprisiones contemptus necligencias concelamenta decepciones 
falsitates impeticiones et alia malefacta quecunque per ipsos b'genses aut dictum 
vicesimum t'cium diem Aprilis qualiterc facta sive p'petrata contra formam omnium 
et sin^lor. statutor. de laboratoribus servientibus et vagabundis ac de signis et 
lib'tatibus pannorum et capicior. ac de retencionibus quibusc. necnon de 

apparatu et usu vestuum apparatuum ac omnium et singulor. alior. statutor. et eor. 
cuiuslibet ante p'dictum vicesimum t'cium diem editorum sive provisorum ac omnes 
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provided, and all forfeitures,, condemnations, and sums of money pertaining, due, or 
Delonffinff to us, either by occasion of the premisses or of any one of them. And the 
same forfeitures, condemnations, and sums of money we g^ve and grant by the present 
[letters] to the same B'gesses to be had for themselves of our ffift without any 
account or any other [return] thereupon to us to be rendered, voicf, or made. And 
FURTHER we pardon, remit, and release to the same B'gesses aU kinds of demands, 
articles, destructions, and transgressions concerning vert and veniton either by 
occasion of stags, deer, or other wild animals in our forests, parks, chaoes, or 
properties of us or anv of our progenitors or of any persons whatsoever, sales* fellings, 
andf loppings of timber withm the forests and without and of any other things 
whatsoever within our Kingdom of England before the aforesaid twenty- third day, 
done or perpetrated, whence punishment might fall in demands, dues, or in fine and 
redemption, or in other pecuniary penalties, or in forfeitures of goods and chattels of 
our Blesses, or in the ourdening of their persons. And all that which pertains or 
ought to pertain to ua against those B'gesses from the causes above mentioned or any 
of them by any statutes, acts, or ordinances made, passed, or provided to the contrary 
in any wise notwithstanding. And also we pardon, remit, and release to the same 
B'gesses all and all kinds of transgressions, contempts, forfeitures, crimes, and 
offences by the same B'gesses before the aforesaid twenty-third day, done or 
perpetrated against the form or effect of any statute, act, or orainance, passed, made, 
or provided, concerning pools, ponds, dams, locks, mills, gutters, sewers, hebbyng- 
werys, utmothes (sluices ?), made, constructed, raised, removed (?) or extendea 
deposited or not deposited, or not prostrat*»d or prostrated or against the same 
B'^oHses in any manner presented or not to be presented adjudicated or not 
adjudicated before any Justices, Commissioners, or Ministers of us or any of our 
progenitors. [This paragraph seems to be hopelessly corrupt and unintelligible.] 
And all. and all kinds of amercements, fines, pains, debts, and losses upon and 
against the same B'gesses assessed or not assessed, adjudicated or not adjudicated 
from the causes above mentioned or any of thorn. And all, and all kinds of 
forfeitures or condemnations and sums of money pertaining, due, or belonging to. us 
or any of our progenitors by reason of the premisses or any of them. And the same 
forfeitures, fines, condemnations, and sums of money we give and grant to the same 
B'gesses by the present [letters] to be had by the same B'gesses of our gift without 
account or any other [return] thereupon to us to be rendered, paid, or made. 
xVni) siMELAKLY we pardon, remit, and release to the same B'gesses all kinds of 
payments and deliveries of whatever pieces of coinage within our realm of England or 
elwwhere and of whatever vessels of plate, bullion, oars, and jewels of gold or silver, 
wrought or unwrought, by the same B'gesses or by any other person for the same 



forisf. condempnac. et denarior. summas nobis racione sen occasione p'missor. sive eor. 
alicuius qualiterc. p'tinentes debitas sive spectantes. Et easdem forisf. condempnac. 
et denanor. summas eisd. B'gensibus per p'sentes damns et concedimus haV)endum 
sibi de dono n'ro absque compoto sen ali^uo alio nobis inde reddendo sol vend, sen 
faciend. Et ulterius perdonamiis remittimus et relaxamus eisd, b'gensibus omni- 
modas demandas articulos destrucciones et transgressiones de viridi et venacione sen 
occasione cervorum damarum et alior. ferarum in forestis parcis chacionis n'ris sen 
p'priis nostri aut alicujus pVenitor n'ror. sive aliar p'sonar auarumc. vendiciones 
prosternaciones et obscisiones ooscor. infra forestas et extra et aliar. reruni q uarumc. 
infra regnum nVm Anglie ante p'dictum vicesiraum t'cium diem factas sive p pett:atas 
unde i)unicio caderet in demanaam debitam sen in finem et redempcionem aut in alias 
jx^nas )iecuniarias sen in forisf. honor, et catallor. n'ror b'gensium sive in oneraoionem 
p'wmarum suarum. Et omne id quod ad nos versus ipsos b'genses p'tinet vel p'tinere 
pcxssit ex causis supradictis sive earum aliqua aliquibus statutis actubus sen 
ordinacionibus in contrarium factis editis sive provisis in aliquo nonobstantibiis. Et 
eciani peixlonamus remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus omnes et omnimodas 
transgressionai eontemptus forisf. malefacta et offensas per ipsos b'genses ante 
p'dictiim vicesimum t'cium diem factas sive p'petratas contra formam »eu eflfectum 
alicuius statuti actus Hive ordinacionis edite facte seu provise de gureitibus staguis 
pilis lokkys molendinis gutters sewers hebbyngvverys utmothes facte eaificat. exaltat. 
et segregatis(?) vel extensis vel non depositis depositis aut non prostratis vel prostratis 
aut versus ipsos b'genses quoquo modo pre-nentat. seu non p sentand. adiudicat. vel 
non adiudicat. coram aliquib. Justicianis Oommissionariis vel Ministris n'ris sen 
alicuius p'genitorum n'ror. Et omnia et omnimoda amerciamenta fines penas debita 
et deperclita supra aut versus easdem b'genses assessa sive non assessa adiudicata ex 
caiLsiH supradictis sive earum aliqua. Ao omnes et omnimodas forisf. sive condempnaa 
et denarior. summas nobis seu alicui progenitorum n'ror racione premissor sive eor. 
alicuius pertinenteti dep'dite [debiterj seu spectantee. Et easdem forisf. fines 
condempnac. et denarior. summas eisdem b'gensibus per presentes damns et con- 
cedimus habend. eisd. b'gensibus de dono n'ro absque compoto seu aliquo alio inde 
nobis reddend. solvend. seu faciend. Et similiter perdonamus remittimus et 
relaximus eisd. b'gensibus omnimodas soluciones et delib'aciones quarumc. peciar. 
cunat. infra re^um n'rm Anglie seu alibi ac quorumc. vadorum plati bullionum 
massor. et Jocalium auri vel ar^nti operati vel non operati per ipsos o'genses aut per 
aliquam aliam personam pro lisdem b'gensibus aut nominibus suis aut per aliquem 
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B'gessee or in their names or by any testator or for any testator of the same B'gesses 
or oy any elsewhere or for any other person dying intestate whose administrators are 
the same B'gesses to any merchant or other persons straxigers bom or bom without 
the Kingdom, or our obedience or that of any of our progenitors for any merchandises 
by way of exchange or otherwise or in any way whatever before the 
aforesaid dav of payment or delivery against the form of a certain act passed in the 
Parliament neld at Westminster in the fourth year of the reign of our dearest father 
King Henry VII., or against the form of a certain statute, act, or 

ordinance tnereupon before the aforesaid twenty-third day passed or provided. And 
ALL forfeitures and sums of money pertaining, due, or belonging to us or any of our 
progenitors on that account. And further we pardon, remit, and release to the 
aforesaid B'gesses all kinds of alienations, donations, and perquisites in mortmain 
made, received, or had, or to their use or the use of their predecessors, or successors, 
made or had, without Royal licence. And also all kinds of intrusions and ingressions 
upon the temporalities of archbishoprics, bishoprics, priories, colleges, hospitals, or 
other pious, religious, or eoclesiafiticiu houses whatsoever before the aforesaid twenty- 
third day, by the same B'ffesses or by any other or others made or conducted. Wb 
PARDON also, remit, and release by the present [letters] to the same B'gesses all and all 
kinds of captures, receptions, collections, detentions of which the rents, issues, profits 
and revenues of all and singular lands, tenements, and hereditaments of traitor^ 
murderers, homicides, felons, persons attainted or convicted, and of others whatsoever 
felons of clergy convicted outlaws, waifs, fugitives, and suicides and those liable to be 
outlawed, deodands, discovery of treasure, wrecks of the sea, chattels of waifs and 
strays to us in whatever manner belonging, or forfeitures which to the hands or 
possession of the same B'gesses before the aforesaid twenty-third day of A{>ril, or 
nave devolved in some way to their use, and these all and singular rents, issues, 
profits, revenues, goods, and chattels and debts to the same B'gesses we give and 
grant by the present [letters] to be had for themselves, of our gift without aeoount 
or any other [return] thereupon to us or our heirs to be rendered, paid, or made. 
And further we pardon, remit, and release to the same B'gesses all kinds of 
demands, transg^ressions, offences, negligences, contempt^ misprisions, impeachments, 
forfeitures, and breakings or infractions by the same B'gesses against the form, as 
well of those statutes, ordinances, provisions, made or ordained, concerning perquisites, 
acceptances, lectons, supplications, notifications, and executions whatsoever of what- 
soever letters, writs, bulls, applications, or other and concerning pleas, 
suits, prosecutions, or plaints in the Roman Court or in any Court or elsewhere 
against our Royal Crown or dignity, or that of any of our predecessors, and of all 



testatorem seu pro aliquo testatore eorundem b'gensium sive per aliquem alibi seu pro 
aliquo alio abintestato decedente cuius administrat. honor, et cattalor. ijdem b'^enses 
existunt alicui mercatore aut alia persone vel aliquibus p'sonis extraneis natis seu 
natis extra regnum seu obedienciam n'ram vel alicuius p'genitorum n'ror. pro aliquibus 
merchandisis per viam escambij aut aliter seu alio quorumc. modo ante 

p'dictum diem solut. sive delib'at. contra formam cuiusdam actus in p'liamento apud 
Westmonast. Anno regni percarissimi p'ris n'ri regis Henrici Septimi quarto tent, 
edit, aut contra formam alicuius » statuti actus sive ordinac. inde ante p'dict. 

vicesim. t'cium diem edite sive provise. Ao omnes forisf. et pecuniar, summas nob. 
aut alicui p'ffenitorum n'ror. ea occasione pertinentes debite sive spectantes. Ac 
INBUPBR perofonamus remittimus et relaxamus p'fatis b'gensibus omnimodas alien- 
aciones donac. et p'quisiciones ad manum mortuum factas receptas sive habitas sive 
ad eius (sic) vel alicuius (sic) p'decessor. suor. et successor, suor. usum factas et 
habitas absque licencia regia Necnon omnimodas intrusiones et ingressus in 
temporalia Archiei>at. Epat. priorat Coleg^a hospitales seu alterius domibus (sic) pie 
religiose sive ecclesiastice cuiuscumque ante p'dictum vicesim. t'cium diem per ipsos 
b'genses vel per quemcunque alium vel alios factas seu habitas. Pbrdonamus eciam 
remittimus et relaxamus per p'sentes eisd. b'gensibus omnes et omnimodas capciones 
recepciones peroepoiones detenciones quorumc. reddituum exituum proficuum et 
revencionum omnium et singulor terrar. tenem. et hereditamentor. proditor. murdrator. 
homicidiar. felonum attinctor. seu oonvictor. et alior quorumc. felonum clericor. 
convictor. utlagator. waviat. fuffitivor. ac felonum de se in exi^nd. posit, deodand. 
Thesaurum inventum wrecum Maris catallor. waviator. et straitor. nobis cjualiterc. 
spectan. seu forisfact. que ad manus sive ad possessionem ipsor. b'gensium ante 
irdictum vicesim. t'cium diem Aprilis vel ad eor. usum aliquo modo devenerunt ac ea 
via et singula redditus exitus p'ficua revenciones bona et cattalla et debita eisd. 
b'gensibus damns et ooncedimus per p'sentes habend. sibi de dono n'ro absque compoto 
sive aliquo alio inde nob. vel heredib. n'ris reddendo solvend. vel faciend. Ao 
INBUPER perdonamus remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'^ensib. omnimoda demanda 
transgressiones offenc. neolegencias contemptus mesprisiones impeticiones forisf. et 
fractur. sive infraociones per ipsos b'gensss contra formam tam quorumc. statutor. 
ordinacion. provision, factor, sive ordinator. de per^uisitionib. aoceptacionib. leccionib. 
supplicacionibus notificaeionib. et execucionib. quibusc. quarumc. literarum brevium 
bulliur. applicar, sive alior. et de placitis sectis prosecucionib. seu querelis in 

Curia Romana aut in aliqua Curia seu alibi contra regalem coronam seu dignitatem 
n'ras aut alicuius p'genitor. n'ror. ac omnium alior statutor. et p'textu quos 
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other statutes and bv pretext of which any suit against the same B'geeses 

oy indictment, presentment, information, by bill or oy writ of " Premunire facias " 
or any other whatever in any manner for any matter before the aforesaid twenty-third 
day made, is valid ; as of any statutes whatever made or perpetrated, those statutes, 
ordinances, and provisions and any of them notwithstanding. And all and singular 
goods and chattels, forfeitures, and all kinds of sums of money by reason of the 
premisses, or any of them, lost or due to us or any of our progenitors, we give and 
grant to the same B'gesses without any account or other [return] to us or our 
heirs thereupon to be rendered, paid, or made. Wb pardon further, remit, and 
release to the same B'gesses all and all kinds of intrusions, transgressions, entries, and 
ingressions by the same B'gesses or by any one or more of their ancestors or by any 
other whomsoever in all and singular manors, lands, tenements, possessions, and 
hereditaments whatsoever of the same B'gesses whereof the same B gesses alone are 
seized or possessed or conjointly with another or others or to the use of another or he 
or they are seized and possessed without debt, limitation, prosecution, or restitution 
of the same out of the Royal hand before the aforesaid day made or perpetrated. 
And all extra profits of the same manors, &c., and of any parcels thereof before the 
aforesaid twenty-third day of April, by the same B'gesses or by anyone else gathered 
or received ; And all issues and profits of the same manors, &c, before the same day 
growing or proceeding, we give and grant to the same B'gesses by the present [letters] 



to be had, gathered as well ov their hands as by the hanas of the Escheatora, bailiJBfs, 
farmers, and occupiers of tne same or of any parcel thereof, without account or 
any other [return] to us or our heirs to be rendered, paid, or made. And further we 
pardon, remit, and release to the same B'gesses all and all kinds of intrusions, 
transgressions, and ingressions by the same B'gesses into whatever manors, lands, 
tenements, possessions, or hereditaments of us or any of our progenitors, and also of 
any of our tenants or the tenants of any of our progenitors or predecessors being in 
our custody or that of any of our' pro^nitors, or not. Ana all kinds of rapes, 
abductions, and captures of any of our heirs, tenants, or those of our progenitors or of 
any others whatsoever belonging to us or to any of our progenitors before the said day 
done and had. And all fines and forfeitures by marriage or by value or double value 
of marriage of the same heirs and of any of them before the same marriage [day]. 
And all that which pertains or ought to pertain to us in this behalf, or ou^ht to have 
pertained. And all issues, rents, revenues, and profits of all the premisses by the 
same B'gesses before the same day gathered and had, and the same issues, rents, 
revenues, and profits we gfive and grant to the same B'gesses by the present [letters] to 
be had by the same B'gesses of our gift without account and any other [return] 



aliqua secta versus eosd. b'genses per indictamentum presentacionem informacionem 
per billam sen per breve de premunire faHas seu quemc. alio modo pro aliqua materia 
ante p'dm. vicesim. t'cium aiem fact, valeat quam quorumc. statutor. fact, 

sive p'petrat. statutis ordinacionibus et provisionibns illis et eor. quolibet non 
obstantibus re omnia [et] singula bona et catalla forisf. et omnimodas peciiniar. 
summas racione premissor. seu eor. alicuius nob. aut alicui p'genitor. n'ror. ae perdit. 
aut debit, eisd. ly^ensibus damns et conoedimus absque aliouo compoto seu alio nob. 
vel heredib. n'ris. inde reddend. solvend. seu faciend. Perdonahub insuper 
remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'^ensibus omnes et omnimodas intrusiones trans- 
gressiones intrat. et ing^ress. p. ipsos b'genses vel per aliquis (ncj sive aliquem 
antecessor, suor. aut per aliquem ahum sive aliquor alios quoscunque in oia. et singula 
maneria terr. ten. possessiones et hereditamenta quecunque ipsor. b'gensium unde 
ijdem b'genses soli seisiti aut possessionati existunt sive ooniunctim cum alio aut 
luiis vel alii ad eius. usum seisiti sive possession, existit aut seisiti aut possessionat. 
existunt absque debita lib'tacione [limitacione ?] prosecuc sive restituc. eorund. extra 
manum regiam ante p'diotum diem fact, sive p'petrat. Ac oia. exitus proficua eorund. 
Manerior. terrar. ten. poesessiunum et hereditament et ouiuslibet inde paroell. ante 
p'dictum vicesim. t'cium diem Apr. per ipsos b'genses aut per quemc. alium p'oeptum 
sive receptum. Ac oia. exitus p'ficua eorundem Manerior. terrar. ten. et heredit. 
quorumc. ante eundem diem crescenti sive emergen ti eisd. b'gensibus damns et 
ooncedimus per p'sentee habend. percipiend. tarn per manus suas quam per manus 
Escaetor. ballivor. fermarior. et occupator. eorundem sive alicuius inde parcella 
absque compoto seu aliquo alio nob. vel heredib. n'ris reddend. solvend. vel faciend. 
Ac INSUPER perdonamus remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus omnes et omnimodas 
intrusiones transgreesiones et ingr'us per ipsos b'genses in quecunque Manerior. 
terrar. ten. possessiones seu heredit. n'ra aut alicuius p'genitor. nTor. necnon quorunc. 
tenencium n'ror aut tenencium alicuius p'genitor. n ror sive p'decessor. n'ror in 
Custodia n'ra seu alicuius p'genitor. n'ror existent, sen non existen. Ac omnimodas 
rapciones abducciones et capciones quorumc. heredum tenenc. n'ror ant alior. 
p'genitor. n'ror vel aliorum quoruma nob. aut alicui progenitorum n'ror. p'tinent. 
ante dictum diem et fact, et habit. Ao omnes fines forisf. et maritagio aut 
valore duplici valore maritagij eorund. hered. et eor. cuiuslibet ante eund. 
maritag. Et omne id qd. ad nos in hac parte p'tinet seu pertinere debet 
aut debuisset Ac omnia exitus redditus revenciones et profiena omnium premissor. per 
eosd. b'genses ante eund. diem p'ceps et habet, et eadem exitus redditus revenciones 
et p'ficua eisd. b'gensibus damus et concedimus per p'sentes habend. eisd. b'gensibus 
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thereupon to us to be rendered, paid* or made. And fubtheb we pardon^ remit, and 
release to the same B'geeses all kinds of fines, redemptions, forfeitures, and trans- 
gressions, marriages of our widows or of any one or more of them or of those of our 
progenitors and of any such widow or widows on acoount of their marriages. Also of 
any female heir of our tenants or of those of any of our progenitors, married without 
Royal lioenoe before the said day. Also all issues and profits of all and singular 
manors, lands, tenements, rentals, possessions, hereditaments, and wards and 
marriages of whatsoever tenants and widows aforesaid and heirs female of our tenants 
or the tenants of any of our progenitors or predecessors of whatsoever dignity or 
condition she or they may be, by tne same B'gesses before the twenty -third day in 
any manner had or gathered we give and grant to the same B'gesses oy the present 

Eettera] without any account or any other [return] thereupon to us or our heirs to 
B rendered, paid, or made. We pardon moreover, remit, and release to the same 
B'gesses all kmds of wastes and destructions whatsoever before the said twenty-third 
day of April by the same B'gesses done in whatever lands, tenements, or hereditaments 
of any person who is or was at any time in our custody or in that of any of our 
progenitors bv reason of the minor aa^e of the same heir. And all issues and profits of 
the same lands, tenements, and hereditaments of the same heir and the custody and 
marriage of the same heir. And all that which pertains and could in any way pertain 
to us by reason of any such wastn or destruction we give and grant to the same 
B'gesses by the present [letters] without any account or any other [return] to us or 
our heirs thereupon to be rendered, paid, or made. And further we pardon and 
remit and release by the present, to the same B'gesses or by some other person 
or persons concerning the lands, tenements, hereditaments, and possessions whatsoever 
whereof the same B'gesses are alone seized, or conjointly with another or other or any 
others to the use of the same B'gesses, holden from us or any of our progenitors in 
capite or otherwise by any person and any persons before the aforesaid day, done and 
had thereupon without Royal licence being obtained. And the collections and receipts, 
issues, revenues and profits of the same lauds and tenements, hereditaments and 
possessions, and of every parcel thereof, before the aforesaid day made or had. Also 
the same issues, profits, and revenues, we give and grant to the same B'gesses by the 
present [letters] to be had bv the same B'gesses of our gift without account or any 
other [return] on behalf of the same or any of them to us to be rendered, paid, or 
made. We pardon also, remit, and release to the same B'gesses all and all kinds of 
benevolences, and all and all kinds of sums of money by the name of benevolence 
granted to our dearest father Henry the seventh, late King of England, or to other 
our progenitors or predecessors by the same B'gesses or bv any of their ancestors, or 
by any other or by any testator or testators of the same B^gesses or by any other on 

de dono n'ro absque oompoto sen aliquo alio inde nob. reddend. solvend. seu faciend. 
Ao INSUPER perdonamus remittimus et relaxamus eisdem b'gensibus omnimodas fines 
redempciones forisf. et transgressiones maritagia quarutnc. viduar. n'rar. sive aliouius 
vidue. n're sive viduar. n'rar. aut vidue sive vidua p'genitor. n'ror. et cuiudlibet 
hujusmodi vidue sive viduar. pro maritagiis suis Necnon cuiuslibet hered. femell. 
tenendum n'ror aut alicuius p genitor. n'ror sine licencia reg^a ante dictum diem 
maritat. Necnon omnia, exitus et p'ficua omnium et sin^lorum Manerior. terrar. 
ten. reddit. possessionum hereditament, ac Wardar. et Mantagior. quorumctenencium 
et viduar. p'dictar. et hered. femell. tenencium n'ror ant tenendum alicuius p'genitor 
sive p'de^essor. n'ror cuiuscunque dignitatis vel condicionis fuerit vel fuerint per ipsos 
b'genses ante p'dictam vioesim. t*cium diem quovismodo hab. sive p'cept eisd. 
b'gensibus damns et conoedimus per p'sentes absque compoto seu aliquo alio proinde 
noois seu hered. n'ris reddend. solvend. seu faciend. Perdonamus insuper remittimus 
et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus omnimoda vasta et destrucdones quasc. ante dictum 
viceeimum tercium diem Aprilis per ipsos b'genses factas in quibusc. terris ten. seu 
hereditam. cuiusc. persone que est aut fuit aliquo tempore in custodia n'ra aut 
alicuius p'genitor. n'ror racione minoris etatis euisd. heredis. Et omnia, exitus et 
p'ficua eorundem terr. ten, et heredit. ipsius heredis ac custodia et maritag. euisd. 
neredis. Et omne id qd. ad nos racione alicuius huiusmodi vasti seu destrucecoius 
pertinet seu pertinere jpoterit quoquomodo eisd. bui^nsib. per presentes damns et 
ooncessimus absque aliquo compoto seu aliquo alio nobis aut neredib. n'ris inde 
reddend. solvend. vel faciend. Et ulteriub perdonamus et remittimus et relaxamus 

Ser p'sentes eisd. b'gensibus aut per aliquem aliam p'sonam sive aliauos alias personas 
e terris ten. hereaitam. et poeseesionibus quibusc. unde idem b'genses soli seisiti 
existunt vel coniunctim cum alio vel aliis vel alioui alii ad usum eorundem b'gensium 
seisit. existit vel seiait. existunt de nob. aut aliquo p'genitor. n'ror in Capite vel 
aliter tent, per quamc. personam ac quasc. personas ante p'diotum diem fact, et 
habit. lioenda retaa inde non obtent. Ac precepciones et recepciones exitus reven- 
dones et p'fec. eorundem terr. et ten. herrait. et possessionum et cuiuslibet inde 
parcell. ante p'dcm. diem faet. sive habit. Necnon eadem, exitus p'ficua et reveno. 
eiad. b'gensibus damns et conoedimus per p'sentes habendum eisd. b'gensibus ex 
dono n'ro absque compoto vel aliquo alio pro eisd. seu eor. aliquo nob. reddend. 
solvend. vel faciend. I^rdonamus eciam remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus 
omnes et omnimodas benevolendas et omnes et omnimodas pecuniar, summas nomine 
benevolencie Carissimo patri n'ro nuper Regi Anglie Henrico 3eptimo aut alijs 
p'genitoribus sive p'deoessoribus n'ris per ipsoe b'genses sive per aliquem antecessor. 
Buor. seu per aliquem alium vel per aliquem testatorem sua teetatores ipsor. 
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account of anyone dying: intestate, the administration of whose eoods and chattels was 
committed to the same B'gessee, in any way due on our behalf. And all and all 
manner of tithes, fifteenths, aids, subsidies, double subsidies, dimes, and tithes due or 
granted by the same B'gesses to us or to our aforesaid dearest father or to any other 
our progenitor or predecessor before the aforesaid day, and collections, receipts, and 
detentions of -the same and of anj parcel thereof. And all account and reason to 
us for the same or any of them m any wise to be rendered or made. We pabdon 
moreover, remit, and release to the same B'gesses all and all kinds of ingressions and 
entrances into lands, tenements, and hereditaments of any whatever idiot and natural 
fool, and of any idiots and natural fools and each of them, and of any person who 
before the aforesaid twenty-third day of April was a lunatic or lucid at mtervals and 
receipts, revenues, and profits of the same lands, tenements, and hereditaments and of 
any parcel thereof, by the same B'gesses received^ collected, or had, we give and 
grant to the same B'geases for themselves of our gift, without account or any other 
[return] thereupNon to us or our heirs to be paid, rendered, or made. And i^UBTHEB 
we paraon, remit, and release by the present [letters] to the same B'gesses all and all 
kinas of purchases, sales, receipts, and occupations of freeholds within this our 
Kinedom of England or elsewhere against the form of any whatsoever ordinance, or 
proclamation thereof, before the aforesaid twenty-third day of April, made or passed, 
and forfeitures and contempts on this behalf by the same B gesses done or perpetrated. 
And also we pardon^ remit, and releaBe to the same B'gesses all kinds of forfeitures, 
concealments, deceptions, usuries, contracts of usunr, corrupt and illicit bargains, 
agreements, purcha^^s, and sales, and endeavours, and forfeitures whatsoever made by 
the same B'gesses before the aforesaid day, against the form of anj statute or statutes 
in the Parliament held at Westminster in the third >^ear of the reign of our aforesaid 
dearest father for the reformation of corrupt and illicit bargains thereafter to be 
made, passed, and provided, and against the form and ordinance of another 
statute or ordinance in the Parliament held at Westminster in the eleventh year 
of our aforesaid dearest father similarly passed and provided for the punishment 
of usurers, and for the separation and dispersion or exchange of money against 
the form of that act or ordinance or of any other thereupon passed and provided. 
We pardon further, remit, and release to the same Blesses all kinds of 
offences and transgressions to us or any of our progenitors or predecessors made 
by the same B'gesses against the form of any and every statute concermng the 
non-finding of security oy recognition in our Chancery after any exchange by 

tany of] the same B'ge^^ses before his testator or any other having died intestate 
when] the administration of goods was committed to the same B'gesses, before 



b'gensium sive per aliquem alium obintestatem decedentem cuius honor, et catallor. 
administracio eisd. b'gensibus commissa fuit ooncessas pro nobis quovismodo debit 
Ac omnes et omnimodas decimas quinto decimas auxilia subsidia dupla subsidior. 
ac dimas et decimas per ipsos b'genses nobis aut prefato precarissimo patri nostro 
aut alicui alij p'genitor, sive p'decessor, nostro ante p'dictum diem debit, sive concess. 
ac coUectiones recepciones et detenciones eorund. et cuiuslibet inde parcelle. Ac 
omnem compotum et raciooinium nob. pro eisd. seu eorum aliquo qualiterc. reddend. 
seu faciend. Perdonamus insuper remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus qnmes 
et omnimodas ingressus et intrac. in terras ten. et horeditamenta cuiusc idiote 
ac fatui naturaUs ac quorumc. idiotar. sive fatuorum naturalium et eor. cuiuslibet 
ac cuiusc. persone que ante p'dictum vicesim. t'cium diem Aprilis fuit lunaticus vel 
lucid us per intervalla et recepciones reverciones et p'ficua eorundem terrarum 
tenementorum et hereditamentor. et cuiuslibet inde parcell. per eosd. b'genses seu 
per aliqiiem alium eius nomine vel ad eius usum ante eundem diem recept. percept, 
sive habit, damns et concedimus eidem [eisd.] b'gensibus sibi dc dono n'ro absque 
compoto sen aliquo alio inde nobis aut heredib. n'ris eolvend. reddend. vel faciend. 
Et ultkrius p donamus remittimus et relaxamus per p'sentes eisdem b'gensibus 
omnes et omnimodas imp'ciones vendiciones recepciones et occupaciones allumnium 
infra hoc regnum n'rm An^Iie vel alibi contra formam cuiusc. ordinacionis sive 
p'clamacionis inde ante p'dictum vicesemum t'cium diem Aprilis facte seu edite 
ac forisf. et contempt in ea parte per ipsos b'genses fact, sive p'petrat. Ao rciam 
perdonamus remittimus et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus omnimodas forisf. concelamenta 
decepciones usuras contractus usure comiptas et illicitas barganias convenciones 
empciones et vendiciones ac attemptaciones et forisf. quasc. per ipsos b'gensea 
ante p'dictum diem factas contra formam alicuius statuti sive aliquor. statutor. 
in p'liamento apud Westmonast. tent. Anno re§pi p'dicti p'carissimi patris n'ri t'cio 
pro reformacione corruptar. et illicitar. barganiar. ex tunc fiend, edit, et provis. ao 
contra formam et ordinacionem alterius statuti sive ordinacionis in p'liamento apud 
Westm. regni p'dicti p'carissimi patris n'ri undecimo tent, similiter edit et p ris. 
pro punicione usuracior. sive usuratorum et pro severacione et p'atatione sive 
mutuatione monete formam ordinac. sive actus illius sive alicuius alterius actus 
seu ordinac. inde edit, et provis. Perdonamus insuper remittimus et relaxamus 
eisd. b'gensibus omnimodas offensas et trangressiones nobis seu alicui p'genitor. sive 

S'decessor. n'ror per ipsor b'genses contra formam quorumc. et singulor. statutor. 
e non inveniendo securitatem per recognicionem in Cancellar. n'ra post aliquod 
escambium per ipsos b'genses ante testatorem suum sive aliquem alium ab intestat 
deoendentu {sio) eius skdministracio honor, eid. (nc) burgenses Commisse fuit ante 
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the same day, to be approved, within our Kingdom, concerning commodities of 
this Kingdom "ad valorem " of the thing and money by themselves so exchanged and 
all forfeitures, penalties, and sums of money to us on this behalf owing or pertaining. 
And all kinds of forfeitures, concealments^ deceptions, usuries, contracts of usuries, 
bargains, corrupt chevances [bargains], agreements . . . exchanges, re-exchanges, 
corrupt and illicit misprisions, contempts, impeachments, receipts, purchases, changes, 
prestations, factorages, and sales of illicit fabrics, woollens, linens, silks, fleeces, hides, 
tin, lead, dyes, ribands of silk manufactured or unmanufactured, grain, spices, gold, 
silver, and other chattels, merchandizes, mercery, and other things whatever and 
deliveries of the same. Also illicit sales by the name of prompt payment of sums of 
money and of mercery to merchants sold or given for double (?) payments upon their 
sales. Also all and all kinds of falsities, deceptions, and offences in the making of 
woollen cloths and in mixture in length and width of the same, and all falsities, 
deceptions, offences, and misjprisions concerning woollen cloths. And purchases and 
sales of any woollen cloths whatsoever not sealed or not being of such good manufac- 
ture as they should or ought to be by the form of any statutes thereupon passed and 
by the custom and law of the land or otherwise : ana all and sJl kinds of purchases 
and sales whatsoever of all wines and oils, victuals and other mi^rchandizea not gauged, 
and detentions and forfeitures of the same by the same B'gesses before the aforesaid 
day in any way and however often done, performed, committed, or perpetrated. And 
also escapes, conducts, inductions to lands, positions, traductions, eductions, 
aportations, and transportations of any goods, chattels, gold, silver, and other 
mercery, merchandizes, and things whatsoever as well from this our Kingdom of 
England, the town of Calais, the land of Ireland, and the Marches of Wales, or 
elsewhere, into the Kingdom of Dacia^ or to other parts beyond sea whatsoever as 
from the parts of Iceland, Norway, and other parts beyond sea from which into our 
Kingdom of England, the town of Calais, tne land of Ireland, or the Marches of 
Wales, or elsewhere, and inductions from any parts beyond sea whatsoever into our 
Kingdom of England of any kinds of ribands, silks, fisn, or other merchandizes and 
whatsoever for sale and detensions of the same and forfeitui-es and valuations of the 
same. And all kinds of deceptions, transgpreesions, and offences about or because of 
false weight* and measures whatsoever. And also all kinds of offences, trans- 
gressions, forfeitures, fine.s, pains, and contempts against the form of the ordinances 
and the effect of any statutes, acts, ordinances, or provisions a^inst usuries and 
usurers, fourprestres, regfratings, and forstallings or corruptions in debts and illicit 
bargains or chevances, or illicit purchases or sales used in our time or that of any of 
our progenitors or predecessors, formerly Kinffs of England, before the aforesaid 
twenty-third day of April, passed or providea either against our law whereof the 



eundem diem fact, ad approuandum infra regnum n'rum de commoditatibus huius 
regni ad valorem rei et pecunie per ipsos sic escambit*. ac omnes forisf. penalitates 
et denarior. summas nobis in hac parte debite vel pertinentes. Ac omnimodas 
forisf. concelamenta decepciones usurias contractus usurar. barganias corruptas 
chevansias convenciones escambia rescambia corruptas et illicitas 

mesprisones contemptu. impfiticiones receptiones empciones mutacionee prestaciones 
faociones et vendiciones illicitor. pannor. lanear. linear, cericor. lanar. nomor. stannor. 
plumbor. tenetur. reband. cericor. operator, et non operator granor. specier. auri 
argenti ao alior. cattallor. mercandizar. mercunomor. ac aliar. rerum quar'cunc ac 
delib'aciones eorund^ Necnon illicite vendiciones pro nomine prompte soluqione 
de denarior. summar. vel mercunorior. mercatoribus vendit vel pro diobus 

[fio) soluciones dat. super vendicionibus illis. Necnon omnes et omnimodas falcitates 
decepciones et offensas in factura pannor, laneor. et mextione in longitudine et 
latitudine eornndem et omnes falsitates decepciones offensas et mesprisiones pannoe 
' laneas concernentes. Ac empciones et vendiciones quorumc. pannor. laneor. non 
si^llat. vel non existen. de tarn, bona factura sicut essent vel deberent per formam 
aliquor. statutor. inde editorum ao per conKuetudinem et legem terre vel aliter ac 
omnes et omnimodas empciones et vendiciones quasc. omnium vinor. et alior. 
victualium et aliar. mercandizar. non gaugeatar et detenciones et forisf. earundem 
per ipsos b'genses ante p'dictum diem qahterc. et quociensc. fact, habit, commiss. 
sive p'petrat. Necnon eskypaciones conducciones inducciones, ad terram positions 
traducciones educiones asportaciones et transportaciones quorumc. honor, cetallor. 
auri argenti et alior. merdmonior. mercandizar. et rerum cjuarumc. tarn ab hoc 
regno n ro Anglie villa Cales terra Hibemie et marchiis Wallie vel alibi in re^um 
Dacie vel ad alias partes transmarinas quasc. quam a partibus Islandij Norweig. et 
aliis partibus transmarinis c^uibusc in hoc regnum n'rm Anglie villam Cales terram 
Hibemie vel March. Wallie sen alibi ac inducciones a p'tibus exterris transmarinis 
quibusc. in hoc n^gnum n'rm Anglie quorumc. ribandar. cericor. piscium sen aliar. 
marcandizar. et rerum quanimc. ad vendendum et detenciones eorundem ac foris- 
facturas et valores eorundem. Ac omnimodas decepciones trangr. et offensas de 
aut pro falsis ponderibus et mensuris quibusc. Nkcnon omnimodas offensas transgr. 
forisf. fines penas et contemptus contra formam ordinacionem et effectum quorumc 
statutor. actuum ordinacionum sive provis. contra vsuros et vsurarios purprestur. 
regrata et forstallat. vel corrupt, in debit, et illicit, barganias sive chevesancias 
[chevancias] aut illicit, empciones seu vendiciones utent. tempore n*ro aut tempore 
alicuius p'genitor, sive p'decessor. n'ror. quondam regum Anglie ante vicesim. t'cium 
diem Apriiis edit, sive provis. vel contra legend n'ram vnde lidem B'genses caderent 
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same B'gesses should fall and be in punishment, demand, forfeiture, and loss of any 
sum or sums or in forfeiture of their goods and chattels, things and merchandizes, or 
valuations of the same or of any paroell of the same. And also all kinds of trans- 
gressions, omissions, forfeitures, concealments, customs, and subsidies, subtractions, 
and cognitions of the same, and undue and unjust intractions of merchandizes, 
merceries, and other things whatsoever in the books of our customs or other officers or 
of any of our progenitors, and embezzlements of the same, and of things forfeited 
whatsoever, by reason of the premisses, or of any of them, before the same day by 
the same B'gesses done or perpetrated. We have pardoned, also remitted and 
released, ana bv the present [Tetters] do pardon, remit, and release to the same 
B'gesses all kinas of forfeitures, debts, and aemands due, pertaining, or belonf|^ng to 
us, by reason of any recognitions, assumptions, manucaptions, injunctions, obligatory 
writings, and others whatsoever to us or our progenitors or any other person or 
persons for our use or the use of any of our progenitors before the aforesaid tw^enty- 
third day of April made and had by the aforesaid B'gesses alone or themselves 
conjointly with other persons or another either for themselves or others or another, 
only however on behalf of carrving on our peace or that of any of our progenitors, or 
for any agreement to bo maae or for fealty or licence or allegiance of any other 
person or for his or their good behaviour before us or any of our progenitors, or in our 
chancery or that of any of our progenitors, or in any Court of us or any of our 
progenitors or before any of our Cnancellors or Justices or Commissioners or of our 
progenitors or before us and our Council or the Council of any of our progenitors or 
any Councillor or the Councillors of any of our progenitors. And also all and all 
kinds of fines, issues, and increments, pains, dues, demands, and losses whatsoever by 
the same B'gesses in any of our Courts or of any forfeiture adjudicated or non- 
adjudicated. Also all kinds of offences, transgressions, forfeitures, losses against the 
form of any statutes and provisions concerning illicit and forbidden .sports and games 
by the same B'gesses before the same day had, made, or perpetrated. And further 
we have pardoned, remitted, and released, and by the present [letters] do pardon, 
remit, and release to the same B'gesses all and all kinas of outlawries whatsoever 
against the same B'gesses or upon the same B'gesses by reason or occasion of the 
premisses or any of them, or of any other thing, cause, or matter whatsoever, as well 
at our suit as at the suit of any of our progenitors or of any other person or persons 
whatsoever promulgated before the aforesaid day and we grant our firm peace to the 
same B'gesses. So that, however, they may stand rightly in our Court should any 
one wish to speak against them thereupon. And all kinds of forfeitures whatsoever 
of goods and chattels, issues, and profits of any lands and tenements by reason of his 



aut essent punicione demand, forisfactur. aut deperditum alicuius summe vel aliquar. 
summar. sive in forisfactur honor, et catallor. rerum et mercandizar. suar. vel valoies 
eorundem seu alicuius parcella eorundem. Nkcnon omnimoda^ transgr. amissiones 
forisfacturas concelamenta custumas et suljsidia subtract, et cogniciones eorundem 
ac indebitas et iniustas intracciones mercandizar. niercuuomar. et aliar. rerum 
quarunc. in libris custumarior. seu alior. officiarior. n'ror seu alicuius p'genitor. n'ror 
ac imbesilaciones eorundem et rerum forisf. quarumc. racione premissor. seu eorum 
alicuius ante eundem diem per ipsos b'gensea fact, sive p'petrat. Pkrik)Navimu8 
eciam remisimus et relaxavimus ac per presentes p'donamus. remittiraus et relaxamus 
eisd. b'gensibus omnimodas forisf. debita et demand, nob. debite p'tinente sive 
spectantes racione aliquar. recognicionum assuinpcionum manuctipcionum Iniuncionum 
scriptor. obligatorior. ac alior. scriptor. quorumc. nob. avt p'genitorib. n'ris vel 
alicui alij p'sone sive aliquibus aliis p'sonis ad usum n'rum vel ad usum aJicuius 
p'genitor. n'ror ante p'dictum vicesimum t'cium diem Aprilis fact, et habit, per 
prefatos b'genses solum vel ipsos coniunctim cum aliis p'sonis sive alia p'sona pro 
seipsis vel pro aliqua alia p'sona vel pro aliquibus p'sonis tantummodo pro pace n'ra 
seu alicuius p'genitoris nYi gerenda ante [aut?] quacunque comparencia nenda vel 
pro fidelitat. aut lioentia sue seu legeancia alicuius alterius p'sone aut pro se bene 
gerendo seu gerendis coram nobis vel aliquo p'genitor. n'ror. vel in Cancellaria n'ra 
vel alicuius jygenitor. n'ror. vel in aliqua Curia n'ra vel alicuius p'genitor. n'ror. aut 
coram aliquibus Cancellarijs vel Justic. aut Commissionarijs n'ris vel alicuius 
p'genitor. n'ror. sive coram nobis et Concilio n'ro seu alicuius p'genitor. n'ror. et 
Consilio sue aut coram- Consilio alicuius p'genitor n'ror sive aliquo (Jonsiliario sive 
Consiliarijs alicuius p'genitor. n'ror. aceciam omnia et omnimodas fines exitas et 
incrementa penas deoita demand, et depcrdita. quecunque per ipsos b'genses in 
quibusc. Curiis n'ris seu alicuius forisf. adindicat. sive nonadiudicat. necnon omni- 
modas offensas transgr. forisf. et deperdita contra formam quorumc. statutor. ac 
provis. de Jocis et ludis illicitis et prohibitis per ipsos b'genses ante eundem diem 
habitis factis sive p'petratis. Ac insuper perdonavimus, remisimus, et relaxavi- 
mus, &c., per p'sentes p'donamus, remittimus, et relaxamus eisd. b'gensibus 
omnes et omnimodas utlagarias quasc. versus ipsos B'genses seu m ipsoe 
B'ji^nses racione seu occasione premissor. seu eorum alicuius aut alicuius alterius 
rei cause vel materie cuiiisc. tam ad sectam n'ram quam ad sectam alicuius 
p'genitor n'ror sive alicuius sive aliquor. alior. quorumc. ante predictum diem promul- 
g^torum. £t firmam paoem n'ram eisdem b'gensibus inde concedimus Ita tamen quod 
stent rect. in Curia n'ra si quis versus eos inde [loqui] voluerit. Ac omnimodas forisf. 
quorumc. honor, et catallor. exituum et p'ficuor. quorumc. terrar et tenem. racione 
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outlawry or their outlawries to us or to any of our progenitors before the same 

all goods and chattels, issues, profits to the same B'gesses in whose hands or 
possession they or any parcel of the same exist or exists we give and grant by the 
present nettersl of our g[if t without any recompense or any other [return] to us or our 
neirs to be rendered, paid, or made. Wb pabdon further, remit, and release to the 
same B'gessee all kinds of fines and forfeitures made to us or any of our progenitors or 
forfeitures before the said twenty-third day, because of a militaiy order not taken up 
or to be taken up or not assumed or accepted. And also all and all kinds of wastes, 
fellings, demolitions of houses and buildmgs before the said day made, permitted, or 
perpetrated against the form of the statute of the Lord Henry late King of England, 
our father, in the fourth year of his reign, thereunto provided, and all forfeitures to 
us or to any of our progenitors, from that occasion pertaining or belonging. And 
ALSO we paraon, remit, and release all kinds of fines and amercements of Countie^ 
Cities, ^orouffhs or Towns, or Villages, because of any one before the aforesaid 
twenty -third day of April to us or any of our progenitors due or lost (?) We pardon 
also release to the same B'gfesses all and aU kinds of edifices and embattled 

machicolated houses, walls, or any other building or buildings of the same B'gesses or 
of any other [person] to the same use without royal license before these times made, 
perpetrated, or by the same B'gesses or any other person whatsoever. And 

all that which pertains or ought to pertain or to have pertained to us by reason of the 
premisses or any one of them, we give and grant to the same B'gesses wthout any 
recompense or anything from elsewhere to us to be rendered or paid. Akd furtheb 
of our larger and more abundant flpraoe and pure motive we pardon, remit, and 
release by the present [letters] to tne aforesaid B'gesses all ana singular ruptures, 
fractures, and violations of all and singular whatsoever statutes, acta, ordinances, 
provisions, restrictions, proclamations, and prohibitions before the aforesaid twenty- 
third day of April in what way soever made, passed, or provided, or all and singular 
transgressions, contempts, and offences by tne same B'gesses before the same day 
against the form or enect of any of the same statutes, acts, ordinances, provisions, 
restrictions, proclamations, and prohibitions in what way soever done or perpetrated. 
Also all and singular forfeitures, punishments, imprisonments, fines, redemptions, 
amercements, pains of money or person, suits, quarrels, impeachments, persecutions, 
condemnations, judgments, and executions, deots, sums of mone^ and demands, 
which we [or] anv of our progenitors have had or might have had agambt the aforesaid 
B'gesses before the same day by reiison of the virtue, force, or occasion of the fracture, 
rupture, or violation of anjr of the statutes, acts, ordinances, provisions, restrictions, 
proclamations, and prohibitions aforesaid or any one of them, or we or our heirs have. 



utla^rie illius sive utlagariar. illar. nobis aut alicui p'genitor. n'ror. ante euudem 
[fonsf. et eidem]* omnia bona et catalla exitus p'ficua eisd. B'gensibus damns et 
concedimus per p'sentes in quorumc. sive cuiuscunque manibus seu posseaaione existunt 
aut aliqua parcell. eorundem existit de dono n'ro absque aliquo compoto seu aliquo 
alio nobis vel heredib. n'ris reddend. solvend. vel faciend. Per[)ONAMUS insurer 
remittimus et relaxamus eisd. B'gensib. omnimodas fines forisf. nob. aut alicui 
p'^nitor. n'ror. fact, sive forisf. ante dictum vicesimum tercium diem pro ordine 
militari non suscept. seu suscipiend. sive non a.sumend. vel recipiend. Ac eciam omnia 
et omnimoda vasta prostemaciones et decasus domor. et edificiar. ante euud. diem fact, 
permiss. sive p'petrat. contra formam statuti dni. Henrici nuper regis Anglie patris 
n'ri Ao. regni sui quarta inde provis. et omnem forisf. nobis seu alicui p'genitor. 
n'ror. ea occasione p'tinen. sive spectantem. Ac eciam p'donamiis remittimus et 
relaxamus omnimodas fines et amerciamenta Comitatuum Civitatum Burgonim seu 
Villar, aut villator. causa alicuius ante p'dictum vicesimum t'cium diem Aprilis nobis 
aut alicui p'genitor. n'ror. debit sive dependit. (?) PERDONAMrs eciam relaxamus eisd. 
B'gensibus omnes et omnimodaA edificaciones et imbatellacicmum mascalcor. 

domor. muror. aut alicuius alterius edificaciones vel quorumc. edificior. ipsor. B'gensium 
seu alicuius alterius ad eorundem usum absaue licencia reg^ia ante hec tempora fact, 
p'petrat aut per ipsos B'genses aut aliquam aliam p'sonam quamc. Ac omne 

id qd. ad nos p'tinet seu p'tinere debet aut deberet racione premissor. seu eor. alicuius 
eisa. B'gensibus damns et concedimus per p'sentes absque aliquo compoto seu aliquo 
aliunde nobis reddendo seu solvendo. Et ulterius de uberiori et habundanciori 
gracia n'ra et mero motu n'ris p'donamus remittimus et relaxamus per p'sentes p'fatis 
B'gensibus omnes et singulas rupturas fracturas et violaciones omnium et s'giorum 
quorumc. statutor. actuum ordinacionum provis. restriccionum proclamacionum et 
prohibitionum ante p'dicto Vicesim. t'cium diem Aprilis qualiterc. factor, editor, sive 
p'visor. aut omnes et singulas transgr. contemptus et offensas per ipsos B'genses ante 
eundem diem contra formam aut effectum alicuius eorundem statutor. actuum 
ordinac. pn)viBion restriccion. proclamac. et prohibic. qualiterc. fact, sive p'petrat. 
Necnon omnes et singulas forisf. puniciones imprisonamenta fines redempc. amercia- 
menta penas pecuniar, et oorporales sectas querelas impeticiones persecuc. condempnao. 
indicia et execuciones debitas denarior. summas et demandas quas vel que nos [aut] 
aliquis p'genitor n'ror versus p'fatos B'genses ante eundem diem racione virtute 
vig^re seu occasione fraocionis rupture aut violationis alicuius statutor. actuum 
orainac. provisionum restriccionum proclamacionum et prohibitionum predictor, seu 
eor. alicuius habuimus seu habere potuerimus aut nos heredes n'ri versus eoad. 

* here is apparently a corrupt passage In the transcript. 
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have had, or in future may have in any wise a^niinst the same B'sroBaee. Akd also 
we forgive, remit, and release to the aforesaid B'geeaes all and lui kinds of actions, 
Buita, quarrels, impeaohments, and demands which we have, have had, or may have 
against the same B'gesses because of the premisses or anj of the premisses or by 
reason or occasion of the premisses or any of them, oontamed [or] specified in these 
our [letters] patent until the aforesaid twenty-third day of ApnL And rUBTHEB of 
our larger grace and in the plenitude of our royal power we will and expressly 
command tnat our present pardon or concession and all and singular the articles 
contained and specified in the present [letters! as well with regard to the mind and 
atentiun as to the words, may be expounded, interpreted, and adjudged benignly 
and favourably and generously and to the benefit of the aforesaid B'gesses and 
not otherwise nor in any other manner. Although express mention of the true 
annual value, or of any other value, or the certitude of the premisses or of any 
of them or of other gifts or gprants to the aforesaid B'gesses by us or any of our 
progenitors or predecessors before these times made, least of all, in the present 
Retters] exists ; and any statute, act, ordinance, provision, or restriction thereof 
hitherto made, pavssed, ordained, or provided, or any other matter, thing, or cause 
whatHoevor notwithstanding. In wiTNKsa whereof we have caused these our 
letters to be made patent. WrTNEsa myself at Westminster, on the tenth day of May, 
in the first year of our reign. By the King himself. 

HOBBIB. 

Enrolled in the memoranda of the Exchequer — via., among the Records of the 
Term of St. Michael, in the first year of King Henry the Eighth. In the Roll "ex 
parte " the King's Remembrancer. 

B'genses habemus habuimus sen in future habere poterimus quoquo modo. Et eoiax 
p'oonamuii remittimus relaxamus p'fatis B'gensib. omnes et omnimodas acdones 
sectas querelas impeticiones et demandas quas vel que habemus habuimus seu habere 
poterimus versus eosd. B'genses f)ro premissis vel aliquo premissor. aut racione seu 
occasione premissor. vel eor. alicuius m hijs n'ris patentib. contenti [seu] specifieati 
usque p'dictum vicesimum t'cium diem Aprilis. Et ultbeius nos de uberiori gracia 
n'ra et n'ro re^e pwtestatis plenitudine volumus et expresse mandamus quod p'sens 
n'ra perdonatio sive concessio et omnes et singuli articuli in presentibus contenti et 
specincati tarn quo ad sententiam et intencionem ouam ad verba benig^e et favora- 
biliter et generose, Necnon in vtilitatem p'dictorum ^'gensium exponantur 
inter pretentur et adiudicentur et non aliter neque alio modo. Eo quod expressa 
mentio de vero valore annuo seu de aliquo alio valore aut oertitudine premissorum seu 
eorum alicuius aut de aliis donis sive oonoessionibus prefatis B'gensious per nos seu 
per aliquem p'genitor sive p'decessor n'ror ante hec tempora factis in presentibus 
minime facta existit ac aliquo statu to actu ordinacione pro visione seu restrictione 
inde [antehac ?] facto edito ordinao. sive proviso aut aliqua alia materia re seu causa 
quacunque non obstante. In cuius Rki testimonium has litteras n'ras fieri fecimus 
patentes. Teste me ipso apud Westmonasterium decimo die Maij anno regni n'ri 
primo. per ipsum Kegem. 

HOBBIS. 

Irrotulatur in memoranda Scaccarij vide licet inter Recorda de Termine Scti. 
Michaelis Anno primo Regis Henrici Octavi Rotulo ex parte Rememb. Regis. 



i5ro6Ws.— Thomas Hobbys or Hobbes, S.T.P., was dean of Windsor in 1507 and 
Prebendary of London. Elected Dean of Exeter Feb. 6th, 1508. 

[Transeribed from an old Folio Book of Copies of Ghartert, Oatks, <fcc., in the Town 
Clerk's O^ce. Written in an old Tudor ehaneery hand, with many eontra^ions and 
oorrupt passoffci, sometimes difficult to decipher.] 



notes on tbc per&onatio of l)cnri? viii. 

Perhaps a few of the less common words of this grant may be here explained — 
/m6raciarkM— Embraceries : Attempts to corrupt a jury in favour of one party by 

means of bribes, entertainments, &c. 
Camhipareias — Champarties : Bargains between plaintiff and defendant in a cause to 

divide the land or whatever is sued between them. 
Mainteneneias — Maintenances : Intermeddling in a suit by assisting either party with 

money or help to defend it. 
The reader of Warren's "Ten Thousand a- Year" will remember the discussion of 
these two offences between Mr. Oily Gammon and his senior partner. 
Clamca — A claim is a challenge of interest in another's property. 
Jm^sitocton^s— Embezzlements : Appropriations of what is received on trust for 

another, larceny by agents or any kind. 
Chevaneias — Chevisances (Fr. Ohevissances) or Chevances ; Compositions or unlawful 

bargains between debtor and creditor. 
Mesprisioncs — Misprisions : A misprision is a neglect or oversight of any injunction 

or failure to report cognizance of any offence or crime. 
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APPENDIX IV. 



In a paper appended to a Letter from Messrs. Hewlett & Griffith, of 34, Great 
James Street London, dated 22nd November, 1825, purportinff to give an account of 
all the Charters Rranted to the Town of Stafford, many or the details of which, 
however, are deplorably inaccurate, there is mention of a Charter of James II., no 
trace of which exists among the Municipal Becords. 

The paper explains the matter as follows : — 

[An. 1 James II.] The King reciting the surrender from the Corporation in the 
Preamble of the Charter^ grants a New Cnarter to the Mayor and Burgesses, with all 
former privileges belonging to the Burgesses [which surrender was not enrolled but 
delivered back and enrolled] with the differences from the former Charter in these 
particulars following. 

1.— The High Steward hath liberty to make his Deputy who is constituted a 
standing Justice of the Peace within the Borough. 

2.— The Court of Record is appointed to be held before the Mayor, Recorder, 
Deputy Steward, and Town Clerk or any two of them, whereof the Recorder or 
Deputy Steward be one. 

3.— The Sessions to be held before the Justices, whereof the Recorder or Deputy 
Steward be one. 

4.— One of the Sergeants of the Mace to be. chosen by the Mayor and the other by 
the Common Council only. 

5. — Statutes of the Staple may be taken. 

6. — The King hath reserved power to displace any officer or member of the 
Corporation. 

7. — The Lord Ferrers is nominated High Steward of the Borough for life, who 
appointed Edward Foden, Esq., his deputy. 

8. — A new Fair granted. 

The new body thus incorporated in 1687* voluntarily chose Dr. Benjamin 
Thombur^ (a Papist) to be the Mayor, to whom the preceding Mayor (WiU. Barker) 
only administered the Corporation oath, and omitted all the others directed by the 
Act of Parliament. 

About June, 1688 following, a Mandamus came to Dr. Thombury to displace the 
High Steward and many of the Aldermen, and recommended others, whereof some 
were admitted who demanded admittance ; some who were recommended refused to 
act or to be admitted ; and some the Corporation refused to admit because they did 
not dwell in the Borough, and so under this dissatisfaction it remained until the King 
by an Order [17th Oct., 1688] in Council (according to the^wer reserved in the New 
dharter) ordered that all Mayors and officers in Corporations who claimed their office 
since 1679 (except those Corporations whose Deeds of Surrender were enrolled) should 
be removed ana displaced, and by Proclamation the same day all Mayors, &c., are 
displaced and the Deeds of Surrender which were not enrolled ordered to be delivered 
bacK by the Attorney-General, and all former Mayors restored to their plac^ and 
Corporations to be m the same state and condition as they were at the time of the 
Surrender. 

The Surrender of the Corporation of Stafford was not enrolled, and the Surrender 
was delivered back and cancelled, so the Body under the New Charter was dissolved ; 
and the old Mayor, Aldermen, &c., came into their former ancient places, and ever 
since [have] acted accordingly by their former Charter. 

* Not 1678 as given in the paper. 
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APPENDIX W, --continued. 

I 

Cops of tbe flDan&ate of 5amc0 ii. 
June 6tb, 1687. 

JAMES R. 
Trusty and well-beloved, we greet you well, being informed that the place of one 
Alderman of the Town of Stafford is become void by the death of Walter Higga, 
and ha\nng received good character of the loyalty of our trusty and well-beloved 
Benjamin Thombury,^sq., and of his capacity to serve as an Alderman in the same, 
we have thought fit hereby to recommend nim in a most particular manner to you to 
be chosen an Alderman in this vacancy and rights thereunto belonging, without 
administering to him any oath except in execution of the office of Alderman. We 
being graciously pleased to dispense and we do hereby accordingly dispense with his 
taking any of the oaths whatsoever for so doing this shall be your warrant 

for exposing your complaint we tell you Farewell. 

Given at our Court of Windsor, the 6th day of June^ 1687, in the 3rd year 
of our Reign. 

By His Majesty's command, 

SUNDBBLAND P. 

To the Trusty and well-beloved Mayor 
and Aldermen of the Town of Stafford and 
to all it may concern. 



Another Mandate of a more important character, but eoually exhibiting the 
King's intentions, is given by Mr. Cherry in his "Stafford in Olaen Times." 

fi'wndgrtond.— Robert Spencer, son of Henry Earl of Sunderland, who was killed 
at Newbury. Became Ear! at 3 years of a^. Was captain in Prince Rupert's 
Regiment in 1667, and after many other pubhc employments, became in 1685 Lord 
President of the Council, in which capacity he sigpiis this document. He was an 
ancestor of the present Duke of Marlborough. Died 1702. 
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